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MITES. 


0 0XvXD5  tirao  ago  we  received  a 
^ very  instructive  letter  from  a 
correspondent  on  the  subject  of  mites- 
Unfortunately  for  our  readers  he  de- 
clined to  permit  us  to  publish  it.  As, 
however,  it  contains  valuable  sugges- 
tions we  hope  he  will  pardon  us,  if  we 
embody  the  information  contained 
in  it,  in  this  article. 

Our  correspondent  relates  how  he 
lost  the  whole  results  of  his  first  three 
years’  labour  “ from  the  attacks  of 
this  destructive  creature  for”  he  tells 
us,  “although  I immersed  many 
specimens  in  Benzine,  I did  not  feel 
enough  confidence  in  its  effects  to 
place  more  than  a few  of  the  choicest 
specimens  in  a first  class  cabinet  which 

1 soon  afterwards  had  made, — and 
then  only  after  a full  twelve-month’s 
quarantine.”  All  through  the  letter 
it  is  evident  that  its  writer  feels  very 
“shaky”  about  the  efficacy  of  Ben- 
zine. Surely  this  doubt  might  be  set 
at  rest.  Is  there  no-one  among  our 
readers  who  has  so  carefully  tested 
the  system  as  to  be  able  to  tell  us 
decidedly  “yes,”  or  “ no,”— and  to 
confirm  his  decision  of  the  question 
by  proofs?  It  is  an  important  point, 


as  we  fancy,  if  the  collections  of 
British  Entomologists  were  examined, 
not  one  quarter  would  he  found  free 
from  mites. 

Our  correspondent  next  remarks  on 
the  time  required  to  bring  the  egg  of 
the  mite,  to  the  full  grown  animal, 
commencing  however,  by  saying  “ I 
am  ignorant  of  the  time.”  He  tells 
us  that  in  some  cases  mites  have  first 
made  their  appearance  on  an  insect  in 
quarantine,  when  it  has  been  so  sep- 
arated, for  as  much  as  three  months. 
Have  we  no  student  of  the  Acari 
among  our  readers  who  could  give  us 
some  information  on  this  point? 
Does  the  egg  of  the  mite  lie  unhatched 
for  different  periods  according  to  cir  - 
cumstances, or  has  it  a fixed  dur- 
ation ? 

The  writer  of  the  letter  alluded  to, 
then  gives  us  some  notes  on  the  best 
preventitive,  in  a cabinet,  from  this 
pest  saying  that  he  considers  camphor 
and  Tobacco  smoke  wholly  useless. 
Buffon’s  Exterminator  “next  comes 
under  notice,  as  being  a valuable 
weapon,  but  uncertain  in  its  effects. 
Two  instances  are  cited, — one  of  a 
collection  of  Bird’s  eggs,  where  it 
proved  effectual,  and  one,  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  we  are  not  informed, 
where  it  failed.  Our  correspondent, 
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however  seems  confident  that  the 
effect  of  “ BufFon’s  Exterminator  ” is 
by  no  means  an  agreable  one  to  the 
parasites  in  question. 

The  remarks  herein  contained  are 
of  great  importance  to  all  Entomolo- 
gists, and  we  are  convinced  that  we 
do  a service  to  each  by  bringing  them 
thus  prominently  forward.  Their 
author  appears  to  have  gone  into  the 
question  in  a really  systematic  way, 
and  we  doubt  not  that  he  will  yet 
succeed  in  satisfying  himself  on  those 
points  which  are  yet  mysteries  to 
him.  Meanwhile  we  leave  the  subject 
open  to  discussion. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St. 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Hobson,  Queen  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Ollice  Orders  or  Stamps. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

NEUROrTERA. 

Mormonia  hirta. — Those  who  have 
a microscope  should  examine  the 
wings  of  the  male  of  Mormonia  hirta. 
In  addition  to  the  hair  with  which 
the  wings  of  the  Trichoptera  are 
clothed  there  is  a multitude  of  minute 
objects  which,  when  viewed  with  the 
pocket  lens  give  one  the  idea  of  scales. 
This  idea  is  not  dispelled  when  they 
are  seen  with  a power  of  20  linear ; 
but  when  a power  of  about  200  is  used 
the  observer  is  undeceived  ; they  are 
then  seen  to  be  little  pod-like  articles 
scattered  singly, — though  somewhat 
thickly  over  the  membrane  of  all  the 
wings.  On  scraping  some  of  them  off, 
and  placing  them  between  two  pieces 
of  glass  to  put  away  for  further 
examination,  they  were  found  to  be 
crushed  or  burst  by  the  pressure ; 
they  then  presented  the  appearance 
that  a crushed  goose-berry  would  do 
( excepting  the  pulp)  with  a gap  in 
one  side.  'These  remarkable  objects 
lie  lengthwise  on  the  membrane,  and 
are  fixed  to  it  by  a short  peduncle, 
which  is  scarcely  visible  unless  they 
are  removed  from  the  wing.  They 
are  possessed  exclusively  by  the  male 
insect ; the  female  has  the  wings  more 
thickly  clothed  with  hair.  B.  Cooke, 
Manchester,  Feb.  7.  1863. 

Notes.  Some  of  the  Agrions  do 
well  by  having  a hog’s  bristle  inserted 
through  the  abdomen.  It  prevents 
breakage  but  injures  the  colors. 

The  Baron  du  Selys  wrote  to  ask 
me  once  “ if  it  was  true  that  I had 
really  taken  the  Agrion  iosscUatus  in 
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England,”  as  lie  had  not  taken  it  in 
Belgium  and  it  was  only  known  in  the 
South  of  France.  Since  then  he  has 
taken  it  in  Belgium.  The  insect  is 
not  rare  in  heathy  and  boggy  districts 
but  very  local.  J.  C.  Dale.  Gian. 
TEootton,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

Lepidoptera. 

Relaxing  with  laurel  leaves.  The 
Revd.  F.  0.  Morris,  does  not  find 
laurel  leaves  answer.  I do  ; — but  it 
requires  some  attention.  The  laurels 
must  be  well  bruised  and  kept  close 
in  a glass  jar  with  stopper  as  the 
fumes  otherwise  evaporate  and  become 
mouldy  and  useless.  They  may  be 
kept  good  for  twelve  months.  There 
is  one  advantage  of  laurel  leaves  over 
damp  flannel,  sand  etc  ; — especially 
with  dragon  flies  and  some  others. 
If  damp  'flannel,  etc  be  used  the 
insects  become  rotton  and  fall  to 
pieces,  but  not  so  with  laurel  leaves- 
I relaxed  a great  many  Libettulce  for 
the  British  Museum,  and  set  them 
next  day,  and  they  do  very  well.  Id. 

Abundance  of  the  larva  of  Lyonetia 
Glerhella  on  Birch.  On  the  27th.  of 
last  July  I met  with  a young  Birch 
growing  in  Headley  Lane,  almost 
every  leaf  of  which  was  mined  by  this 
larva,  some  leaves  being  tenanted  by 
no  less  than  four  larvae.  The  larvae 
were  in  all  stages  of  growth  from  the 
first  hatched  to  the  full  fed.  Several 
of  the  larvae  having  effected  their  es- 
cape from  the  interior  of  the  jars, 
spun  their  cocoons  on  the  outside  of 
the  same.  Would  that  all  micro- 
lepidopterous  larvae  were  equally 
considerate  ! 


They  commenced  constructing  their 
cocoons  on  the  28th,  and,  on  the  7th. 
of  the  following  month  the  first 
Imagos  made  their  appearance. 

I noticed,  that  a faint  lemon  scent 
arose  from  the  jars  containing  the 
larvae.  Chas  Healy,  74  Napier 
Street,  Hoxton,  N. 

Number  of  Entomologists  in  Eng- 
land. While  fully  agreeing  with 
your  remarks  in  the  leading  article  of 
the  “ Entomologist  ” for  January 
10th.  I think  you  are,  and  I hope 
you  are,  much  mistaken  as  to  the 
number  of  Entomologists  in  the  coun- 
try. I say  this  with  the  fact  before 
me,  or  my  mind,  that  I noticed 
some  year  or  so  ago,  on  the  title 
page,  either  of  the  “ Annual”  or  the 
“ Manual  of  Butterflies  and  moths,” 
that  it  was  the  “fourth  thousand ,” 
and  it  is  no  disrespect  to  either  of 
those  works  to  say,  that  no-one  who 
was  not  an  Entomologist  would 
think  of  buying  them.  Revd.  E.  0. 
Mokeis,  Nunburnholme  Rectory, 
Hayton,  near  Yorlc. 


HORiE  HAW0RTHIAH2E, 

By  W.  E.  Kirby  Esq. 

Part  II. 

LEPIDOPTERA  BRITAN  NIC  A. 

Lepidoptera. 

Aim  IY  imbricatse  Squamis  minutis  ; 
in  Tineis  Bombyciformibus 
hirtis,  an  ideo  proprii  generis 
insectse, 

Os  plerumque  lingua  involuta  spirali, 
Corpus  plus  minusve  pilosum. 
Characteres  Gexertjh. 

In  Lepidoptcri3  necessario  adhi- 
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bendas  sunt  Antennse  quum  genera 
naturalis  hujus  classis  difficillime  de- 
terminantur  ” Fabricius. 

* Antennis  extrorsum  clavato-cras- 

sioribus. 

1 Papilio. — Antennae  versus  apicem 
clavato-capitatse  vel  rarius  subunci- 
natse. 

* * Antennis  utroque  sive  attenu- 

ate seu  medio  crassioribus. 

2 Sphinx. — Antennae  utroque  at- 
tenuatae.  In  Legitimis  aloe  opacae. 
Abdomen  acutum  et  vix  barbatum. 
In  Sesiis  alee  saepissime  fenestratae. 
Abdomen  obtusum  el  valde  barbatum. 

3 Zygcena. — Antennae  medio  cras- 
siores.  Alae  opacae.  Abdomen  uni- 
forme, cylindraceum.  Apice  vix  bar- 
bato.  Larva  obesa. 

* * * Antennis  latis,  ad  apicem 

sensim  attenuate,  Seu  basi 
paullo  crassioribus. 

4 Bombyx. — Antennae  masculinae 
plerumque  valde  pectinatae.  Corpus 
saepissime  crassum.  Larva  grossa, 
saepius  hirta. 

5 Noctua. — Antennae  omnino  set- 
aceae  vel  * * * rarius  minutissime 
serratae.  Abdomen  saepissime  cras- 
sum. Larva  grossa,  saepe  nuda. 

6 Ilepialus. — Antennae  thoracc  bre- 
viores.  Alas  omnes  sublanceolatae. 
Larva  grossa,  subterranea. 

7 Geometra. — Antennae  masculinae 
plerumque  valde  pectinatae.  Abdo- 
men saepissime  gracile.  Larva  sem- 
per gracilis  et  Geometra. 

8 Phalcena. — Antennae  omnino  set- 
aceoe  vel  rarius  minutissime  serratae. 
Abdomen  semper  gracile.  Larva 
semper  gracilis  et  Geometra. 


9  Pyralis. — Antennae  masculinae 
setaceae  vtd  rarius  pectinatae.  Larva 
gracilis  non  Geometra. 

11  Tortrix. — Antennae  semper  set- 
aceoe.  Statura  semper  parva,  et  pro 
ratione  magnitudinis  robustula.  Alae 
apice  rotundatae  vel  retusae. 

11  Tinea. — Antennae  (Bombycifor- 
mibus  cxceptis)  setaceae.  Statura 
semper  parva  et  gracilis.  Alae  rari- 
us apice  rotundatae  scepius  acutae  et 
convolutae  et  profunde  ciliatae. 

12  Alucita. — Antennae  semper  set- 
aceae. Abe  inferiores  semper  fissae. 
Corpus  et  pedes  gracillime  elongati. 

To  be  continued 


Dipieka. 

The  genus  Oxycera.  In  this  genus 
Stephens  only  gave  three  species  as 
British.  Now  we  have  the  follow- 
ing. 

1 Oxycera  rara.  Spl.  (pulchella 
Meig.  I have  taken  it  here,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  at  Derwent 
water. 

2 0.  Fallerii.  Slg.  (Panz.  PI.) 
I have  never  seen  this  but  it  is  in 
the  Dublin  Museum. 

3 0.  dives.  Liv.  This  I never  saw. 
It  is  in  the  Museum  of  the  Entom- 
ological Club. 

4 0.  trilineata.  Not  rare  here  and 
in  the  North. 

5 0.  pardalina?  Mg?  ( Macula  la 
of  Zett  ?).  I took  one  here,  one 
near  Petersfield,  Hants,  and  sev- 
eral near  Lyme  ltegis. 
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6 0.  for  mom.  Wdn.  Common  here 
and  in  other  places. 

7 0.  pygmcea.  Fin.  ( muscaria  Fb  ?). 
Local  but  common  where  found. 
Used  to  be  common  about  two  miles 
from  here  but  the  Quag  where  it 
used  to  occur  is  drained,  and  all  the 
insects  are  gone. 

8 0.  Morisii.  Rare  here.  Occurs 
near  Lyme  Regis,  near  Cambridge, 
and  at  other  places. 

9 0.  Leonina  ? 13  ? A pair  near 

Lyme,  Mr.  Haliday  doubts  its  be- 
ing Leonina , 

10  0.  analis.  Mgl.  Found  here 
(only  ?). 

11  0.  Longicornis.  Hal.  Found 
here  and  near  Lyme. 

12  0.  terminata.  Mgl.  Must  be 
expunged,  being  given  as  same 
with  the  last ; — the  true  one  is  not 
Rritish.  J.  C.  Dale,  Gian  Woot- 
ton,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 


C APTUKES. 

Lepidopteba. 

Captures  in  Cumberland. — When 
at  Keswick,  in  November  last,  my 
brother,  who  resides  there,  told  me 
that  he  had  some  very  large  speci- 
mens of  C.  Brumata  upon  the  setting 
board.  On  seeing  them  I at  once 
recognised  them  as  being  Boreata. 
They  were  flying  at  the  same  time  as, 
and  along  with  C.  Brumata. — the  last 
named  insect  being  in  profusion.  As 
many  as  a hundred  specimens  might 
have  been  taken  from  a single  tree. 
II.  Defoliaria  has  also  been  in  pro- 
fusion for  the  last  month.  [Is  this 


correct?]  This  species  seems  to  be 
subject  to  great  variation.  II.  Leu- 
cophearia  has  been  out  for  the  last 
fortnight.  I have  also  seen  a single 
specimen  of  A.  JEscularia.  G. 
Mawson,  Gill  House,  Cocker  mouth. 

Mildness  of  the  season.  Yesterday, 
in  my  rambles,  I met  with  a specimen 
of  P.  Raprn  just  emerged  from  the 
chrysalis.  R.  P.  Harvie,  8 Keppel 
Street,  Stoke,  Devon. 

Doings  in  Gloucestershire.  While 
spending  a few  weeks  at  Christmas 
time  at  Williamstrip  Park  near  Fain- 
ford,  in  Gloucestershire,  I amused 
myself  by  searching  for  hybernating 
insects. 

Though  I beat  a great  variety  of 
cover  I only  found  two  places  produc- 
tive,— the  first,  a row  of  Spruce  Fir 
trees  with  very  thick  branches, — the 
other,  a single  oak  tree  covered  with 
excrescences  on  which  grew  a large 
crop  of  twigs.  These  had  caught  a 
quantity  of  dead  leaves  and  sticks, 
and  formed  an  admirable  shelter  for 
insects. 

On  the  spruce  Fir  branches  I took, 
by  beating  them  into  an  open  um- 
brella, Zelleria  Hepariella,  Gracillaria 
Stigmatella  and  Semifascia,  Coriscium 
Sulphur ipennellum,  Chauliodus  Chce- 
rophyllellus,  and  Pterophorus  Pter- 
odactylus. 

In  the  rubbish  on  the  trunk  of  the 
oak  tree  I got, — Depressaria  Arenella 
Propinquella,  Teatiana  and  Applana 
of  course,  Cerostoma  Radi'atella,  Ac- 
rolcpia  Pygmccella  (common)  Gra- 
cillaria JElongella,  and  Coriscium 
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Cuculipennellum  (about  a dozen  and 
a half.) 

Most  of  these  were  in  very  good  con- 
dition,— excepting  only  G.  Stigma- 
tella,  all  the  specimens  of  which  were 
worn  more  or  less. 

On  the  same  trees,  a twelvemonth 
ago,  I took  nearly  the  same  insects, 
but,  this  year,  Coriscium  Brongniar- 
dellum  did  not  appear  where  I took 
three  last  year,  and  Z.  Hepariella 
was  more  common  then,  while  C. 
Cuculipennellum  was  more  commou 
this  year. 

I possess  about  eight  or  nine  speci- 
mens of  Gracillaria  Elongella,  three 
of  which  were  taken  in  the  summer, 
and  the  other  five  or  six  in  Winter. 
All  the  winter  specimens  have  the 
costal  triangle  better  defined,  and  are 
brighter  insects  than  the  summer 
ones, — they  also  possess  small  fuscous 
spots  on  the  costal  margin, — which 
characters  made  me  mistake  them  for 
Hemidactylella  till  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  comparing  them  with  the 
British  Museum  collection.  J.  T.  D. 
Llewelyn,  Ynisygerivn,  Neath, 
Glamorganshire. 


MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 


Wakefield  Naturalist’s  Society', 
On  Thursday  evening  Yveek,  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  above  society  was 
held  in  the  Temperance  Ilall,  Queen 
street.  The  following  report  was  un- 
animously adopted.  The  committee 
have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  their 
report  of  tho  proceedings  of  the 
Naturalist’s  Society  for  the  year  1862. 


It  has  been  a year  of  great  prosperity 
to  the  society.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers has  considerably  increased,  the 
funds  are  in  a very  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  several  valuable  works  of 
reference  have  been  added  to  the 
library.  In  June  an  exhibition  was 
held  in  the  Music  Saloon,  of  objects 
collected  within  six  miles  of  Wake- 
field. It  proved  quite  successful ; 
there  was  a good  attendance  daily, 
and  it  appeared  to  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to  all  the  visitors.  The  handsome 
surplus  of  eight  pounds  received  from 
admissions  and  donations,  remained, 
after  defraying  all  expences.  A large 
number  of  specimens  in  the  various 
branches  of  natural  history  has  been 
collected.  Upon  the  whole  the  sea- 
son has  not  been  a favourable  one  for 
the  Entomologist.  Although  they  have 
been  as  untiring  in  their  researches  as 
formerly,  yet  a smaller  number  of 
moths  &c.,  has  been  taken  than  in 
the  previous  years.  The  following 
are  a few  of  the  rarer  specimens: 
S.  Lunaria,  N.  Hispidaria,  A. 
Prodromaria,  G.  Papilionaria,  C. 
Fluctuosa,  A.  Alni.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  works  added  to  the 
library:  Morris’s  Nests  and  Eggs 

of  British  Birds,  Sowerby’s  British 
Shells,  Stainton’s  Manual,  Gissiug’s 
Ferns,  Accentuated  List  of  British 
Lcpidoptera,  and  other  works.  The 
thanks  ef  the  members  are  due  to  Sir 
J.  C.  I).  Hay,  Bart.,  M.  P.,  J.  C. 
D.  Charlcsworth,  Esq.,  W.  II. 
Leatham,  Esq.,  W.  It.  Milner,  Esq., 
and  others,  who  have  kindly  assisted 
the  society  by  donations.  The  com- 
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mittee  hope  that  the  success  of  the 
past  year  will  stimulate  the  members 
to  make  renewed  exertions  in  the 
several  branches  of  natural  history  in 
which  they  are  prosecuting  their  re- 
searches. 

Bowdon  and  Altrincham  Ento- 
mological society.  The  fortnightly 
January  meeting  of  the  above  Society 
was  held  on  the  22nd.  Ult.  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  S.  Morris,  Treasurer, 
Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  President,  occu- 
pying the  chair.  There  was  a con- 
siderable attendance  of  visitors,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  S.  Leigh, — formerly 
a member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  read  a paper 
entitled  “ the  Entomology  of  the  An- 
cients,” in  which  he  remarked  on  the 
CEstrus  and  Cossus  of  the  Romans, 
strongly  condemning  the  confidence 
with  which  some  commentators  on 
Latin  Authors  put  forward  their  ex- 
planations, on  these  insects,  while 
possessing  no  knowledge  of  Entomo- 
logy themselves,  and,  often,  without 
even  consulting  those  who  do.  Me 
announced  his  intention  of  renewing, 
the  subject  at  a future  time. 

Mr.  T.  Blackburn  then  read  a sec- 
ond paper  on  the  tarsal  system  of 
classifying  the  Coleoptera  in  which  he 
endeavoured  to  show  that  although  it 
is  not  satisfactory,  yet  the  improve- 
ments that  have  been  suggested,  in- 
crease, instead  of  diminishing,  our 
difficulties.  In  so  doing  he  briefly 
sketched  the  leading  characters  of  the 
various  Classifications  of  the  Coleop- 
tera that  have  been  proposed,  remar- 
king on  their  points  of  failure. 


Thanks  were  returned  for  both 
these  papers. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  exhibited  a 
large  box  of  Diptera,  containing  many 
interesting  species,  chiefly  belonging 
to  the  family  Syrphidce. 

Mr.  T.  Blackburn  exhibited  a box 
of  Coleoptera. 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  also  exhibited 
a box  of  Coleoptera,  consisting  prin- 
cipally of  Brachelytra. 

Mr.  E.  Armitage,  Secretary,  invi- 
ted the  members  to  hold  their  next 
meeting  at  his  house,  and,  with 
thanks  to  Mr.  Moms  for  his  enter- 
tainment, the  proceedings  closed. 

EXCHAHKE. 


Insects  to  Exchange.  Having  dup- 
licates of  Z.  Lonicerce,  Z Filipen- 
dulce,  L.  Dispar,  T.  Batis,  A.  Con- 
nexa,  C.  Vaccinii,  and  A.  Nebulosa, 
also  a quantity  of  coccoons  of  S.  Car- 
pini,  and  B.  Quercus,  I shall  be  glad 
to  receive  offers  of  exchange.  My 
wants  are  very  numerous. 

I have  also,  the  ova  of  Orgyia 
Antigua  which  I shall  be  glad  to  give 
to  any  who  may  send  for  it  J.  Ellis. 
High  Street,  Hechnondwilce,  near 
Leeds. 

Exchange.  I have  duplicates  of  the 
following  which  I shall  have  pleasure 
in  distributing  so  long  as  they  last ; — 
A.  TJlmata,  56;  0.  Antigua,  11 
males  and  11  females.  If  good  spec- 
imens of  any  of  the  following  be  sent 
I will  pay  return  postage.  I wish 
this  offer  to  be  understood  as  a grat- 
uitous one. 
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Among  my  wants  are  A.  Galathea, 
G.  C- Album,  T.  Quercus,  T.  Alveo- 
lus, P.  Lined,  P.  Comma,  E.  Lan- 
estris,  D-  Mend  tea,  1).  Sicula,  M. 
Furva,  A.  Porphyrea,  E.  Fulvago, 
I).  Carpophaga,  D.  Cucubali,  D. 


Conspersa,  F.  Lichenca,  A Cordig- 
era,  S.  Anomala,  E.  Angularia,  F. 
Dolobraria,  A.  Prodromaria,  P. 
Smaragdaria.  Thos.  Baynes,  Joiner, 
Gill,  Ulverstone,  Lancashire. 


ADVEE-TISEMEUTS. 


To-day  Saturday  Feb.  14 th.  1863,  is  published  No.  27.  ( The  First 
Number  of  a New  Volume  of)  THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 

Those  who  wish  the  ‘Entomologist’  forwarded  by  pest  during  the  present 
quarter  are  requested  to  transmit  3s.  3d.  in  postage  stamps  or  post  office 
order  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon,  Cheshire . Notice.  Subscribers  are 
respectfully  informed  that  the  ‘ Entomologist  ’ cannot  be  posted  unless  their 
subscriptions  be  prepaid. 

N.B.  The  “Entomologist”  may  now  be  obtained  in  London  from  Mr. 
T,  Cooke  513  New  Oxford  Street. 


Price  One  Shilling  and  Sixpence. 

THE  INSECT  HUNTER’S  C OMPANION. 

By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Greene,  M.  A. 

A second  large  Edition  of  the  ‘ Insect  Hunters  ’ is  now  rapidly  selling 
and,  from  the  number  of  letters  I receive,  I am  ready  to  conclude  that  every 
purchaser  writes  to  ask  me  some  questions  about  catching,  or  killing,  or  pre- 
serving insects,  or  whether  there  is  not  some  work  describing  the  various  pro- 
cesses. The  following  questions  have  been  asked  me  times  out  of  number  : — 
Where  to  find  moths  and  butterflies ; how  to  catch  them ; how  to  bring  them 
home  without  injury ; how  to  kill  them  ; how  to  set  them  ; how  to  find  the 
caterpillars ; how  to  manage  them  ; how  to  feed  them ; how  to  breed  the  per- 
fect insect  ; where  to  find  chrysalises  ; what  to  do  with  them  ; how  to  keep 
mites  and  mould  out  of  cabinets;  how  to  cure  grease ; how  to  relax  insects 
when  they  have  become  stiff ; how  to  arrange  them  in  cabinets ; what  wood 
to  use  for  cabinets  ; and  a hundred  similar  questions.  Replying  to  these 
questions  has  taken  up  more  time  than  I can  possibly  afford,  and  there  has 
hitherto  been  no  cheap  handy-book  that  will  at  all  meet  the  case.  To  supply 
this  want  Mr.  Greene,  has  written  this  little  book  with  the  desire  to  impart  to 
the  juvenile  student  the  knowledge  and  the  experience  he  has  been  so  many 
years  assiduously  and  patiently  acquiring.  He  incurs  no  risk  by  the  publica- 
tion : he  receives  no  gratuity  for  copyright,  no  recompense  whatever  for 
his  labour  : with  him  it  is  truly  a labour  of  love. — Edward  Newman  , 

John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster  Row. 


Will  Shortly  be  published  in  monthly  parts,  Demy  8vo.  a new  Work  on  the 

BRITISH 

ILLUSTRATED  BY 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  NATURE. 

Each  part  with  three  Plates  containing  from  1 to  8 figures  and  16  pages 
of  Letter-press.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  this  entirely  new  method  of  illus- 
tration, a more  correct  figure  of  each  insect  will  be  obtained,  than  has  yet  been 
produced,  and  will  be  offered  to  the  public  at  a very  cheap  rate. 


Printer!  for  the  Altrincham  and  Bowdon  Entomological  Society  l>v  i hdjus  IUi.shaw 
* and  Son,  32,  Church  Street,  Altrincham,  in  the  Comity  of  Chester. 
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BOOKS. 


two  principal  inlets  of  tile 
ideas  of  others  to  the  mind  are 
the  eye  and  the  ear.  In  telling  this 
to  onr  readers  we  are  simply  repeat- 
ing a truism,  but  it  is  often  with 
profit  that  we  recal  a truism  to  our 
minds.  Every  day  we  are  receiving 
ideas  that  have  not  originated  with 
ourselves,  by  means  of  conversation 
with  others,  and  every  day  we  are 
receiving  such  thoughts  by  means  of 
their  writings.  It  is,  then,  evident 
that,  to  derive  instruction  from 
another’s  scientific  researches,  his  ac- 
tual presence  and  voice  are  not  neces- 
sary. Cicero  tells  us  “ non  cum  vitas 
tempore  esse  dimitttendam  commem- 
orationem  nominis  nostri,”  and  this 
is  surely  the  case  among  Entomolo- 
gists. How  many  “fathers”  of  the 
science  there  are,  the  remembrance 
of  whose  deeds  has  not  ended  with 
their  performance  ! How  we  revere 
the  names  of  Linne,  Fabricius  and 
others ! how  much  information  and 
advantage  we  should  gain  by  actual 
intercourse  with  them  if  that  were 
possible ! We  may  still  gain  much  of 
the  profit  that  would  result  from  it, 
by  the  study  of  their  writings. 


The  only  limitation  then  to  our  re- 
ceiving the  knowledge  that  others 
have  acquired,  provided  we  cannot 
hear  their  bodily  voice,  is  the  limita- 
tion imposed  on  us  by  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  their  writings. 

Entomological  books  have  so  small 
a sale  that  they  are  generally  printed 
in  small  quantities,  for  no-one  but  an 
Entomologist  would  think  of  buying 
them, — as  the  Rev.  F.  0.  Morris 
reminded  us  last  week.  And  so  it 
comes  to  pass  that  when  a few  years 
have  gone  by  since  their  publication, 
books  of  this  class  become  rare,  and 
are  only  in  the  hands  of  a favoured 
few.  We  have  an  instance  of  this  in 
the  “Horse  Haworthianae  ” which 
Mr.  Kirby  is  contributing  to  our  pages, 
he  being  one  of  the  “favoured  few  ” 
who  possess  the  original  work. 

Again,  many  treatises  on  Ento- 
mology containing  much  that  would 
interest  the  community  of  English 
collectors  have  been  written,  printed, 
and  published,  in  France  Germany 
and  other  countries  and,  conse- 
quently, in  French,  German,  and 
other  languages.  These  books  are 
still  more  inaccessible,  for  besides, 
in  many  cases,  being  difficult  to  obtain, 
to  a very  large  proportion  of  Entom- 
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ologists  they  would  be  of  no  more  use 
even  when  obtained,  than  a book  on 
Timbuctoo,  written  in  the  language 
of  that  interesting  place. 

It  is  our  intention  for  the  future, 
very  frequently  to  devote  the  space 
occupied  by  the  leading  article  in  our 
pages,  to  some  remarks  on  various 
books,  which  are  not  in  the  hands  of 
most  English  collectors,  with  extracts 
from  their  pages,  and  where  this  is 
not  practicable,  to  abstracts  of 
their  matter.  We  know  that  this 
will  be  agreeable  to  several  of  our 
readers, — in  fact  to  all  whose 

views  we  have  been  favoured  with, 
and  we  hope  the  generality  will  agree. 

The  first  book  to  come  under  notice 
is  “Donovan’s”  work.  We  have 
fixed  on  this  for  several  reasons, — 
partly  because  it  is  rare,  partly  be- 
cause it  is  not  devoted  to  one  order, 
and  it  is  our  wish, — now,  as  ever,  to 
disavow  all  partiality  for  Coleoptera, 
Lepidoptera,  or  any  other  one  order. 

Next  week  we  shall  commence  with 
some  notes  from  his  book,  and  shall 
hope  to  continue  tolerably  regularly 
from  week  to  week.  At  the  same 
time,  when  anything  of  immediate 
interest  occurs  to  us,  or  any  remarks 
of  our  own  seem  called  for,  we  shall 
vary  our  order  and  publish  them. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 


Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St. 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 

Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon , 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 

OBSERVATIONS. 


Dermattera. 

Notes  on  British  Species. 

1,  Forficula  auricular ia.  Linn.  This 
insect  is  common  everywhere,  (even 
in  Arctic  Regions.)  I have  taken 
it  flying  by  moonlight ! F.  neglecta , 
Mar.  is  female  and  media,  Mach,  a 
small  variety  ? F.  borealis  LcachS? 
a variety  with  larger  forceps ; and 
generally  larger  specimens  I have 
beaten  out  of  hedges  here.  F.  Jor- 
cipata  Steph  ? is  a variety  very 
similar, — found  under  stones  etc  at 
Portland  and  elsewhere  on  the  Sea 
Coast. 
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2.  F.  pubescens  Gne.  Found  on  the 
sea  coast,  at  Charmouth  (and  near 
’Weymouth)  on  reeds.  In  great 
plenty  formerly,  when  I first  sup- 
posed they  were  only  young  of  F. 
auricularia  (being  apterous)  in 
August  and  September. 

3.  F.  decipiens,  Gne.  Mr.  Curtis 
took  a specimen  near  Wilton  in 
May  1852,  and  I took  one  in  the 
middle  of  .November  1860  from 
laurels,  here  close  to  our  house, 
and  as  no  reeds  were  in  either 
place  I consider  that  these  may  be 
decipiens. 

4.  Chelidura  aptera,  Charp  ? Mr. 
Curtis  had  a large  specimen  found 
dead  on  the  Sea  Coast  in  Suffolk. 

5.  C ? ATbipennis,  Meg.  Found  by 
Mr.  Westwood  in  June  near  Ash- 
ford in  Kent. 

6.  Anisolabia  mcesta,  Gne  ? f maritima 
Wailes.)  Found  in  plenty  by  Mr. 
Wailes  near  Newcastle,  who  sup- 
poses it  to  be  imported. 

7.  Labidura  gigantea,  Fab.  This 
was  found  in  plenty  at  low  water 
mark  on  the  Sea  Shore  near  Christ- 
church, Hants,  July  7.  1808  by 
the  late  Kevd.  W.  Bingley,  in 
company  with  the  late  Mr.  How- 
man,  who  went  with  me  to  the 
same  place  in  the  dusk  of  evening, 
being  the  right  time, — but  it  has 
not  been  taken  since.  L.  gigantea 
has  been  supposed  to  have  been 
imported  also,  or  to  have  flown  over 
but  on  my  examining  the  wings 
they  are  smaller  and  finer  than  the 
common  one  and,  I think,  not  well 
adapted  for  long  flights. 


8.  Labia  minor,  Leach.  Found  near 
mixtons,  and  flies  well  in  the  sun- 
shine. There  appear  to  be  three 
different  kinds  (or  sexes?)  as  re- 
gards the  size  of  the  forceps  at  the 
tail.  I have  observed  in  Agrion 
three  sorts  (or  sexes  ?)  in  a few, 
such  as  tenellum,  pumilio  and 
elegans  / or,  at  least,  there  are  two 
kinds  of  females.  J.  C.  Dale, 
Gian  IVootton,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

Lepidopteba. 

A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  by 

J.  S.  Dell,  Esq. 

Nocttle. 

Thyatira  Derasa.  Taken  frequently 
at  sugar. 

T.  Batis.  Frequent.  Mostly  at 
sugar.  Larva  on  Bramble. 

Cymatophora  Llidens.  Bare.  From 
pupae  dug  at  oak. 

C.  Diluta.  Not  common. 

C.  Flavicornis.  Bare. 

Bryophila  Glandifera.  Was  very 
common  here  formerly.  Not  so 
frequent  the  last  year  or  two. 
Comes  freely  to  sugar. 

B.  Perla.  Barer  than  the  above. 

Acronycta  Tridens.  Not  so  common 
as  Psi.  Larva  mostly  on  Sloe. 

A.  Psi.  Common.  Larva  on  Pear. 
A frequent  visitor  at  sugar. 

A.  Leporina.  Not  common.  Larva 
mostly  on  Lombardy  Poplar. 

A.  Ligustri.  Frequent  at  sugar. 
Larva  on  Privet  and  Ash. 

A.  Rumicis.  Very  common,  Larva 
on  Dock,  Thistle  and  Bramble. 

A.  megacephala.  Common.  Larva 
on  Aspen. 
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Leucania  Lithargyria.  Very  com- 
mon on  grasses. 

L.  Littoralis.  Frequent  on  the  coast 
at  Whitsand.  Larva  taken  by 
night  on  grasses. 

L.  Impiira.  Common. 

L.  Pattens.  Common.  In  long 
grass  at  dusk. 

Gortyna  Flavago.  Frequent.  Larva 
in  the  hollow  stems  of  Foxglove. 

Uydrcecia  Micacea.  Frequent. 

Axylia  Putris,  Common. 

Xylophasia  Rurea.  Common.  Larva 
in  gardens.  Feeds  on  anything. 

X.  Litkoxylea.  Common.  Larva  on 
various  low  plants 

» X . Sublustris.  Frequent. 

X.  Polyodon.  Very  common. 

X Nepatica.  Frequent. 

X.  Scolopacina.  do. 

AporopJujla  Australis.  Not  common. 
At  Whitsand  Bay. 

Neuria  Saponarice.  Frequent.  Larva 
on  Bladder  Campion. 

Ueliophobus  Popularis.  Mostly  takon 
at  Light. 

H.  Uispida.  Not  common.  Taken 
at  dusk  at  Whitsand  Bay;  on 
the  stems  of  grass  close  to  the 
shore. 

Charceas  Graminis.  Frequent. 

Luperina  Testacea.  Very  common. 
Larva  on  Grasses. 

L.  Cespitis.  Not  common. 

Jlfamestra  Anccps.  Karo. 

M.  Brassiere.  One  of  our  commonest 
Nocture. 

M.  Persicaricc.  Common  at  sugar. 
Larva  on  Ragged  Robin. 

Aparnea  Basilinea.  Common.  Larva 
on  Dandelion  and  Nettle. 


A.  Gemina.  Frequent. 

A.  Oculea.  Very  common. 

Miana  Strigihs.  do. 

M.  Furuncula.  Common.  Flying 
at  tdusk  along  hedgerows.  I 
once  took  a cluster  of  nine  males, 
at  once,  surroundiug  one  female, 
and  a number  were  flying  around 
like  bees. 

To  be  continued. 

Notes  on  Colias  Edusa.  Since  in  the 
“ Manual  ” no  mention  is  made  of 
the  fact  that  this  butterfly  frequently 
survives  the  winter,  two  dates  on 
which  I have  met  with  it  may,  as 
proving  that  circumstance,  be  not 
without  interest ; viz. — Jan.  1st.  and 
June  23rd. 

I consider  that  its  occurrence  in 
mid- winter,  and  subsequently  in  the 
early  part  of  the  summer, — then  very 
much  worn, — is  conclusive  evidence 
that  this  species  hybernates.  On 
another  occasion  I took  a last  year’s 
specimen  on  the  same  day  as  fresh 
ones.  Having  met  with  this  species 
almost  every  season  for  some  years, 
in  different  localities,  I find  the  aver- 
age time  at  which  the  perfect  insect 
begins  to  leave  the  pupa  is  August 
20th. — W.  A.  Lewxb,  Narrow,  N.  IF. 

Query  answered. — I fancy  from  the 
remark  you  make  respecting  my  cap- 
tures in  the  Entomologist  “ is  this 
correct?”  that  some  doubt  exists  in 
your  mind  as  to  the  accuracy  of  my 
statement.  I do  not  know  to  which 
species  you  refer.  Witli  regard  to 
C.  Boreata,  I showed  some  of  my  cap 
turcs  to  my  friend  Mr.  T.  H Allis  of 
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York  who  said  they  were  really  very 
fine  specimens  of  that  species.  I at 
the  same  time,  think  you  cannot 
doubt  the  abundance  of  C.  JBrumata, 
as  I can  assure  you  I am  very  much 
within  bounds  when  I say  that  I 
could  have  taken  one  hundred  from 
one  tree.  With  regard  to  H.  Defoliaria 
I told  my  brother,  who  has  more 
time  to  collect  than  I,  to  set  me  a 
hundred  of  that  species.  The  next 
week  I saw  him  he  told  me  he  had 
got  the  hundred  I wanted,  and  asked 
“ Did  I wish  for  any  more  ? ” as  they 
were  very  abundant.  I hope  this 
account  will  satisfy  you. — G.  Hawson, 
Gill  House,  Coclcermoutli. 

[ Our  remarks  lmd  reference  merely 
to  H.  Defoliaria.  The  rest,  of 
course,  we  did  not  doubt.  Probably 
our  correspondent  is  aware  that  the 
end  of  January  or  the  begining  of 
February  is  a very  strange  time  for 
this  species.  Here,  and  at  most  other 
places  it  is  out  about  the  end  of 
October,  or  the  earlier  part  of  No- 
vember, and  only  a few  miserable 
stragglers  are  to  be  found  after  Christ- 
mas. We  could  not  help  fancying 
that  by  some  slip  of  the  pen  he  had 
written  Defoliaria  for  Progemmaria. 
Ed.  W.  E.] 

Ova,  Larva  and  Pupa  of  N.  Luc- 
ina.  At  the  end  of  May  and  begining 
of  June  1862  my  sisters  and  myself 
found  some  eggs  and  newly-hatched 
larvae  on  the  back  of  cowslip  leaves 
amongst  the  long  grass  in  a small 
rough  field  in  this  Parish,  surrounded 
by  Birch  Woods,  where  N.  Lucina 


had  abounded,  a week  or  two  previ- 
ously. I had  little  doubt  that  they 
would  prove  to  be  the  ova  and  larvae 
of  this  butterfly,  and  my  conjecture 
has  proved  correct.  I succeeded  in 
rearing  five  or  six  to  the  pupa  state. 
I kept  the  pupae  in  a warm  room  and 
a little  before  Christmas  a pair  of  N. 
Lucina  appeared.  I subjoin  a descrip- 
tion of  eggs,  larva  and  pupa.  The 
eggs  all  white,  rather  conical  in  shape, 
and  deposited  either  singly  or  in  small 
clusters,  upon  the  back  of  the  leaf  of 
the  Cowslip  ( Primula  veris.  J 

The  larva  has  the  ground  colour 
dingy  ochreous  olive.  Central  dor- 
sal line  blackish  or  very  dark  olive, 
much  darker  at  the  centre  of  each 
segment.  Subdorsal  lines  slanting, 
dark  olive,  dotted  posteriorly  on  each 
segment  with  a dull  yellow  spot. 

On  each  segment  between  the  dor- 
sal and  subdorsal  lines  is  a largish 
orange  tubercular  spot,  surmounted 
by  a tuft  of  reddish  orange  hair.  Be- 
tween the  subdorsal  and  spiracular 
lines  a similar  row  of  smaller  spots 
and  tufts.  Spiracular  line  indistinct, 
anteriorly  olive, — posteriorly  dull 
yellow.  Spiracles  black.  Head  reddish 
yellow.  Belly  dirty  greenish  yellow, 
destitute  of  markings.  Feeds  on  the 
leaves  of  the  Cowslip.  Full  fed, 
middle  of  July.  In  appearance  res- 
embles the  larva  of  P.  Alexis.  Pupa 
pale  straw  colour.  Along  the  centre 
of  both  thorax  and  abdomen,  a double 
row  of  rather  large  black  spots ; on 
each  side  three  similar  rows, — the  in- 
termediate one  much  smaller  than  the 
others.  Upper  edge  of  the  wing-cases 
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black.  On  the  head  and  extreme  end 
of  thorax  two  transverse  black  bands. 
In  form,  colour,  and  general  appear- 
ance, closely  resembles  the  pupa  of 
M.  Artemis.  He  yd.  H.  Harpur 

Crewe,  The  Rectory,  Drayton  Beau- 
champ, Tring , 

Benzine.  With  reference  to  your 
leading  article  of  Saturday  last,  I 
may  say  that  I find  it  quite  impossible 
to  obtain  Benzine  in  a pure  state.  As 
obtained  in  shops  it  is  pregnant  with 
greasy  matter  and  other  impurities, 
and  for  Entomological  purposes  re- 
quires re-distillation.  If  this  process 
be  carefully  gone  through,  with  per- 
fectly clean  apparatus,  I believe  it 
will  do  away  with  the  inconveniences 
attending  the  use  of  this  useful  com- 
modity. Z.  Armitage,  Townfield 
House,  Altrincham. 

Entomological  English.  On  the  prin- 
ciple of  “ audi  alteram  partem ,”  let 
me  offer  a word  or  two  on  this  subject. 
It  is  easy  to  hold  up  a word  or  a 
phrase  to  ridicule,  but  it  may  be  as 
easy  to  point  the  shaft  the  other  way. 
It  may  seem  very  unpoetical  to  speak 
of  the  “ Dingy  Mocha,”  quoted  by 
you,  but  it  would  appear,  I think, 
equally  out  of  the  vein  to  apostrophise 
the  “ Lousewort,”  the  “ Toad  Elax,” 
or  the  “ Catstail,”  or  to  indite  an  ode 
to  the  “ Hog’s  Fennel,”  the  “ Sow 
Thistle,”  the  “ Goosefoot,”  the  “Vip- 
er’s Bugloss,”  or  the  “ Biting  Stone- 
crop  ; ” — let  alone  the  “ Henbane,” 
the  “Dogstail  Grass,”  the  “ Stinging 
Nettle,”  the  “foetid  Horchound,”  or 
even  the  “mugwort,”  the  “Dande- 


lion,” the  “ Loosestrife,”  or  the 
“ common  Skullcap.” 

When  I was  at  Bromsgrove  School, 
one  of  the  boys  sent  his  Sophocles  and 
his  Euripides  to  the  Bookbinder’s  to  be 
bound,  and  the  boy  who  brought  them 
back  announced  the  fact  with  “ Please 
Sir  your  Yurepides  and  your  Sphdcles 
are  done  ; ” and  I have  myself  heard 
some  of  our  unclassical  brother  En- 
tomologists talk  of  Cardamines,  Dap- 
lidice,  Cassiope,  and  Europome, — a 
usage  of  Latin  hardly  to  be  considered 
in  common  vogue.  I plead  guilty  to  the 
frequent  adaptation  of  Latin  quota- 
tions, but  I guarded  myself  by  saying 
that  I translated  every  where  when 
necessary,  and  therefore  was  hardly 
likely  to  contradict  myself  by  adding 
the  remainder  of  the  original  sentence 
“ obscurus  fio.” 

Let  me,  in  conclusion,  thank  you 
very  sincerely  for  the  flattering  manner 
in  which  you  have  several  times  spok- 
en of  my  “ History  of  British 
Moths.”  As  the  plates  are  not  of  my 
own  execution,  I will  say  of  them 
that  they  are  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise  that  can  be  given,  and  that 
they  are  the  best, — the  very  best,  ever 
yet  produced,  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  Yours  is  about  the  five 
hundredth  encomium  on  my  works 
that  I have  received  from  various  parts 
of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  from  each 
of  the  four  quarters  of  the  Globe.  A 
friend  of  mine  told  me  once  that  every 
morning,  at  breakfast,  when  the 
Postman’s  knock  comes,  he  expects  to 
receive  a letter  from  some  respectable 
country  solicitor  to  inform  him  that 
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some  charming  old  Lady,  whose  name 
he  had  never  even  heard  before,  has 
bequeathed  to  him  the  whole  of  her 
extensive  property.  The  letter  indeed 
has  not  ever  come  yet,  but  he  is  daily 
looking  out  for  it,  in  hope  that  it  may 
come  sooner  or  later.  I have  had 
such  flattering  encomiums  (or  if  I 
must  be  correct  encomia)  from  my 
readers,  and  now  again  from  you, 
that  I have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  in  like  manner,  some  fine  morn- 
ing,— some  red-letter  day,  I shall  re- 
ceive an  announcement  that  some 
eminent  and  worthy  personage,  (a 
worthy  follower  of  the  example  of 
Mr.  Nield  who  left  by  will  £200,000 
to  Her  Majesty  a few  years  ago)  has 
determined  on  presenting  me  with 
the  like,  or  a somewhat  less  amount, 
to  express  his  sense  of, — etc,  etc,  etc. 
Adsit  omen.  Pardon  the  Latin. 
E,evd.  F.  O.  Morris.  Nunburnholme 
Rectory , Hayton,  York. 

CAPTURES. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  at  Keswick.  On  Saturday 
night  the  14th.  of  February  I went 
to  collect  insects  at  Keswick  along 
with  my  brother.  Although  the  night 
was  very  frosty  and  cold,  we  took  the 
following  species, — P.  Pilosaria,  H. 
Leucophearia,  II.  Progemmaria  (in 
cop.) — II.  Defoliaria , II.  Rupica- 
praria , A.  JEscularia  (in  cop.)  L. 
Multistrigaria.  My  brother  took  a 
good  specimen  of  Multristrigaria,  the 
first  week  in  January.  I have  already 
seen  hybernated  specimens  of  C. 
Spadicea  and  S.  Satellitia.  Also  a 
single  specimen  of  V.  Urticce. 


The  reason  why  Collectors  do  not 
get  insects  at  this  season  is  because 
they  do  not  go  to  look  for  them. 
Sitting  by  the  fire  will  not  fill  the 
Pill  Boxes.  G.  Mawson,  Gill  House, 
Cockermouth. 

Captures  near  Shooter’s  Hill.  On 
the  evening  of  the  6th  a friend  of 
mine,  Mr.  Jack,  while  searching 
with  the  lamp  on  some  palings  in 
Shooter’s  Hill  Wood,  found  a very 
fine  specimen  of  Tephrosia  Crepuscu- 
laria  just  emerged  from  the  pupa. 

On  the  10th.  I found,  in  the  same 
neighbourhood  Pterophorus  Pterodac- 
tylus  and  Cheimatophila  Mixtana. 
Can  any  of  your  correspondents  inform 
me  if  any  of  the  above  insects  have 
been  met  with  in  previous  seasons  at 
so  early  a date,  or  is  it  the  mildness 
of  the  season  that  has  induced  them  to 
make  their  appearances  thus  early  ? 
G.  Purnell,  59  Villa  Road,  Plum- 
stead,  Kent. 


MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 


Bowdon  and  Altrincham  Ento- 
mological Society, — On  Thursday, 
Feb.  5th.  1863,  the  monthly  meet- 
ing of  the  above  Society  was  held  at 
the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  Armitage,  Sec- 
retary,— Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Presi- 
dent in  the  chair. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  members 
take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
forming  a collection  of  British  Insects 
of  all  orders  for  the  use  of  the  Society, 
and  it  was  resolved  to  discuss  the 
question  at  the  next  meeting. 
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Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  read  and  re- 
marked on,  several  papers  on  Ento- 
mology in  the  report  of  the  British 
Association  for  1860. 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  exhibited  a 
box  of  Coleoptera. 

Mr.  T.  Blackburn  exhibited  a box 
of  Coleoptera,  containing  among  other 
species,  Ocypus  brunnipes,  cupreus 
and  ater,  Xanfholinus  punctulatus 
and  linearis , Othius  fulvipennis  and 
Lathrobium  elongatum  and  fulvipenne, 
several  of  these  being  represented  by 
very  fine  series. 

Mr.  E.  Armitage  exhibited  a box 
of  German  Lepidoptera,  which  he 
had  collected  while  on  the  Continent. 

Mr.  H.  Balshaw  invited  the  mem- 
bers to  hold  their  next  meeting  at  his 
house,  and  after  a vote  of  thanks  had 
been  returned  to  Mr.  Armitage  for  his 
entertainment,  the  proceedings  closed. 


i:xniA»«R. 


Free  Offer.  I have  a few  duplic- 
ates of  E.  Cervinata,  A.  Tritici,  II. 
Micacea , A.  Valligera,  A.  Rumicis, 
which  I shall  be  glad  to  distribute  as 
long  as  my  stock  lasts,  on  receipt  of 
box  and  return  postage.  I have  ova 
of  the  first  species  if  any  one  wishes 
to  breed  it.  J.  E.  Bobson,  Olive 
Street,  Hartlepool . 

Notices  to  Correspondents. 

We  are  again  compelled  to  reserve 
some  interesting  communications  for 
next  week. 

E.  G.  We  have  no  objections  to  re- 
ceive a half  year’s  subscription. 
W.  A.  L.  Your  interpretation  of 
our  meaning  is  correct. 

P.  I.  We  shall  be  glad  of  your  pro- 
posed articles. 


ADVEBTISEME1TTS. 


Will  shortly  be  ready 
ABOUT  FIFTEEN  COPIES  OF  THE 


YOL  I. 


bound  in  cloth,  price  ( post  free  J Is. 

May  be  obtained,  on  receipt  of  the  above  amount,  from  Mr.  T.  Blackhuun, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

N.  B.  Complete  sets  (unbound)  of  the  first  volume  arc  not  now  on  sale. 


Will  Shortly  be  published  in  monthly  parts,  Pr  ice  1/3.  a new  Work  on  the 

BRITISH  SPHIHGIHA, 

ILLTJSTBATED  BY 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  NATURE. 

Each  part  with  three  Plates  containing  from  1 to  8 figures  and  1 6 pages 
of  Letter-press.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  this  entirely  new  method  of  illus- 
tration, a more  correct  figure  of  each  insect  will  be  obtained,  than  has  yet  been 
produced. 


Printed  for  the  Altrincham  and  Bowdon  Entomological  Society  by  Thom  vs  Bm.shaw 
and  Son,  3-2,  Church  Street,  Altrincham,  in  the  County  of  Cheater- 
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EDWAED  DONOVAN- 


EXTRACTS  from  the  cele- 
“L4  brated  work  of  this  remarkable 
man  may  be  not  unsuitably  prefaced 
by  a Notice  of  bis  life. 


The  date  of  Donovan’s  birth  is  not 
exactly  known  but  it  was  probably 
somewhere  near  1770.  Among  his 
first  works  was  “ A Natural  History 
of  British  Insects  ”.  This  was  begun 
in  1792,  and  finished  according  to  the 
“Accentuated  List”  in  1803,  but 
according  to  other  accounts  in  1816. 
It  consisted  of  16  volumes.  It  is  not 
a systematic  work,  but  describes  and 
figures  various  remarkable  species  of 
all  orders,  without  regard  to  their 
Scientific  arrangement.  In  1794  he 
brought  out  a little  work  entitled 
“ Instructions  for  Collecting  and  Pre- 
serving various  subjects  in  Natural 
History,”  8vo.,  London.  From  1794 
to  1797  he  was  employed  in  publishing 
from  time  to  time,  a work  in  four 
volumes  consisting  of  drawings  and 
descriptions  of  British  Birds  entitled 
“The  Natural  History  of  British 
Birds”  18mo.  In  1798  he  brought 
out  the  first  of  a series  of  works  on 
the  insects  of  Asia,  illustrated  with 
great  artistic  skill.  These  works  were 


“ An  Epitome  of  the  Insects  of  China” 
1798,  4to.,  London.  “An  Epitome 
of  the  Natural  History  of  the  Insects 
of  India”  1800,  4to.,  London.  “An 
Epitome  of  the  Insects  of  Asia”  1798 
— 1805,  4to.,  London  3 vols.  These 
works  met  with  an  extensive  sale,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  did 
much  to  encourage  the  Science  of 
General  Entomology. 

In  1805  he  published  a work  entitl- 
ed “Descriptive  excursions  through 
South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  in 
the  year  1804  and  four  preceding 
summers  ” London  8vo.  This  is  by 
no  means  confined  to  Natural  History, 
but  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
Archfeological  works  on  the  Subjects 
of  which  it  treats.  The  Chinese  lan- 
guage seems  also  to  have  formed  a 
part  of  Donovan’s  very  extended  field 
of  Study.  Indeed  we  think  it  may 
be  partly  owing  to  the  universality  of 
his  genius,  that  Science  is  not  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  any  important  discovery. 
His  figures  are  marvels  of  artistic  ex- 
cellence but  he  was  far  behind  his  day 
in  Scientific  attainments.  Donovan 
was  a contemporary  of  the  renowned 
Haworth,  against  whom  he  entertained 
anything  but  friendly  feelings.  Like 
many  other  men  who  have  laboured 
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hard  and  long  in  the  cause  of  Science, 
Donovan  according  to  his  own  account; 
was  but  ill  repayed  by  popular  favour 
and  support.  In  1833,  five  years 
before  his  death,  he  published  “ A 
Memorial  respecting  my  Works  on 
Natural  History,”  in  which  he  makes 
it  his  object  to  show  that  while  his 
Publishers  had  been  realising  large 
Sums  from  the  Sale  of  his  Books,  he, 
the  injured,  but  deserving  author  had 
been  well  nigh  ruined.  And  this 
does  not  appear  to  be  far  from  the 
truth,  for  he  died  in  a state  of  abject 
poverty  in  1837.  He  seems  to  have 
been  a man  of  great  genius,  but  of  too 
narrow  a mind  to  have  become  either 
a Great  Naturalist  or  a Great  Man. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 

obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St. 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Hobson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr,  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 


Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Pos 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Orthoptera. 

Notes  on  the  species. 

1.  Gryllotalpa  vulgaris.  Latr. 
(Will-o -the-wisp  ?)  Common  in 
most  places. 

2.  Ocanthus  pellucens.  Sesp.  Only 
one  specimen,  and  that  immature, 
was  taken  at  Horning  Fen  in  Nor- 
folk ( or  at  Ilalvergate  ?)  by  Mr. 
Haworth. 

3.  Aclieta  campestris.  Linn.  I have 
frequently  heard  the  perfect  insect 
and  have  taken  a very  small  larva 
of  it  and  one  much  larger  in  Port- 
land. It  is  very  local  and  difficult 
to  take.  A man  I employed 
crawled  very  quietly  to  the  place 
whence  the  sound  issued  and  by 
means  of  much  patience  succeeded 
in  capturing  a few. 

4.  A.  Syhestris.  Fabr.  I found  this 
in  plenty  once  amongst  dead  leaves 
in  a gravel  pit  in  the  New  Forest. 
This  species,  as  well  as  A.  campes- 
tris has  a chirping,  which  may  be 
mistaken  for  that  of  the  Cicada. 

5.  A.  domestica.  Linn.  Common 
enough  and  it  is  curious  to  see  how 
they  will  run  through  the  burning 
embers  on  the  hearth.  In  the 
summer  1 have  taken  them  flying 
out  of  doors. 
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6.  Odontura  punctatissima.  Ec. 
(Standish  and  Dale).  This  was 
common  here  some  years  ago  and 
disappeared  for  several  years,  but 
has  turned  up  again  in  tolerable 
plenty. 

7.  Meconema  varia.  Fab.  This  and 
the  last  are  found  on  trees  and 
bushes.  Not  Bare. 

8.  Xiphidion  fuscum.  Fab.  This 
has  been  erroneously  given  as 
British.  I have  not  seen  a British 
specimen.  It  has  been  from  a mis  - 
take in  nomenclature.  This  may  be 
known  by  its  complete  second  wings. 

9.  X.  dorsalis.  Latr.  This  was  con- 
founded with  the  last.  Found  in 
Marshy  places  near  Christchurch, 
Eants ; Whittlesea  Mere  ; Thorne 
Moor,  Yorkshire,  and  at  other 
places. 

10.  lhamnotrigon  cinereus.  Linn, 
( Clypeata . Bam.')  In  plenty  here, 
Portland,  and  at  other  places. 

11.  T.  Irachyptera.  Linn.  In  plenty 
on  Parley  Heath,  at  New  Forest, 
Charmouth,  etc.  In  heaths. — Thorn 
Moor,  Yorkshire,  etc. 

12.  T.  brevipennis.  Charp.  Very  rare. 
Only  a pair  in  the  British  Museum. 
Taken  at  Coombe  Wood?  or  in 
Devon,  by  the  late  Dr.  Leach. 

13.  T.  grisea.  Fabr.  Common  in 
Portland,  and  also  at  Barton  Cliff, 
Hants, — always  on  the  sea  coast. 

14.  Decticus  verrucivorus.  Linn. 
This  I took  a single  specimen  of,  in 
the  New  Forest  July  3rd.  1844. 
The  late  Professor  Henslow  once 
found  it  in  plenty  on  Chatham  Hill 
near  Rochester.  I have  a pair  of 


the  variety  ( Bingleyi ) taken  near 
Christchurch,  Hants. 

15.  Pachytylus  (. Locusta ) migratorius. 
Linn.  I had  one  brought  in  alive, 
taken  in  this  Parish  (20  miles  from 
the  Sea-Coast.) 

16.  P.  flavipes.  Gmel.  Sad  confus- 
ion made  in  the  British  Museum 
Catalogue  in  nomenclature  copied 
from  a foreign  author.  Once  in 
plenty  at  Whittlesea  Mere,  on 
marshy  fields  by  Parley  Heath  etc, 

17.  P.  tartarica.  Admitted  in  the 
British  Museum  list,  but  no  au- 
thority is  given. 

I have  a larger  species  allied  to  P. 
migratorius,  but  the  hind  wings  are 
pinkish  and  the  spots  on  the  fore 
wings  large.  This  is  from  Madeira, 
whither,  probably,  it  came  from 
Africa.  J.  C.  Dale,  Gian.  TFootton, 
Sherborne,  Dorset. 

Lepibopteba. 

Mites.  What  the  best  preventive 
against  the  attacks  of  mites  may  be, 

I will  not  undertake  to  say, — care  in 
keeping  the  cabinet  dry,  and  in  seeing 
that  specimens  are  throughly  dried 
before  they  are  removed  from  the  set- 
tingboards  will,  no  doubt,  do  great 
things  * but  I may,  perhaps,  be  al- 
lowed to  state  my  experience  with 
regard  to  a couple  of  remedies,  which 
in  the  end  have  proved  greater  pests 
than  the  mites  themselves. 

Some  months  since  I took  a fancy 
to  use  cajeput  oil, — pouring  a few 
drops  of  it  on  a bit  of  sponge  placed 
in  each  drawer  of  my  cabinet,  and, 
for  a time,  it  seemed  to  answer  very 
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well.  Last  autumn, — being  deter- 
mined to  make  assurance  doubly  sure, 
I put  a larger  quantity  than  usual 
into  the  drawers,  and  into  one  or  two 
of  them, — owing  to  the  bottle  slipping 
from  my  fingers, — rather  more  than  I 
intended,  and  a pretty  mess  has  been 
the  result.  The  Cajeput  oil,  in 
evaporating,  settled  on  the  bodies  and 
wings  of  more  than  half  the  specimens 
throughout  my  collection,  causing 
them  to  become  more  or  less  saturated 
with  grease. 

As  soon  as  I perceived  the  extent 
of  my  calamity,  I set  to  work  man- 
fully to  clean  the  greasy  specimens, 
using,  at  first,  benzole  and  calcined 
magnesia.  Although  this  plan  an- 
swered very  well  with  several  speci- 
mens, there  are  a great  many, — un- 
fortunately among  the  rarer  species, 
which  were  only  { made  worse : the 
grease  wasn’t  all  dissolved  by  the  ben- 
zole, and  some  of  it  remained,  and 
made  a paste  "with  the  magnesia, 
either  causing  the  whole  insect  to  look 
dusty  like  a miller,  or  else,  so  obstina- 
tely resisting  the  camel’s  hair  brush 
used  to  remove  it,  that,  in  the  struggle 
antennae,  legs  and  wings  were  fractur- 
ed ; — most  grievous  to  behold.  This 

result  made  me  the  more  willingly 
follow  the  kind  advice  of  a friend, 
who  recommended  rectified  turpen- 
tine and  powdered  pipeclay  and  I am 
happy  to  say  that  I can  now  clean 
twenty  or  twenty  five  specimens  every 
morning  without  any  failures. 

The  other  caution  I have  to  give  is 
concerning  Cedarwood.  Before  I took 
up  collecting  Lcpidoptera  I used  to 


collect  bird’s  eggs,  and,  to  preserve 
these  treasures,  I spent  the  first  £5, 
I ever  earned,  in  procuring  a cedar 
cabinet, — and  since  then  no  mite  has 
ever  touched  my  eggs.  But  out  of  the 
cedar  wood  there  has  come  a subtle 
vapour  of  turpentine,  which  has  set- 
tled on  the  eggs  in  the  form  of  drops 
of  sticky  gum,  This  can  be  removed 
by  the  application  of  spirits  of  wine 
or  turpentine,  but  it  will  often  soon 
appear  again,  and  although  it  does 
not  really  injure  eggs,  it  certainly 
would  ruin  the  more  fragile  structure 
of  insects.  Revd.  ,T.  Hellinb, 
Chaplain’s  House,  County  Prison, 
Exeter. 

* Note.  I often  keep  Noctua  for 
three  weeks  and  sometimes  even  lon- 
ger, on  my  boards,  before  removing 
them  to  my  store  box  or  cabinet. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOFTERA. 

Captures  in  Winter  ( continued). 

Falagria  ohscura.  One  specimen. 
Oxypoda  longiuscula.  Several, — at 

the  roots  of  a Willow  in  the 
Bollin  Valley. 

Homalota  vicina.  One  specimen. 
Under  bark  on  the  same  tree  as 
the  above. 

1L.  cccrulea.  One.  With  II.  vicina. 
IT.  analis.  One  specimen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Birkin. 

Tachinus  humeralis.  Not  very  scarce. 
At  roots  of  trees. 
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T.  collaris.  One  specimen  at  the 
root  of  a "Willow. 

Tachyporus  humerosus.  Several 
specimens  with  the  above. 

Queclius  fulgidus.  One  specimen. 

Q.  impressus.  Rather  common  on 
Carrington  Moss. 

Q.  molochinus.  One  specimen  at  the 
root  of  an  oak,  in  Ashley. 

Q.  tristis.  Very  abundant  at  the 
roots  of  trees. 

Ocypus  olens.  Not  uncommon  at  the 
roots  of  trees.  Generally  mutila- 
ted. 

0.  brunnipes.  Rather  common. 

0.  cupreus.  Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart 
took  one  specimen  at  Southport. 

O.  ater.  Several  near  Bowdon.  At 

roots  of  trees. 

Philonthus  decorus.  Three  specimens. 
By  digging. 

P.  Politus . Two  specimens.  By 

digging. 

P.  varius. 

P.  nigritulus. 

Xantholinus  punctulatus.  Very  com- 
mon. At  roots  of  trees. 

X.  linearis.  Not  quite  so  common  as 
punctulatus. 

X.  Glabratus.  Two  specimens  under 
stones. 

Othius  fulvipennis.  At  Dunham 
Park,  the  Bollin  Valley,  and 
Delamere  Forest. 

0.  melanocephalus.  One  specimen. 

Baptolinus  alternans.  Two  specimens 
in  Dunham  Park. 

Latlirobium  brunnipes.  Very  abun- 
dant. 

L.  elongatum.  Two  specimens. 

L.  fulvipeme.  Very  common.  Especi- 


ally in  the  Bollin  Valley. 

Stems  Bimaculatus.  Three  or  four 
at  roots  of  trees. 

S.  Speculator.  Extremely  abundant. 

At  roots  of  trees. 

S.  tarsatis.  do  do. 

S.  oculatus.  Not  common. 

Oxytelus  rugosus.  Very  common. 

0.  laqueatus.  A few. 

0.  sculpturatus.  One  or  two. 
Lathrimceum  unicolor.  One. 

Omalium  rivulare.  Common  under 
bark. 

O.  vile.  Not  common  under  bark. 
Proteinus  ovalis.  One  specimen. 
Silpha  atrata.  Extremely  abundant. 

Hybernating  at  the  Roots  of  trees. 
Cholera  nigrita.  Common  under  dead 
bodies  and  in  rotten  vegetable 
matter. 

Anisotoma  calcarata.  One  specimen. 
Bhizophagus  ferrugineus.  A few, — 
with  the  following. 

P.  bipustulatus.  Common  under 

bark. 

Simplocaria  semistriata. 

Cercyon  hcemorrhoidale. 

C.  lugubre. 

Aphodius  fimetarius.  Very  common 
at  roots  of  trees. 

A.  contaminatus.  Has  been  common 
under  droppings  all  through  the 
winter. 

A.  rufipes.  A few  at  roots  of  trees. 
Athous  hmnorrlmdalis.  Common  at 
roots  of  trees. 

Elater  balteatus.  Not  uncommon  at 
roots  of  birches  near  Carrington 
Moss. 

T.  BLACKBUfix,  Bowdon , Cheshire. 

To  be  continued. 
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Lepidopteea. 

Captures  at  Ynisygerwn.  In  spite 
of  the  frosty  nights  for  the  last  week 
moths  appear  to  be  coming  out  early. 
I have  taken  three  specimens  of  Tep- 
hrosia  Crepuscularia, — one  on  the 
15th,  one  on  the  16th,  ( on  the  exact 
spot,  of  the  same  tree,  where  I took 
the  first,)  and  the  other  on  the  17th. 
These  were  all  on  tree  trunks. 

During  the  winter  I have  found  all 
the  Hybernias  abundantly, — also  Phig- 
alia  Pilosaria  and  Cheimatobia  Boreata 
( male  and  female  ),  which  latter,  in 
November  and  December,  was  almost 
as  common  in  the  Birch  woods  as 
Brumata. 

I yesterday  saw  a butterfly, — V. 
Io, — sporting  about  in  the  warm  sun- 
shine,— showing  that  they  do  not 
much  care  for  the  frost,  if  the  days  be 
warm.  J T.  D.  Llewelyn,  Ynisy- 
gerwn, Neath,  Glamorganshire.  Feb. 

1 8 th,  1863. 

Variety  of  Petasia  Nuheculosa  bred. 
Will  it  interest  your  readers  to  know 
that  I have  just  set  a beautiful  light 
variety  of  Petasia  Nubeculosa,  bred 
from  the  egg,  fed  upon  Birch  ? The 
pupa  was  kept  outside  all  winter. 

I had  always  an  idea  that  Collectors 
went  too  late  for  this  species, 

I believe  Birch  is  not  its  proper 
food.  The  larvae  feed  up  far  too 
quickly  upon  it,  and  fall  sick  and  are 
dead  in  two  hours,  at  all  stages  of 
their  lives.  Should  I again  get  eggs, 
I shall  try  to  feed  them  upon  a Vac- 
cinium.  The  one  just  born  was  fed 


upon  a living  birch  tree.  C.  S. 
Gregson,  Spring  Hill,  Stanley,  near 
Liverpool , 

MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 

Nobthebn  Entomological  Society. 
The  meeting  of  the  above  Society  was 
held  on  the  22nd.  of  December  1862, 
at  the  residence  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Gregson, 
Stanley  near  Liverpool,  Mr,  Tyerman 
in  the  chair.  The  officers  for  1863, 
were  elected,  Mr.  N.  Greening  of 
Warrington  being  made  President, 
and  Mr.  G.  H.  Wilkinson,  of  Liver- 
pool Secretary,  Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart 
of  Bowdon  was  admitted  as  a member. 

Mr.  Johnson  exhibited  some  varie- 
ties of  A.  caja  and  0.  faseelina.  Mr. 
Galliers  exhibited  A.  Atropos  and 
J).  Galii  taken  in  Prince’s  Park  in 
1862. 

The  Bevd.  J.  Greene  exhibited  a 
collection  of  pupae  of  various  Lepidop- 
tera,  neatly  arranged  and  labelled, 
forming  a most  interesting  study,  and 
well  worthy  of  imitation. 

Mr.  N.  Greening  exhibited  a 
branch  of  alder  in  which  two  larvae  of 
S.  Sphegiformis  had  fed.  The  pupa 
cases  were  left  protruding  though  the 
bark.  He  also  exhibited  various  other 
interesting  species. 

Mr.  Cooper  sent  a specimen  of 
Schmiobius  mucronellus,  taken  by 
himself  near  Warrington  last  summer. 

Mr.  Prcst  forwarded  for  exhibition 
specimens  of  N.  Bondii  and  I.  Ger- 
yon. 

Mr.  Gregson  exhibited  some  inter- 
esting varieties  of  M.  Oxyacanthve 
bred  from  larva)  fed  on  Whitethorn. 
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A paper  was  then  read  by  Mr. 
Brown  in  continuation  of  his  paper 
read  at  the  meeting  on  the  28th.  of 
July.  An  animated  discussion  follow- 
ed. 

With  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  the  proceedings 
terminated. 


HORJE  HAWORTHIAM, 

By  W.  F.  Kikby  Esq. 

Paet  III. 

Haworth  proceeds  to  give  the  char- 
acters of  the  Linn  man  groups  of  Pa- 
pilio,  which  I shall  simply  enumerate 
giving  the  modern  groups  which  he 
refers  to, — at  least  as  far  as  British 
Insects  are  concerned. 

“  *  * Fquites  Achivi  ( Papilio  ) 

* * Parnassii  ( Aporia  ) 

* * * Danai  Candidi  (Pierides  except 

Aporia.) 

f Alice,  ( Pieris,  Leucophasia) 
f f Flavce  ( Colias  ) 

Iff  Sulphurece  ( Gonepteryx  ) 

* * * * Danai  Pestivi  ( Coenonympha 
and  Hipparchia  Hyperanthus ) 

* * * * * Nymphales  Gemmati  (Va- 
nessa Io,  Apatura,  Pyrameis  Cardui, 
and  all  the  Hipparchiae  except  those 
mentioned  above  ) 

* * * * * * Nymphales  Phalerati 

j-  Laciniatce  (Grapta  and  Vanessa 
except  Io ) 

f f Dentatce  (Pyrameis  Atalanta  and 
Limenitis ) 

fff  Fritillarice  ( Argynnides  and 
Nemeobius  ) 

j Argentece  ( Argynnis  J 
J | Albicantes  ^Melitaea  and  Nemeo- 
bius ) 


* ******  Pleleii  Rurales  (Lycse- 
nidse) 

f Caudat®  ( Thecla  )' 
f f Cuprece  ( Chrysophanus ) 
t f f Ccerulece  ( Polyommatus ) 

| Multipunctatce  ( The  great  bulk  of 
the  genus  J 

J X Paucipunctatce  ( Argiolus,  Alsus 
Acis  ) 

********  Pleleii  Urlicoli  [»  ?] 
( Hesperidae ) ” 

The  subdivisions  are  Haworths’  and 
on  the  Avhole  do  him  great  credit. 
The  primary  Linnaean  divisions  are 
not  always  natural  and  Haworth  him- 
self remarks  in  a Note,  “The  Nymph- 
ales Gemmati  and  Phalerati  are  so 
closely  allied  in  some  instances  as  to 
create  a difficulty  in  separating  them  : 
e.  g.  Pap.  Atalanta  is  to  the  full  as 
much  an  ocellated  species  as  it  is  an 
inocellated  one : nevertheless  it  is 
placed  by  Linnaeus  and  others  amongst 
the  Phalerati  which  ought  to  be  in- 
ocellated. The  most  natural  mode  if 
not  the  most  convenient  of  arranging 
the  British  Nymphales , would  be  from 
the  outline  of  their  wings,  paying  no 
regard  to  their  being  ocellated  or  not, 
as  follows — 1 . alts  angulati-laciniatis 
2.  alls  dentatis ; and  subdivide  ad 
colorem.” 

[If  any  of  our  readers  feel  inclined 
to  critize  the  Latin  in  this  or  any  other 
No.  of  the  “ Horax  Haworthianae”  we 
beg  leave  to  say  that  we  have  Mr. 
Kirby’s  authority  for  informing  them 
that  Haworth  or  his  printers  are  alone 
responsible  for  it.  The  conjectural 
emendations  are  our  own.  Ed.  W.E.] 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  DOR 0 VAN. 


“Phaiaena  Pavonia-” 

Insects  of  the  Lepidoptera  order  are 
divided  into  three  genera  Papilio 
Sphinx  and  Phala:na.  Butterflies, 
Hawkmoths  and  Moths.  The  char- 
acters of  the  two  former  hereafter 
those  of  the  Plialcena  are. 

Generic  Character. 

The  Antennae  setaceous,  decreasing 
in  size  from  the  base  to  the  apex. 
The  wings  when  at  rest  are  generally 
deflected.  They  fly  in  the  night. 

Specific  Character. 

Antennae  feathered.  No  trunk. 
Wings  expanded,  horizontal,  rounded 
entire,  with  a large  eye  in  the  centre 
of  each;  the  first  red -brown  waved; 
the  second  orange.  The  antennae  of 
the  male  are  broader  and  the  wings  of 
the  female  larger,  waved  with  black 
and  white  and  bordered  with  yellow. 
Caterpillar  green  or  yellow,  spinous  ; 
on  thorns  and  brambles.  Length  of 
the  Moth  one  inch.  JSerJcen,  out. 
*******  The  singular  prov- 
ision which  nature  makes  for  the  pro- 
tection of  this  fly  deserves  particular 
notice  ; when  the  time  of  its  contin- 
uation in  the  Caterpillar  state  is  ex- 
pired, like  all  others  it  refuses  to  eat ; 


it  then  by  much  labour,  forms  a kind 
of  bag  or  purse  of  a very  tough  sub- 
stance ; this  it  fixes  aginst  the  trunks 
of  trees  &c,  by  a number  of  hairs  or 
filaments  which  remain  on  the  exter- 
nal surface.  It  lines  the  outer  case 
by  one  of  a finer  texture,  the  top  of 
which  is  closed  by  several  bristles 
that  unite  in  the  centre  exactly 
resembling  a cap,  and  excludes  almost 
the  possibility  of  its  receiving  an  in- 
jury during  this  defenceless  state. 
In  this  bag  it  passes  to  the  aurelia  and 
remains  till  the  birth  of  the  perfect 
insect.  * * 

PhALJENA  BuCEFHALA. 

Generic  Character. 

A ntennso  taper  from  the  base  to  the 
apex  and  are  setaceous  Wings  in  gen- 
eral deflected  when  at  rest.  Fly  by 
night.  No  Trunk.  Wings  reversed 
i e first  wings  horizontal  and  second 
erect. 

Specific  Character. 

Antennae  feathered.  First  wings 
grey  with  two  double  transverse 
brown  waves,  and  a large  brown  spot 
at  the  extreme  angle.  Second  wings 
plain,  light  yellow  length  scarce  one 
inch.  Caterpillar  hairy,  yellow,  with 
black  spots.” 
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We  cannot  forbear  giving  the  fol- 
lowing as  a specimen  of  Donovan’s 
Magniloquent  style. 

“Its  beauty  avails  not  the  race  of 
birds  who  pursue  them  from  necessity 
or  from  an  innate  desire  of  cruelty  and 
devastation  ; and  whilst  happy  in  its 
apparent  security  ranging  the  plain 
to  experience  the  pleasures  of  liberty, 
to  banquet  in  the  nectareous  profu- 
sion of  the  vegetable  kingdom  or 
catch  the  dew  drop  from  the  humid 
air,  to  inspirit  and  refresh  his  parched 
system  from  the  midday  heat,  he  be- 
comes a dupe  to  his  happiness,  his 
pleasures  at  once  sully,  and  he  falls 
an  unresisting  victim  into  the  devour- 
ing jaws  of  death.” 

Passing  over  the  descriptions  of 
Phalcena  grossulariata  we  proceed  to 
” Sphinx  Filipendula-: 

Generic  Character 

Sphinx.  Antennae  thickest  in  the 
middle.  Wings  when  at  rest  deflexed 
fly  slow,  morning  and  evening  only” 
[of  course  this  is  an  error,  as  regards 
the  Zygeenid ce  Sfc.~\ 

The  specific  characters  are  too  well 
known  to  be  worth  quoting  here. 

“ P HAL/ENA  EvONYMEI.I.A.” 

On  this  species  Donovan  remarks 
“ The  caterpillars  of  the  Pha.  pattella 
and  Evonymella  are  ever  found  in 
society,  and  many  circumstances  may 
be  advanced  to  prove  them  cither  var- 
ieties of  each  other  or  difference  of  sex 
only,  although  Linneus  considered 
them  as  distinct  species.  They  differ  in 
colour,  the  caterpillars  of  one  being 
light  yellow  brown,  the  other  black 
and  the  upper  wings  of  the  Evonymella 


are  less  of  a lead  colour  than  those  of 
the  Padella.  To  gain  information  on 
this  subject  we  this  season  put  the 
eggs  of  sevaral  females  into  different 
glasses ; the  eggs  of  each  female  pro- 
duced both  kinds  of  caterpillars,  they 
became  chrysalides  and  a number  of 
each  sort  of  the  flies  came  forth.  [This 
is  of  course  erroneous;  there  being 
now  6 distinct  species  in  the  genus 
IIyponomeuta.~\ 


CHARGE  FOR  ADVERTISEMENTS- 


A few  Advertisements  will  be  in- 
serted, on  the  last  page  of  the  Weekly 
Entomologist,  subject  to  tbe  following 
charges : — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column....  1 0 

Above  half  a column,  \ o q 
but  under  a column,  j 

Above  a column,  but  j ^ g 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please 
enclose  stamps  for  these  amounts 
when  they  send  notices  which  belong 
to  the  heading  “ Advertisements.  ” 

The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St. 
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Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool,  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Hr,  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 

Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Hr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon , 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  by 
J.  S.  Dell,  Esq. 
Grammesia  Trilinea.  Rare. 
Caradrina  Morpheus,  Erequent. 

C.  Alsines.  Rare. 

C.  Blanda.  Not  common.  Larva  on 
oak. 

C.  Cubicularis.  Very  common. 
Busina  tenebrosa.  Common.  Larva 
on  plantain. 

Agrotis  Valligera.  Erequent  on  the 
coast. 

A.  Puta.  Erequent  at  sugar. 

A.  suffusa.  Common. 

A.  Saucia.  Frequent  at  Ivy  blos- 
soms. I took  one  larva  “in  a 
garden  ” on  the  Hollyoake. 

A.  Segetum.  Common. 


A.  Lunigera.  Rare.  At  sugar. 

A.  Fxclamalionis.  Common  at  light. 

A.  Corticea.  Not  common  at  light. 

A.  Obelisca.  Not  common. 

A.  Lucerned.  ditto. 

Triphcena  Jantliina.  Common.  Larva 
on  plantain. 

T.  Fimbria.  Erequent. 

T.  Interjecta.  Erequent.  Larva  on 

nettle. 

T.  Orbona  Sf  Pronuba.  Yery  com- 
mon. 

Noctua  Glareosa.  Not  common. 

N.  Augur.  Common, 

N.  Plecta.  ditto 

N.  C-nigrum.  Common  at  sugar. 
Larva  eats  anything. 

N.  Bitrapezium.  Rare.  A larva 

taken  on  Wild  Hallow. 

N.  Brunnea.  Erequent.  Larva  on 

Bedstraw  and  Hawthorn  buds. 

N.  Festiva.  Common.  Larva  on 

Grass,  Chickweed,  &c. 

N.  Bahlii.  Rare. 

N Bella.  Common  at  sugar. 

N.  Baja.  ditto 

N.  Neglecta.  Rare. 

N.  Xanthographa.  Yery  common. 

Trachea  Piniperda.  Not  common  at 
sallows. 

Tccniocampa  Gothica.  Common. 

T.  Rubricosa.  Erequent. 

T.  Instabilis.  Common. 

T.  Populeti.  Rare. 

T.  Gracilis.  Not  very  common. 

T.  Miniosa.  Not  very  rare. 

T.  Munda.  Erequent. 

T.  Cruda.  Yery  common.  The  pre- 
ceding eight  species  mostly  at  Sal- 
low bloom. 

Orthosia  Upsilon.  Not  common. 
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O.  Lota.  Common. 

0.  Macilenta.  Frequent. 

Anchocelis  Rufina  Common. 

A.  Lunosa.  Common  at  Ivy  blossom. 

A.  Pistacina.  dittto. 

Cerastis  Vaccinii.  Common  at  sugar. 

C.  Spadicea.  ditto. 

C.  Erythrocephala.  Very  rare.  One 
on  a lamp  at  Plymouth. 

Scopelosoma  Satellitia.  Common. 

Dasycampa  Rubiginea.  Pare. 

Hoporina  Croceago.  Not  common. 

Xanthia  Cerago.  Not  common. 

X.  Silago.  Not  common. 

X.  Aurago.  Rare. 

X.  Ferruginea.  Common. 

C.  Xerampdina.  Rare. 

Costnia  Trapezina.  Common. 

C.  Diffinis.  Not  common. 

C.  Affinis.  ditto. 

C.  Pyralina.  ditto. 

B.  Carpopliaga.  Not  common.  Larva 
in  pods  of  Campion,  and  Imago 
flying  to  the  same. 

I).  Capsincola  8f  Cucubali.  The  same 
remarks  apply  to  these  as  to  the 
last.  These  are  commonly  met 
with, — especially  the  larva  of 
Cucubali. 

B.  Conspersa.  Not  common.  At 
Silene. 

To  be  continued. 


Notes  on  H.  Cassiope. — When  an 
error  is  once  committed  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  it  rectified.  When 
Stephens  published,  in  his  “ Illustra- 
tions ” the  account  of  IT.  Cassiope 
(which  neither  Dr.  Leach  nor  he  be- 
lieved in,  as  British,  till  I convinced 
them  by  its  capture),  he  confused  IT. 


Cassiope  and  Mnestra  sadly. 

There  was  a specimen  of  each  in 
the  British  Museum.  The  former 
Dr.  Leach  had  from  Mr.  Stothard, 
R.  A.,  the  original  captor  (who  gave 
me  the  precise  date, — June  1 1.  1809 
and  [locality, — “ all  the  Hills  about 
Ambleside,” — not  “ Scotland,”  as  in 
the  old  Entom.  Trans.)  The  speci- 
men of  H.  Mnestra  ? (if  indeed  it  be 
that  species)  Dr.  Leach  had  from  the 
cabinet  of  the  late  Hr.  Letson,  but 
where  it  came  from  is  unknown. 
Mr.  Haworth  told  me  that  ho  saw 
Cassiope  in  August  on  the  boggy  side 
of  a mountain  in  Westmoreland.  He 
thought  at  the  time  that  it  was  a 
small  Hyperanthus  but  afterwards 
that  it  was  Cassiope.  The  first  I 
found  was  on  the  18th.  of  June  1827, 
and  the  latest  date  I have  heard  of  is 
Aug.  9th.  1827. — J.  C.  Dale,  Gian. 
Wootton,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

U.  Arcanius. — Many  insects  have 
been  given  as  British  from  the  mis- 
application of  flames.  In  the  Lin- 
nean  Cabinet  were  four  or  five  spec- 
mens  of  Hipparchia  ticketed  as  Ar- 
canius. One,  on  the  reverse  side,  has 
on  the  ticket  “Angl.  Hudson  rariss.” 
It  is  certainly  not  Arcanius  (true), 
but  is  more  like  Typhon  (or  Iphis  ?) 
and  looks  distinct  from  any  varieties 
of  Davus  that  I have  seen. 

I have  foreign  specimens  of  Iphis 
but  not  being  able  to  compare,  cannot 
with  certainty  say  whether  it  is 
this. — Id. 

Relaxing  with  Laurel  Leaves. — Mr. 
Dale  is  right,  as  he  almost  always  is, 
about  the  laurel  leaves.  I had  my- 
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self  found  out  the  mode  of  using  them 
in  the  interval  between  the  appear- 
ance of  my  letter  and  his.  Everyone 
too,  must  have  experienced  that  re- 
laxing with  damp  sand  &c.  has  too 
great  an  effect  on  old  beetles  &c, 
causing  them  to  come  to  pieces  some- 
times. A bottle,  however,  even  one 
of  the  wide-mouthed  ones,  will  not 
do  for  very  large  foreign,  or  even 
British  insects.  I have  therefore 
adopted  the  following  plan.  I get  a 
large  round  tin  canister,  and  have  it 
cut  down  to  a depth  of  four  inches. 
It  is  nine  inches  in  diameter.  Half 
way  down  it  is  divided  by  a piece  of 
perforated  zinc.  The  top  lid  has 
cork  glued  (or  it  might  be  otherwise 
fastened)  within.  The  other  side  is 
filled  with  laurel  leaves,  and  the 
damp  comes  through  the  perforated 
zinc  and  relaxes  the  insect  above,  on 
the  other  lid.  I do  not  bruise  the 
laurel  leaves,  for  I always  consider 
that  the  moisture  beaten  out  is  so 
much  of  the  damp  and  aroma  lost, 
but  I have  them  chopped  up  very 
fine,  and  the  effect  is  thorough.  The 
great  advantage  of  the  laurel  leaves 
over  every  other  method  is  that  there 
is  no  danger  of  harm,  if  the  insects 
are  removed  within  any  reason- 
able time,  but  you  may  leave 
them  under  its  influence  for  weeks  or 
even  months,  and  they  only  become 
all  the  better  relaxed.  I would  say, 
however,  for  fear  of  accidents, 
put  in  fresh  laurel  leaves  every  three 
months,  for  not  only  will  mould  be 
thus  guarded  against,  but  it  stands 
to  reason  that  the  fresh  leaves  will 


have  all  the  more  efficacy, 

I have  been  told  that  heath  leaves 
will  do  as  well,  they  also  containing 
prussic  acid,  which  keeps  them  a long 
time. — Rev.  F.  0.  Morris,  Nunburn- 
holme  Rectory,  Hayton,  York. 


CAPTURES. 

Lepidoptera. 

Capture  of  Rupee. — On  Monday  the 
9th.  inst.,  I went  out  for  a little 
pupa  digging,  but  found  I had  been 
for  the  most  part'  anticipated  by  bet- 
ter pupa  diggers  than  myself ; one  of 
these, — a shrew  mouse  weighing  just 
forty  grains, — I was  spiteful  enough 
to  kill,  as  he  was  skipping  round  the 
trunk  of  an  oak ; and  I had  the  wicked 
pleasure  of  rejoicing  over  the  dead 
body  of  another,  a male  hanging  from 
a trap.  However,  I got  about  a score 
of  pupae,  from  one  of  which  soon  em- 
erged a female  II.  Leucophearia,  and 
from  another,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  a male  T.  Instabilis.  Wish- 
ing to  procure  eggs  of  leucophearia, 
I employed  a lad  to  catch  me  some 
males,  but  instead  of  this  species  he 
brought  me  a number  of  C.  Brumata; 
perhaps  I am  only  showing  great  ig- 
norance, but  I must  confess  I was 
much  surprised  to  find  Brumata  still 
on  the  wing.  When  I reared  a brood 
of  it  once,  I remember  that  the  per- 
fect insects  began  to  emerge  in  the 
first  and  second  weeks  of  November, 
and  here  they  are  now  flying  in  the 
second  week  of  February, — thus 
giving  for  their  flight  a period  of  full 
three  months. 
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I have  mentioned  T.  Instabilis  in 
order  to  add  that  although  it  is  reputed 
a speces  everywhere  common, — not  to 
say  abundant, — I have  never  seen  a 
dozen  specimens  here  in  any  single 
season,  although  I have  often  worked 
the  sallow  blossoms  continually  as 
long  as  they  lasted.  He  yd.  J.  Hellins 
Chaplain's  House,  County  Prison, 
Exeter. 

Cleora  Glabraria  bred.  I bred, 
yesterday,  in  a warm  room,  a fine 
female  of  C.  Glabraria.  The  larva 
was  taken,  last  autumn  in  Sherwood 
Forest.  I had  never  before  taken  the 
insect,  and,  if  I mistake  not,  Sher- 
wood Forest  is  a new  locality  for  it. 
In  the  “ Manual  ” (on  the  authority, 
of  course,  of  a foreign  Entomologist) 
the  larva  is  described  as  occurring  in 
July,  and  as  feeding  upon  lichens  on 
fir  trees.  The  larva  ailuded  to  above 
was  taken  on  the  21st.  of  August- 
So  far  from  feeding  on  lichens,  it 
confined  itself  entirely  to  Birch  leaves. 
So  far  as  I remember,  there  is  not  a 
Fir  tree  in  the  Forest.  Of  this,  how- 
ever, I am  not  sure.  Revd.  J. 
Greene,  Cubley  Rectory,  Doveridge, 
Derby,  Feb.  26.  1863. 


MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 


West  Riding  Consolidated  Natu- 
ralists’ Society.  The  fifth  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  above  society,  was  held 
in  the  large  hall  of  the  Assembly- 
rooms,  Leeds,  on  Tuesday  Feb.  1 7.  at 
three  in  the  afternoon.  The  meeting 
was  attended  by  members  of  the  Leeds, 


Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Wakefield, 
and  Heckmondwike  societies.  Mr. 
Halliday,  of  Halifax,  occupied  the 
chair. — Mr.  Ellis,  of  Heckmondwike 
the  honorary  secretary,  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  and  a 
copy  of  the  letter  he  had  written,  in 
accordance  with  a resolution  passed 
at  Huddersfield,  requesting  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  to  become  the  president 
of  the  society,  and  also  his  lordship’s 
reply,  in  which,  while  declining  from 
private  reasons  that  honour,  his  lord- 
ship  assured  the  society  of  his  wishes 
for  its  success  in  the  innocent  and 
improving  object  which  it  seeks  to 
promote. — In  consequence  of  a sug- 
gestion from  Mr.  Ellis,  it  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Yarley,  of  Huddersfield,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Smethurst,  of  Leeds, 
“ That  gentleman  who  have  not  an 
opportunity  of  joining  any  of  the  local 
societies,  and  wishing  to  join  the  con- 
solidated society  may  do  so  on  pay- 
ment of  Is.  per  annum  towards  the 
general  expenses.” 

After  the  despatch  of  the  usual  routine 
business,  the  chairman  reqested  that 
any  member  who  had  specimens 
would  lay  them  on  the  table,  when 
several  specimens  of  lepidoptera,  shells 
&c,  were  produced  among  which  were 
noticed  three  fine  specimens  of  antiopa 
which  were  exhibited  and  verified  to 
have  been  caught  in  Wakefield,  by 
Mr.  Talbot,  of  that  place,  also  P. 
Iota  in  the  larva,  pupa,  and  imago 
state,  all  animate,  and  bred  from  the 
same  batch  of  eggs,  by  Mr.  B.  Gibson, 
of  Wakefield. 
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Bowdon  and  Altrincham  Entom- 
ological Society.  On  Monday  even- 
ing Feb.  16.  the  fortnightly  meeting 
of  the  above  Society  was  held  at  Mr. 
H.  Balshaw’s,  the  president  Mr.  T. 
Blackburn  in  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cash  was  proposed  as  a member. 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  read  a paper 
entitled  “ Spring  and  Summer  collec- 
ting of  Coleoptera- 

Mr.  Ernest  Geldart  read  a paper 
on  “ the  Hymenoptera,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  honey  bee.” 

Mr.  T.  Blackburn  read  a paper  on 
“ the  progress  of  discovery  in  the 
order  Strepsiplera.” 

Thanks  were  returned  for  these 
papers. 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  exhibited 
Anthicus  pedicularius  (a  fine  set)  and 
other  Coleoptera. 

Mr.  T.  Blackburn  exhibited  fine 
series  of  Bradycellus  cognatus  and 
similis,  also  specimens  of  Dyscliirius 
impunctipennis  and  other  Coleoptera  ; 
Encyrtus  scutellaris,  an  Encyrtus. 
beaten  from  lime,  which  he  did  not 
recognise,  and  several  other  Hymen- 
optera  ; and  a number  of  j Biptera  in- 
cluding Oxycera  formosa  and  trilineata 
Bibio  pomonce,  Limnobia  chorea,  Pty- 
choptera  albimana,  Syrphus  cinctus 
etc. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cash  exhibited  a num- 
ber of  photographs  of  the  Sphmgina. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  invited  the 
members  to  hold  their  next  meeting 
at  his  house,  and  with  thanks  to  Mr. 
H.  Balshaw  for  his  entertainment  the 
proceedings  closed. 


HORiE  HAWORTHIAM, 

By  W.  F.  Kirby  Esq. 

Part  IV. 

It  will  rarely  be  necessary  to  quote 
Haworth’s  detailed  synonymy  and 
Latin  descriptions : I will  therefore 
go  through  his  species  one  by  one, 
extracting  his  most  important  remarks 

Papilio  Machaon. 

Habitat  Larva  in  plantis  umbelli- 
feris  Julio  et  Sept.  Imago  f.  Mai- 
eti  Aug.  umbelliferetis,  satis  infre- 
quens. 

Papilio  Podaliritts. 

Habitat  in  sylvaticis  rarissima  omni- 
um Larva  Mai  ? Imago  i.  Aug  ? 

Exampl  [ar  ?]  um  absolute  Brit- 
annicum  nunquam  vidi.  Locus  in 
Lepidoptera  Britannica  authoritatibus 
Berkenhouti  et  Raii  (quae  ultima  satis 
ambigua  est  prsecipue  pendet.” 

This  common  Continental  species 
is  now  universally  rejected  from 
the  British  List.  Respecting  its  oc- 
currence in  Britain  consult  the  first 
paper  of  this  series. 

Papilio  [Aporia]  Crath:gi 

Habitat  Larva  in  Crataego  et  Grossu- 
laria  tempore  Vernali.  Imago  in 
Hortis  et  peridumetis  satis  infrequens. 

Pupa  flava  punctis  maculisque  nu- 
merosis  nigri. 

Papilio  [Pieris]  Brassicjs. 

Habitat  Larva  in  Brassicis  hortorum 
tempore  setate  [or  aestivo  ?]  nimis 
frequens.  Imago  fere  passim  in  Mai. 
et  in  Aug.” 

Haworth’s  remarks  on  the  damage 
caused  by  the  larva  of  Pieris  are 
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quoted  by  Westwood,  “ Butterflies 
of  Great  Britain,  p.  15.” 

Patilio  [Pieeis]  Rap.e. 
Habitat  passim  ; frequentissimus  in 
bortis,  ubi  Larva  cum  Larvis  prmce- 
dentis  et  sequcntis  Brassicos  male 
devastat  in  Mai.  et  in  Aug.” 


I'otiees  to  Correspondents. 


We  are  again  reluctantly  compelled 
to  reserve  seme  interesting  communi- 
cations till  nest  week. 


ADVEBTISEMEUT.S 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  DONOVAN- 


“ CoLEOTTERA. 

Cicindela  campestris 
Sparkler 

Generic  Character. 

A STTEHM:  taper.  Jaws 
■ prominent,  denticulated.  Eyes 

prominent.  Thorax  margined,  Five 
joints  in  each  foot. 

Specieic  Character. 

Above  green  gold,  Beneath  copper- 
tinged.  Eyes  large.  Thorax  angular 
and  narrower  than  the  head.  Six 
spots  on  each  shell.  An  oval  sub- 
stance at  the  base  of  each  thigh.  Legs 
long  and  slender. 

This  beautiful  insect  varies  some- 
thing in  size  and  color;  the  spots  on 
the  elytra  are  generally  white,  but 
are  often  found  with  spots  of  yellow ; 

. they  fly  or  run  quick,  are  carnivorous, 
and  live  in  dry,  sandy  places.  In  the 
'Spring'its  larva  is  found,  which  re- 
-sembles  a long,  soft,  whitish  worm, 
with  six  legs  and  a brown  scaly  head. 
It  perforates  the  sand  perpendicularly 
and  rests  near  the  surface  to  ensnare 
i insects. 

It  is  very  difficult,  if  at  all  possible, 
to  breed  those  insects,  and  observe 
their  metamorphoses ; we  have  tried 


various  methods,  but  have  not  yet 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

Lucanus  Cervus 

Stag  Beetle. 

Generic  Character. 

Antennae  clavated,  compressed,  pec- 
tinato-fissile.  Maxillae  extended  so 
as  to  resemble  horns.  Five  joints  in 
each  foot. 

Specific  Character. 

Head  and  thorax  black.  Shells  dark 
brown.  Horns  resembling  those  of  a 
stag,  forked  at  the  end,  a small 
branch  near  the  middle  on  the  inside, 
moveable.  Shells  plain. 

The  Stag-Beetle  is  the  largest  Cole- 
opterous insect  we  possess,  but  its 
size  is  insignificant  when  compared 
with  those  of  the  same  kind  that  in- 
habit hot  countries  or  woodlands, — 
as  instanced  in  the  Scaralccus  Hercules 
Ol>C  <V*  ‘r  "4” 

Coleopterous  insects,  in  general,  are 
endowed  with  amazing  strength,  and 
their  arms  are  equally  serviceable  for 
the  assault  or  defence.  The  antlers 
of  this  beetle  are  carefully  to  be  avoi- 
ded by  such  as  attempt  to  deprive  it  of 
liberty  ; with  them  it  strips  off  the 
bark  of  oak  trees,  and  attaches  itself 
firmly  to  the  trunk,  thence  extracting 
the  liquor  that  oozes,  with  its  tongue. 
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Lepidoftera 
Phalcena  Batis. 

Beach- Blossom  Moth. 

Generic  Character. 

Antennae  taper  from  their  apex. 
Wings  in  general  contracted  when  at 
rest.  Fly  by  night. 

Specific  Character. 

First  pair  of  Wings  brown,  with 
five  peach-colored  spots  on  each. 
Second  pair  light  brown. 

The  peach-blossom  Moth  at  first 
sight  so  evidently  distinguishes  itself 
that  it  can  scarcely  be  mistaken.  The 
upper  or  first  pair  of  wings  have  the 
ground  of  a brown  color,  which  in 
some  directions  of  light  assume  a 
golden  appearance ; and  on  each  wing 
are  five  elegantly  disposed  spots  of 
white,  having  each  a centre  of  the 
most  beautiful  bloom,  or  blossom 
color,  which  hlend  into  the  white  with 
the  most  exquisite  softness.  The  un- 
der wings  are  of  a simple  color,  and 
have  only  a transverse  shade  of  a 
darker  hue  across  the  middle  of  each 
wing. 

Its  truly  elegant  appearance  would 
alone  be  sufficient  to  claim  our  atten- 
tion, but  when  we  add  that  it  is  one 
of  the  rarest  and  most  valuable  speci- 
mens of  British  Entomology,  it  will 
be  considered  a compensation  for  those 
more  common  subjects  occasionally 
introduced,  and  which  the  nature  of 
our  plan  cannot  permit  us  to  refuse. 

Our  endeavours  to  procure  the  ca- 
terpillar have  hitherto  been  ineffec- 
tual, although  it  is  very  probably  to 
be  taken  early  in  tho  season,  feeding 


on  the  bramble.  It  is  described  to  be 
a brown  larva,  naked,  or  without 
hairs,  with  a gibbosity  or  rising  on 
the  back  near  the  extremity. 

Our  fly  was  taken  in  Essex,  July 
14th.” 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 


Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St., 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  tho  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 

Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 
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A July  Trip.  How  few  of  our 
Entomological  friends  give  us  any  ac- 
count of  their  rambles  and  captures 
during  the  past  summer  ! Is  it  be- 
cause their  exertions  have  resulted  in 
disappointment,  or  because  they  have 
not  bestirred  themselves  and  made 
some  endeavour  to  add  a rarity  or  two 
to  their  collection  ? The  past  season 
certainly  was  the  worst  as  regards 
numbers  of  Lepidoptera  that  I ever 
remember  during  forty  years  of  En- 
tomological experience ; yet  a few 
good  things  fell  to  my  lot  from  hard 
working  and  determined  perseverance. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  mention 
them  here,  but  merely  to  give  a short 
account  of  an  unsuccessful  trip,  taken 
despite  the  sad  and  gloomy  accounts  of 
Entomological  affairs  in  the  country. 
It  was  upon  the  16th  of  July,  when 
by  virtue  of  a railway  ticket  I found 
myself  removed  to  some  thirteen  miles 
from  Worcester,  into  the  red  sand- 
stone district, — a fine  dry  locality, 
especially  good,  I imagined,  for  in- 
sect developement.  I commenced  op- 
erations and  fought  away,  m true 
“ Balaklavian  ” style,  for  upwards  of 
five  miles,  leaving  nothing  unattacked 
that  was  likely  to  yield  any  spoil,  un- 
til I arrived  near  the  famous  Shraw- 
ley  Wood.  Will  it  be  believed  that 
I only  beat  out  a brace  of  Magpies 
( A.  Grossulariata  ) and  two  or  three 
equally  common  things.  And  did  not 
even  behold  one  single  butterfly  of 
any  species  throught  the  whole  dis- 
tance ? But  such  was  the  case,  al- 
though the  day  was  fine,  hot,  and 
promising.  I did  not  despair,  not- 


withstanding, and  after  imbibing  fresh 
hopes  with  spring  water,  dashed  off  to 
the  wood,  when,  behold ! at  its  en- 
trance, a tirade  of  very  threatening 
language  posted  up  against  “ all  tres- 
passers.” Of  course  I did  not  choose 
to  consider  that  this  had  any  reference 
to  myself,  and  I again  fell  to  work 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  and 
energetically  did  my  best,  beating  for 
larvae,  macros  and  micros,  until  I had 
assailed  all  the  best  and  most  likely 
places  in  the  wood.  Only  one  larva 
worthy  of  notice  tumbled  into  my 
net,  it  was  JSr.  Ziczac,  and  was  feed- 
ing upon  alder — quite  a new  circum- 
stance to  me.  The  only  butterflies  I 
saw  in  the  wood  were  S.  Hyperanthus, 
S.  Tithonus,  aud  A.  Paphia, — about 
eight  or  ten  each  of  the  two  former, 
and  three  only  of  the  latter,  one  of 
which  being  very  fresh,  I took  posses- 
sion of  instanter.  This  species  was 
usually  plentiful  in  the  locality.  P. 
Stramentalis,  I may  also  remark,  was 
formerly  a common  insect  here,  but 
the  flat  weedy  swamp  where  it  flew 
has  been  converted  into  a pond,  and 
only  a small  portion  of  it  remains  to 
afford  protection  to  the  species.  Upon 
thoroughly  hunting  over  this  spot,  I 
secured  about  a dozen,  and  after  frigh- 
tening a perfect  E.  Heparata  out  of 
an  Alder  bush,  which  was  most  agree- 
ably conveyed  into  one  of  my  recep- 
tacles, I took  a farewell  glance  at  the 
denunciations  that  were  gibbetted 
aloft  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood,  and 
made  myself  scarce  in  that  most  un- 
prolific  and  impolite  part  of  the  coun- 
try. In  my  retreat  homewards,  ac- 
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cording  to  Entomological  etiquette,  I 
took  the  usual  liberties  -with  people’s 
hedges  and  fences,  and  got  away  com- 
fortably, unabused  amd  unrewarded 
for  all  my  pains  and  anxious  exertions. 
I was  now  in  the  road  again,  hum- 
bled in  the  dust,  for  there  was  plenty 
of  it,  and  a copious  draught  of  water 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a most  desirable 
thing,  and  when  no  ale  etc.  is  come- 
at-able,  it  is  indeed  a most  capital  ar- 
ticle. Having  reached  the  precints  of 
a cottage,  a most  woeful  countenance 
presented  itself,  as  I begged  the  favour 
of  a jug  of  water,  which  was  instantly 
handed  to  me.  The  poor  woman 
seemed  to  be  in  trouble,  and  upon  my 
asking  her  if  there  was  anything  the 
matter,  she  replied,  “ why,  Sir,  I’ll 
tell  you.  My  daughter  Kitty  that 
lives  just  over  yonder  has  just  dropped 
into  an  accident,  and  I expects  the 
poor  girl  will  be  put  to  bed  every 
day.*  Howsomever,  I just  heard  the 
mop  a quabbling  in  the  bucket,  and 
that’s  a sure  sign  something  bad’ll 
happen.”  “ Well,”  said  I “ that  is 
a grievous  thing,  but  don’t  frighten 
yourself  to  death,  and  let  me  tell  you 
this,  for  a certainty, — if  something 
or  other  should  not  happen,  you  may 
rely  upon  it  nothing  else  will.”  Lor, 
Sir,  I return  you  many  thanks  you 
have  raly  done  me  good;  and  plaisc 
Sir,  to  call  in  again  when  you  comes 
this  way,  for  I am  so  glad  of  a bit  of 
comfort.” 

Having  had  lots  of  fluid  and  fun,  I 
marched  off  in  “good  order.”  The 
shadows  of  evening  and  disappoint- 
ment gathered  around  me,  as  I pro- 


ceeded homeward,  and  I thought  I 
needed  something  of  the  comforting 
kind  myself,  after  toiling  from  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning  until  ten  o’clock 
at  night,  without  sitting  down  even 
a single  moment  throughout  the  whole 
journey.  A.  Edutjxds,  The  Ty  thing. 
Worcester. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


NeUROFTERA. 

Females  of  the  geuus  Agrion.  I 
have  remarked  in  a previous  commu- 
nication that  in  the  genus  Agrion  I 
have  found  that  there  are  sometimes 
two  sorts  of  females.  I will  now 
mention  in  what  respects  they  seem  to 
differ  from  each  other.  I have  fem- 
ales of  A.  tenellum  which  have  green- 
ish abdomens  with  the  two  or  three 
first  joints  reddish,  but  I have  taken 
two  or  three  with  all  the  joints  of  the 
6ame  color.  In  elcgans  and  pumilio 
also,  the  females  are  different  some- 
times in  color,  from  the  ordinary  type. 

J.  C.  Dale,  Gian.  Wootton,  Sherborne 
Dorset. 

Lihellula  Sparshalli.  I have  a 
specimen  of  a Lihellula  which  I cal- 
led Sparshalli.  Mr.  Sparshall  said 
he  took  it  at  Horning  Fen,  Norfolk, 
and  the  Baron-de-Selys  tells  me  it  is 
L.  viridula  (not  even  European.) 
Sparshall  said  he  was  sure  that  he 
took  it  at  Horning,  and  that  as  Mac- 
haon  is  found  in  India,  why  should 
we  doubt  L.  Sparshalli  ? Id. 

Lkpidodtera. 

tl 

//.  Defoliaria.  In  confirmation  of 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Mawson,  as  re- 
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gards  the  occurrence  of  Defoliaria  in 
January,  I may  state  that,  during 
January  1862, 1 had  several  examples 
of  this  species  developed  (one  on  the 
20th,)  most  of  -which  were  females. 
Last  November  I took  two  or  three 
males,  at  light,  but  they  were  then  in 
a very  mutilated  condition,  so  it  ap- 
pears that  individual  examples  of  this 
species  “ put  in  an  appearance  during 
several  months,  and  although,  as  you 
observe,”  only  miserable  stragglers 
are  to  be  met  with  after  Christmas 
yet  occasionally  some  specimens  are 
developed  after  that  season.  G.  B. 
Corbin,  Ringwood,  Hants. 

Notes  on  the  genus  Tceniocampa. 
Every  Lcpidopterist  of  a years  stand- 
ing can  claim  acquaintance  with  some 
examples  at  least,  of  this  interesting 
genus.  And  as,  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  other  Lepidoptera  are  still  but 
scantily  represented  in  the  perfect 
state,  it  is  to  the  collecting  of  the 
Tceniocampce  that  we  now  mainly 
devote  ourselves. 

The  species  now  appropriately  col- 
lected into  a genus  under  Guenee’s 
name  Tceniocampa  were  formerly  clas- 
sed by  Stephens  with  the  Orthosice 
(except  the  species  Gothica,  Leucog- 
rapha  and  Rubricosa ) and  as  an  ex- 
cessive proneness  to  variation  is  a 
striking  feature  of  this  group,  we  need 
not  wonder  that  varieties  of  nearly 
every  one  of  the  species  have  been 
described  as  distinct  by  Haworth.  We 
find  accordingly  four  names  in  that 
author  for  one  insect  ( Instabilis ,)  three 
for  another  fStabilis)  and  so  on. 


Guenee  says  that  the  larva  of  Min- 
iosa  and  Cruda  are  carnivorous,  hut 
although  we  know  that  S.  Satellitia, 
in  the  same  family,  is  a cannibal  in 
the  larva  state,  I am  not  aware  that 
this  propensity  has  been  observed  in 
any  species  of  this  genus,  in  Britain. 
Recurring  to  the  subject  of  the  mul- 
tiplication of  names  by  old  authors, 
and  hence  to  names  in  general,  we 
may  stop  to  make  the  enquiry  why 
the  nomenclature  of  Munda  and  Cruda 
is  in  such  marked  antithesis.  The 
latter  insect,  especially,  seems  not  to 
have  been  very  much  in  the  good 
graces  of  preceding  Entomologists,  for 
in  Haworth’s  book  we  find  it  dignified 
by  the  appellations  of  Nana  and  Pus- 
ilia.  This  genus  will,  I think,  always 
have  an  attraction  for  Entomologists, 
as  many  of  the  species  are  so  very 
common,  and  prolific  in  varieties, — 
and  since  their  capture  is  a matter  of 
such  ease  and  gratification,  for  the 
sallow  blossoms,  in  spring,  afford  an 
abundant  harvest  of  the  imago,  and 
the  results  of  the  pupa-digger’s  labour 
in  early  winter,  always  show  a great 
preponderance  of  these  Chrysalides. 
W.  A,  Lewis,  Harrow,  N W. 


CAPTURES. 


CoLEOPTERA. 

Captures  in  winter. 
Continued. 

Cryptohypnus  riparius.  One  speci- 
men at  Bowdon.  Another  near 
Bolton. 
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Corymb ites  cupreus.  One  specimen 

dug  in  a wood  at  Sinderland. 

Agriotes  obscurus.  Two  or  three. 
Helops  striatus.  Two.  On  the  bor- 
ders of  Delamere  Forest. 
Rhinosimus  ruficollis.  Abundant 
under  bark.  On  one  tree  near 
Bowdon. 

R.  planirostris.  Generally  common 

under  bark. 

Apion  striatum . Not  uncommou. 

A.  frumentarium.  One  specimen. 

Dug  in  the  Bollin  Valley. 

A.  nigritarse. 

A.  trifolii. 

Strophosomus  coryli.  Several. 

Sit  ones  lineatus.  Under  bark  near 
Bowdon. 

S.  crinitus.  One  specimen. 

Cleonus  sulcirostris.  Mr.  Geldart 

took  one  specimen  at  Southport. 
Otiorhynchus  picipes.  Several  at 
roots  of  trees. 

Erirhinus  vorax.  Abundant  under 
bark  of  poplars. 

Rhagium  bifasciatum.  Two  from  a 
rotton  fir  stump  in  Delamere 
Forest. 

Lenia  cyanella.  Several  under  bark. 
Chrysomela  staphylcea.  Common  at 
roots  of  trees. 

C.  polita.  do. 

Phcedon  tumidulum.  Common  under 
bark  and  at  roots  of  trees  in  the 
Bollin  Valley. 

Adimonia  caprece.  Rather  common. 
Hybernating  on  Carrington 
Moss. 

Phyllotreta  nemorum.  Two  or  three 
under  bark. 


Coccinella  mutabilis.  One.  Mr 
Geldart  took  this  at  Southport. 

C.  obliterata.  Abundant  under  bark 
on  posts  in  Delamere  Forest.  ■ 

C.  bipunctata.  Common  under  bark 
everywhere. 

C.  variabilis.  do. 

C.  W-punctata.  One  under  a stone 
at  Delamere.  Taken  by  Mr.  Leigh. 

Coccidula  rufa.  Mr.  Geldart  took 
one  at  Southport.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

LEriDOPTERA. 

Captures  near  Keswick.  My  brother 
J T.  Mawson  took  near  Keswick,  on 
Saturday  the  28  th.  February,  C. 
Flavicornis  and  A.  Prodromaria. 
This  I think  very  early  for  both 
species.  G.  Mawson,  Gill  House, 
Cockermouth. 

Captures  near  Ynisygerwn.  Be- 
tween my  last  communication  and 
February  22nd.  I took  four  more 
specimens  of  T.  Crepuscularia, — two 
of  which  wrere  in  cop.  This  makes 
seven  in  all,  out  at  even  this  early 
period  of  the  year  S.  Satellitia  and 
C.  Vaccinia  come  freely  to  sugar,  but 
nothing  else  except  one  pretty  Tor- 
trix  which  I have  not  made  out  yet. 

II.  Progemmaria  swarms  through- 
out the  woods  at  night, — but  by  day 
there  is  hardly  a specimen  to  be  seen. 

T.  Cruda  is  out,  and  the  sallows  wilj 
soon  be  in  blossom  here, — the  e are 
already  several  scattered  llowers.  J 
T.  D.  Llewelyn,  Ynisygerwn,  Neath, 
Glamorganshire,  Feb.  22.  1863. 
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MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 


Yorkshire  Naturalists’  Club. — 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  at  Mr.  Graham’s,  Market 
street,  on  Monday  evening,  Eeb.  16. 
when  E.  Smallwood,  Esq.,  occupied 
the  chair. 

The  unfavourable  state  of  the 
weather  during  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  past  summer  prevented  many  of 
the  intended  excursions,  only  one  to 
Tadcaster  having  taken  place.  In 
June  last  several  of  the  members  visi- 
ted Tadcaster,  and  spent  a pleasant 
afternoon  in  investigating  the  natural 
history  of  the  district.  They  were 
hospitably  entertained  by  Mr.  Ireland, 
a report  of  which  was  published  at 
the  time.  The  committee  cannot 
conclude  their  report  without  expres- 
sing the  regret  they  feel  at  the  loss 
which  the  club,  in  common  with 
several  other  societies,  has  sustained 
by  the  death  of  its  vice-president,  Mr. 
0.  A.  Moore.  Mr.  Moore  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  club,  from  the 
establishment  of  which  to  the  time  of 
his  death  he  continued  to  take  a lively 
interest  in  its  proceedings,  contribu- 
ting largely  to  the  usefulness  and 
interest  of  its  meetings  by  many  valu  - 
able communications.  The  committee 
feel  assured  that  the  meeting  will  con- 
cur with  them  in  their  expression  of 
regret  at  his  death,  not  only  because 
they  have  thereby  lost  a valuable 
member  of  the  society,  but  also  for 
the  loss  of  one  who  in  every  relation 
of  life  well  deserved  the  good  opinion 
of  his  friends.  As  a naturalist,  few 


possessed  a keener  taste  for,  orajuster 
appreciation  of,  the  value  of  natural 
history  studies.  As  a friend  and  fel- 
low worker,  his  extensive  knowledge 
and  genial  disposition  rendered  him  a 
pleasant  aud  instructive  companion. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  ordinary 
monthly  meeting  was  held,  when  the 
Rev.  G.  Rowe  occupied  the  chair. 

Three  new  members  were  elected. 

Mr.  Pkest  exhibited  a collection  of 
Lepidoptera  from  different  parts  of 
Europe,  amongst  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing : Parnassius  delius,  Colias 
Phicomone,  Lybitliea  Celtis,  Chrysop- 
hanus  Thersamon,  Erebia  Gorge,  Cyclo- 
pides  steropes,  &c.,  &c. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  the 
first  Wednesday  in  March. 

HORiE  HAWORTHIAM, 

By  W.  E.  Kirbt  Esq. 

Part  Y. 


Papilio  (Pieris)  Na  pi 
Alis  albis  Subtus  venis  dilatatis  vir- 
escentibus;  Habitat  Larva  in  Brassicis 
aestate.  Imago  praecipue  in  Mai.  et  in 
Jul.  in  hortis  et  peridumetis  valde 
frequens.  Descriptio : praecedenti 

simillima,  magnitudine  et  characteri- 
bus,  sed  abunde  differt  venis  ( prseci- 
pue  alarum  posticarum ) dilatatis 
virescentibus. 

A.  Alae  anticie  maris  albae,  macula 
postica  apieeque  late  nigra ; femime 
maculis  duabus  posticis  apieeque  nig- 
ris,  Subtus  ( utraque  sexu ) venis 
vix  virescentibus:  postic*  venis  vires- 
centibus basi  tantum  dilatatis. 

To  be  continued 
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ADVEETISEMEUTS. 


Will  Shortly  he  published  in  monthly  parts,  Price  1/3.  a new  Work  on  tlie 

BRITISH  S^HZITTO-Ilsr^ 


ILLUSTRATED  BY 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  NATURE. 

Each  part  with  three  Plates  containing  from  1 to  8 figures  and  16  pages 
of  Letter-press.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  this  entirely  new  method  of  illus- 
tration, a more  correct  figure  of  each  insect  will  be  obtained,  than  has  yet  been 
produced. 


NEW  WORKS  IN  NATURAL  HISTORY, 

BY  THE  REV.  F.  0.  MORRIS,  B.  A., 
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LIFE  HISTORIES. 

by  Peter  Ixchbald,  Esq., 


3 another  season  for  Entomolo- 
gical labour  and  research 
is  fast  approaching,  we  would  press 
iupon  our  fellow  labourers  the  vast 
i importance  of  studying  the  history  of 
an  insect,  in  reference  to  all  the 
stages  of  its  existence.  Those  who 
simply  content  themselves  with  the 
imago-state  of  being,  to  the  neglect 
of  the  earlier  and  more  important 
phazes  of  existence,  remind  us  of  the 
Conchologists  of  olden  times,  who 
stored  their  cabinets  with  pretty  shells 
utterly  regardless  of  the  mollusks 
which  had  made  them  their  homes, 
or  the  curious  economy  that  they  had 
displayed  in  their  structure.  Such 
men  do  really  little  for  science  how- 
ever vast  their  collections  may  be; 
We  would  rather  make  ourselves 
acquainted  with  the  life  histories  of  a 
"Score  insects, — to  which  soever  of 
the  orders  they  belong, — the  egg- 
state,  the  larva-state  the  pupa-state? 
the  imago-state- the  food  that  sustain- 
ed them  in  their  earlier  stages — the 
phazes  of  being  through  which  they 
have  passed  than  merely  be  owners  of 
expensive  cabinets  with  long  series  of 


insects,  symmetrically  arranged  and 
showing  at  most  the  wondrous  variety 
of  Nature’s  tinting,  and  her  prodigali- 
ty in  the  creation  of  abnormal  forms. 
Let  us  take  for  example  the  gall-gnat 
that  is  instrumental  in  forming  those 
pretty  artichoke  bosses  in  the  yew. 
Every  Entomologist  must  have  seen 
them  in  his  walks.  The  Dipteron 
itself  Cecidomyia  has  little  to  distin- 
guish it  from  the  one  that  has  caused 
the  rose-tufts  on  the  willows ; but 
when  the  winter  home  of  the  fly  is 
examined  and  the  economy  of  the 
larva  attentively  considered  what  an 
additional  interest  is  given  to  the  gall- 
gnat  from  the  consideration  of  these 
prior  conditions.  Or  let  us  borrow 
from  another  order  of  insects — the 
Hymeno-ptera  and  notice  the  operations 
of  Crabro  Lindenensis.  We  see  the 
parent  hornet  hugging  a luckless  flesh- 
fly  as  big  as  herself  to  the  bore  that 
her  strong  mandibles  have  formed  in 
some  decaying  tree  ; into  this  bore  it 
is  thrust,  the  egg  is  laid  in  its  body 
the  entrance  is  then  fastened  up  with 
the  detritus  of  the  wood,  and  the 
flesh  fly  doomed  to  serve  as  food  for 
the  larva  that  is  to  be  hatched, — and 
when  it  is  full-fed  it  will  attach  its 
pupa  case  to  the  thorax  of  the  fly  that 
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fed  it  and  soon  emerge  with  wings  to 
perform  the  same  round  of  life  as  its 
progenitor.  We  need  not  instance  fur- 
ther to  show  that  wherever  the  life 
history  of  an  insect  can  be  read,  it 
will  add  vastly  to  the  interest  of  the 
collector,  and  cause  him  to  prize  his 
captures  the  more  since  he  knows  the 
biography  of  the  variety  he  has  had 
the  good  fortune  to  secure.  It  is  our 
intention  .to  give  from  time  to  time, 
such  life  histories  as  come  under  our 
notice  in  the  hope  that  our  readers 
may  be  induced  to  study  these  biog- 
raphies of  insect  life. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St., 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods arc  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 


Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


LEriDOPTERA 

A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  by 
J.  S.  Dell,  Esq. 

Continued. 

Ilecatera  Serena.  Frequent.  Larva 
in  flowers  of  dandelion. 

Folia  Chi.  Not  frequently  met  with. 

P.  Flavocincta.  Common  at  sugar. 
Larva  in  the  gardens,  feeding  on 
mint. 

Epunda  Lutulenta.  Not  common. 
Larva  on  wild  Strawberry  and 
Sallow  buds. 

E.  nigra.  Frequent  at  sugar.  Larva 
on  dock  and  Groundsel. 

E.  viminalis.  Not  common.  Larva 
taken  on  some  low  plants, — I 
hardly  know  what, — but  it 
produced  the  imago  of  Viminalis. 

E.  Lichenea.  I think  there  is  a very 
wrong  idea  concerning  this  species 
from  its  habitat,  that  it  is  hard 
to  rear,  but  I do  not  believe  it. 
I sent  some  larvae  to  a gentleman 
in  London,  and  he  bred  them 
to  the  perfect  insect,  and  from 
these  obtained  fresh  oya,  some  of 
which  he  sent  to  me.  They  hat- 
ched, and  1 had  forgotten  them 
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until  I found  the  larvae  on  some 
Yerbena  plants  that  were  near. 
The  larvae  were  very  fine.  They 
will  eat  anything,  but  they  pre- 
fer Dock  and  Groundsel  or  cab- 
bage. The  pupa  should  be  kept 
quite  dry,  as  the  least  damp  kills 
them. 

Dasypolia  Templi.  Often  taken  on 
rubble  heaps. 

Miselia  Oxyacanthce.  Frequent  on 
sugar  and  at  flowers. 

Agriopis  Aprilina.  Common  at 
sugar. 

Phlogophora  Meticulosa.  Yery  com- 
mon. 

lEuplexia  lucipara.  Common.  Larva 
on  nettle. 

Aplecta  fferbida.  Frequent  at  Ivy. 

A.  nebulosa.  Common.  Larva  on 
dock  and  Sallow. 

A.  tincta.  Hot  common. 

A.  advena.  Rarely, 

ffadena  protea.  Rather  freely. 

II  dentina.  Common. 

IT.  chenopodii.  Frequent. 

Iff.  oleracea.  One  of  our  commonest 
Noctuce.  A pest  to  the  Dahlia 
grower. 

Iff.  pisi.  Common. 

iff.  thalassina.  Commonly  taken 
here. 

iff.  W-latinum.  Not  common. 
Larva  on  Fern  and  Broom . Also 
on  potato  haulers. 

Xylocampa  Lithorhiza.  Commonly 
taken  in  Spring  at  the  bottoms 
of  trees. 

( Calocampa  Exoleta.  Rather  common 
at  sugar.  I once  thought  I had 
a great  prize  when  I found  this 


beautiful  green  larva,  but  was 
sorely  chagrined  when  Exoleta 
made  its  debut. 

Xylina  Rhholitha.  Taken  frequently. 

X.  Semibrunnea.  Rarely  met  with. 

X.  Petrificata.  Was  once  of  frequent 
occurrence  here,  but  like  many 
other  species,  is  becoming  rare. 

Cucullia  Verbasci.  Common.  Mostly 
in  the  larva  state,  on  Mullein. 

C.  Scrophularia.  Yery  rare. 

C.  Absinthii.  Rarely. 

C.  Ch amomillce.  Not  common.  Larva 
on  wild  Chammomile;  very 
uncertain  in  their  appearance. 
Some  seasons  I have  taken  great 
numbers  and  then  for  some  years 
hardly  seen  any. 

To  be  continued 


Cleora  Glabraria.  From  an  article 
in  last  weeks  “ Entomologist”  we  are 
led  to  infer  that  Cleora  Glabraria  is 
not  only  a birch  feeder,  but,  what  is 
still  more  unlikely,  an  autumnal 
feeding  larva.  I trust  the  Rev. 
gentleman  will  be  satisfied  that  in 
the  open  air  it  is  truly  lichenivorous, 
and  that  Stainton  in  his  “Manual” 
is  decidedly  correct,  not  only  in  des- 
cription, but  correct  also  as  to  time  ; 
such  attacks  upon  the  “ Manual”  as 
have  been  admitted  into  the  pages  of 
the  “ Zoologist  ” and  other  works, 
can  be  attributed  to  errors  arising  only 
from  such  conclusions. 

Glabraria  is  plentiful  in  the  North, 
and  is  confined  to  oak  and  Birch 
woods  where  lichen  abounds,  yet  it 
does  not  confine  itself  to  such  locali- 
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ties,  but  is  occasionally  taken  among 
Firs  of  age  and  standing. 

I have  no  objection  to  Mr.  Greene 
taking  the  credit  in  this  instance  of 
having  published  his  experience,  but 
such  has  occurred  to  the  writer  and 
others,  of  occasional  larvse  of  this 
insect,  as  well  as  of  many  others,  ap- 
pearing after  the  perfect  insect  has 
flown  and  passed  away, — but  it  does 
not  follow  because  larvse  are  thus  ob- 
tained that  this  is  the  proper  time  for 
their  appearance. 

I have  always  taken  this  insect  fine 
on  the  25th.  of  July  or  a few  days 
later.  We  beat  it  out  by  day,  or  take 
it  on  the  wing  in  the  evening, — like 
other  semi -nocturnal  insects.  T. 
Akmstuong,  12  Barwiae  Court, 
Carlisle. 

We  cannot  forbear  making  a few 
comments  on  the  above.  In  the  first 
place  by  Mr.  Green’s  communication 
we  are  “ led  to  infer  ” nothing  but 
what  we  may  ourselves  choose.  It 
is  a simple  history  of  a single  larva. 
The  Revd.  Gentleman  leaves  his  rea- 
ders to  draw  what  conclusions,  they 
please.  If  the  inference  is  what  Mr. 
Armstrong  supposes,  it  is  no  fault  of 
Mr.  Greene’s. 

“ Such  attacks  upon  the  Manual  ” 
as  this  we  are  sure  its  author  will  be 
in  no  way  unwilling  to  see.  That  book 
like  all  others,  has  its  errors  note,  no 
doubt.  It  was  in  no  way  behind  its 
day,  but  did  not  profess  to  be  before 
it.  We  are  constantly,  as  a matter 
of  course,  adding  to  it. 


Who  could  “ have  any  objection  tr» 
Mr.  Greene  taking  the  credit  in  this 
instance”  (and  in  a great  many  other 
instances  too)  of  having  published  his 
experience  ” we  should  be  glad  to 
know  ! We  should  have  bem  without 
much  of  onr  present  knowledge,  had 
lie  not  done  so.  Ed.  w.  e. 


CAPTURES. 


Captures  near  Sherborne.  I and 
my  boys  have  been  out  for  insects  a 
few  times  and  have  taken  a few 
things.  The  best  is  by  W.  C.  Dale, 
a specimen  of  Diastata  ornata  Hgg. 
(or  I),  nebulo&a  Fall.  according  to 
Zetter  p 2536)  on  Feb.  27th,  1863, — 
not  in  any  list  as  British,  though  I 
had  a pair  I took  here  on  May  I3th, 
1833.  Other  captures  are, — on  March 
3rd,  1863.  Feronea  cristana  ( var 
consimilana ),  Coccinella  m-nigrum  by 
E.  R.  Dale,  Ftinus  ovatus,  Rhagium 
vulgare  Acrolepia  Autumnitella  on  Feb 
26th,  1863,  from  a hay  rick,  Tortri- 
codes  hyemana,  DclpJiax  minuta,  Pty- 
choptera  albimana,  Limnobia  fmitima, 
male,  Trichoccra  parva  ( var  of  hye- 
malts?)  Alysodcs  proletella,  Bolitop- 
hila  fusca,  female,  on  Feb.  9th,  1963, 
Nemoura  nitida  of  Steph  ( but  not  of 
Pictet ) and  a number  of  small  com- 
mon things  not  worth  “ powder  and 
shot.”  J,  C.  Dale,  Gian  II  ooton, 
Sherborne,  Dorset. 

A visit  to  the  Sallotrs  in  Devonshire. 
On  the  3rd,  and  4th,  of  this  Month 
my  Brother  paid  his  first  visit  this 
season  to  the  Sallows.  Ho  was  fortu- 
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nate  in  meeting  with  the  following, — 
I).  Rubiginea  (2) 

X.  Semibrunnea  ( 1 ) 

X.  Rhizolitha  (1) 

X.  I'etrificata  (1) 

C.  Psitticata  (1) 

Most  of  the  common  Tceniocampce 
were  also  present. 

This  week,  hail,  snow,  and  rain 
have  been  general  every  night  in  that 
neighbourhood. — consequently  little- 
has  appeared.  The  Sallow  bloom  is 
so  much  injured  that  it  is  feared  no- 
thing of  rare  occurrence  may  be  fur- 
ther taken.  F.  Buck-ion,  6,  Beech 
Grove  Terrace,  Leeds.  March  9th, 
1863. 


MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 

Bowdon  and  Altrincham  Entomo- 
logical Society.  The  March  monthly 
meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  Monday,  March  2nd, 
1863,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  M. 
Geldart.  The  President,  Mr.  T. 
Blackburn  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cash,  was  admitted  as 
a member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  read  a paper  on 
‘ The  Entomology  of  the  ancients,’  in 
continuation  of  one  read  by  him  at  a 
former  meeting  on  the  same  subject. 
In  this  paper  he  considered  the  know- 
ledge which  the  ancients  possessed  of 
the  Honey  bee  ( Apis  mellifica  ) 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  exhibited  some 
Coleoptera,  including  Philonthus  splen- 
dens,  lammatus,  intermedins,  ceneus, 
politus,  marginatus,  and  others  of  the 
Brachelytra. 


Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  exhibited  Nyssia 
Hispidaria  ( bred  this  season,)  a fine 
series  of  H.  Leucophearia,  including 
several  varieties,  Acidalia  rusticata, 
and  a number  of  Tineina,  including 
Gracillaria  auroguttella,  Lithocolletis 
pomifoliella,  Lyonetia  Clerhella,  and 
other  species ; — also  a variety  of  Cala- 
thus  cisteloides , and  other  Coleoptera, 
and  a number  of  Hymenoptera  and 
Diptera. 

Mr.  E.  Armitage  exhibited  a num- 
ber of  Coleoptera  collected  in  Germany, 
containing  Cicindela  campestris,  Caro- 
lus intricatus,  Staphylinus  erythrop- 
terus,  Lucanus  cervus  and  many  other 
species. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  exhibited  a box 
of  Hemiptera,  containing  principally 
ITydrocoryzce. 

Mr.  T.  Blackurn  invited  the  mem- 
bers to  hold  their  next  meeting  at  his 
house,  and  with  thanks  to  Mr.  Gel- 
dart for  his  hospitality,  the  proceedings 
closed. 


BiXClIAXOIS. 


Eggs  of  E.  Versicolora.  I have  a 
few  eggs  of  E.  Versicolora  to  spare. 
Can  any  one  help  me  to  the  following 
eggs  or  pupae  in  return  for  them,  either 
now,  or  at  any  future  time.  The 
numbers  as  in  the  “ Manual.”  75,  78, 
85  (pupae),  86  (pupae),  120,  127, 
128,  130,  131,  132,  133,  134,  140, 
163,  166  and  182.  There  are  also  a 
great  number  of  Noctuce  that  I am  in 
want  of,  but  they  are  too  numerous  to 
mention.  John  Jessop,  126  Carlisle 
Street  East,  Sheffield. 
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Offer  to  exchange.  Having  dupli  - 
cates of  P.  Hachaon,  C.  Edusa,  L. 
Sinapis,  S.  Ocellatus  and  T.  Fimbria, 
I should  be  glad  to  exchange  for  any 
of  the  following  in  good  condition, — 
C.  Elpenor,  C.  Porcellus,  N.  Ziczac, 
A.  Yillica,  A.  Agathina,  T.  Piniper- 
da,  A.  Tincta,  H.  TJncana,  B.  Par 
thenias,  B.  Notha,  E.  Yespertaria, 
E.  Dolobraria,  N.  Hispidaria,  M.  Al- 
bicillata.  C.  Punctata.  Gentlemen 
will  please  write  before  sending  boxes, 
and  if  not  answered  within  six  days 
they  must  consider  I have  all  that  I 
require.  W.  H.  Latchford,  12  New 
Charles  Street,  City  Road,  London, 
E.  C. 

Notice  to  Correspondents.  I shall  bo 
glad  if  my  friends  and  correspondents 
will  send  me  their  marked  lists  for  the 
ensuing  season,  as  early  as  is  conveni' 
ent,  as  I wish  to  prepare  a general 
list  for  my  guidance  during  the  collec- 
ting time.  R.  W.  Wright,  Norland 
House,  Well  Street,  Ilackney,  London. 
N.  E. 

POETRY. 


To  Cheimatobia  Brumata. 
Little  Moth  flying, 

When  the  leaves  lying, 

On  the  ground  dying, 

Tell  us  of  death  ; 

Thou  fliest  boldly, 

Though  the  winter  winds’  breath 
Bloweth  so  coldly. 

Now  Autumn  is  past, 

The  year’s  going  fast ; 

Despite  the  chill  blast 
Thou  are  still  glad 


Though  all  things  on  eai'th 
Are  so  mournful  and  sad, 
Thou  art  full  of  mirth. 

The  bare  trees  waving, 

The  wild  wind  raving, 
Nature  behaving 
Gloomily,  drearily  ; 
Sadness  begone ! 

Happily,  cheerily, 

Thou  livest  on. 


HORH5  HAWORTHIANjE, 

By  W.  F.  Kirbt  Esq. 

Part  V. 

Papilio  (Pieris)  Napi 

B.  ( var.  Sabellicce  Petiver  and 
Steph.)  Alae  anticae  maris  albai  im- 
maculatae : apice  tenui  nigro : feminae 
ut  in  [var]  a,  sed  basi  venisque  magis 
ci  nereis,  apice  albieante.  Yen®  ( ut 
raque  sexu  ) undique  magis  dilatatae 
quam  in  [var]  a. 

Alae  inferiores  in  utraque  variant ; 
subinde  albidae,  subinde  flavae  seu 
flavieantes.” 

I may  here  mention  that  I do  not 
copy  Haworth’s  descriptions  or  sy- 
nonymy and  varieties  unless  it  is 
necessary  as  in  the  present  case. 

“ Papilio  [Leucopuasia]  Sinapis 
Habitat  Larva  in  sinapi  ” an  error 
not  unusual  in  old  writers,  the  larva 
feeds  on  Leguminosae.  “Imago  in. 
Mai  et  in.  Aug.  satis  infrequens 
Papilio  [Pieris],  Daplidice 
Habitat  in  Anglia  Imago  Apr.  et 
Aug.  rarissime;  propo  Cantabrigium 
D.  Vernon  in  Raj.  Ins.  [116,  120, 
10.]  et  etiam  propo  Hampstead,  Pet- 
iver. Obs.  Locus  in  Lepidoptera 
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Britannica  authoritate  E.  Vernon  op  • 
time  pendet ; ut  dixerunt  Petiverus  et 
Rajus  I.  c. 

Papilio  [Anthocharis]  Cardamines. 

Habitat  Larva  in  cardamine  pra- 
tensi  Imago  sepimentis  sati3  freq- 
uens.  [Var]  b.  Mas,  macula  f'ulvo- 
crocea  supra  fere  obliterate 

f f Elavie  (Clouded  Yellow.)  Alis 
anticis  postice  oblique  truncatis  : pns- 
ticis  subtus  annulo  ferrugmeo.  An- 
tennis  abbreviate  ferrugineis.j 
Papilio  [Colias]  Edusa. 
Habitat  Larva  in  Gramme  [Is  not  this 
incorrect,  does  it  not  feed  on  Legum- 
inosae  ?]  Imago  nec  infrequens  certis 
sed  indeterminatis  aunis  m.  Aug. 
Eemina  vivit  per  Hyemern  et  ova 
tempore  vernali  ponit 

Papilio  Helice  [Colias  Edusa  var.] 
Imago  in  hortis  et  pratis  rarissime 
m.  Aug.  Obs.  Having  at  length 
found  five  Perfect  specimens  of  this 
fine  Papilio  in  five  different  cabinets 
(all  of  which  were  taken  in  England 
and  agree  exactly  with  one  another 
in  every  respect)  I now  give  it  as  a 
distinct  species  and  not  as  a variety  of 
Edusa  which  it  has  hitherto  in  this 
country  been  conceived  to  be.  And 
in  this  I have  the  happiness  to  be 
supported  by  the  elegant  work  of 
Hiibner,  above  cited,  whose  denom- 
ination of  this  species,  IleUce,  I have 
with  due  deference  preserved,  though 
previous  to  the  possession  of  that 
Author’s  [work  ?]  I had  determined 
it  to  be  distinct,  and  in  my  Ms.  as  in 
the  Prodromus,  called  it  Edusa  alba.” 
I do  not  see  how  Haworth  could  have 
acted  otherwise  with  the  evidence 


before  him.  This  should  teach  us  to 
be  exceedingly  cautious  in  pro- 
nouncing a judgment  on  any  species 
of  which  we  have  only  a few  speci- 
mens to  compare,  especially  in  a 
genus  as  difficult  as  Colias 

“ Papilio  Eukopome  [Colias  Pal.eno  ] 

Alis  flavis  puncto  fimbriaque  nigris, 
subtus  flavicantibus  anticis  puncto  nig- 
ro  posticis  argenteo  sesqui  altero.  Pap. 
Europome  alis  integerrimis  rotundatis 
flavescentibus,  supra  fimbria  latissime 
fusca  subtus  dilute  viridi  singulis  ut- 
rinque  puncto  latiori.  Vill.  Ent.  2.  17 
et  4 408  19?  An  species?  an  P.  Palamo 
varietas  Vill.  1.  c.  ? Habitat  in 
Anglia  rarissime,  D.  Francillon  et 
1).  Swainson.  Expansio  alarum  2 
unc.  3 lin.  Descriptio  (Ex  Exem- 
plario  Germanico  :)  ahe  omnes  supra 
sulphnreo  flavie,  margine  postico  late 
nigro  : puncto  disci  superiorum  nigro, 
inferiorum  obsolete  fulvo.  A lie  an- 
ticse  subtus  albicantes,  puncto  disci 
albo  iride  nigra,  ordineque  postice 
punctorum  obsoletorum  : posticse  sub- 
tus ut  in  pnecedenti  at  minus  vires- 
centes.” 

As  Haworth  identifies  his  speci- 
mens or  figures  with  a specimen  re- 
ceived from  Germanjq  it  is  probable 
his  Europome  is  the  true  Palamo,  a 
mountain  insect,  though  according  to 
AVestwood  and  Boisduvalthe  insect 
figured  by  Stephens  as  Europome  is 
Philodoce  a North  American  species 
closely  allied  to  Palceno. 

To  be  continued. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  DONOVAN. 

Hymenoptera. 

Tenthredo  Vitellines 
Generic  Character. 

H BIO  OMI  of  equal  thickness 
and  closely  united  to  the  thorax. 
Sting  serrated.  Between  two  valves. 
Second  wings  shortest. 

Specific  Character. 

Antennae  clavated.  Abdomen  above 
black,  very  hairy  with  a lateral  line 
of  rufous.  Legs  yellowish.  Thighs 
behind  dentated.  * * * * * 

The  larva  of  this  species  is  found 
on  the  Alder,  Osier  and  Willow ; it  is 
large,  of  a green  colour,  and  at  first 
sight  greatly  resembles  the  Caterpillars 
of  some  Lepidopterous  Insects. 

When  it  first  appears  from  the 
chrysalis  very  little  of  the  black  of 
the  thorax  and  abdomen  can  be  seen, 
those  parts  being,  at  that  time,  thick- 
ly clothed  with  long  brownish  hairs. 
Ichneumon  Circumflexus 
Generic  Character. 

Jaws,  without  tongue.  Antennae 
of  more  than  thirty  joints;  long  fili- 
form, vibrating.  Sting  within  a 
bivalve  sheath. 

Specific  Character. 

Antennce,  Legs,  and  Body  tawny. 
Head  and  Thorax  black  ; as  is  ako  the 


lower  part  of  the  second  joint  of  each 
hind  leg.  Body  curved. 

Not  very  common;  found  in  May 
and  June. 

Sphex  Sabulosa. 

Generic  Character. 

Jaws  without  tongue.  Antennae  of 
sixteen  joints.  Wings  incumbent, 
not  folded.  Sting  riged. 

Specific  Character. 

Antennae,  Head,  Thorax,  and  Legs 
black.  Abdomen  club  shaped  ; con- 
nected by  a slender  thread ; orange 
colour ; extremity  black. 

Sphex  Sabulosa  is  a very  busy  and 
voracious  insect;  it  sometimes  subsists 
on  vegetable  matter,  frequently  on 
small  flies ; we  have  never  found  it 
common  near  London. 

Apis  Terrestris. 

. Humble  Bee. 

Generic  Character. 

Jaws  with  a trunk  bent  downwards. 
Antennae  elbowed  in  the  middle  ; 
first  joint  longest.  Wings  plain. 
Body  hairy.  Abdomen  connected  by 
a pedicle. 

Specific  Character. 

Black,  very  hairy,  with  a yellow 
belt  on  the  thorax,  one  also  across  the 
abdomen.  Anus  white  or  yellowish. 
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The  manners  of  the  common  Hum- 
ble Bee  are  too  well  known  to  require 
elucidation ; its  dwelling  is  formed 
very  deep  in  the  earth  ; it  comes  iorth 
when  the  sun  shiues,  to  extract  the 
melliferous  moisture  of  flowers,  and 
is  perfectly  harmless  unless  when  irri- 
tated. Linnaeus  describes  the  anus 
of  the  Apis  Terrestris  white,  but  I 
find  this  is  not  always  constant ; I 
have  several  specimens  that  agree 
with  the  one  represented  in  the  plate, 
viz, — with  the  anus  yellow. 

I have  compared  them  with  the 
specimen  in  the  Linnaean  cabinet; 
they  perfectly  agree  in  every  respect 
except  in  the  brown  or  yellow  color 
of  the  extreme  part  of  the  abdomen ; 
they  are  certainly  only  varieties. 

Hemiptera 
Citnex  Pallescens. 

Generic  Character. 

Antennae  longer  than  the  thorax. 
Thorax  margined.  In  each  foot  three 
joints. 

Specific  Character. 

Linear.  Upper  and  under  wings  very 
pale  brownish  colour.  Thorax  and 
body  pale  yellow,  with  two  faint 
crimson  longitudinal  streaks  from  the 
antennae  to  the  extreme  part  of  the 
body. 

This  little  insect  is  descibed  in  the 
manuscripts  of  T.  Marsham  Esq.  S.  L. 
S.  under  the  specific  name  C.  Palles- 
cens ; it  is  by  no  means  uncommon, 
though  it  has  never  appeared  in  any 
former  publications. 

In  the  larva  and  pupa  state  it  is  a 
very  beautiful  creature,  as  the  colors 


are  much  brighter  than  in  the  perfect 
insect.  They  are  generally  found  in 
April  or  May,  among  the  grass  and 
young  plants  that  grow  under  hedges; 
in  June  or  July  they  are  taken  in  the 
winged  state. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St., 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr,  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Hymenoptera. 

The  genus  Chrysis.  The  genus 
Chrysis  is  a beautiful  genus,  and 
there  are  some  very  rare  species  in  it, 
but  by  far  the  greater  number  given 
by  Stephens  are  varieties  only,  and 
have  been  cut  down. 

I never  took  the  female  of  C.  Ful - 
gida  but  I ’had  the  male  under  my 
net  (a  coarse  sweeping  net)  and  saw  it 
fiy  away  on  taking  it  (the  net)  gently 
up  covered  with  dust.  This  was  in 
the  New  Forest,  and  I have  taken 
the  more  beautiful  one  C.  Suceinta 
in  several  places, — such  as  Parley 
Heath,  Bournemouth,  Lulworth  etc. 
J.  C.  Dale,  Gian  Wootton,  Sherborne, 
Dorset. 

liEriDOPTERA. 

Notes  on  British  ? Butterflies,  In 
the  old  Entomological  Transactions  is 
recorded  Thecla  Spini  and  I have  the 
specimen  which  has  the  label  with 
u Spini?”  on  it.  It  certainly  is  not 
Spini,  but  I found  a specimen  at  the 
British  Museum  of  T.  Silenus  Hub. 
agreeing  with  it,  and  which  is  from 
South  America.  I have  seen  in  differ- 
ent cabinets  no  less  than  four  distinct 
species  as  representatives  of  it.  I got 
the  true  T.  Spini  from  Chapman  of 
York, — unset  and  mixed  with  a lot  of 
other  insects,  but  he  could  give  me  no 
account  of  how  he  came  by  it.  I 
saw  T.  ilicis  at  Bristol  in  two  cabinets 
as  Spini  from  Mansfield  (dealer,)  and 
another  Mr.  Sparshall  of  Norwich 
lent  to  Mr.  Curtis,  and  he  took  a col- 
ored drawing  (which  I saw,)  and  be 
wrote  to  Curtis  “ as  far  as  I can  recol- 


lect, I think  I had  my  specimen  of  T. 
Spini  (the  one  here  alluded  to)  from 
Haworth  many  years  ago  in  exchange. 
It  is  a very  fine  one,  and  if  you 
wish  to  figure  it  in  your  work  at 
any  time,  I will  lend  it  to  you 
(though  not  to  any  one)  and  will 
bring  it  with  me  in  the  course  of 
next  month.  How  Stephens  could 
have  the  impudence  to  say  I took  it 
myself,  is  most  extraordinary,  as  I 
have  had  so  little  communication 
with  him.  He  must  have  fancied  it. 
I begged  Mr.  Davies  to  ask  him  to 
contradict  it,  which  I cannot  find  he 
has  ever  done.  I found  on  looking 
over  the  Linnaean  collection  (then  at 
Norwich)  that  it  contains  the  true 
Spini  under  the  name  of  Echion  Linn, 
which  you  will  see.  How  glad  I am 
to  find  that  the  Linnaean  Society  has 
purchased  it.”  Dated  June  3rd.  1829. 

Sparshall  however  wrote  to  me  and 
said  he  had  the  Thecla  Spini  ? from 
Dr.  Leach  in  exchange  for  Bombyx 
Bini  (which  Curtis  figured  and  stated 
Sparshall  took  at  Norwich  in  the 
Hospital  Window.  B.  Pint  is  now 
doubted  as  British,  but  from  the  im- 
mense forests  of  pine  timber  now  in 
England  especially  in  Hampshire  &c, 
it  ought  to  occur, — as  well  as  Sphinx 
pinastri,  of  which  we  have  well  au- 
thenticated accounts,  though  few,  of 
its  being  British. 

I always  thought  that  Lewin’s 
P.  hyacinthus  was  distinct  and  it  is 
now  proved  to  be  L . Dorylas  of  which 
I have  a male  from  Switzerland.  We 
Bhall  have  many  on  the  “look,  out” 
this  season,  no  doubt.  Id. 
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Emigration  of  Insects. — As  I have 
been  absent  from  England  for  the  last 
six  months,  I have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  “ Weekly  Ento- 
mologist ” until  a few  days  ago,  and 
had  no  idea  that  my  communication 
from  Weymouth,  in  September  last, 
had  caused  so  much  discussion. 

The  probable  immigration  of  insects 
into  this  country  from  the  Continent 
appears  to  me  to  be  a subject  which 
requires  a deal  of  investigation,  and 
one  which  has  received  so  little  at- 
tention from  Entomologists,  that  I 
do  not  see  how,  with  our  present 
limited  knowledge  on  the  matter  any- 
one can  altogether  refute  the  theory. 

The  insects  I had  in  view  when  I 
remarked  “ that  1 thought  it  not  at 
all  improbable  &c.  &c.’  were  P.  Lap- 
liclice,  V.  Antiopa,  the  rare  Sphin- 
gina,  and  a few  Noctvee ; the  former 
species  I have  lately  seen  in  abun- 
dance in  Portugal,  and  was  able  to 
observe  its  habits  closely,  and  as  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  I should  say 
it  is  anything  but  a weak  flier.  Some 
of  the  species  I procured  led  me 
an  exciting  chase ; it  is,  moreover,  an 
insect  which  might  be  readily  over- 
looked, or  mistaken  for  the  lemale  of 
A.  Cardamines. 

With  reference  to  the  Vanessidee. 
everyone  will  allow  they  are  strong- 
winged Butterflies,  and  quite  capable 
of  performing  such  a short  journey  as 
from  Calais  to  Dover,  a distance  of 
about  23  miles,  which  a fresh  speci- 
men of  Antiopa  might  accomplish  in 
perhaps  three  hours  ;--I  have,  several 
times,  while  anchored  at  Spithead, 


observed  V.  atalanta  fly  past  the  ship 
towards  the  Isle  of  Wight,  having 
evidently  come  from  Southsea  Com- 
mon ; and  also  in  Gibraltar  Bay  I 
have  seen  the  same  species  together 
with  I\  rupee,  C.  Edusa,  hyale,  and 
21.  stellatarum  fly  across  from  the 
Rock  in  the  direction  of  Algeciras  the 
Bay  at  this  point  being  nearly  six 
miles  wide;  whether  these  individ- 
uals arrived  at  their  journey’s  end  in 
safety  I am  not  in  a position  to  say, 
but  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  have  done  so.  I need  say  nothing 
about  the  Sphingina,  as  their  powers 
of  flight  are  well  known. 

In  answer  to  the  Editorial  Query, 
which  appears  in  the  leading  article 
of  No.  9,  I beg  to  state  that  all  the 
Lepidoptera  mentioned  in  my  pre- 
vious communication,  found  their 
way  to  my  Storebox,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Aspilates , which  escaped. 
What  became  of  the  Dip  ter  a I cannot 
say,  but  have  no  doubt  they  got  on 
very  well  ; the  air  was  full  of  them, 
and  they  seemed  to  be  perfectly  at 
home  and  happy,  and  were  not  mov- 
ing in  any  particular  direction.  The 
day,  as  I have  said  before,  was  sul- 
try and  hazy. — G.  E.  Mathew, 
Portsmouth. 

To  he  continued. 


Cleora  Glabraria, — I am  somewhat 
at  a loss  to  understand  the  exact  pur- 
port of  Mr.  Armstrong’s  criticism  on 
mjr  communication  respecting  the 
above  insect, — Mr.  A.  “ trusts  the 
Rev.  gentleman  will  be  satisfied  that, 
in  the  open  air,  it  (the  larva)  is  truly 
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lichenivorous,  and  that  Stainton  in 
his  Manual  is  decidedly  correct,  not 
only  in  description,  but  correct  also 
as  to  time  &c.”  I suppose  Mr.  Arm- 
strong ; is  himself  of  a “confiding” 
nature:  otherwise  I can  see  no  reason 
for  his  “trusting”  that’  I shall  be 
satisfied  of  the  accuracy  of  an  alleged 
fact,  concerning  which  he  does  not 
give  a single  tittle  of  evidence.  My 
complaint  against  the  Manual  is,  that, 
in  many  instances,  descriptions  of 
larvos  are  given  therein,  on  the  au- 
thority of  Foreign  Entomologists, 
when  descriptions  by  British  Ento- 
mologists of  the  same  larva  were  in 
the  Author’s  possession,  but  were 
passed  by,  or  rejected.  I do  not,  for 
a moment,  presume  to  question  the 
accuracy  of  the  foreign  descriptions 
as  to  foreign  insects,  but  I am  quite 
prepared  to  maintain,  that,  in  many 
instances,  those  descriptions  do  not 
apply  to  British  specimens  of  the 
same  insect.  Let  us  take  the  instance 
in  question.  A description  of  the 
larva  is  given  on  the  authority  of 
Zeller.  I unfortunately  did  not  par- 
ticularly notice  the  caterpillar,  so 
that  I cannot  assert  that  the  descrip- 
tion is  incorrect,  but  I certainly 
have  no  recollection  of  taking  such  a 
larva.  As  I gather  that  Mr.  Arm- 
strong has  bred  the  insect,  he  will 
perhaps  describe  the  larva  for 
us.  The  Manual  then  goes  on  to  say 
(I  suppose  on  the  same  authority) 
that  it  (the  larva)  is  found  in  May, 
and  again  in  July,  and  that  it  feeds  on 
lichens  on  the  fir  trees.  But  I find 
it,  at  the  end  of  August — it  feeds  on 


lirch — and  there  is  not  a fir  tree  in  j 
the  Forest.  Surely  then,  in  default  oi 
of  any  testimony  to  the  contrary,  I 
have  at  least  a right  to  infer  that 
Zeller’s  description  does  not  apply  to 
this  country.  Mr.  Armstrong' himself 
partially  confirms  my  view,  for 
he  says,  “it  is  taken  occasionally 
among  Eirs  of  age  and  standing.” 
But  this  passage  is  a little  confusing, 
for  “ Glair  aria  is  plentiful  in  the 
North  and  is  confined  to  oak  and  birch 
woods,  where  lichen  abounds,”  but, 
in  the  very  next  paragraph  we  read 
“ it  does  not  confine  itself  to  such 
localities  ” One  other  point, — Mr. 

A.  says,  “ occasional  larvae  of  this 
insect,  as  well  as  of  many  others  ap- 
pear after  the  perfect  insect  has  flown 
and  passed  away.”  What  does  this 
mean  ? I should  have  thought  that 
all  larvae  appeared  under  these  condi- 
tions, and  that  the  fact  of  Mr.  A’s 
taking  the  perfect  insect  in  July  was 
the  strongest  corroboration  of  my 
finding  the  larva  in  August. 

I can  say,  with  all  sincerity,  that 
I shall  feel  personally  obliged  to  Mr. 
Armstrong,  if  he  will  give  us  (from 
his  own  experience,  and  not  from  the 
Manual)  some  account  of  the  larva — 
when  he  has  found  it — or  from  what 
he  has  beaten  it — what  he  has  fed  it 
upon — when  it  was  full  fed,  and  lastly 
a description  of  the  larva  itself.  I 
believe  there  are  many,  who,  like 
myself,  would  be  glad  to  have  this 
information.  Hev.  J.  Greene,  Cubley 
Rectory.  March  21.  18G3. 

Proposed  New  List  of  Insects. — I 

have  been  for  some  time  preparing  a 
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General  Catalogue  of  British  insects 
of  all  the  orders, — Coleoptera,  Uy- 
menoptera,  Diptera,  Lepidoptera, 
Neuroptera,  Orthoptera  and  lie  mi p- 
tera, — the  price  to  he  five  Shillings; 
— Curtis's  was  ten  'shillings.  The 
British  Museum  Lists  are  at  present 
the  only  standard  ones,  and  the  type 
is  so  much  too  large,  and  the  paper 
so  very  inferior,  that  they  are  by  no 
means  what  they  should  be  for  labels. 

The  one  I am  preparing,  with  the 
help  of  some  of  our  most  eminent  En- 
tomologists, will  be  printed  in  proper 
type,  and  on  good  and  thick  paper, — 
and  will  be  so  arranged  in  columns  as 
to  offer  the  greatest  possible  facility 
also  for  exchange, — each  copy  serving 
as  will  be  seen,  for  lists  of  all  the 
species,  already  obtained  by  the 
several  collectors  (as  many  as  half  a 
dozen),  as  well  as  those  which,  at 
the  time  are  desiderata  to  them, — the 
whole  being  visible  at  a glance  as 
regards  the  different  individuals. 

The  Catalogue  will  also  he  found  use- 
ful, otherwise,  for  notes  of  captures, 
dates,  etc,  etc,  ample  space  being 
afforded  by  the  above  mode  for  such 
purposes.  I must  first,  however, 
obtain  the  names  of  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  subscribers,  and  shall  feel 
obliged  for  any  which  can  be  procured 
I shall  be  glad  also  to  hear,  on  the 
subject,  from  Entomologists  in  other 

parts  of  the  country. — Rev.  F.  0. 
Morris,  Nunburnholme  Rectory, 
Hay  ton,  York. 


CAPTURES. 

CoLEOPTERA. 

Captures  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
London.  Some  of  the  beetles  in 
the  following  list  were  taken 
previously  to  my  last  commu- 
nication, but  were  not  then  de- 
termined. The  others  have  been 
taken  since  then. 

Anchomenus  pusillus.  Hammersmith. 

■ March. 

A.  scitulus.  do.  do. 

Pterostichus  picimanus.  Southend. 
February. 

P.  inaiqualis.  do-  do. 

Amara  apricaria.  do.  do. 

Stmolophus  exiguus.  (2)  do.  do, 

Leptusa  fumida.  Hampstead. 

Aleochara  obscurella.  Southend. 
July. 

A.  bilineata.  do.  do. 

Calli cerus  rigidicornis  Hampstead. 
June. 

Tachyusa  atra.  Hammersmith. 

Oxypoda  hcemorrhoa.  St.  John’s 
Wood.  December. 

llomalota  graminicola.  Very  abun- 
dant at  Hammersmith. 

A.  cuspidata.  Under  bark  on  a dead 
oak.  St.  John’s  Wood. 

IT.  exilis.  Hammersmith. 

IT.  ceerulea.  do. 

II.  longicornis.  do. 

Gyrophrna  lucidula.  Very  sparingly 
at  Hammersmith. 

G.  minima.  Moss  at  Bishop’s  Wood. 

Cogurus  litoreus,  Hampstead, 

Philonthus  cephalotcs.  Hampstead. 

Leptacinus  parumpunctatus.  Hay 
Rick.  Hampstead. 
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Lathrobiim  punotatum.  One  at 
Hammersmith. 

Oxytelus  nitidulus . Hammersmith. 
0.  sculpturatus.  do. 

Irogophlceus  bilineatus.  do. 
Syntomium  ameum.  One  at  Hamp- 
stead D.  Shari*.  14  Loudoun 
Road,  St.  John' s Wood,  London. 
Lepidoptera. 

E.  Albipunctata  bred.  Having  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  breed  a fine  series  of 
this  species,  I thought  it  might  inter- 
est some  of  your  Northern  readers  to 
know  of  its  occurring  in  Yorkshire,  I 
took  the  larvae  on  the  3rd.  of  October 
last,  feeding  on  Angelica  sylvestris. 
The  first  specimen  came  out  on  the 

8th.  of  this  month.  I believe  this  is 
the  first  notice  of  the  Imago  occurring 
near  York.  T.  J.  Carkingtom,  Clif- 
ton, York. 


HORiE  HAWORTH  I AM, 

By  W.  F.  Kirby  Esq. 

Part  YII. 

“ Papilio  [Coeias]  Hyale. 
Habitat  Larva  in  Gramine  Jul.” 
As  this  larva  feeds  like  Edusa  on 
Leguminosce  is  it  not  likely  that  Haw- 
orth used  “ Gramen  ” to  signify  low- 
plants  generally  ? 

Imago  in.  Aug.  Pratis  at  raris- 
sime. 

(var)  b.  Alis  in  mare  albidis  in 
femina  albis,  coetcris  utin  a (the  type) 
Lewin’s  Pap.  33.  3.  4. 

f f f Sulphureae  (Brimstones) 
Alis  omnibus  angulatis  subtus 
annulo  ferrugineo.  Antennis  abbrevi- 
atis. 

Papilio  (Gonepteryx)  Rhamnt. 


Habitat  Larva  in  Rhamno. 

Imago  i.  .Tun.  Sylvis  frequens. 
Mas  et  Fem.  vivunt  per  Hyemem. 
Femina  ova  ponit  tempore  vernali. 
Papilio  [Hipparchta]  Hypebanthus. 

Habitat  Larva  in  Gramine.  Imago 
f.  Jun.  frequens,  Sylvaticis. 

Var.  1.  Alis  subtus  et  supra  aequ- 
aliter  ocellatis  ( Polymeda  Hub.  p.) 

Yar.  2.  Alis  utraque  inocellatis 
vel  punctis  obseuris  subtus  loco  ocel- 
lorum  ( Polymeda  Hub.  p ) 

This  last  variety  is  Arete  o{  Muller 
The  species  varies  much  in  the  num- 
ber and  conspicuousness  of  its  eyes. 

Papilio  [Ccenonymtha]  Davtjs. 

Alis  griseis  anticis  subtus  ocellis 
duobus  sesquialtero  interjecto,  pos- 
ticis  sex  sesquialtero  fulvo  cinctis. 
Fab.  Ent.  Syst.  3.  221.  690?— 
Pap.  LLcro  Turt.  Syst.  Nat.  p.  27 — 
Jabloust.  Natur.  Syst.  tab.  186.  f. 
3.  4.  5.  6 ? Pap.  Hero.  Lew.  Pap. 
pi.  23.  5.  6.  et  Pap.  Hero.  Donov. 
Brit.  Lns.  pi.  187.  sed  non  vero 
Hero  Linnaei,  quae  alis  supra  fascia  et 
subtus  striga  argentea  gaudet.  Pap- 
Hero.  Prod.  Lep.  Brit.  2.  15. 

Habitat  in  comitatu  Lancastriense 
[i  ?]  prope  Manchester  uliginosis. 
Imago  mense  Julio.  Ex  Musoeo  D. 
Jones.  Expansio  alarum  1 unc.  5. 
linDescriptio.  Alaeanticae  supra griseae 
seu  fusco-fulvae  ocellis  a posticis  caecis 
subtus  griseae  fascia  albida  quae  ad 
marginem  tenuiorem  non  attingit : 
inter  fasciam  et  marginem  posticum 
ocelli  duo  iridc  nigra,  pupil  la  alba, 
sesquialtero  caeeo  interjecto  iride 
fulva  : margo  posticus  albicat : ciliae 
fuscescentes. 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL  BOTANY. 

By  Peter  Inchbald  Esq. 

the  commencement  of  another 
Spring,  we  would  press  upon 
our  readers  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  a knowledge  of  Botany,  in 
reference  to  their  Entomological 
•studies.  Many  a discovery  has  been 
comparatively  valueless  from  the 
discoverer’s  ignorance  of  the  Elora  of 
his  own  immediate  neighbourhood. 
Yegetation,  indeed,  is  often  so  inti- 
mately bound  up  with  the  earlier 
•stages  of  insect-life,  that  it  is  sur- 
prising that  it  should  not  have  been 
more  diligently  studied.  Four  or 
five  hundred  of  the  1444  flowering 
■ plants  that  occur  on  the  British  Isles, 
ire  all  that  a neighbourhood  can  sup- 
fly  ; — surely  it  would  be  no  difficult 
• ;ask  for  the  Entomologist  in  his 
r ’ambles,  with  ‘ Child’s  Field  Botany  ’ 
n his  hand,  which  he  can  procure 
from  Longman  at  the  cost  of  two 
hillings  and  six  pence,  to  make  out 
md  classify  the  various  wild  flowers 
le  may  meet  with,  rendered,  many  of 
hem,  interesting,  ashaving  furnished 
ood  and  shelter  to  some  rarities  that 
le  may  have  stored  within  his  cabi- 
ict.  The  chief  difficulty  is  in  the 


outset.  Let  him  but  closely  study 
one  type  of  a class, — note  its  leading 
features, and  he  will  soon  recognise  the 
relationships  that  exist  in  families, 
and  learn  to  distinguish  one  family 
from  another  : and  when  this  is  ac- 
complished, the  rest  will  surely  fol- 
low. Genera  and  species,  where  they 
exist,  will  be  discriminated  by  an  eye 
already  tutored  to  grapple  with  the 
greater  difficulties  of  generic  and 
specific  distinctions  among  his  favor- 
ites in  the  insect-world.  Let  a collector 
go  forth  into  the  woods  and  fields  with 
such  information  at  his  command, 
and  he  will  find  how  great  is  his  ad- 
vantage over  a brother-collector,  who 
is  ignorant  of  the  varied  vegetation 
around  him,  even  so  far  as  simply 
collecting : .but  when  he  comes  to 
charter  and  record  his  observations 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  as  well  as 
himself,  to  describe  the  food-plant  of 
some  phytophagous  larva, — then, 
indeed,  will  the  link  of  association 
that  binds  the  two  sciences  together 
be  a strong  one,  and  he  will  wonder 
that  Botany  has  so  long  been  neglect- 
ed by  him. 

Mr.  Stainton,  in  the  spirit  of  a 
true  friend  to  science,  as  he  has  al- 
ways shown  himself,  has  already 
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published  in  the  Zoologist,  fragments 
of  Entomological  Botany, — a nucleus, 
I*  would  fain  hope,  whence  is  to 
spring  in  coming  years,  and  from  his 
able  hand,  a digest  in  more  extended 
form,  and  embracing  all  orders  of 
phytophagous  insects.  In  conclusion 
I will  simply  quote  the  words  of 
Mr.  Stainton,  from  the  papers  in 
question.  “ The  relation,  he  says, 
between  plants  and  phytophagous 
insects  is  somewhat  similar  to  that 
between  the  geological  strata  and  the 
fossil  imbedded  in  them ; we  should 
laugh  at  the  idea  of  a collector  trav- 
elling about  the  country  in  search  of 
them,  yet  totally  uninformed  as  to 
the  different  strata  in  which  they 
occur,’  and,  we  might  add,  apparently 
unconcerned,  so  long  as  his  hammer 
finds  occupation,  and  his  arms  the 
toilsome  exercise  he  seeks  in  his  lim- 
ited investigation  of  science  ! 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St., 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 


to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 


Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 

OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidoptera. 

A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  by 
J.  S.  Dell,  Esq. 

Cucullia  umbraticce.  Frequent.  Fly- 
ing at  Flowers  at  dusk. 

Heliothis  marginatus.  Not  common. 
Larva  on  Rest  Harrow. 

IT.  armigera.  Not  common. 

II.  peltigera.  Rather  rare  in  the 
imago  state.  Larva  in  some 
numbers  on  Henbane.  I have 
found  them  on  the  flowers  of  the 
Marigold. 

LTcliodes  arbuti.  Frequent. 

Abrostola  urticcc.  Frequent. 

Plusia  chrysitis.  Common. 

P.  iota.  Frequent. 

P.  gamma.  Common  everywhere. 

P.  orichalcea.  Very  rare. 

Oonoptera  libatrix.  Common.  Larva 
on  poplar. 
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Amphypira  py  ramided  and  tragopog- 
onis.  Common. 

Mania  typica.  Common.  Larva  on 
"Willow  Herb. 

M.  maura.  Frequent.  Larva  on 
Dock. 

Toxocampa  pastinum.  Hot  frequent. 
Stilbia  anomala.  Not  common.  On 
the  coast. 

Euclidia  Mi.  Commonly  met  with. 
E.  glyphica.  Barer  than  the  above. 
Phytometra  ccnea.  Frequent  on 
Downs. 

I have  now  enumerated  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  eight  species  of 
Noctuce  and  I have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  list  might  be  greatly  enlarged  by 
some  other  Entomologist  of  more  ex- 
tended experience  than  mine, — espec- 
ially in  the  genera  Acronycta,  Leu- 
cania,  Noctna,  and  Hadena.  How- 
ever, as  it  is,  there  is  a large  propor- 
tion enumerated,  and  as  the  district 
is  of  no  great  extent  I feel  perfectly 
satisfied.  I should  strongly  advise 
young  Entomologists  who  search  for 
Noctuce  to  visit  and  well  work  the 
Silene  injlata  flowers  ; I have  taken 
more  species  at  them  than  at  Sugar, 
Ivy,  and  Sallows  put  together. 

To  be  continued 


Emigration  of  Insects  continued. — 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  my 
Journal  and  as  it  bears  somewhat  on 
this  subject  it  may  not  be  altogether 
uninteresting. 

“5th.  Oct.  1862. — In  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  Observed  several  small  birds 
flying  about  the  ship,  among  them  a 


pair  of  Bobins,  whose  appearance  I 
fancy  is  rather  unusual,  as  I am  not 
aware  they  are  migratory  birds  ; they 
were  tolerably  tame,  though  not  tame 
enough  to  be  caught,  and  amused 
themselves  by  hopping  about  the  ham- 
mock nettings,  and  occasionally  fly- 
ing up  and  snapping  at  flies  ; one  of 
them  had  a very  exciting  chase  after 
a Plusia  gamma,  which  it  secured 
and  devoured  with  considerable  gusto 
probably  not  having  tasted  such  a 
delicate  morsel  for  several  days. 
The  quarter  gallery  appeai’ed  to  be 
their  favourite  place  of  resort,  so  I 
sprinkled  some  crumbs  for  them,  as 
they  seemed  to  be  in  a very  famished 
condition.  The  other  birds  were  Bed- 
starts,  Tit-larks,  and  Chaffinches. 
How  the  moths  came  into  the  ship  is 
a mystery,  I have  noticed  several 
species  amongst  them.  I have  taken 
a fine  specimen  of  Ecopula  fer rug alis, 
two  ofP.  gamma,  a Stenopteryx  hy- 
bridalis  and  a Pterophorus.  Now 
could  these  have  flown  on  board,  and 
secreted  themselves  while  the  ship 
was  anchored  off  Portland  ? and  if  so, 
how  is  it  I never  observed  any  of 
them  flying  about  the  ship  at  that 
place  ? it  is  evident  they  could  not 
have  gained  admittance  either  in  the 
larva  or  pupa  state,  and  it  is  almost 
equally  impossible  they  could  have 
flown  across  the  Bay,  from  the  shores 
of  France  or  Northern  Spain.  It 
seems  strange  they  subsisted  for  five 
days  without  food” 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
wind  varied  from  East  to  South  East 
during  our  passage  across  the  Bay, 


GO 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


this  would  be  favourable  for  these 
insects  supposing  they  really  flew 
from  the  coasts  of  France. 

“16th.  Oct.  1862.  Passing  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to -day,  several 
moths  flew  on  board,  among  others  I 
took  a splendid  specimen  of  Margar- 
odes  Unionalis.  Hub.”  The  weather 
was  frightfully  hot.  I suppose  these 
insects  were  taking  a trip  from  Spain 
to  Africa,  and  vice  versa. — G.  F. 
Mathew,  Portsmouth,  March  10 th. 
1863. 


Notes.  I am  disposed  to  think 
that  the  “ mity  ” appearances  of  brown 
powder,  often  found  under  the  bodies 
of  Lepidoptera  in  Cabinets,  and  as- 
cribed to  the  ravages  of  mites,  may, 
not  unfrequently,  be  traced  to  a very 
different  cause.  Such  is  certainly, 
my  own  experience,  which  I will 
now  briefly  give  you  in  a rough  form. 

About  twenty  years  ago  I arranged 
my  collection  of  British  Butterflies 
and  Moths  in  a cabinet  of  foi'ty  draw- 
ers,— an  excellent  piece  of  workman- 
ship from  the  hands  of  old  Standish. 
The  drawers  were  carefully  camphor- 
ed,  and  every  insect  cleaned  and 
narrowly  scrutinized,  before  it  was 
placed  in  the  drawer.  I do  not  think 
that  one  specimen  infested  with  acari 
could  have  escaped  my  eye.  How- 
ever, after  a few  years,  (al tough  the 
drawers  were  almost  airtight  and  kept 
well  supplied  with  camphor),  small 
collections  of  powder  appeared  here 
and  there  under  certain  insects. 

These  were  taken  out  and  immersed 
in  spirits  of  Turpentine  to  kill  the 


supposed  mites,  and  w7hen  properly 
dried  were  replaced.  Well,  this 
went  on  for  a good  many  years,  dur- 
ing which  I noticed  that  after  a cer- 
tain time  powder  always  made  its 
appearance  under  the  same  specimens, 
and  lately,  having  occasion  to  re- 
arrange the  whole  of  my  cabinet,  I 
found,  to  my  great  dismay,  that 
nearly  a fourth  of  my  collection  of 
moths  was,  to  all  appearance,  suffer- 
ing, or  had  suffered,  from  the  attacks 
of  Acar us  Destructor  ! Now  I felt 
sure  that  such  could  not  be  the  case, 
and  that  the  powder  lying  under 
the  bodies  of  the  insects  must  have 
been  produced  by  some  other  cause. 

I therefore  subjected  the  underside  of 
the  bodies  to  a microscopical  examin- 
ation, and  soon  found  out  what  the 
cause  was.  The  brown  powder  re- 
sulted from  natural  decay  and  disin- 
tegration. In  every  instance  I found 
that  where  the  body  had  been  injured 
either  in  the  capture  of  the  insect,  or 
in  the  setting  out,  or  in  travelling, 
or  from  any  other  accident,  decay 
had  commenced,  and  its  results,  in  the 
shape  of  small  dust-like  particles,  had 
found  their  way  through  the  orifice 
caused  by  the  injury.  To  make  this 
fact  more  clear  and  certain,  I ascer- 
tained,  by  examination,  that  not  one 
specimen,  the  skin  of  whose  body 
was  sound  and  unbroken,  showed 
any  signs  of  dust  or  powder  beneath 
it,  whatever  ; and,  on  the  other  hand 
that  the  more  extensive  the  wound, 
the  larger  was  the  collection  of  the 
(at  first  supposed)  mite  dust.  In 
the  case  of  those  insects  which 
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are  much  disposed  to  become  greasy, 
and  especially  the  Tort  rices  and  Tinea 
whose  larvoe  are  internal  feeders,  this 
natural  decay  seems  greatly  acceler- 
ated, and  appears  often  to  result  from 
some  internal  process  with  which  we 
are  unacquainted,  apart  from  actual 
injury.  Now  the  remedy  I would 
propose  for  this,  is  very  simple,  and 
of  the  easiest  application.  A very 
small  quantity  of  liquid  glue  brushed 
over  the  injured  part  of  the  underside 
of  the  body,  gives  the  insect,  as  it 
were,  a new  skin,  and  prevents  the 
results  of  inward  decay  from  spoiling 
the  appearance  of  our  collections. — 
Rev.  Heney  Bueney,  Wavendon 
Rectory , Woburn,  Beds. 

Random  Notes.  Papilio  Vellida. 
Fab.  is  figured  by  Petiver  who  says  it 
was  taken  at  Hampstead  by  M r. 
Albin,  and  is  also  given  by  Haworth, 
who  did  not  know  the  insect  other- 
wise than  in  Petiver,  and  fancied  it 
might  be  a hybrid.  I suggested  that 
as  P.  Vellida  was  found  in  the  Isle  of 
Amsterdam  and  also  in  Australia,  (I 
have  specimens  too)  which  places 
were  visited  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and 
])r.  Solander, — the  latter  gentleman 
living  at  Hampstead,  might,  as  on 
his  own  shewing,  have  been  said,  by 
a misunderstanding,  to  have  taken  it 
at  Hampstead.  By  the  bye  I have  a 
book  (Fabricius)  which  belonged  to 
Dr.  Solander,  and  contains  his  auto- 
graph. 

A curious  thing  occurred  here  once 
in  the  winter  of  1858.  A moth,  I at 
first  supposed,  flew  against  a lamp  in 
the  evening.  It  proved  to  be  Vanessa 


TJrticcc  disturbed  from  its  winter 
quarters  by  the  heat  of  the  room  and 
the  light  from  the  lamp. 

I was  told  of  a hybrid  between  V. 
TJrticce  and  Io  taken  in  Wales  with 
the  wings  intermediate  in  size  and 
colour, — the  ocellated  spot  like  Io  but 
very  dull.  I have  a specimen  of  V.  Io, 
and  a second  is  known,  without  the 
ocellus,  and  with  only  a pale  spot  in 
its  place. 

People  are  very  apt  to  cry  “ Pooh ! 
Pooh!”  to  whatever  seems  rather 
odd.  and  so  they  give  up  insects  as 
unlikely  to  occur  in  Britain,  without 
further  trouble.  Why  may  not  Pet- 
iver’s P.  tessellata  turn  out*  to  be  a 
good  species  as  well  as  Lewin’s  P. 
Rory  las  ? I have  compared  Petiver’ s 
figure  with  11.  Piety nna  and  II. 
Athalia  and  I think  it  comes  nearest 
to  the  former.  Insects  disappear  for 
several  years  (if  not  altogether  ?)  as 
well  as  plants,  and  who  knows  that 
M.  Pictynna  may  not  appear  again. 
See,  for  instance,  the  now  so  called, 
“ very  rare  L.  Acts,” — why  this  used 
to  be  the  most  common  Blue  we  had 
here,  but  is  now  apparently  extinct. 
I am  told  I had  taken  all  the  speci- 
mens, but  I know  several  localities 
for  it  where  I scarcely  ever  took  a 
specimen, — and  there  it  is  equally  ex- 
tinct as  here, — also  P.  Machaon,  P. 
Cratcegi,  P.  Sinapis,  II.  Galathea, 
and  Semele,  V.  C-album  (in  great 
profusion  formerly)  and  many  others 
also  now  II.  Pampliilus  etc,  are  ap- 
parently entirely  gone.  J.  C.  Dale, 
Gian.  Wootton,  Sherborne,  Porset. 
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Notes  on  P.  Dispar.  Lewin  figures 
the  above  species  and  says  he  “ once 
saw  two  specimens  settled  on  a bank 
in  the  marshes,  the  sun  at  the 
time  shining  very  hot  on  them.  They 
were  exceedingly  shy  and  would  not 
suffer  him  to  appioach.”  This  was  in 
the  month  of  August,  previous  to 
1794.  It  is  a pity  that  he  does  not 
say  where  the  “marshes  ” were.  He 
says  also  that  he  was  informed  that  a 
collector  of  insects  used  to  take  this 
fly  and  supply  the  different  collections 
in  London  with  it,  but  would  give  no 
further  account.”  The  late  Kev.  AY. 
Kirby  told  me  that  a fellow  of  Trin. 
Coll.  Cambridge  used  to  take  it  near 
that  place,  but  he  was  dead  and  the 
locality  lost.  Donovan  says  his  speci- 
men was  taken  at  or  near  Cambridge. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  Lewin 
might  also  have  seen  Dispar,  instead 
of  Virgaurece,  but  he  figures  Dispar 
(or  Hippotlioe ) also,  and  says  it  was 
taken  on  a moorish  piece  of  land  in 
Huntingdonshire.  He  gives  the 
second  discoidal  spot  plainer  than  it 
is  in  any  specimens  I have  seen,  but 
they  all  have  it  more  or  less.  None 
of  the  true  Hippothoe  have  it.  Now 
comes  the  question  “ what  is  a speci- 
fic distinction  ?”  Are  L.  Dispar  and 
Hippotlioe  one  or  two  species  ? Local 
or  permanent  varieties  ? — In. 

CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Captures  in  Westmoreland.- During 
the  last  two  weeks  I have  taken  the 
fallowing  species : — 


Gracillaria  Ilemidactylella.  Three 
specimens  from  Yew. 

Lyonetia  Clerkella.  Twelve  speci- 
mens* from  Yew.  All  the  dark 
form . 

Sarrothripa  Revayana.  Yar.  Uhdu- 
laria.  One  from  Yew. 
Eupithecia  Ablreviata.  One  speci- 
men from  Yew. 

Peronea  Mixtana.  On  the  wing.  On 
Heath. 

Gelechia  Maculella.  One  specimen 
under  moss  on  Oak. 

Ceropacha  Flavicornis.  On  Birch. 
I have  also  seen  them  flying  in 
the  sunshine. 

Anisopteryx  JEscularia.  One  on 
Birch. 

Lobophora  Lobulata. 

Geometra  Illunaria.  On  Thorn. 
Noctua  Leucographa.  Eight  specimens 
on  Sallow. 

Orthosia  Munda.  Two  specimens  on 
Sallows. 

Orthosia  Gracilis.  Two  specimens 
on  Sallows.  Also  the  common 
species. 

I have  also  taken  X Lithorhiza 
and  T.  Piniperda  on  Sallows,  and  have 
seen  half  a dozen  G.  Rhamni  on  the 
wing.  My  address  for  the  next  six 
months  is  as  follows. — J.  B.  Hodg- 
kinson,  Witlierslack,  Newton-in-  Cart- 
mell.  March  28.  1863. 

Nyssia  Zonaria. — Has  been  out  on 
our  Sand  hills  since  Feb.  20.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  send  the  perfect  in- 
sect or  ova  to  anyone  wishing  for 
them. — Edwin  Bibghaix,  Birken- 
head. 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


63 


MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES- 


Bowdon  and  Alteincham  Entomo- 
logical Society. — The  fortnightly 
March  Meeting  of  the  above  Society 
was  held  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  T. 
Blackburn,  President,  on  the  even- 
ing of  Monday,  March  16,  1863, 
that  gentleman  occupying  the  chair. 

After  the  business  of  the  meeting 
had  been  conducted,  Mr.  T.  Black- 
burn read  a paper  on  “ Universal 
Entomology,”  in  which  he  impressed 
upon  the  members  the  wisdom  of  piot 
confining  their  attention  in  Entomo- 
logical studies,  to  one  order  of  insects. 

At  its  close,  Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart 
continued  his  series  of  papers  on 
“ the  Entomology  of  the  Ancients  ” 
by  an  able  paper  on  the  knowledge 
that  the  Ancients  possessed  of  the 
Ant. 

Thanks  were  returned  for  both 
these  papers. 

Mr.  Blackburn  exhibited  the 
drawers  of  his  cabinet  of  British 
Insects. 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  exhibited  a 
box  of  Coleoptera. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  exhibited  a box 
of  Hemiptera,  containing,  among 
other  species,  several  of  the  genera 
Hylopliila,  Palis,  Mins,  etc. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cash  invited  the  mem- 
bers to  hold  the  next  meeting  at  his 
house,  and,  with  thanks  to  Mr. 
Blackburn  for  his  entertainment,  the 
proceedings  closed. 


HORiE  HAWORTHIAM, 

By  W.  E.  Kieby  Esq. 

Paet  VIII. 

Aim  posticse  supra  grisern 
[or  tribus  ?]  ciliis  albicantibus, 
ocellis  caecis  iride  fulva  circiter  tres. 
subtus  basi  fascia  lata  fusca  extus  den- 
tata,  tunc  fascia  irregularis  albida 
in  media,  fuscedine  extus  terminata, 
tunc  ocelli  postici  6,  sesquialtero, 
pupilla  alba,  iride  nigra  fulvo  cincta  : 
tandem  fascia  obsoieta  fuscescens : 
demum  margo  albicans  ciliisque  fus- 
cescentibus.”  I copy  Haworth’s 
notice  of  this  and  two  allied  forms  in 
extenso,  as  I have  lately  reopened  the 
question  of  the  specific  distinctness  of 
the  first  and  third.  Mr.  Doubleday 
informs  me  that  Davus  (Haworth, 
Kirby)  is  not  the  typical  Davus  of 
Eab.  which  is  Typkon  (H.  K.)  but 
a form  distinguished  by  the  Germans 
under  the  name  of  Ilothliebii. 


miiiWKE. 


Eggs  of  Amphidasis  Prodromaria. 
Having  these  to  spare  I shall  be  glad 
to  supply  them  in  exchange  for  others, 
or  for  pupae  or  imagos, — excepting  of 
course  the  commoner  species  and  such 
as  not  uncommonly  occur  here.  Eggs 
or  pupae  will  be  preferred.  Anyone 
writing  to  me  and  not  soon  receiving 
a reply  will  please  conclude  that  my 
stock  has  been  exhausted.  I hope  to 
have  eggs  of  several  other  species 
during  the  season.  W.  Pobteous, 
Silver  Street,  Groves,  York. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  DONOVAN. 

Diptera. 

Tipula  Crocata. 

Generic  Character. 

Head  long : palpi  4 curved.  Trunk 
very  short. 

Specific  Character. 

Elack,  spotted  with  yellow.  Legs 
tawny,  with  black  feet  and  a black 
ring  round  the  posterior  thigh. 
Wings  tawny  with  a marginal  brown 
spot. 

Tipula  rivosa. 

Specific  Character. 

Brown-grey.  Eyes  black.  An- 
tennte  feathered.  AYings  larger  than 
the  body,  with  three  brown  patches 
near  the  margin.  Tail  of  the  female 
bifid,  length  one  inch. 

The  genus  Tipula  comprises  an  ex- 
tensive family  of  the  Dipterous  order, 
or  of  such  insects  as  have  two  wings 
-only.  Our  largest  species  are  Tipula 
rivosa,  crocata,  lunata  &c ; the  most 
common  is  T.  Oleracea,  generally 
known  by  the  trivial  appellations, 
Long-legs,  Old  Father  &c.  It  is,  as 
are  also  the  other  species,  perfectly 
harmless  and  inoffensive;  yet  their 
singular  form  and  more  particularly 
the  extraodinary  disproportion  of  their 
legs  operates  frequently  to  their  dis- 


advantage with  the  ignorant,  who 
readily  suppose  they  have  to  avoid 
the  secreted  sting  of  whatever  appears 
awkward  or  uncommon. 

Our  smaller  species  are  infinitely 
more  numerous  and  many  of  them  are 
not  described,  being  so  very  minute 
as  to  remain  unnoticed. 

The  Tipula  plumosa  PI.  XXII. 
differs  materially  in  its  general  ap- 
pearance from  the  larger  kinds.  We 
rarely  find  a specimen  of  the  larger 
kinds  of  Tipula  with  the  legs  complete ; 
the  loss  of  one  or  two  of  those  mem- 
bers do  not  materially  retard  the  brisk- 
ness of  its  motions,  but  it  cannot  fly 
after  suffering  a total  amputation, 
though  it  will  then  live  a considerable 
time. 

Tipula  Rivosa  being  entangled  by 
two  of  its  legs  in  the  snare  of  a large 
spider  \Aranea  Riadema ] at  first  en- 
deavoured to  disengage  them  by  force 
hut  this  rather  added  to  its  calamity, 
and  a third  leg  was  attracted  by  the 
glutinous  matter  on  the  threads ; the 
spider  approached  and  the  creature 
accelerated  its  escape  by  leaving  two 
of  its  legs  in  the  web.  It  is  very 
common  to  observe  the  broken  limbs 
of  the  Tipulce  in  the  snares  of  this 
species  of  spider. 
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The  larvae  of  many  Tipulce,  more 
especially  the  very  minute  sorts  are 
found  in  standing  water,  hut  the  lar- 
ger generally  feed  on  the  roots  of 
grass  and  may  be  found  by  turning 
up  the  light  surface  of  the  Earth. 
The  Tipula  Bivosa  is  taken  in  May 
and  dime,  the  Tipula  crocata  in  June 
and  July.  The  latter  is  observed  in 
the  Mower  garden  or  orchard. 

Tipula  Plumosa. 

Sea  Tipula. 

Generic  Character. 

Head  long.  Palpi  four,  carved. 

Specific  Character. 

Brown.  Thorax  greenish.  Eyes 
black.  Fore  legs  longest.  Wings  shor- 
ter than  the  abdomen. 

Is  found  in  the  month  of  April  near 
Marshes,  and  has  been  frequently 
mistaken  for  the  common  gnat. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Anbrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brow,  2 Collingate, 
York,  S.  Styles.  163,  North  St., 
Brighton,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool,  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
tho  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 


Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed 

\ 

to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Strepsiftera. 

Specific  distinctions.  Mr.  Smith 
says  he  can  see  no  specific  character 
to  separate  the  so-called  species  of 
Stylops.  He  says  the  bodies  shrivel 
after  death  and  the  wings  are  contor- 
ted etc.  S.  Kirbii  and  Da  Hi  are 
found  about  the  same  time  but  indep- 
endent of  the  shape  of  the  wings  etc, 
S.  Balii  has  the  base  of  the  wings 
always  clear,  and  is  found  on  a dif- 
erent  bee.  Why  should  that  be  the 
case  if  they  are  all  one  species  ? J.  C. 
Dale,  Gian  Wootton , Sherborne, 
Dorset. 

Lemboptera. 

Notes  on  A.  Atropos.  Mr.  Dell 
in  his  list  of  the  Lepidoptera  occur- 
ring in  the  neighbourhoodof  Plymouth 
remarks  of  A.  Atropos.  “I  do  not 
find  the  larva)  easy  to  rear  through 
the  winter.  ” — Now  I took  and  pro- 
cured a quantity  of  both  larva)  and 
pupa)  in  August  and  September  1856 
and  ’60  and  found  them  anything  hut 
difficult  to  rear,  so  perhaps  an  account 
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of  the  manner  I went  to  work  may  be 
of  use  to  others  during  the  ensuing 
season. — In  the  first  place  it  is  neces- 
sary to  obtain  the  larvse  or  pupse ; the 
best  time  to  look  for  the  former  is  from 
the  middle  of  July  to  the  end  of 
August, — go  into  a potato  field — those 
situated  on  hill  sides  facing  the  South 
or  west  will  be  found  the  most  prolific 
— and  look  well  up  and  down  each 
row.  If  Atropos  is  there  you  will  soon 
perceive  a gap,  the  bare  stalks  of  the 
plant  alone  remaining,  the  larva  if  it 
has  not  buried  will  be  close  at  hand 
probably  concealed  on  the  stem  of  a 
neighbouring  plant  or  else  hidden 
under  a clod  of  earth.  When  you 
take  the  larvse  home  get  a large  flower 
pot,  fill  it  half  full  of  earth  and  in  the 
centre  plunge  a bottle  of  water  in 
which  you  can  put  some  potato  stems 
which  will  thus  be  kept  fresh  for  some 
time ; over  the  top  of  the  pot  tie  a 
piece  of  strong  gauze  and  keep  it  in  a 
light  and  airy  situation,  the  food  of 
course  can  be  renewed  as  soon  as 
devoured. — I have  been  told  by  some 
Entomologists  that  the  larvse  often  re- 
fuse to  eat  in  confinement,  but  I did 
mot  find  such  to  be  the  case  with  anv 

•f 

of  mine. — They  are  all  full  fed  by  the 
middle  of  September  and  bury  several 
inches  in  the  ground,  taking  ten  days 
or  a fortnight  turning  to  pupse.  The 
pupse  you  cannot  very  well  find  your- 
self but  must  visit  the  fields  when  the 
potatos  are  being  dug  and  as  you  will 
most  likely  have  considerable  difficulty 
in  making  the  labourers  understand 
what  you  want,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  take  a pupa  of  A.  Atropos  as  a 


specimen  to  show  them.  If  you  have 
not  one  that  of  8.  Ligustri  will  do 
equaly  as  well.  As  an  inducement  it 
will  be  prudent  to  offer  them  some- 
thing for  each,  I gave  three  pence 
which  I now  think  was  a penny  too 
much ; you  must  also  impress  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  carefully  hand- 
ling the  pupae  when  they  find  them, 
as  they  are  very  apt  to  give  them 
anything  but  a gentle  nip  just  for  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  them  wriggle  their 
tails.  And  now  presuming  you  have 
been  successful  and  have  obtained  a 
dozen  or  two  pupse  the  next  thing  to 
be  done  is  to  take  all  the  earth  out  of 
the  flower  pot  and  fill  it  half  way  up 
with  sherds  to  allow  drainage ; over 
this  put  a layer  of  moss  upon  which 
the  pupae  are  to  be  placed  and'  then 
finally  covered  with  another  layer  of 
moss  which  it  is  necessary  to  wet 
slightly  every  other  day.  The  best  way 
to  do  this  is  to  remove  the  whole  of 
the  layer,  dip  it  into  lukewarm  water 
thoroughly  wring  and  replace  it — the 
pot  must  then  be  removed  to  a warm 
spot  in  the  kitchen.  I treated  thirteen 
pupse  in  this  manner  in  the  autumn 
of ’59  and  succeeded  in  breeding  eleven 
most  splendid  specimens.  The  remain- 
ing two  had  been  slightly  injured,  and 
in  consequence  damped  off  a few  days 
after  I commenced  forcing  them.  The 
pupse  I kept  through  the  winter  never 
reached  the  perfect  state.  I know  not 
why, — some  lived  until  the  following 
May  but  by  June  they  had  all  ceased 
to  exist.  It  is  also  a remarkable  fact 
that  all  the  females  I bred  were  bar 
ren,  nor  could  I discover  the  slightest 
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trace  of  embryo  eggs  in  them.  I 
likewise  examined  a pair  of  female 
S.  Convolvuli  which  I took  in  Sep- 
tember and  found  them  in  the  same 
state ; is  this  always  the  ease  with 
females  born  in  the  Autumn.  Are  they 
invariably  unproductive, — has  forcing 
anything  to  do  with  it,  or  do  they 
contain  the  germs  of  the  eggs  within 
them  which  require  a winter’s  hyber- 
nation to  bring  them  to  maturity  ? — 

The  larvae  of  Atropos  were  very 
abundant  near  Gibraltar  last  Novem- 
ber the  following  is  from  my 
Journal. 

“9.  Nov.  1862. — Growing  on  the 
Sandhills  near  St.  Roque  and  in  garden 
hedges  mixed  with  Ale  and  Prickloy 
Pear  is  a shrub  which  appears  to  be 
intermediate  beetween  the  Deadly 
Night  Shade  and  Tomato.  The  under- 
sides of  the  leaves  are  furnished  with 
stout  yellowish  coloured  thorns  which 
spring  from  the  mid  and  other  ribs, 
the  branches  are  similarly  covered,  so 
altogether  the  plant  is  a very  formida- 
ble looking  object. — Feeding  on  these 
bushes  perfectly  exposed,  quite  con- 
trary to  what  one  would  expect  to  see 
were  larvae  of  A.  Atropos,  every 
bush  had  a larva  on  it  and  from  one 
I took  as  many  as  three.”  I secured 
about  two  dozen  of  these  but  they 
were  all  without  exception  Ichneu- 
moned,  some  five  or  six  succeeded  in 
turning  to  pupae  but  the  parasitical 
larvae  after  having  consumed  every 
thing  but  the  bare  shells  worked  their 
way  out  and  Buried  in  the  sand.  I 
should  say  that  each  pupae  must  have 
contained  at  least  three  hundred  of 


these  larvae. — G.  F.  Mathews, 
Portsmouth,  \2>th.  March  1863. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Micropteryx  bred. 

During  the  present  month  I have 
had  the  pleasure  of  breeding  the  fol- 
lowing species  of  this  genus. 

Micropteryx  purpurella. 

Bred  freely  from  whitish  larvae 
with  brown  heads  and  green  dorsal 
vessels  mining  the  leaves  of  Birch  in 
May  last. 

Micropteryx  Salopiella. 

I have  bred  several  of  this  species 
from  whitish  larvae  with  dark  brown 
heads  and  darkish  vessels  feeding  in 
Birch  leaves  during  May. 

Micropteryx  semipurpurella. 

I bred  a single  example  of  this 
species  along  with  Purpurella. 

Micropteryx  subpurpurella. 

This  I have  also  bred  from  whitish 
larvae  with  dark  brown  heads  the  sec- 
ond segments  being  dusted  witli  dark- 
ish ; these  larve  fed  on  Oak  leaves  in 
May  last. 

I have  tenanted  cocoons  of  two 
kinds  of  Micropteryx  larvae,  the  im- 
agos  of  which  I am  expecting  every 
day  to  make  their  appearance. 

It  is  fatal  to  the  larvae  to  allow 
them  to  spin  their  Cocoons  and  re- 
main for  any  length  of  time  in  Sand 
as  they  are  almost  sure  to  dry  up,  the 
quantity  of  Cocoons  containing  dried 
up  larvae,  in  my  possession  fully  con- 
vinced mo  of  the  impolicy  of  such  a 
course. 
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The  plan  I adopted  last  May  was, 
having  first  carefully  separated  the 
various  larvae,  I put  a mixture  of  one 
part  of  sand  to  two  of  mould  at  the 
bottom  of  each  jar,  into  which,  when 
full  fed,  the  larva?  retired  and  spun 
their  Cocoons.  I placed  them  along 
with  the  mould  and  sand  in  small 
flower  pots,  on  the  outsides  of  which 

1 painted  a number  corresponding  with 
that  in  my  Diary  opposite  the  des- 
cription of  each  larva  ; I then  buried 
them  in  the  garden  and  at  the  end  of 
February  last  brought  them  in  doors. 

JEwpithecia  Tripunctata  and  Vir- 
gaureata.  I have  had  the  pleasure  of 
breeding  the  above  two  species  from 
larvae  taken  last  September  and  Oc- 
tober,— the  former  on  Angelica  syl- 
vestris  and  the  latter  on  Bagwort. 
Tripunctata  was  bred  as  early  as  the 
middle  of  February  by  Mr.  Hind, 
and,  a few  days  after  by  me.  The 
imago  is  not  new  to  this  district,  as 
asserted  by  Mr.  Carrington,  for  Mr. 
T.  H.  Allis  took  it  several  years  ago, 
and  had  it  in  his  collection  under  the 
name  of  Albipunctata.  W.  Prest, 

2 Castlegate,  York. 

Doings  at  the  Sallows.  On  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  third  of  this  month, 
my  friend  Mr.  Carrington  and  I,  set 
off  for  an  Entomological  excursion. 

After  walking  about  seven  miles 
we  arrived  at  our  destination,  and 
having  satisfied  our  appetites,  we 
went  to  examine  the  sallows,  which 
were  in  fair  condition.  The  first 
bush  produced  T.  Piniperda  and  sev- 
eral of  the  commoner  Tccniocampce , — 
Gothica,  Stabilis,  Instabilis,  Cruda, 


etc.  More  sheeting  rewarded  us  with 
T.  Populeti,  Jlfunda  and  some  hyber- 
nated  species,  but  the  most  pleasing 
capture  of  the  night  was  yet  to  come. 
Being  almost  tired  of  seeing  such  a 
repetition  of  the  same  species,  we 
were  thinking  of  returning  to  the 
Inn,  but  observing  a suspicious  look- 
ing bush,  we  spread  our  sheet  once 
more,  when,  lo  ! down  came  a splen- 
did T.  Opima,  which  having  boxed, 
we  turned  in  for  the  night. 

Next  morning  we  went  out  for  a 
“sweep”  and  to  look  for  B.  Parth- 
enias,  which  had  been  taken  the 
previous  day,  but, 'the  weather  being 
stormy,  we  did  not  succeed  in  cap- 
turing any.  Among  the  larvae  taken 
were  some  small  N.  Neglecta  A.  Por- 
phyrea,  A.  Agatliina, — also  pupae  of 
A.  fuliginosa. 

By  searching  the  fir  trees  we  found 
L,  Lobulata  and  other  species.  W. 
Subtees  Hornby,  Clifton,  York. 

Captures  in  Westmoreland  April 
2nd.  being  a sunny,  warm  morning, 
I set  off  to  search  for  Butalis  incongru- 
ella,  and  was  successful  in  taking  a 
beautiful  series.  To  make  up  my  bag 
I took,  besides  incongruella,  four  other 
species  that  I had  never  before  taken, 
— viz,  Dasystoma  salicella  flying  on 
the  heath  (although  this  is  a common 
Southern  species,  it  has  not  before,  I 
believe,  been  taken  in  the  North), 
three  specimens  of  a species  of  Depres- 
saria  that  I do  not  know,  two  of  a 
Peronea  new  to  me  (not  any  of  the 
Hastiana  varieties),  and  two  speci- 
mens of  an  Ornix  which  I dont  know. 
It  is  as  large  as  guttea  and  not  unlike  it 
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in  appearance.  I also  took  Microp- 
teryx  unimaculella  very  large  and 
finely  marked,  Amphisa  prodromana 
very  large  and  finely  colored,  and  a 
beautiful  Peronea  mixtana  almost 
white.  These  and  a couple  of  dozens 
of  Lobophora  Lobulata  in  fine  order, 
made  up  my  day’s  work.  At  night 
nothing  of  note  turned  up, — only 
ordinary  species  and  a specimen  of 
Tephrosia  Bubitata.  The  weather 
has  been  very  rough  since.  By  the 
way,  the  same  day,  I took  a fine 
Bepressaria  Bouglasella,  and  was 
sadly  mortified,  when  I got  home,  to 
find  it  had  disappeared  either  by  my 
having  lost  the  box,  or  by  its  having 
given  me  the  slip,  when  I expected 
it  was  all  safe.  J.  B.  Hodgkinson, 
Witherslack,  Newton-in - Cartmell. 

Selenia  Lunaria  bred.  I was  much 
surprised,  yesterday,  on  looking  into 
one  of  my  breeding  cages  to  find  that 
a pair  of  Selenia  lunaria  had  emerged 
from  the  pupa.  June  is  the  month 
in  which  the  imago  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  occur,  and  my  previous  ob- 
servations tended  to  confirm  the  cor- 
* rectness  of  that  supposition.  A refer- 
ence to  my  journal  shows  that  I have 
captured  the  perfect  insect  on  three 
seperate  dates, — all  in  June.  Am  I 
to  attribute  the  early  appearance  of 
these  two  specimens  to  the  mildness 
of  the  season,  or  to  the  fact  that  the 
insect  is,  like  its  congeners,  double 
brooded  ? The  cage  in  which  the 
pupa)  were,  has  been  indoors  all  win- 
ter, but  in  a very  cold  room.  In 
fact  I have  bred  a good  many  more 
species  from  the  same  cage, — but  all, 


when  I was  taking  them  at  large. 
No  one  specimen  except  these  two, 
has  emerged  before  its  time.  Even 
now  I have  living  pupae  of  S.  Illun- 
aria  which  have  not  yet  come  out.  I 
can  scarcely  suppose  that  the  mild 
spring  has  had  so  much  effect  as  to 
bring  out  these  insects  two  months 
before  their  time.  There  is  quite  en- 
ough time  for  another  brood  in  June. 

If  anyreaders  of  the  ‘ Entomologist  ’ 
have  also  met  with  S.m  lunaria  in 
Spring,  I should  be  very  glad  if  they 
would  let  us  know  through  the  medi- 
um of  its  pages. 

Among  my  early  captures  this  year, 
I ma  y mention  P.  Pilosaria  and  IT. 
Leucophearia  common,  early  in  Janu- 
ary ; A.  Prodromaria  and  N.  Ilispi- 
daria  on  Eeb.  24th.  and  C\  P lavicornis 
in  abundance  on  March  5th.  T. 
Blackburn,  Bowdon,  Cheshire,  April > 
9.  1863. 


MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES- 


Bowdon  and  Altrincham  Entomo- 
logical Society. — The  Monthly 

meeting  of  the  above  Society  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cash,  on  Monday  evening,  April  6. 
1863,  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ernest  Geldart,  read  a paper 
on  the  economy  of  Vespa  vulgaris. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart,  read  a paper 
on  “ The  stability  of  specific  forms.” 
In  this  paper  he  made  a severe  attack 
on  Mr.  Darwin’s  work,  and  conclu- 
ded by  expressing  his  own  views  of 
the  subject.  As  these  opinions  were 
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at  variance  with  those  held  by  the 
majority  of  the  members,  a very  an- 
imated discussion  took  place.  We 
regret  that  want  of  space  forbids  our 
giving  a fuller  account  of  this  part  of 
the  proceedings. 

Thanks  were  returned  for  the  twd 

I 

papers. 

Mr.  C.  Worthington  exhibited  a 
box  containing  Cercyon  flavipes,  mel- 
anocephalum  and  others  of  the  same 
genus,  several  species  of  Marpalus 
and  Brady  cellus  etc. 

Mr.  T,  Blackburn  exhibited  Leis- 
totrophus  nebulosus,  Coccinella  oblon- 
goguttata,  and  several  species  of 
Philonthus  and  Amur  a,  also  Cymatop- 
liora  flavicornis  and  Taniocampa 
Rubncosa,  Populeti,  and  Munda, — 
all  these  insects  having  been  recently 
captured. 

Mr.  E.  Armitage  exhibited  a box 
containing  some  Coleoptera. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  exhibited  some 
of  his  recent  captures  in  the  Memiptera. 

Mr.  S.  Morris  exhibited  a box  of 
Lepidoptera,  containing  among  other 
species,  recently  captured  specimens 
of  Tceniocampa  Munda  etc. 

With  thanks  to  Mr.  Cash  for  his 
entertainment,  the  proceedings  closed. 


EXCHANGE. 


Free  offer.  On  proceeding  to  clear 
out  my  store-boxes,  I find  that  I have 
a few  duplicates  of  lepidoptera  which 
may  be  acceptable  to  some  of  your 
correspondents.  I therefore  beg  to 
offer  them  freely  to  anyone  who  will 
send  a box,  postage  paid,  both  ways. 


of  some  of  the  species  enumerated  I 
have  only  one  or  two  specimens.  It 
must  therefore  be  “ first  come,  first 
served,’’  with  applicants.  I add  also 
the  names  of  a few  desiderata,  in  case 
anyone  may  be  able  to  send  me  any 
of  them.  TJnder  those  circumstances 
I shall  be  glad  to  pay  return  postage, 
but  I wish  it  to  be  understood  that 
this  is  a free  offer. 


Duplicates. 

L.  Argiolus.  (imperfect.) 


A.  Aceris. 

IP  Meet  us. 

A.  Prunaria. 

C.  Elinguaria. 

B.  Hirtaria. 

A.  Strigillaria. 
M.  Picaria. 

Z.  Albicillaria. 


C.  Flavicornis. 
C.  Duplaris. 

X.  Purea. 

X.  Mepatica. 
N.  Festiva. 

P.  Lucipara. 
P.  Chrysitis. 
A.  Merbida. 
A.  Tincta. 


C.  Propugnaria. 

F.  Mepararia.  (one,  unset.) 

T.  Cheer ophjllaria.  (unset.) 

M.  Contigua.  M.  Pisi, 

B.  Temeraria.  (unset.) 

F.  Affinitaria.  A.  Urticce. 

F.  Alcliemillaria.  X.  Rhizolitha. 

A.  Advena.  (imperfect.) 

0.  Dentalis.  (imperfect.) 

C.  Beclusa.  T.  Batis. 

A.  Rumicis. 


Desiderata. 


F.  Cassiope. 

T.  Pruni. 

0.  Ccenosa. 

0.  Gonostigma. 
A.  Berber  at  a. 

C.  Sayittata. 
Bevd.  P.  Andre 
port,  Salop. 


M.  Mispida. 

C.  Templi. 

T.  Populeti. 

A.  Melanopa. 

C.  Asteris. 

C.  Sponsa. 
Lilleshall,  New- 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

To  Entomologists. 

Jamas  Cocking,  wishes  to  collect  all  orders  op  insects,  during  this  season, 
in  the  fens  at  Ranworth,  Horning  and  other  places,  by  subscription,  in  thirty 
shares  at  one  guinea  each.  Gentleman  wishing  to  subscribe  to  the  abovo, 
will  please  send  their  names  and  subscriptions  as  early  as  convenient,  to,  J. 
Cocking,  Ranworth  Fen,  Blojield,  Norw  hick.  He  will  be  happy  to  answer 
any  inquiries  respecting  the  above  on  receiving  an  addressed  envelope. 


Will  Shortly  be  published  in  monthly  parts,  Price  1/3.  a new  Work  on  the 

BRITISH  SPHINGINA, 

ILLUSTRATED  BY 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  NATURE. 

Each  part  with  three  Plates  containing  from  1 to  8 figures  and  16  pages 
of  Letter-press.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  this  entirely  new  method  of  illus- 
tration, a more  correct  figure  of  each  insect  will  be  obtained,  than  has  yet  been 
produced. 

The  Text  by  the  Editors  of  the  “ Weekly  Entomologist;”  the  Photographs, 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Cash,  and  Printed  and  Published  by  Messrs,  Balshaw  of 
Altrincham,  Cheshire.  Intending  Subscribers,  or  parties  wishing  for  further 
information,  may  communicate  with  any  of  the  above  persons. 

London:  LONGMAN  and  Co.,  Paternoster-Row 


NEW  WORKS  IN  NATURAL  HISTORY, 

BY  THE  REV.  F.  0.  MORRIS,  B A., 

Hector  of  Nunburnliolme,  Yorkshire,  and  Chaplain  to  His.  Grace  the  Duke  of  Cleveland ; 
Member  of  the  Ashmolean  ociety  of  Oxford. 


Dedicated  by  Permission  to  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Westminster,  X.  G. 
President  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention 'of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 

ANECDOTES  IN  NATUEAL  HISTORY. 

Price  Five  Shillings.  Foolscap  Octavo. 


Dedicated  by  Permission  to  the  Hon.  Anne  Emma  Cavendish. 

RECORDS  OE  ANIMAL  SAGACITY  AND  CHARACTER. 

With  a Preface  on  the  Future  Existence  of  the  Animal  Creation. 

Price  6s.  Foolscap  Octavo. 


Dedicated  by  Permission  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Muncaster  : 

NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  MOTHS. 

With  accurate  Coloured  Figures  of  each  Species,  English  as  well  as  Latin  Names  Dates  of 
Appearance,  List  of  I.oealitics,  Food  of  Caterpillars,  &c.  &c. 

Published  in  Monthly  Parts.  Each  Part  containing  Figure  • of  upwards  of  Thirty  Species 
on  the  average  of  the  whole  work.  Price  Two  Shillings,  Royal.  Octavo/  1 
Tart  25  Now  Ready. 

London  : LONGMAN  and  CO.,  Paternoster-Row. 


Printed  for  the  Altrincham  and  Bowdon  Entomological  Society  by  Thomas 
Son,  32,  Church  Street,  Altrincham,  in  the  County  of  Chester. 


Bainhaw  and 


r h e 


WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


“ ENT03IA  aUIDQUID  AGUXT  XOSTP.I  EST  FARRAGO  II BELLI.” 


No.  10. — Vol.  2.]  SATURDAY,  APRIL  18,  1863.  [Price  ‘Id. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  DONOVAN. 

> 

Diptera. 

Musca  Chamceleon. 

Generic  Character. 

Musca,  a soft  flexible  trunk,  with 
lateral  lips  at  the  end.  No  palpi. 

Specific  Character. 

Dark  brown  or  black.  Antennas 
taper,  Eyes  large.  Abdomen  nearly 
circular,  with  three  triangular 
yellow  spots  on  each  side,  and 
one  at  the  extremity. 

Linnasus  in  a former  edition  of  the 
Fauna  Suecica  gave  ' this  insect  the 
name  of  CEslrus  Aquce,  but  he  after- 
wards discovered  it  to  be  a Musca 
and  called  it  Musca  Chamceleon.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  common  Dipterous 
or  two  winged  insects  we  have ; yet 
though  so  Avell  known  in  its  perfect 
state,  few  have  attended  so  minutely 
to  its  changes  as  to  discover  that 
they  form  the  most  interesting  part  of 
its  history.  The  female  deposits  her 
eggs  in  the  hollow  stalks  of  aquatic 
plants,  or  broken  reeds,  or  so  pro- 
vides for  them,  that  they  cannot,  but 
by  some  unforeseen  accident  be  carried 


away.  The  egg  in  due  time  ripening 
produces  a Larva,  by  no  means  re- 
sembling the  parent,  but  rather  a 
worm  of  a most  singular  structure. 
This  happens  about  the  latter  end  of 
Lay  or  beginning  of  June,  if  the 
weather  proves  favourable,  and  they 
may  be  seen  crawling  on  the  grass  or 
plants  which  grow  there,  or  they  may 
be  taken  floating  on  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  Body  consists  of  twelve 
annular  divisions  whereof  the  head 
and  tail  are  two ; the  tail  has  a verge 
of  hairs,  which,  when  entirely  expan- 
ded support  the  creature  on  the  sur- 
face with  the  head  downwards.  If  it 
wishes  to  descend  it  contracts  the  hairs 
in  the  form  of  a wine  glass,  or  entirely 
closes  them  at  the  end;  and  when 
again  it  is  rising  to  the  surface  it 
forces  a bubble  from  a small  aperture 
in  the  centre,  which  immediately 
makes  a passage  for  its  ascension. 
It  changes  to  the  Pupa  state,  and 
about  the  middle  of  July  to  the  Ely. 
It  subsists  at  this  time  on  the  Nectar 
and  other  juices  it  extracts  from  the 
bottom  of  the  corollas  in  flowers. 

Musca  pendula. 

Specific  Character, 

Head  black.  Thorax  yellow,  with 
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longitudinal  black  marks. 

Its  habits  nearly  correspond  with 
those  of  the  Musca  Chamceleon. 
Like  that  insect  it  once  wore  the 
appearance  of  an  aquatic,  and  like  it 
also  in  its  last  or  perfect  state,  ex- 
ists by  extracting  with  its  Trunk  the 
Nectar  from  flowers.  It  is  to  be 
taken  in  June. 

Musca  lateralis. 

Specific  Chaeactee. 

Thorax  black.  Abdomen  bright 
red  or  brown  with  a line  of  black 
from  the  Thorax ; the  last  segment 
black  with  hairs  or  spines. 

Visits  flower  gardens  in  the  month 
of  June. 

Coleopteba. 

Pyrocliroa  coccinea. 

Specific  Chaeactee. 

Beneath  legs,  and  antennae  black. 
Head,  Thorax  and  Shell  bright  red 
inclining  to  brown. 

The  above  insect,  which  Fabricius 
has,  after  that  celebrated  French 
Naturalist  Geoffroy  made  a new 
genus  under  the  title  Pyrocliroa  *, 
has  in  general  been  considered  by 
the  collectors  of  insects  as  the  Can- 
tharis  Sanguinolenta  of  Linnaeus,  but 
this  cannot  be  the  case,  as  the  des- 
criptions by  no  means  corresponds ; 
nor  is  it  the  Lampyris  coccinea  of 
that  author,  as  quoted  by  Fabricus, 
we  are  therefore  inclined  to  think 
that  notwithstanding  it  is  so  plenty 
with  us  it  was  unknown  to  the  Swed- 
ish Naturalist  at  the  time  lie  wrote  ; 


especially  as  the  specimen  was  not 
in  his  cabinet. 

It  is  very  common  in  England 
in  July 

* Geoff.  Inf.  1.  388.1  tab.  6,  fig.  4, 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackbtjen, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Anbeew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Bbown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

4 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr,  T.  Blackbuen, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackbuen,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS. 


My  address  during  term  time  will 
be  henceforward  E.  M.  Gfldart, 
Balliol  College,  Oxford. 


HORiE  HAWORTHIANJE, 

Ry  W.  F.  Kirby  Esq. 

Part  IX. 

Papilio  (Ccenonympha)  Polydama. 

Alis]  fulvis,  anticis  subtus  ocellis 
duobus ; posticis  sex  quorum  3 dimi- 
diatis.  Pap.  Polydama  Scop.  Cam • 
434.? 

Habitat  rarissime  comitatu  Ebor- 
acensi.  Semel  capta  et  ad  me  missa 
[ab  ? ] amicissimo  meo  P.  W.  Watson. 
Imago  mense  Junio  paludosis.  Ex- 
pansio  alarum  1 unc.  7 lin. 

Descriptio  : Imago  ; Ahe  anticse 

griseo-fulvae  ocellis  duobus  posticis 
caecis  : Alae  posticae  fuse®  sed  ad  la- 
tus  interius  late  albicantes,  puncto 
ocellari  caeco  parvo  postico  versus 
angulum  ani.  Subtus  anticae  fulvo 
fuscae  basi  nigricantes,  apice  cinereae 
fascia  postica  albida  abbreviata  trans- 
versa  interhanc  et  marginem  posticam 
ocelli  2 remoti  postica  margine  caeci 
iride  nigra  albo  cincta ; Posticae  basi 
fascia  lata  albida  irregulari  terminata ; 
ocellis  6 parvis  quorum  3 dimidiatis  et 
fere  obliteratis  omnibus  circulo  albo 
cinctis  ols.  Simillima  praccedenti  ma- 
gnitudine  et  statura  differt  supra  ma- 
gis  fulva,  subtus  magis  cinerea  : ocelli 
minores  inaequales  albo  nec  fulvo  cincti. 

Papilio  [Ccenonympha]  Typhon. 


Alis  supra  griseo-fulvis  immacu. 
latis  anticis  subtus  ocello  uno  alterove 
posticis  2 — 5 obsoletis. 

Pap.  Tyhpon  Yiil.  Ent.  2.  76. — 
Esper.  Schmett.  t.  35.  • fig.  3,  4 — 
Schaff.  leones,  t.  208,  p.  3,  4. 

Habitat  et  bis  capta  in  comitatu 
Eboracensi  et  ad  me  missa  [ab]  am- 
icisssimo  meo  P.  "W.  Watson,  mense 
Junio  paludosis,  cum  praecedenti. 

Expansio  alarum  1 unc.  7 lin. 
Descriptio  : 

Maris,  alae  omnes  supra  griseo- 
ferrugineae,  anticae  puncto  postico 
obsoleto  fusco,  fulvo  cincto.  Sub- 
tus anticae  ferrugineae,  fascia  abbre- 
viata grisea,  pone  puncto  ocellari 
parvo  postico,  pupilla  alba,  iride  nigra 
albido  cincta,  apieeque  albicante. 

Alae  posticae  subtus  a basi  fere  ad 
medium  valde  hirtae  fuscescentes,  seu 
certo  situ  virescentes  : tunc  striga  seu 
fasciola  abbreviata  albida  : tunc  area 
grisea  pone  medium  ocellisque  2 ob- 
soletis : demum  fascia  marginata  al- 
bicante. 

Margo  alarum  omnium  utrinque 
albicat.  Eemina  a mare  discrepat 
alis  undique  paullo  pallidioribus  seu 
magis  fulvis,  superioribus  supra 
impunctatis,  sed  cum  inferioribus 
certo  situ  macula  magna  pallidiuscula 
notatis  : Subtus  ocello  unico  sesquial- 
tero,  inferioribus  subtus  ocellis  2 
punctisque  3 ocellatis  sine  alba  pupilla 
margine  postica  magis  albicante.” 

The  larvae  of  all  these  forms  are 
unknown : I think  however  that 
Davus  and  Typhon  are  good  species  : 
Polydama  is  probably  only  a variety 
of  Typhon. 
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PaPILIO  [CiENONYMPHA]  PaMPHILUS. 

Habitat  Larva  in  Cynosu.ro  Cristate 
i.  Mai.  et  i.  Aug.  Imago  compas- 
cuisi.  Jun.  i.  Sep.  frequens. 

Papii.io  [Vanessa]  Io, 

Habitat  larva  Urtica  urente  i.  Jul. 
Imago  in  Jul.  Sylvaticis  et  per  hy- 
emem.  Femina  ova  ponit  tempore 
vernali.  Props  Londinum  satis  fre- 
quens sed  in  com.  Ebor.  rarissime 
seu  bis  tantum  capta. 

Papilio  [Apatuea]  Iris] 

Habitat  larva  Salice  caprea  f.  Mai. 
Imago  Quercisummis,  satis  infre- 
quens  in  Jul. 

Obs.  This  purple  Empci’or  of  the 
British  oaks  is,  not  undeservedly,  the 
greatest  favourite  of  our  English  Aur- 
elians  In  his  manner  likewise,  as 
well  as  in  the  varying  lustre  of  his 
purple  plumes,  he  possesses  the 
strongest  claims  to  their  particular 
attention. 

In  the  month  of  July  he  makes 
his  appearance  in  the  winged  state, 
and  invariably  fixes  his  throne  upon 
the  summit  of  a lofty  oak,  from  the 
utmost  sprigs  of  which,  on  sultry 
days,  lie  performs  his  aerial  excur- 
sions, and,  in  these,  ascends  to  a 
much  greater  elevation  than  any  other 
insect  I have  ever  seen,  sometimes 
mounting  higher  than  the  eye  can 
follow,  especially  if  ho  happens  to 
quarrel  with  another  Emperor, — the 
monarch  of  some  neighbouring  oak. 


They  never  meet  without  a battle, 
Hying  upwards  all  the  while,  and 
combating  with  each  other  as  much 
as  possible ; after  which  they  will 
frequently  return  again  to  the  iden- 
tical sprigs  from  which  they  ascended. 
The  wings  of  this  fine  species  are  of  a 
stronger  texture  than  those  of  any 
other  in  Britain,  and  more  calculated 
for  that  gay  and  powerful  flight  which 
is  so  much  admired  by  Entomologists. 
The  Purple  Emperor  continues  his 
aerial  movements  from  ten'  to  twelve 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  but  does  not 
perform  his  loftiest  flights  till  noon, 
decreasing  them  from  this  hour,  until 
he  quite  ceases  to  fly,  about  four  in 
the  afternoon, — thus  emulating  the 
motions  of  that  source  of  all  his 
strength, — the  sun.  The  females, — 
like  those  of  many  other  species,  are 
very  rarely  seen  on  the  wing,  the 
reason  of  which  is  both  interesting 
and  but  little  known.  It  is  their 
being  destitute  of  a certain  spiral  socket 
which  the  males  possess,  near  the 
base  of  the  main  tendon  of  their 
upper  wings;  which  socket  receives 
and  works  a strong  elastic  spring, 
arising  from  the  base  of  the  under- 
wings,—thereby  enabling  them  to  per- 
form a stronger,  longer  and  more  easy 
flight  than  it  is  possible  for  the  female 
to  do.  Moses  Harris,  I believe,  was 
the  first  who  discovered  and  publish- 
ed figures  of  this  socket  and  spring,  in 
an  ingenious  and  little  known  work 
called  “ An  essay  preceding  a supple- 
ment to  the  * Aureliau  ' wherein  are 
considered  the  Tendons  and  Mem- 
branes of  the  wings  of  Butterflies”, 
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where  he  tells  us  (p.  12)  “the  fe- 
males are  not  met  with  on  the  wing 
so  often  as  the  males,  some  of  which 
are  very  plentiful,  but  the  female  is 
rarely  to  be  seen, — of  which  the  Pur- 
ple Emperor  is  one  capital  instance. 
I have  been  informed  Mr.  Whitworth 
caught  thirteen  in  one  day,  and  but 
one  female  amongst  them.*” 

I can  readily  credit  this  myself, 
for  in  three  days  I took  twenty-three 
(nine  of  them  in  one  day)  but  never 
took  a female  at  all.  The  males  usu- 
ally fly  very  high  and  are  only  to  be 
taken  by  a bag  net  fixed  to  the  end 
of  a rod  twenty  or  thirty  feet  long. 
There  have  been  instances,  though 
very  rarely,  of  their  settling  on  the 
ground  near  puddles  of  water,  and 
being  taken  there.  When  the  Pur- 
ple Emperor  is  within  reach,  no  fly 
is  more  easily  taken  than  he,  for  he  is 
so  very  bold  and  fearless,  that  he  will 
not  move  from  his  settling  place  un- 
til you  quite  push  him  off.  You  may 
even  quite  tip  the  ends  of  his  wings 
and  be  suffered  to  strike  him  again, 

Harris,  in  the  above  Essay,  has 
divided  the  genus  Papilio  ingeniously 
enough,  into  sections  or  families, 
from  the  number  and  position  of  the 
tendons  in  the  wings,  in  a manner 
somewhat  like  that  of  my  friend  Jones 
in  the  Linn.  Transactions. 


* There  is  a further  and  fuller  account 
of  this  apparatus  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
;Linn.  Tr.  p.  135,  by  M.  Esprit  Giorva  of 
Turin. 

To  he  continued 


OBSERVATIONS. 

LeMDOPTERA. 

A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  by 
J.  P.  Dell,  Esa- 
Geohetrixa. 

Our  apteryx  Sambucaria.  Erequent. 
Taken  in  the  Larva  state  on 
Bramble. 

Epione  Apiciaria.  Erequent. 

Burnt  a Cratosgata.  Yery  common. 

Venilia  Maculata.  Common  in  woods. 

Angcrona  Prunaria.  Frequent.  Larva 
taken  in  gardens  on  Pear  Trees. 

Metrocampa  Margaritata.  Common  at 
Bickleigh  Woods. 

Peyicallia  Syringaria.  In  gardens. 
Hot  common. 

Selenia  lllunaria.  Yery  common. 

S.  Lunar ia.  Bare. 

S.  Illustraria.  Hot  common. 

Odontopera  Bidentata.  Common  at 
light. 

Crocallis  Elinguaria.  Erequent. 

Ennomos  Tiliaria,  Frequently  met 
with. 

E.  Angularia.  Hot  common. 

ILimcra  Pennaria.  Occurs  freely  here. 

Phigalia  Pilosaria.  Hot  Common. 

Amphidasis  Prodromaria.  Often  met 
with  in  Spring  on  trunks  of 
trees.  Pupae  at  roots  of  oak. 

A.  Betularia.  Yery  freely  met  with. 

LLemerophila  Abruptaria.  Frequent. 
On  garden  Walls. 

Boarmia  Ltepandata  and  Bhomboida- 
ria.  Yery  common  in  Gardens. 

Gnophos  Obscurata.  Frequent. 

Tephrosia  Crepuscularia.  Occurs 
here  freely. 

Tephrosia  Punctulata.  Hot  common. 
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Pseudoterpna  Cytisaria.  Common 
amongst  furze  on  the  coast. 

Geometra  Papilionaria.  Yery  rarely 
met  with. 

Iodis  Lactearia.  Uncommon. 

Ilemithea  Thymiaria.  Rarely  met 
with. 

Asthena  Luteata.  Rather  scarce. 

A.  Candidata.  Yery  common. 

j Eupisteria  Heparata.  Frequent. 

Acidalia  Bisetata.  Yery  common. 

A.  Virgularia.  Not  at  all  common 
here. 

A.  Incanata.  Yery  commonly  met 
with  here. 

A.  Imitaria.  Rarely  taken  here. 

A.  Aversata.  Commonly  taken. 

A.  Emarginata.  Not  common. 

Bradyepetes  Amataria.  Rare  now. 
Used  to  be  more  frequently  met 
with. 

Cabera  Pusaria.  Yery  common. 

C.  Exanthemata.  Frequent. 

Macaria  Alternata  and  Notata.  Yery 
rare, 

JIalia  Wavaria.  Yery  common. 

Lozogramma  Petraria.  Common  on 
Woody  Heaths.  As  the  food- 
plant  of  this  larva  is  not  properly 
known,  I may  say  that  I once 
found  a very  bright  green  looper 
larva  on  Sloe,  which,  I really 
believe,  produced  Petraria,  as 
that  species  emerged  in  the  cage 
where  I put  the  green  larva. 

Numeria  Pulveraria.  Not  common. 

Fidonia  Atomaria.  Not  common. 

Minoa  Euphorbiata.  Rare. 

Sterrha  Sacraria.  Of  this  rare  species 
one  specimen  was  taken  in  this 
district. 


Aspilates  Citraria.  Common  on  the 
coast, — mostly  males.  The  fe- 
male is  taken  on  stems  of  grass, 
at  dusk  and  at  dawn. 

A.  Gilvaria.  Very  common. 

Abraxas  Grossulariata.  Yery  com- 
mon. 

Ligdia  Adustata.  Not  common. 

Lomaspilis  Marginata.  Not  common 

Uybernia  Rupicapraria,  Common. 

H.  Zeucophearia.  Common. 

H.  Aurantiaria.  Frequent. 

II.  Progemmaria.  Common. 

To  be  continued. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidopteea. 

Captures  in  Leigh  Woods. — If  you 
think  it  worth  publishing  for  the  in- 
formation of  your  readers,  I and  two 
or  three  friends  have  made  the  fol- 
lowing captures  at  Sallows  and  sugar, 
during  the  past  month  in  Leigh 
Woods. 

T.  Rubricosa. 

T.  Gracilis. 

T.  Munda. 

D.  Rubiginea. 

X.  Lithorhiza. 

X.  Rhizolitha. 

X.  Semibrannea. 

X.  Petrificata. 

C.  Flavicornis. 

S.  Bubitata. 

T.  Laricaria. 

E.  Abbreviata. 

9 

We  also  took  the  usual  swarm  of 
T.  Stab ihs  Jnstabi/is,  Cruda,  C.  J ac- 
cmii,  S.  Satellitia  etc. — A.  Baebek, 
Clifton  Dispensary,  Bristol. 
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Captures  near  Colchester.  It  may 
not  be  entirely  without  interest  to 
some  of  your  readers  to  know  that 
(amongst  a few  insects  taken  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th.  including  T. 
Gracilis  and  Rubricosa ) I took  a good 
specimen  of  Aleucis  Pictaria  on  Sal- 
low Bloom. — W.  S.  Calvert,  Past 
Bergholt,  Colchester. 

Insects  bred  and  Captured.  I had 
larvae  of  Selenia  Lunaria  full  fed  in 
August  last,  and,  from  them,  two 
male  specimens  of  the  perfect  insect 
have  appeared  within  the  last  ten 
days. 

A pair  of  Tephrosia  Consonaria  and 
one  Cymatophora  Ridens  have  come 
foi'th  also  within  the  same  period. 

On  the  11th.  instant  I boxed  four- 
teen specimens  of  Eupithecia  Abbre- 
viata  from  Sallow  blossoms  on  which 
they  were  regaling  themselves. 

The  case  of  Abbreviata  swarming 
on  a small  Sallow  bush  may  be  per- 
haps, a well  known  one  to  experi- 
enced collectors,  and  I only  mention 
it  because  it  is  a novelty  to  myself. — 
’¥.  Buckler,  Lumley  Cottage , Ems- 
wortli , Hants, 

Captures  at  Sugar  and  the  Sallows, 
in  March,  1863. — I have  taken  the 
following : — 

C.  Flavicornis 

T.  Rubricosa. 

T.  Munda.  Very  abundant  and 
fine  varieties. 

H.  Croceago. 

C.  Exoleta. 

X.  Rhizolitha. 

X.  Petrijicata  and  several  of 
the  commoner  Nochw. 


P.  Pilosaria. 

T.  Crepuscularia.  Abundant. 

L.  Lobulata.  Abundant. 

E.  Abbreviata , 

E.  Pumilata. 

P.  Hastiana. 

0.  Liter  ana. 

S.  Avellanella. 

C.  Festaliella. 

G.  Elongella. 

besides  numbers  of  the  commoner 
species. 

I have  a few  dark  varieties  of  Cre- 
puscularia,— dark  grey  with  whitish 
subterminal  line. 

I have  also  a Micro  which  I do 
not  know.  It  appears  to  me  as  if  it 
should  belong  to  the  Exapatidce.  It 
is  one  inch  in  expanse,  dark  smoky 
grey,  with  darker  margin,  and  a 
darker  angulated  blotch  on  the  disk 
before  the  middle,  and  a darker  spot 
beyond  the  middle, — all  the  wings 
semi-transparent.  I took  it  flying 
in  sunshine  on  the  1st.  of  April,  and 
it  has  made  a fool  of  me. 

I should  be  much  obliged  if  any- 
one would  kindly  help  me  to  turn 
the  tables  on  it, — and  suggest  what 
it  may  be. — John  T.  D.  Llewelyn, 
Ynisygerwn  Neath. 

[Our  first  idea  on  reading  Mr. 
Llewelyn’s  description  of  his  un- 
known Micro,  was  that  he  was  re- 
referring to  Tor tn codes  hyemana,  but 
on  comparing  his  description  with 
our  specimens,  it  does  not  seem  to 
agree.  Most  probably  his  species  is 
Semioscopis  Stcinkellneriana.  His  de- 
scription agrees  pretty  nearly,  and 
that  insect  is  now  out.  Ed.  W.  E.] 
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Free  Offer.  Having  met  with  the 
larva  of  I).  Assimilella  very  common- 
ly, I shall  be  glad  to  send  it  to  any 
gentleman  on  receipt  of  box  and  re- 
turn postage.  W.  Prest,  6 Castle- 
gate,  York. 

ERRATA- 


Weekly  Entomologist.  No.  9,  p. 
69,  Column  1,  Between  lines  14  and 


15  Insert.  C.  Healy,  74  Napier 
Street,  lloxton,  London.  N.  as  the 
notice  headed  “ Microptcryx  bred is 
from  that  gentleman. 

No.  9,  p.  68,  column  2,  line  17. 
Between  the  words  “ darkish  ” and 
“vessels”  insert  “dorsal.” 

No.  9,  p.  68,  column  2,  lines  28 
and  29.  Between  the  words  “ two  ” 
and  “kinds”  insert  the  word 
“other” — making  it  “two  other 
kinds.” 


ADVEETISEMEIsTTS. 


ON  SALE, 

There  are  still  left  a few  copies  of  the  “WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST” 
VOL.  1,  price  7s. 

Also  to  be  sold  a few  COMPLETE  SETS  of  the  numbers  composing  the 
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NOTES  FROM  LACOItDAIRE. 


No.  I. 

we  have  row  laid  before  our 
readers  a sufficient  number  of  Extracts 
from  Donovan’s  work  to  give  them  a 
verv  fair  idea  of  the  whole  book,  and 
as  it  must  be  called  in  these  days,  less 
instructive  than  interesting,  as  show- 
ing the  mistaken  ideas  of  our  fore- 
fathers, though  there  is  much  more  to 
be  gleaned  from  the  book  that  we 
should  much  like  to  publish,  than  has 
yet  appeared  we  intend  for  a time  at 
least  suspending  the  appearance  of 
these  Extracts,  in  order  to  admit  cer- 
tain other  leaders  of  the  same  nature, 
which  are,  perhaps,  of  a more  instuc- 
tive  character  than  those  already 
published  Accordingly,  this  week, 
we  commence  a series  (which  will 
probably  be  a short  one,)  of  Notes 
fromM.  Lacordaire’s  “ Histoire  Nat- 
urelle  des  Coleopteres,”  or  “ Natural 
History  of  the  Coleoptera.”  I his 
book  is,  of  course,  in  French,  but  as 
many  of  our  readers  probably  would 
prefer  English,  we  translate  sucn 
portions  of  it  as  we  extract.  Such  of 
our  readers  as  are  Lepidopterists  ex- 


clusively will  no  doubt  consider  that 
these  notes  on  Coleoptera  are  balanced 
by  the  interesting  “ Hone  Haworth- 
iance”  with  which  Mr.  Kirby  is  fa- 
vouring us,  and  which  are  devoted  to 
Lcpidoptera  alone.  The  Coleopterists 
who  see  the  “Entomologist”  will, 
we  feel  sure,  derive  much  informa- 
tion from  the  work  of  the  learned 
foreigner.  Many  of  our  readers, 
probably,  are  aware  that  M.  Lacor- 
daire  treats  of  genera  of  Coleoptera 
only,  and  that  he  does  not  confine 
himself  to  those  of  a given  district, 
but  includes  the  Coleoptera  of  the 
world.  The  first  chapter  of  the  book 
is  introductory,  and  consists  of  a con- 
sideration of  the  structure  and  classi- 
fication of  beetles.  From  this  we 
shall  make  no  extracts,  as  it  is  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  consideration  of  certain 
theories  of  arrangement,  but  shall 
proceed  at  once  to  the  body  of  the 
work.  As  we  wish  to  give  our 
readers  a general  summary  of  the  book 
we  shall  more  generally  publish  ab- 
stracts, in  our  own  words,  than  ex- 
tracts, as  there  is  much  that  would 
be  of  comparatively  little  value. 

M.  Lacordaire  regards  families  as 
the  main  divisions  of  the  Coleoptera  . 
these  he  divides  into  what  he  calls 
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tribes,  and  these  into  genera.  The 
division  which  we  name  Geode- 
phaga,  is  included  in  the  two  families 
Cicindtletes  and  Carabiques.  We 
shall  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  former  of  the  families. 

In  his  general  remarks  on  the 
family,  M.  Lacordaire  alludes  to  the 
extremely  limited  number  of  larvae 
which  are  known, — informing  us 
that  of  European  species  only  two 
have  been  described, — Cicindela  cam - 
pestris  and  hybrida  which  “ do  not 
present  any  essential  difference,”  and 
of  exotic  species  only  four, — viz. three 
belonging  to  the  genus  Magacephala 
(probably  M.  curta  Martii  and  an  un- 
determined species)  ‘ ‘ from  the  shores 
of  the  Amazon,  and  Eucallia  Boussin - 
galtii  from  Columbia.  In  organisa- 
tion and  habits  they  resemble  our 
European  Cicindelce .’  He  then  tells  us 
“ The  geographical  distribution  of  the 
Cicindeletes  is  not  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Carabiques,  which  follow ; these 
insects  are  more  specially  peculiar  to 
hot  countries,  and  the  genera  are, 
for  the  most  part,  confined  to  limited 
districts.  Several  of  these  genera 
appear  to  represent  each  other  in  the 
Ancient  and  New  Continents. 

Linne  only  knew  nine  species  in 
this  family, — all  of  which  were  com- 
prised in  the  genus  Cicindela.  There 
are  now  more  than  five  hundred  in 
collections. 

The  following  tabulation  of  the 
tribes  (equivalent  to  our  families)  in 
this  family  (a  division  superior  to  our 
families)  then  follows. 


I.  Jaws  terminated  by  an  articulated 
claw. 

A.  3rd.  joint  of  the  maxillary  palpi 

longer  than  the  4th. 

B.  The  1st.  joint  of  the  labial  palpi 

only  just  reaching  beyond  the 
bottom  of  the  scollop  of  the 
mentum.  2 [anticorides. 

B.  B.  The  same  reaching  decidedly 

beyond  this  scollop.  Magacepha- 
lides. 

A.  A.  Third  joint  of  the  maxillary 
palpi  shorter  then  the  fourth. 

C.  Fourth  joint  of  the  tarsi  entire, 

Collyrides. 

C.  C.  Fourth  joint  of  the  tarsi  entire, 

Ctenostomides. 

Next  week  we  shall  proceed  to  pub- 
lish some  notes  on  these  tribes. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackbukn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire,  by  post,  price 
Three  Shillings  and  Three  Pence 
per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Colliugate, 
York,  J.  E.  Hobson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
Bowdon,  Cheshire. 
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Booksellers  ■willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentleman. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  le  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackbtjkn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire.  No  notice  will  le  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 


CHARGE  TOR  ADVERTISEMENTS, 

A few  Advertisements  will  be  in- 
serted, on  the  last  page  of  the  Weekly 
Entomologist,  subject  to  the  following 
charges : — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column — 1 0 

Above  half  a column,  ) 2 0 

but  under  a column,  j 

Above  a column,  hut  j „ g 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please 
enclose  stamps  for  these  amounts 
when  they  send  notices  which  belong 
to  the  heading  “ Advertisements.  ” 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Leiudopteea. 

A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth , by 
J.  S.  Dele,  Esq. 

Continued. 

Hy hernia  Defoliaria.  Frequent. 
Anisopteryx  JEsculana.  Common. 
Cheimatohia  Brumata.  Common. 


Oporabia  Bilutata.  Common. 

0.  Autumnaria.  Rarely  seen  here. 
Larentia  Didymata.  Common. 

L.  Multistrigaria.  Common. 

Ij.  Olivata.  Rarely. 

L.  Miaria.  Common. 

Emmelesia  Affinitata.  Frequent. 

E.  Alchemillata  Rot  Common. 
Eupithecia  Venosata.  Yery  common. 
E.  Linariata.  Rare. 

E.  Centaur eata.  Yery  frequent. 

E.  Castigata.  Yery  rare. 

E.  Pusillata.  Rare. 

E.  Nanata.  Rot  common. 

E.  Subnotata.  Rare. 

E.  Vulgata.  Frequent. 

E \ Absinthiata.  Rare. 

E.  Abbreviata.  Frequent. 

E.  Pumilata.  Rot  common. 

E.  Coronata.  Rot  common. 

E.  Rectangulata.  Frequent. 

Thera  Yariata.  Common. 

T.  Firmaria.  Rare. 

Ypsipetes  Impluviata.  Rare. 

Y.  Elutata.  Common. 

Melanthia  Rubiginata.  Rare. 

M,  Ocellata.  Common. 

M.  Albicillata.  Rare. 

Melanippe  Tristata.  Rot  common. 
M.  Procellata.  Rot  common. 

M.  TJnangulata.  Rare. 

M.  Rivata.  Frequent. 

M.  Biriviata.  Common. 

M.  Nontanata  Galiata  and  Fluctuata. 
Common. 

Anticlea  Rubidata.  Frequent. 

A.  Badiata.  Common. 

C.  TJnidentaria.  Frequent. 

Coremia  Ferrugata.  Common. 
Camptogramma  Bilineata.  Common. 
C.  Cemmaria.  Rare. 
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Phibalapteryx  Lignata , Hare. 
Scotosia  Diibitata.  Rare. 

Scotosia  Undulata.  Not  common. 
Cidaria  Paitticata.  Not  common. 

C.  Miaria.  Rarely. 

C.  Russata.  Frequent. 

C.  Immanata.  Common. 

C.  Suffumala.  Not  common. 

C.  Prunata.  Common  in  gardens. 

C.  Testata.  Common. 

C.  Potato..  Frequent. 

C.  Fulvata  Common. 

C.  Pyraliata.  Frequent. 

Euholia  Cervinata.  Common. 

E.  Mensuraria.  Common 
E.  Plumbaria.  Common  on  the  coast. 
E.  Bipunctarid.  do.  do. 

Anaitis  Plagiata.  Common. 

Odezia  Chccrophyllata.  Common  on 
borders  of  woods. 

I have  now  come  to  a close  with 
the  Geomdrina,  and,  to  avoid  taking 
up  too  much  space  I have  merely  put 
down  their  names  and  stated  whether 
they  occur  here  in  numbers  or  not. 
I have  avoided  saying  anything  about 
the  larvre,  as  I see  it  would  only  be 
a repetition  of  what  has  been  written 
by  others  before.  In  the  case  of  L. 
Petraria  I do  not  mean  to  sag  that 
the  larva  feeds  on  Sloe,  but  only  to 
give  a hint  to  those  who  may  have 
the  larva,  to  try  that  food  plant.  I 
have  also  to  remark  that  many  species 
which  I have  called  common  may  not 
notv  be  so  here,  for  1 find  that  insects 
generally  have  been  far  less  common 
during  the  last  three  years  than  for- 
merly. 

Note  on  the  larva  of  T.  Scolueforme. 
Many  of  the  readers  of  the  “ Entomo- 


logist ” are  aware  that  I have  been 
endeavouring  to  obtain  this  larva, 
since  there  was  a doubt  thrown  upon 
my  exhibition  of  its  pupa  case  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  Northern  Entomologi- 
cal Society  at  Staley  Bridge,  July  28. 
1862.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that 
I now  announce  that  1 have  secured 
it,  ami  that  its  habits  are  quite  differ- 
ent from  what  they  are  reported  to  be 
in  the  “ Zoologist.  ’ ’ 

I have  made  drawings  and  descrip- 
tions of  it,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  full  fed 
will  complete  and  publish  its  habits 
and  economy  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
In  the  meantime  I may  say  that  it 
feeds  exclusively  in  the  Bark  of  the 
Birch, — not  in  the  wood.  I have  also- 
sent  larvae  to  Mr.  Buekl.r,  who  has 
now  figured  almost  all  the  larvae  of 
the  large  moths  in  England,  and  he 
has  made  a most  beautiful  and  ac- 
curate drawing  of  it, — far  surpassing 
my  own,  which  will  be  exhibited  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Northern  En- 
tomological Socictj'.  C.  S.  Gkegson. 
Spring  Hill , Stanley,  near  Liverpool. 

Aspilates  sacraria.  This  pretty 
species  was  not  uncommon  at  Lisbon 
and  Gibraltar  lust  October.  In  its 
habits  it  was  local,  being  found  only 
amongst  the  stems  of  withered  grass 
growing  in  waste  places  on  the  sides 
of  hills  at  a moderate  elevation.  Any- 
one who  has  clambered  up  the  rock  of 
Gibraltar  in  October  could  not  have 
failed  to  have  observed  the  state  of 
vegetation  then, — everything  parched 
up  and  only  patches  of  dry  grass  left 
here  and  there  between  the  stones;  in 
these  patches  Sacraria  dwelt  and  fiit- 
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ted  up  lazily  as  I walked  through 
them,  alighting  again  bat  a few  yards 
in  advance,  and  generally  on  a stem 
of  grass,  with  its  head  downwards. 

This  insect  might  turn  up  again  in 
the  South  of  England,  if  properly 
looked  for  in  September.  I took  my 
specimen  near  Barnstaple,  in  a situ- 
tion  very  similar  to  that  described 
above.  G.  E.  Mathew,  Devonport. 

E.  Tripunctata  (? J — I should  not 
have  deemed  it  necessary  to  notice 
the  flat  contradiction  given  to  me  in 
the  paragraph  signed  “ W.  Brest,” 
at  page  64  of  your  last  week’s  number 
if  that  paragraph  had  beeu  written 
in  the  spirit  which  alone  should 
entitle  a communication  to  the  priv- 
ilege of  admission  into  your  columns. 
That  the  paragraph  in  question  is  not 
so  entitled,  will,  I think  become 
palpable  enough  on  reference  to  my 
statement  at  page  55,  the  accuracy  of 
which  “ W.  Prest”  attempts  to  im- 
pugn. His  effusion  betrays  the  fol- 
lowing disqualifying  characteristics : 
1st. — Selfishness,  apparent  in  the 
palpable  wish  and  sorry  attempt  to 
appropaiate  to  himself,  and  to  deprive 
me  of  the  small  matter  of  credit 
appertaining  to  my  having  bred  the 
insect  on  the  8 th.  of  March,  whereas, 
“ Tripunctata  (?)  was  bred  as  early  as 
the  middle  of  January  by  Mr.  Hind, 
land  a few  days  after  by  Me — (W. 
Prest)”  Apparent  also  in  denying 
that  the  insect  was  new  to  the  district, 
having  first  apparently  imposed  upon 
himself  the  belief  that  I ‘ assert  ’ 
that  it  was,  which  I do  not  (though 


after  all,  ho  fails  to  shew  that  it  was 
not ; for  he  does  not  venture  to  state 
where  Mr.  Allis  took  his  Albipunctata. 
Unscrupulousness  in  publicly  averring 
tnat  I made  an  “assertion”  which  I 
did  not  make,  seemingly  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  flatly  contradicting  the 
assertion  thus  unjustly  imputed  to  me 
Ignorance  in  being  evidently  incapable 
of  appreciating  the  significance  of  the 
fact,  which  he  himself  mentions 
(and  of  which  at  the  time  I sent  you 
my  communication  I was  not  cogni- 
zant or  I should  have  noticed  it)  viz. 
“ That  Mr.  Allis  took  IT  (what? 
Albipunctata  or  Tripunctata  ?)  several 
years  ago,  and  it  is  in  his  collection 

UNDER  THE  NAME  OF  ALBIPUNCTATA,” 

which  name  given  by  Haworth  to  * it  ’ 
before  Mr.  Allis  took  it  “ several  years 
ago,”  must  therefore  take  precedence 
of  the  name  bestowed  more  recently, 
of  which  “W.  Prest”  seems  to  be 
also  in  happy  ignorance.  And  lastly 
Presumption — in  venturing  in  the 
face  of  all  this  to  occupy  your  columns 
under  such  a pretence  as  that  of  sup' 
plying  a correction  where  no  error 
existed  and  not  wflth  any  bonafide 
intention  to  convey  any  really  useful 
information. 

My  communication  remains  un- 
affected by  “ W.  Prest’ s,”  hostile 
criticism;  it  is,  I still  “ believe,”  the 
first  “ notice  ” (i.  e.  record — the  sense 
in  which  1 used  the  word  “notice” 
and  in  which  no  doubt  all  your  readers 
with  one  remarkable  exception  have 
understood  it)  “of  the  imago  occur- 
ring near  York.”  T.  J.  Carrington, 
Clifton,  York,  13.  April  1863. 
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C.  Glabraria.  Owing  to  domestic 
affliction  Mr.  T.  Armstrong  is  un- 
willing to  continue  his  remarks  at 
present  on  C.  Glabraria  but  he  in- 
tends to  refer  to  this  subject  at  some 
future  period. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Omalium  primula  and  Har pains 
azureus. — I met  with  a fine  series,  in 
cop.  of  Omalium  primula  in  the  cap- 
sules of  the  common  Primrose,  but 
they  are  very  local.  I have  searched 
hundreds  of  beads  and  only  found 
them  on  a small  patch.  I have 
taken  several  other  minute  Coleoptera 
which  I do  not  recognise.  Among 
the  larger  species  I met  with  ILarpa- 
lus  azureus,  at  the  same  time  that  I 
was  on  the  high  rocks  of  Buckner’s 
Crag. — J.  B.  Hodgkinson,  Wither  - 
slack,  Newton-in-  Cartmell. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  near  London.  The  follow- 
ing is  my  list  of  doings  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  (April  13th.)  On  the  14th. 
of  March,  in  Epping  Forest,  I ob- 
tained at  sugar  a few  Munda,  and,  on 
the  wing  2 L Multistrigaria.  A 
fortnight  afterwards,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Keays,  in  Epping  Forest, 
in  addition  to  Munda,  we  each  ob- 
tained one  Miniosa. 

The  evening  of  Good  Friday  was 
the  best  I have  had  for  a long  time. 
I was  at  Croydon,  where  I sugared, 
and  tried  the  Sallows  as  well,  which 
produced  3 T.  Leucographa,  1 T. 
Opirna,  1 Miniosa,  1 Munda,  1 S. 


Croceago  etc,  while  the  sugar  produ- 
ced 1 'T.  Gracilis  and  another  Mun- 
da ; — in  fact,  this  evening,  I obtained 
all  the  Taniocampa  except  Populetif 
and  with  the  net  I captured  S.  Dubitata 
S.  lllunaria  etc,  wrhile  the  sweeping 
net  turned  out  about  a hundred  larvae 
of  which,  however',  I only  recorgni- 
sed  Fimbria  as  being  at  all  good. 
Cerago  larvae  were  very  plentiful. 

On  the  9th, — again  at  Croydon, — I 
obtained  Croceago,  Miniosa,  Opima 
(2)  Munda  and  two  more  Leucographa, 
besides  larvae,  as  before  ; this  evening 
also,  being  late  for  the  train  I had 
the  pleasure  of  walking  to  London, — 
and  the  Northern  parr  of  it  too.  W. 
B.  Pkyer,  7 Rockhall  1 err  ace, 
Crickwood. 

The  Mild  Season.  I have  bred  the 
following  species  during  the  last  three 
months.  Some  of  them  came  out 
much  sooner  than  they  generally  do, 
for  instance,  I bred  piniperda  in  a 
cold  attic,  in  January, 

C.  Curtula. 

C.  Reclusa. 

C.  Anachoreta. 

S.  Phpuli. 

T.  Batis. 

I).  Capsincola. 

T.  Piniperda. 

T.  Munda. 

C.  Flavicornis. 

N.  Dodonaa. 

O.  Bidentata. 

P.  Pilosaria. 

F.  Becolorata. 

Fj.  Albipunctata. 

E.  Virgaureata. 

E.  Absinthiata.  etc. 
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Cabera  Rotundaria  ? bred.  I am 
again  breeding  this  so-called  species 
from  larvee  taken  last  Autumn  upon 
Birch  and  Alder.  I could  not,  at  the 
time,  see  any  material  difference  in 
colour  or  markings  in  the  larvae,  and 
of  course  took  them  all  to  be  Pusaria. 
I remembered  having  bred  Rotundaria 
from  similar  larva)  two  years  ago,  so 
I determined  to  try  again.  I have 
little  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that 
Rotundaria  is  simply  a variety  of 
Pusaria,  although  it  is  somewhat 
singular  that  all  the  specimens  I have 
bred  are  much  smaller  than  the  com- 
mon form  of  Pusaria  and  are  much 
rounder  in  form.  Id. 

Platypteryx  Lacertula.  I met  with 
a specimen  of  this  little  Bombijx  yes- 
terday indoors.  This  a good  deal 
(more  than  a month)  earlier  than  the 
time  of  its  usual  appearance,  but  the 
present  season  is  altogether  a forward 
one.  W.  A.  Lewis,  Harrow,  London. 

N.  W April  20th.  1863. 

Captures  in  Westmoreland.  During 
the  last  two  weeks  I have  taken  the 
following  species  in  this  County. 
Cidaria  latentaria.  On  the  12th. 
whilst  climbing  to  a Rock  Dove’s 
nest. 

Gelechia  athiops. 

Tinagma  sericielluna. 

Semioscopis  Steinkelneriam. 
Micropteryx  Salopiella. 

M.  Sparmanella. 

M.  Subpurpurella. 

Chrysoclistis  Festaliella. 

JElackista  obscurella. 

E.  Serricornella.  Male  and  female. 
Leptogramma  literana. 


Cnepliasia  lepidana. 

Ocnerostoma  piniariella. 

Lithocolletis  ulmifoliella.  As  early  as 
April  1st. 

Gracillar  ia  fasciapcnnella . 

Eupithecia  ruffasciata. 

J.  B.  Hodgkin  sox,  Wither  slack, 

New  ton-in-  Cart  well. 

Diptera. 

Empis  Borealis  I have  taken 
several  specimens  of  Empis  Borealis, 
both  sexes.  Id. 


SiXCHANGSi. 

tree  Offer.  I shall  be  glad,  while 
my  stock  last,  to  supply  the  following 
upon  receipt  of  a box  and  return 
postage. 

H.  Janira. 

E Blandina. 

C.  Pamphilus. 

V.  Atalanta. 

P.  Alexis 

A.  Filipendulce. 

O.  Antigua. 

A.  Caja. 

T.  Orbona. 

R.  Cratcegata. 

II.  Folyodon. 

P.  Meticulosa. 

P.  Pulchrina. 

B.  Repandata. 

A.  Luteata. 

A.  Grossulariata. 

E.  Cervinata . 

II.  Progemmaria. 

I have  also  ova  of  0.  Antigua.  If 
insects  are  supplied  in  return  I will 
be  glad  to  pay  return  postage.  J. 
Tweddill,  Railway  Station,  Hartle- 
pool, Durham. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


FEN  INSECTS. 


Jambs  Cocking,  begs  to  Inform  the  applicants  to  his  notice  which  ap- 
peared  in  the  Entomologist  of  the  1 1th.  inst,  that  a list  of  all  the 
subscribers  will  be  sent  to  each  one  on  the  10th.  of  Mat  Next,  and  that  the 
Insects  will  be  all  equally  divided  among  the  subscribers  and  sent  to  each  one 
on  the  10th.  of  Octobeu.  I shall  be  glad  to  answer  any  Inquiries  through 
the  post  on  Receiving  an  Addressed  Envelope.  The  above  will  be  found  suit- 
able to  those  wih  small  collections.  The  subscriptions  to  be  made  payable  to 
J.  C.  Panworth,  Norwich.  I will  embrace  all  orders.  J.  Cocking. 


ON  SALE, 

There  are  still  left  a few  copies  of  the  “WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST'’ 
VOL.  1,  price  7s. 

Also  to  be  sold  a few  COMPLETE  SETS  of  the  numbers  composing  the 
the  First  Volume.  A few  in  each  set,  ot  these,  are  slightly  soiled,  and  they 
will,  therefore,  be  sold  at  the  reduced  price  (unbound)  of  4s.  2d,  (post  free) 

Also  A FEW  SETS  in  which  No.  5 is  wanting,  and  which  will  be  sold  a*' 
the  price  of  3s.  8d.  (post  free.) 

Copies  of  the  above  volumes  and  sets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  T.  Black- 
burn, Powdon,  Cheshire. 


Will  Shortly  be  published  in  monthly  parts,  Price  1/3.  a new  V ork  on  the 

BRITISH  SPHUsTG-IUA, 


ILLUSTRATED  BY 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  NATURE. 

Each  part  with  three  Plates  containing  from  1 to  8 figures  and  16  pages 
of  Letter-press.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  this  entirely  new  method  of  illus- 
tration, a more  correct  figure  of  each  insect  will  be  obtained,  than  has  yet  been 
produced. 

The  Text  by  the  Editors  of  the  “Weekly  Entomologist;”  the  Photographs, 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Cash,  and  Printed  and  Published  by  Messrs,  Balsbaw  of 
Altrincham,  Cheshire.  Intending  Subscribers,  or  parties  wishing  for  further 
information,  may  communicate  with  any  of  the  above  persons. 

London:  LONGMAN  and  Co.,  Paternoster-Row 


Printed  for  the  Altrincham  and  Bowdon  Entomological  Society  l>v  Thom**  Bm.shaw  *m> 
Son.  Church  Street,  Altrincham,  in  the  County  of  Chester. 
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NOTES  FROM  LACORDAIRE. 


No.  II. 

shall  now  proceed  to  some 
'*  ^ notes  on  the  tribes  contained 
•ii  the  family  Cicindeletes . As  it  is 
i ecessary  to  abridge  as  much  as  pos- 
i ible  here,  we  shall  not  insert  M. 
jacordaire’s  detailed  descriptions,  as 
ime  idea  of  tbe  structure  of  each 
ray  be  gained  from  the  tabulation 
iven  last  week.  We  shall  however 
enerally  notice  one  or  two  points, 
nd  our  extracts  from  the  interesting 
amarks  on  the  distribution,  habits 
the,  of  each  tribe  and  genus  will  nec- 
essarily be  very  brief.  The  whole 
r rork  is  however  full  of  such  notes 
rad  is  one  of  the  most  singularly 

i ;adable  of  its  kind  that  we  ever  saw. 

Tribe  1.  Manticorides. 

# * * * “ The  three  first  joints  of 
: to  anterior  tarsi  are  sometimes  sim- 
ile in  both  sexes, — sometimes  dilated 
u the  males.  There  are  never  any 

ings  under  the  elytra. 

* * * * * These  insects  have 
■ aither  the  power  of  flying  nor  the 

’ight  clothing  which  characterises 
ost  of  the  species  of  this  family, 
hey  are  all  of  a hi"-* 1 *-  or  more  rarely 


of  a uniform  testaceous  color.  Their 
geographical  distribution  is  remark- 
able ; out  of  the  five  genera  which 
form  the  tribe  two  are  confined  to 
Southern  Africa, — the  three  others  to 
North  America.” 

The  tribe  Manticorides  consists  of 
five  genera, — Manticora,  Platychile, 
Amlhycheila,  Omus,  Dromochorus. 

Genus  Manticora. 

* * * Elytra  soldered  together. 
Tarsi  simple  in  both  sexes. 

* * * * * This  genus  is  peculiar 
to  Southern  Africa  and  comprises  the 
largest  species  of  the  family.  These 
insects  are  quite  black,  of  very  robust 
form,  and  have,  at  first  sight,  a cer- 
tain resemblance  to  the  large  spiders 
of  the  genus  Mygale  to  which  they 
have  often  been  compared.  Travellers 
inform  us  that  they  are  found  running 
rapidly  in  sandy  places.  Only  one 
species  (M.  tuberculata ) has  been 
known  for  any  length  of  time,  but 
lately  four  others  have  been  described 
All,  except  the  typical  species,  are 
very  rare  in  collections. 

Genus  Platyciiit/e. 

* *•*  * Elytra  slightly  convex, 
not  soldered  together.  The  three  first 
joints  of  the  fore  tarsi  dilated  in  the 
male. 
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* * * * Southern  Africa  is  also 
the  locality  where  the  single  species 
of  this  genus  ( P.  pallida J occurs,  and 
which,  in  collections,  is  one  of  the 
rarest  in  existence.  It  is  of  moderate 
size,  and,  in  colour,  entirely  pale 
testaceous.  * # * * 

Genus  Ambltcueila. 

* * * * Elytia  rather  elongated, 
Solered  together,  and  laterally  mar- 
gined. Tarsi  rather  short.  Female 
only  known. 

* * * * This  insect  A.  cylindri- 
f or  mis?  J represents,  on  the  .North 
AVest  coast  of  America,  the  African 
genus  Manticora.  It  is  of  great  size 
and  extremely  rare  in  collections. 

Genus  Omus. 

* * * * Elytra  soldered  together, 
oval  and  laterally  margined.  The 
three  first  joints  of  the  anterior  tarsi 
strongly  dilated  in  the  males. 

* * * * Locality  as  in  the  last 
genus  * * * * It  comprises  already 
three  rather  large  and  quite  black 
species. 

Genus  DaoMocnoRus. 

M.  Guerin  Meneville  has  establis- 
hed this  genus  for  the  reception  of  a 
remarkable  species  ( D.  PilateiJ  dis- 
covered in  Texas  by  M.  Pilate.  * * * 

* * * * The  three  first  joints  of 
the  anterior  tarsi  slightly  dilated  in 
the  males. 

* * * * This  species  is  nearly  as 
large  as  those  of  the  genus  Omus,  and, 
like  them,  of  a dull  black  color. 

This  concludes  the  first  tribe  of  the 
family  Cicindeletes, — a tribe  of  which, 
probably  not  many  of  our  readers  pos- 


sess examples.  The  insects  which 
compose  it  appear  to  be,  in  general, 
very  rare  in  cabinets,  though,  no 
doubt,  they  are  all  common  in  their 
several  localities.  Whatever  opinions 
we  may  entertain  on  the  question 
of  the  raretv  of  British  insects,  we 
may  reasonably  suppose  that  when 
we  consider  the  Entomology  of  the 
globe,  we  shall  find  that  every  species 
has  its  “ local  habitation  ” where  it 
occurs  in  plenty  ; the  only  thing  is  to 
find  it. 


LTOTICE. 

On  and  after  SATURDAY  MAY 
2nd.  1863,  the  address  of  the  EDI- 
TOR of  the  WEEKLY  ENTOM- 
OLOGIST, will  be -THE  YEWS, 
WOODFORD,  LONDON,  N-  A 
further  notice  on  this  subject  will 
appear  next  week. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  Blackburn, 
as  above,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three  Pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olivo  St. 
Hartlepool,  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Mr.  T.  Blackbuun, 
as  above. 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST 


91 


Booksellers  'willing  to  undertake 
I the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
I bourkoods  are  requested  to  communi- 
I cate  with  the  same  gentleman. 

Kemittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  Blackburn,  as  above . 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous 
< communications. 


ERRATA- 


Weekly  Entomologist,  No.  11. 
: 86.  last  line.  Add.  W.  Prest, 

1 > Castlegate,  York,  as  the  notice 
leaded  “ The  mild  season,”  is  by 
■hat  gentleman,  as  well  as  the  one 
ollowing. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


New  method  of  obtaining  eggs.  An 
racident  occurred  to  me  in  September 
.■'861,  which  I named  to  my  friend 
itlr.  Hellins  at  the  time,  and  which 
« lay  help  some  Entomologist  to  larvae 
t f species  which  they  take  in  the  im- 
.go  state.  One  evening  X took  a 
tamale  D.  Capsincola  which,  when 
1 rought  to  the  light  I found  too  much 
Jittered  to  be  worth  setting.  Next 
j lorning  I found  it  dead  in  the  pill 
I ox.  Two  days  after  I burst  the  ab- 
omen  and  squeezed  out  the  eggs, — 
other  roughly,  I confess,  for  I had 
ot,  at  the  time,  any  ulterior  object, 
separated  the  eggs  from  the  glutin- 


ous matter  which  enveloped  them. 
Strange  to  say,  on  opening  the  box 
about  ten  days  after,  I found  it  full 
of  tiny  larvm  and  empty  egg-shells, 
I succeeded  in  feeding,  and,  even- 
tually, in  breeding,  a good  series, 
Might  not  this  method  be  tried  with 
some  of  Mr.  Crewe’s,  “ refractory 
females” — E.  Pulchellata  etc  ? Henry 
Moore,  23  Berners  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W. 


C APTTJRES. 


CoLEOPTERA. 

Captures  near  Exmouth.  We  went 
over  to  Exmouth  on  the  21st.  inst. 
and  took  Lixus  sulcirostris  in  tolerable 
plenty,  and  Otiorhynchus  atroapterus. 
J.  C.  Dale,  Bndleigh  Salterton, 
Devon. 

Neuroptera. 

Captures  in  Devon.  We  have  taken 
here,  a few  Nemoura  nitida  Piet, — 
the  same  as  at  Kirkstone  and  a small 
black  Leuctra  which  is,  I think,  new 
to  me.  Id. 

Lepidoptera. 

Insects  bred.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  some  of  your  readers  to  know  that 
on  April  10th.  I had  the  good  luck  to 
see  A.  Alni  emerge  from  the  chry- 
salis. I say  “ to  see,”  for  I happened 
to  look  in  the  cage  just  at  the  moment 
he  wriggled  out  of  the  bramble  stick 
in  which  he  had  been  ensconced  since 
September  1st.  when  I found  the 
larva  (the  capture  of  which  was  rec- 
orded in  the  “Zoologist”  for  October. 

I was  kept  for  some  time  in  a state 
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of  perturbation  as  to  whether  he 
would  be  a “ cripple”  or  not,  as  he 
showed  no  haste  to  expand  his  wings, 
but  in  due  time  my  fears  were  dis- 
sipated, and  he  is  now  on  the  setting 
board, — as  fine  a male  as  ever  flew 
(and  perhaps  finer,  since  he  never 
flew,) — 1 in  7 1 lines  expanse. 

The  following  have  also  made  their 
appearance  this  season.  Feb.  2nd. 
E.  Albipundata  Haw.  ( Tripunctata 
H.  S.)  True  to  the  charactere  Mr. 
Crewe  gave  it,  it  was  one  of  the  first 
to  appear.  It  has  emerged  in  batches 
at  intervals  of  a month,  or  five 
weeks. 

March  1st.  E.  Abbreviata. 

E.  Virgaureata.  Some  of  these 
and  also  of  the  next,  have  been  in 
pupa  since  October  1861. 

April  8th.  E.  Venosata. 

April  18th.  E.  lsogrammata. 

I).  Coryli. 

D.  Falcula. 

April  8th.  1).  Unguicula. 

April  10th.  N.  Dodoncea ; together 
with  many  of  the  commoner  Noctuce. 
Henry  Moore,  23  Berners  Street, 
Oxford  Street,  London.  TV. 

Captures  in  Devon.  The  following 
is  an  account  of  the  sport  we 
have  had  here.  Curiously  enough, 
we  find  many  Northern  insects.  To- 
day my  youngest  son  took  Cnephasia 
lepidana  of  Curtis,  which  I have  not 
seen  alive  since  I took  it  near  Am- 
bleside  in  June  1827,  in  company 
with  Curtis.  We  have  seen  and  taken 
several  Gracillaria  roscipennclla  but 
none  very  good,  and  I rather  want  a 
good  specimen  or  two.  My  son  also 


took  a beautiful  female  of  Pontia  bras- 
sicx, — the  finest  I have  seen  (not 
Char  idea,)  knocked  down  and  lost  P. 
Argiolus  and  took  L.  Phlceas.  We 
also  took  two  specimens  of  Peronea 
Mixtana,  but  they  were  worn,  and 
saw  two  or  three  Fox  Moths; — I 
nearly  took  one.  This  seems  early 
for  the  above  species.  .J.  C.  Dale, 
Gian.  Wootton,  Sherborne.  Dorset. 

A New  British  Noctua.  In  Octo- 
ber last  I had  the  good  fortune  to 
capture,  near  here,  two  specimens  of 
Leucania  loreyi, — new  to  this  coun- 
try, Thos.  Thorncroft,  87  North 
Lane,  Brighton. 

Diptera. 

Captures  in  Devon.  A boggy  piece 
of  heath  produced  a Limnobia  similar 
to  one  I took  at  Loughrigg  Fell,  and 
Curtis  took  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  and 
two  or  three  others  of  the  same  genus, 
— two  certainly  new  to  me.  At  Ex- 
mouth I took  Limnobia  ornata  Meig. 
(not  in  Walker)  on  very  wet  and 
dripping  rocks,  settled  with  its  feet 
touching  the  water.  I formerly  took 
it  at  Black  Gang  Chine  in  tolerable 
plenty,  but  it  is  not  in  the  British 
Museum, — nor  was  L.  oscillans  till  I 
sent  it.  J.  C.  Dale,  Budleigh  Sal- 
terton,  Devon. 


KXUIlNKi:. 


Eupithecia.  I have  about  thirty 
E.  Virgaureata  and  a few  of  E.  A/bi- 
punctata,  E.  Castigata,  E.  Absynth- 
iata  etc,  to  spare.  I want  several  o: 
the  Eupithecite, — also  Nos,  in  th(  i 
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“Manual,”  167,  178,  183,  187, 

212,  221,  226,  228,  229,  268,  270, 
296,  313,  319,  320,  323,  to  327, 
362,  389,  391,  394,  and  400,— and 
several  of  the  Geometrce.  If  any  of 
my  wants  are  supplied,  I will  pay 
return  postage, — the  rest  I shall  be 
glad  to  distribute  gratis.  Heney 
Moore,  23  Berners  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  London.  W. 

Insects  to  exchange.  I have  a few 
series  of  X Citrago,  X.  Scolopacina 
and  P.  Chi,  bred,  that  I shall  be 
very  glad  to  exchange  with  any  friend 
that  has  either  larvae,  pupae  or  irnagos 
to  spare  of  any  of  the  lollowing. 

A.  Cratcegi. 

L.  Sibylla. 

A.  Iris. 

M.  Cinxia. 

T.  Betulce. 

T.  Pruni. 

P.  Adonis. 

S.  Tilice. 

S.  Convolvuli , 

C.  Elpenor. 

C.  Porcellus. 

T.  Formicceforme. 

A . VillicQ. 

C.  Reclusa. 

C.  Curtula. 

II.  Dominula. 

C.  Nupta. 

Chakles.  Btjbgess,  72  Verdon 
Street,  Sheffield. 

Free  Offer.  I shall  shortly  have 
larvae  of  Piston  Hirtaria.  If  any  of 
your  readers  want  some,  I shall  be 
happy  to  supply  them  on  receipt  of  a 
box  prepaid,  and  return  postage.  R. 


A\r.  Weight,  Morland  House,  Well 
Street,  Haclcney,  London,  X.  F. 


THE  MUTABILITY  OF  SPECI- 
FIC OR  RACE  FORMS.  In  No.  9. 
Vol  1.  of  the  “ Weekly  Entomologist” 
we  gave  some  extracts  from  a report 
of  the  Northern  Entomological  Society 
at  which  a paper  on  the' above  subject 
was  read  from  Mr.  E.  Brown  of  Bur- 
ton-on-Trent.  Asthispaperhas excited 
much  discussion  and  many  of  our 
readers,  probably,  have  not  seen  it 
we  now  proceed  to  report  it. 

“ The  question  how  did  species 
originate  has  suddenly  become  the 
most  absorbing  scientific  topic  of  the 
day  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  we  are 
ever  likely  to  arrive  at  more  than  the 
barest  inferential  evidence  touching: 
the  origin  properly  so  speaking  of  spe- 
cies or  in  other  words  at  a knowledge 
of  the  earliest  differentiation  of  forms 
when  first  inanimate  matter  became 
animated.  If  however  the  phrase  ori- 
gin of  species  be  considered  to  relate 
only  to  the  assumption  by  animals  and 
plants  of  those  exact  forms  which  they 
now  present  to  our  observation  it  is 
tolerably  certain,  that  careful  reason- 
ing from  exact  data  will  lead  ultima- 
tely to  correct  notions  as  to  the 
relationship,  by  descent,  of  races,  and 
consequently  to  the  origin  of  existing 
so  called  species.  Many  years  before 
Darwin  promulgated  his  doctrine  of 
Selection  of  Races  I had  formed  my 
own  conclusion  relative  to  the  non- 
fixedness of  species  and  being  unable 
to  find  any  support  in  nature  to  the 
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theory  of  uniform  Progressive  De- 
velopment, I framed  the  hypothesis 
that  species  or  forms  are,  and  even 
•were  mutable,  sometimes  advancing 
in  the  scale  of  organization,  semetimes 
retrograding,  but  always  varying,  the 
sons  from  their  sires  and  the  sires 
from  the  patriarchs  of  their  respective 
races.  I termed  the  theory, — The 
Mutability  of  species  or  the  Mutation 
of  Generations. 

Mr.  Darwin  has  dwelt  ingeniously 
and  satisfactorily  upon  one  cause  for 
the  alteration  of  forms  of  life  viz,  that 
of  the  greater  fitness  to  surrounding 
circumstances  or  the  struggle  for  exis- 
tence of  certain  slight  modifications 
of  structure.  He  has  dwelt  so  exclu- 
sively upon  this  branch  of  the  great 
subject  as  almost  to  lose  sight  of  other 
agencies,  for  example,  the  direct 
influences  of  climate  and  food,  and 
the  accumlative  effects  of  those  appar- 
ent^ causeless  individual  variations 
that  take  place  in  every  generation. 

It  is  to  the  latter  that  I am 
mj  self  disposed  to  attribute  the  greater 
portion  of  the  mutation  of  forms,  or  of 
so  called  species. — 

Let  us  suppose  a separation  by  an 
intervening  ocean,  of  the  two  portions 
of  a large  track  of  land  that  were 
previously  united  and  let  us  further 
suppose  the  whole  of  this  land  to  have 
been  inhabited  at  the  time  of  the  sep- 
aration, by  some  race,  say,  of  Geode- 
phagous  insects.  We  will  distinguish 
these  two  non — separated  portions  of 
land  as  the  eastern,  and  the  western, 
— The  generations  of  the  insect  in 
question  that  came  into  existence  after 


the  separation  of  the  land,  would  suc- 
ceed each  other  as  their  ancestors  had 
previously  done  each  individual  differ- 
ing somewhat  from  the  parents,  and 
each  pair  handing  down  to  its  progeny 
a structure  embracing,  what  may  for 
the  sake  of  explanation  be  termed  the 
hereditary  typical  form,  together  with 
a portion  of  the  joint  peculiarities  of 
the  parents  themselves,  and  combined 
with  that  certain  degree  of  individual 
peculiarity , by  which  peculiar  facies  or 
appearances,  the  new  born  individual 
would  be  known  to  the  critical  eye 
from  all  other  individuals  of  the  same 
race.  The  conjoint  effect  of  heredi- 
tary transmission  of  form,  and  in- 
dividual peculiarity,  will  have  taken 
in  the  eastern  track  one  direction,  in 
the  western  probably  another.  Food, 
climatic  conditions  of  heat  and  mois- 
ture and  natural  selection,  will  have 
acted  directly  and  indirectly  in  giving 
some  bias  in  respect  of  form  size  colour 
and  appetites,  which,  in  the  indivi- 
duals of  either  one  of  the  restricted 
districts,  will  have  assumed  a degree 
of  uniformity  owing  to  the  interbeeding 
In  the  meanwhile,  different  influences 
have  been  operating  in  the  other  isol- 
ated district  and  the  mutable  tendency 
of  the  race  on  the  ordinary  doctrine  of 
chances,  will  almost,  as  a matter  of 
inevitable  certainty,  have  set  up  a 
bias  differing  in  some  respects.  It 
thus  results,  that  the  longer  the  per- 
iod of  timo  during  which  separation 
has  existed,  the  greater  the  chance  of 
divergence,  aud  if  the  races  on  the 
two  separated  tracks  of  land  have  been 
kept  apart  for  a long  period  of  time, 
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say  for  some  thousands  of  years,  wo 
may  reasonably  look  to  find  a very 
sensible  divergence  of  forms, — suffici- 
ently so  to  set  naturalists  disagreeing, 
as  to  whether  they  ought  to  call  the 
forms  by  two  different  specific  names, 
or  whether  the  two  should  be  consid- 
ered varieties  merely  of  each  other, — 
This  is  the  view  I took  in  reference 
to  mutation  of  Forms,  and  Transmuta- 
bility of  species  ; and  I now  propose 
to  lay  before  you  the  insects  which  to 
my  thinking  as  nearly  demonstrate 
the  truth  of  that  theory  as  demon- 
stration can  be  arrived  at.  In  the 
American  Lepidoptcra,  collected 
chiefly  by  the  late  Edward  Doubleday, 
and  putting,  as  far  as  I am  able,  the 
European  analogues  side  by  side,  you 
will  see  a striking  illustration  of  the 
common  phrase,  “ the  same  with  a 
difference.”  Several  years  before  the 
death  of  the  late  J.  E.  Stephens,  I 
was  talking  with  him  on  the  subject 
of  these  very  specimens,  when  he  told 
me  a friend  had  one  day  brought  to 

s 

him,  by  way  of  a joke,  a lot  of  United 
States  Lepidoptera,  they  being  the 
analogues  of  British  species,  when  on 
opening  the  box,  believing  them  to  be 
British,  his  involuntary  exclamation 
was,  “ what  a wonderful  assemblage 
of  varieties.” 

To  be  continued. 

HORyE  HAW ORTIIIANiE, 

By  W.  E.  Kirby  Esq. 

Part  X. 

“ Papilio  ( Pyrameis ) Cardui. 

Habitat  larva  m.  Jul.  Carduo  Ian- 
ceolato.  Imago  f Jul.  Carduetis,  et 


per  hyemem.  Eemina  ova  ponit  tem- 
pore vernali. 

Papilio  ( Hipparchia ) Semele. 

Habitat  Imago  in  sylvaticis  et  er- 
icetis  m.  Jul.  frequens. 

Papilio  ( Melanagria ) Galathea. 

Habitat  larva  in  gramine.  Imago 
i.  Jul.  Sylvaticis  humidis  satis  infre- 
quens. 

Papilio  ( Lasiornmata ) Megcera. 

Habitat  larva  in  gramine  i.  Aug. 
Imago  i.  Jul.  i.  Aug.  Sepimentis. 

Papilio  ( lasiornmata ) TEgeria. 

Habitat  larva  War.  Mai.  Jun.  in 
graminibus.  Imago  i.  Ap.  i.  Jun.  i. 
Aug.  in  sylvis ; vulgaris. 

Papilio  Jurtina  ( Hipparchia  Janira.) 

Habitat  copiose  in  pratis.  Imago  i. 
Jun. 

Obs.  Jurtinam  et  Janiram  in  cop- 
ula junctas  srnpe  vidi.” 

Linnaeus  mistook  the  sexes  of  Jan- 
ira for  distinct  species. 

“ Papilio  Pilosellcc  ( Hipparchia 
Tithonus.) 

Habitat  larva  in  Hieracio  Filosella 
i.  Jun.  Imago  in  Jul.  in  compascuis 
vulgaris. 

Obs.  Mas  paullo  minor  quam  fem- 
ina  est  magisque  obscura,  et  in  pagina 
alarum  anticarum  maculam  fuscam 
gerit. 

Papilio  ( Grapta ) C-album. 

Habitat  larva  in  Hurnulo  Lupula 
m.  Jun.  m.  Aug.  Imago  i.  Jul.  i. 
Sept,  in  sylvaticis  satis  iufrequens. 

Papilio  ( Vanessa ) Urticce. 

Habitat  larva  in  Urtica  dioica  i. 
Jun.  m.  Aug.  Imago  i.  Jul.  i.  Sept, 
et  per  hyemem ; in  Hortis  et  passim 
omnium  vulgatior. 
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SUMMER  COLLECTING. 


is  a general  idea  pre- 
<3®  valent  among  all  classes  that  it  is 
necessary  in  the  summer  to  retreat  for 
a time  to  the  sea  side.  Men  of  busi- 
ness leave  their  ledgers,  doctors  take  a 
last  look  in  upon  their  patients  ; law- 
yers pocket  their  last  fee — the  boxes 
are  packed,  and  care  seems  to  fly  off 
with  the  steam  of  the  Engine. 

Now,  we  believe  that  most  Ento- 
mologists provide  themselves  on  such 
occasions  with  the  means  of  pursuing 
their  much-loved  science — the  pill 
boxes — the  number  of  which  is  regu- 
lated by  the  zeal  of  the  individual — 
always  form  a part  of  the  luggage. 
But  we  would  say  a word  against  the 
persistency  with  which  certain  hack- 
neyed localities  are  visited  year  after 
year — always  producing  the  same  lists 
of  species — lists  in  themselves  verv 
good — but  grown  void  of  interest 
through  their  sameness. 

To  some,  we  know  that  a constant 
change  of  locality  is  scarcely  practic- 
able— but  surely  the  younger  and  less 
encumbered  members  of  the  commu- 
nity might  find  both  time  and  resolu- 
tion to  venture  on  some  new  ground. 

We  would  especially  recommend 


the  country  lying  to  the  west  of  Loch 
Rannoch,  the  south  west  of  Ireland, 
the  south-west  of  Wales,  and  the  An- 
glesey district  to  the  more  enterprising 
of  our  contributors.  We  need  hardly 
say  how  readily  our  columns  would  be 
opened  to  communications  respecting 
the  results.  Such  a journey,  a fort- 
night spent  in  such  a locality,  is  a real 
boon  to  the  Entomological  world. 

There  was  a time  when  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Rannoch  itself  was  but 
little  known — we  may  say  hardly 
known  at  all  and  yet,  every  one  knows 
what  that  district  has  turned  out. 
The  thing  is  that  men  are  too  much 
inclined — and  we  ourselves  cannot 
claim  exemption  from  the  general 
censure — to  make  the  weal  of  the 
collection  more  precious  than  the  de- 
velopement  of  the  study ; and  so  it 
comes  to  pass  that  districts  rich  in 
almost  every  variety  of  life,  pass  to- 
tally neglected. 

However,  it  stands  as  a certainty 
which  nobody  can  contest  that  the 
men  who  make  discoveries  really 
worth  publishing  to  the  world,  are 
the  men  who  bring  time  and  careful 
study  to  bear  upon  these  unvisited 
regions.  “But”  perhaps  one  of  our 
readers  may  tell  us  “ I know  ini 


98 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


stances  of  Micro-collectors  who  have 
made  discoveries  repeatedly  of  mar- 
vellous facts  within  a few  miles  of 
their  own  doors.”  My  good  Sir,  that 
is  because  every  district  is  a new  dis- 
trict in  the  study  of  those  wondrous 
species  which  many  men  find  too 
small  to  be  worth  observing. 


As  Mr.  J.  B.  BLACKBURN  has 
taken  the  place  of  Mr.  E.  M.  GEL- 
DART  as  Co-editor  of  the  "Weekly 
Entomologist  the  address  of  the  Edi- 
tors will  in  future  be  Messrs  T.  & J". 
B.  BLACKBURN,  THE  YEWS, 
WOODFORD,  LONDON.  N. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  bo 
obtained  of  Messrs.  T.  and  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  as  above,  by  post, 
price  Three  Shillings  and  Three 
Pence  per  quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129  High  St. 
Cheltenham,  J.  Brown,  2 Collingate, 
York,  J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  St. 
Hartlepool.  T.  Cooke,  Naturalist, 
513,  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery,  or 
capture  of  a rare  species,  or  observa- 
tion of  general  interest,  are  requested 
to  communicate,  at  once,  a notice  of 
the  same,  to  Messrs.  T.  and  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  as  abo^e. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  the  same  gentlemen. 


Remittances  should  be  sent  in  Post 
Office  Orders  or  Stamps. 

V 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Messrs.  T.  and  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
as  above , No  notice  will  be  taken  of 
anonymous  communications. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Selfishness,  Unscrupulousness  and 
Presumption. — I little  thought  when 
I wrote  the  supplement  to  my  note  of 
last  season  with  regard  to  Tripunctata 
that  I should  have  such  a dastardly 
attack  made  upon  me  as  the  one  in 
No.  11.  of  the  “Entomologist”  by 
T.  J.  Carrington. 

With  regard  to  Selfishness  he  seems 
to  forget  that  in  his  notice  he  tries  to 
take  the  credit  all  to  himself,  in  find- 
ing that  species,  when  I recorded  the 
fact  last  year  in  the  “Entomologist  ” 
(No.  6,  p.  44.)  of  having  taken  the 
larva  on  the  10th.  of  September,  and 
I think  anyone  who  has  read  Mr. 
Crewe’s  description  of  the  larva, 
could  have  no  doubt  about  it.  It 
is  also  very  palpable  and  apparent 
that  he  betrays  his  own  selfishness 
by  the  annoyance  he  shows  at  being 
forestalled,  and  it  is  also  very  ap- 
parent that  I do  not  appropriate  to 
myself  the  credit  of  breeding  the 
insect,  but  give  the  credit  where 
credit  is  due.  With  regard  to  the 
insect  being  new  to  York,  I think 
the  name  of  Mr.  T.  II.  Allis  is  quite 
enough  to  satisfy  the  readers  of  the 
“Entomologist”  of  the  truthfulness 
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of  my  assertion,  and  -when  I say  that 
he  compared  his  specimen  with  a bred 
one  (kindly  lent  me  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Greene  to  color  from)  and  told  me  he 
took  it  at  the  Hob  Moor  Brick  ponds, 
not  two  miles  from  York  some  years 
ago,  no  one  will  doubt  the  fact  that 
it  teas  taken  at  York  before. 

With  regard  to  T.  J.  Carrington’s 
own  scrupulousness,  he  says,  “I 
thought  it  might  interest  some  of 
your  Northern  readers  to  know  of  its 
occurring  in  Yorkshire,”  while  it  was 
told  to  them  six  months  ago  by  my- 
self, and  afterwards  by  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son of  Scarborough.  He  should  also 
be  careful  how  he  writes  his  ? effu- 
sions, for  I think  no  such  word  as 
January  occurs  in  my  notice.  So 
much  for  unscrupulousness. 

Lastly  presumption.  I think  my 
readers  will  see  that  T.  J.  Carrington 
makes  out  a capital  case  to  himself, 
for  he  presumes  to  occupy  the  pages 
of  a really  useful  work  with  a long 
rigmarole  about  nothing,  and  if  the 
readers  of  the  “^Entomologist  ” are  to 
be  annoyed  by  beardless  boys 
in  their  teens  writing  their  ? rambling 
effusions,  the  sooner  it  is  laid  by  the 
side  of  its  ancestor  the  ‘ Intelligencer’ 
the  better. 

In  conclusion,  if  T.  J.  Carrington 
• was  in  happy  ignorance  of  the  insect 
occurring  at  York  before,  he  must 
thank  his  own  friends,  for  some  of 
them,  to  my  knowledge,  knew  of  the 
fact.  I may  also  state  that  I used 
the  name  Tripunctata  because,  hav- 
ing used  the  name  last  year,  I thought 


it  would  cause  less  confusion,  and 
was  quite  aware  that  Albipunctata 
was  proper. — W.  Peest,  6,  Castle- 
gate,  York. 


A List  of  Lepidoptera  occurring  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  by 
J.  H Dell,  Esq. 


Pyealides. 

Hypena  Proboscidalis.  Common. 

JET.  Rostralis.  Not  common. 

H.  Crassalis.  Not  common. 

Pivula  Sericealis.  Yery  frequent. 
Herminia  Nemoralis.  Frequent. 
Odontia  Dentalis.  Rare. 

Pyralis  Farinalis.  Common. 

Aglossa  Pinguinalis.  Common  in 
houses. 

A.  Cuprcealis.  Rarely. 

Pyrausta  punicealis  and  Purpuralis 
Rarely  on  the  coast. 

Herbula  Cespitalis  and  Ennychia  Cin- 
gulalis.  Common  on  the  coast. 
Sterna  Punctalis.  Rarely  on  the  coast. 
JPydrocampa  Nymphceata.  Frequent. 
IT.  Stagnalis.  Frequent. 

Botys  Verticalis.  Common. 

B.  Urticahs.  Common. 

B.  Lancealis.  Frequent  at  Plym- 
bridge. 

B.  Asinalis.  Rare. 

B.  Fuscalis.  Frequent. 

Ebulea  Crocealis.  Rare. 

E.  Sambucalis.  Common  in  gardens. 
Pionea  Forficalis.  Common. 

P.  Margaritalis.  Not  common. 
Scopula  olivalis.  Common. 

S.  Prunalis.  Common. 

S.  Ferrugalis.  Frequent. 
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Catachlysta  Lemnata.  Common. 
Stennopteryx  Ilybridalis.  Common. 

Having  now  concluded  the  Pyrales 
I have  finished  my  task,  as  I have 
not  studied  the  Tortrices  and  Tinea, 
and  I am  afraid  that  my  list  of  the 
Pyrales  is  a very  imperfect  one.  I 
have,  however,  done  my  best  to  give 
your  readers  an  idea  of  the  species 
that  occur  here. 

In  the  course  of  publishing  my 
notes  several  errata  have  occurred. 
In  the  first  place, — in  the  names  of 
localities, — such  as  Haugh  for  Shough 
and  Bampool  for  Barnpool  etc. 

Seoond, — in  the  genus  Tccniocampa 
you  have  left  out  Stabilis, — the  com- 
monest of  the  whole,  and  put  Miniosa 
“ not  very  rare.”  It  should  be  “ very 
rare.”  In  consequence  of  this  I have 
been  inundated  with  letters  for  the 
insect. 

Third, — and  worst  of  all, — under 
the  heading  II.  W-latinum,  you  have 
Potatoe  ‘ haulers  ’ instead  of  ‘ haulms’ 
Tour  readers  will  laugh  at  what,  I 
suppose,  they  will  call  a bit  of  West 
Country  dialect. 

The  End. 

[We  can  only  express  our  regret 
that  the  mistakes  mentioned  have 
occurred.  Mr.  Dell,  however,  is  not 
a distinct  writer,  and  we  were  un- 
acquainted with  many  of  the  localities 
named ; so  that,  in  those  instances  the 
errors  were  easily  accounted  for. 
Will  all  contributors  please  write  all 
words  of  this  class  very  distinctly. — 
Ed.  W.  E. 


NOTES  FROM  LACORDAIRE. 


No.  III. 

Last  week  we  considered  the  first 
tribe  of  the  family  Cicindeletes  ; — we 
now  have  to  notice  the  second  tribe, 
which  M.  Lac ordaire  terms  Megacepli- 
alides.  The  following  are  among  the 
characteristics  of  this  tribe. 

“ The  three  first  joints  of  the  ante- 
rior tarsi  dilated  in  the  males.  In- 
ferior wings  very  rarely  obsolete.  * 
* * * This  tribe  is  almost  invariably 
possessed  of  bright  colors  and  easy 
flight.” 

Our  author  then  proceeds,  after 
some  further  general  remarks  to  deal 
with  the  genera  comprising  the  tribe 
in  detail.  From  his  remarks  we  glean 
the  following. 

“ This  tribe  only  includes  five  gen- 
era, of  which  two  only, — Megacephala 
and  Tetracha  have  representatives  in 
the  ancient  continent. 

Genus  Oxycbeila. 

* * * * Elytra  twice  as  wide,  in 
front,  as  the  base  of  the  prothorax. 
Tho  three  first  joints  of  the  anterior 
tarsi  dilated  in  the  males.  * * * * 

Tolerably  large  and  beautiful  in- 
sects, all  peculiar  to  the  tropical  dis- 
tricts of  South  America,  of  uniform 
color, — ordinarily  black,  generally 
with  a yellowish  spot  upon  each  ely“ 
tron.  Their  movements  ore  veri- 
rapid,  but  they  do  not  tly.  The  ty- 
pical species  ( 0 . tristis)  alone,  is  com- 
mon in  collections.  * * * * It  pro- 
duces a considerable  noise,  by  rubbing 
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its  legs  against  the  edge  of  its  elytra. 
There  are,  already,  nearly  a dozen 
species  known. 

Genus  Pseudoxycheila. 

Elytra  proportionately  narrower  at 
the  base  than  in  the  last  genus. 

The  typical  species  (P.  iipustulata ) 

* * * * is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  the  family.  It  has  been  for  some 
time  very  rare  in  collections,  but  of 
late  years  a great  number  of  speci- 
mens have  arrived  from  Columbia.  * 

« * if 

Genus  Teteacha. 

* * * * Elytra  of  the  breadth  of 
the  prothorax.  * * * * !STo  wings. 

* * * * The  three  first  joints  of  the 
anterior  tarsi,  strongly  dilated  in  the 
males.  * * * * 

This  genus  consists  of  large  apter- 
ous insects,  of  robust  form,  and  of  a 
brilliant  metallic  green  color,  more 
or  less  vivid,  and  often  inclining  to 
blue.  Only  three  species  are  now 
known, — peculiar  to  Africa. 

Genus  Teteacha. 

* * * * Elytra  almost  always 
having  their  humeral  angles  distinct, 
owing  to  the  presence  of  the  inferior 
wings.  * * * * Appearance  much 
less  robust  than  in  the  former  genus. 

The  species  are  numerous,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a very  small 
number  inhabiting  the  old  world,  are 
found  in  America.  They  are  divided 
into  two  groups, — those  of  the  one 
(and  they  form  by  far  the  greater 
part)  are,  like  those  of  the  old  world, 
green  or  blueish,  and  have,  in  gen- 
eral, a testaceous  spot,  at  the  tip  of 


each  of  the  elvtra ; — those  of  the  other 
are  testaceous  or  reddish,  with  ill  de- 
fined brown  or  black  blotches.  * * 
* * The  Tetrachce  are  nocturnal 
insects.  * * * * 

Genus  Aniaea. 

This  genus  differs  from  Tetracha  in 
the  following  points, — * * * * An- 
tennae shorter,  more  robust,  and 
filiform.  The  three  first  joints  of  the 
anterior  tarsi  of  the  males  less  atten- 
uated at  their  base,  and  less  obliquely 
sculptured  at  their  ends. 

Only  one  species  is  known  (A. 
Sepulcralis ) from  Cayenne.  It  is  of 
a slightly  metallic  black  color,  with 
the  elytra  covered  with  punctures, 
and  with  irregular  slightly  raised 
ridges.  * * * * 

Thus  we  close  our  notice  of  the 
Tribe  Megacephalides.  As  it  and  the 
preceding  tribes  are  of  small  extent 
we  have  been  able  to  give  a fuller 
summary  of  M.  Lacordaire’s  observa- 
tions than  will  be  possible  where  the 
tribes  are  larger.  Next  week  the 
tribe  Ctcindelides  will  come  under 
review,  and  as  it  is  of  much  greater 
extent  than  either  of  the  two  latter 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  give  a very 
bare  abstract  indeed. 


THE  MUTABILITY  OE  SPECIES 
OR  RACE  EORMS. 

Continued . 


“ It  must  be  very  far  back  in  point 
of  time,  although  perhaps  geologically 
speaking  of  recent  date,  that  the 
Atlantic  was  so  far  bridged  over,  as 
that  the  individuals  of  any  race  of  in- 
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sect  could  interbreed,  and  thus  render 
the  bias  of  mutation  to  a certain  ex- 
tent uniform  throughout  the  larger 
area.  We  have  in  the  difference  be- 
tween the  parallel  forms  now  exhib- 
ited^ a measure  of  the  effects  of  sep- 
aration through  a very  long  period  of 
time,  and  when  we  see  however  de- 
cided the  difference  in  minor  charac- 
teristics how  slight  is  still  the  separ- 
ation of  form  from  form,  we  need  not 
wonder  that  no  appreciable  difference, 
can  be  found  between  the  figures  of 
the  Ostrich  on  ancient  Eastern  mon- 
uments, and  the  bird  itself  still  liv- 
ing under  the  same  circumstances  of 
climate  and  food  that  surrounded  it 
3,000  years  ago ; and  of  which  fact 
Mr.  Westwood  makes  so  strong  a 
point  in  favour  of  the  permanancy  of 
species. 

The  other  specimens  exhibited  are 
Nebrias  and  Calathi  from  Shetland 
Isles.  They  will  all  be  found  to 
differ,  to  an  appreciable  extent,  from 
specimens  captured  on  the  mainland 
of  Britain.  It  is  probable  that  the 
separation  of  these  areas  took  place  at 
a much  later  date  than  the  epoch  of 
the  separation  of  North  America  from 
Europe.  It  would  therefore  have 
been  interesting  to  have  compared  the 
Lepidoptera  of  Shetland  and  Britain, 
only  that  the  distance  to  which  the 
Islands  are  removed  from  each  other 
is  so  small  as  to  vitiate  the  conditions 
of  the  experiment,  by  individuals 
occasionally  flying  over  from  one  area 
to  the  other. 

I regret  I have  intermingled  in  my 
collection  specimens  of  several  other 


species  of  Shetland  Geodephaga  with 
British  caught  specimens,  as  nearly 
all  the  Geodephaga  from  those  Islands 
exhibit  characteristic  differences,  in 
the  shape  of  the  thorax,  or  of  some 
other  portion  of  the  structure,  disting- 
uishing t hem  at  once  from  mainland 
specimens,  and  affording  characters 
sufficiently  definite  for  a Manufac- 
turer of  species  to  found  new  specific 
names  upon.  To  the  Naturalist  who  1 
busies  himself  with  nomenclature 
there  appears  to  arise  a great  practical  I 
difficulty  from  the  dis-belief  in  the 
permanancy  of  species,  but 
does  not  the  Naturalist  who 
has  full  faith  in  the  lastingncss  of  I 
specific  form,  spend  much  of  his  time  I ; 
in  trying  to  ascertain  which  forms  I 
are  properly  designated  as  species,  I i 
and  which  as  varieties  merely  ? I 
am  inclined  to  think  when  once  the  1 1: 
fixity  of  species  has  ceased  to  be  a L 
matter  of  faith,  as  it  certainly  will  I 1 
do  sooner  or  later,  principles  of  no-  Ir 
mcnclature  will  be  formed  that  will 
sweep  away  that  dreadful  incubus  of  I 
synonyms  under  which  we  now  la. 
labour. 

Let  us  try  to  answer  the  following  ly 
questions  bearing  on  the  subject.  I 
Ought  the  North  American  and  the  I 
European  Analogues  of  each  other  to 
bear  the  same  or  different  names?  |Rj 
Where  a difference  of  form  exists  bo-  Eli 
tween  the  individuals  inhabiting  the  L 
two  extreme  Geographical  points  of  a 
large  area,  as  when  a North  British  Lai 
form  can  readily  be  separated  from  a I'O; 
South  British  one,  ought  the  extreme  L 
and  all  the  intermediate  forms  to  bear  Ly, 
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the  same  Cognomen?  In  the  latter 
ease  I would  say,  let  all  the  forms 
hear  one  name  corresponding  to  what 
we  now  call  the  specific  name,  but 
which  would  be  better  termed  the 
race  name,  adding  to  that  name  the 
name  of  the  district  in  which  the  dis- 
tinctive form  occurs.  When  however 
allied  forms  are  separated  by  a wide 
ocean,  and  there  is  consequently  no 
opportunity  of  tracing  the  relationship 
of  consanguinity,  and  thereby  of  as- 
certaining whether  the  divergence  has 
become  so  great  that  there  exists  an 
inability  to  interbreed,  it  is  better  to 
give  distinctive  specific  or  race  names, 
however  strong  may  be  the  suspicion 
that  the  difference  would  break  down 
were  the  two  forms  supplied  with  the 
means  of  intermingling.  The  ques- 
tion resolves  itself  pretty  much  there- 
fore into  a Geographical  one,  and  as 
such  it  will  ultimately  be  treated. 
We  need  not  dwell  upon  those  indi- 
vidual varieties  that  occur  in  the  same 
broods  of  insects,  nor  on  the  question 
of  the  limits  of  genera.  All  are 
agreed  that  chance  varieties  should 
bear  no  common  race  or  specific  name 
and  it  is  manifest,  that  if  specific 
forms  are  found  to  be  mutable,  the 
limit  of  genera  cannot  be  more  stable. 
Itecent  researches  of  Entomologists 
prove  the  great  differences  existing 
between  the  external  organs  of  gener- 
ation of  closely  allied  species.  To 
this  circumstance  probably  may  be 
mainly  owing  the  fact,  that  we  find 
so  few  mules  between  races  inhabiting 
the  same  district.  This  inability  to 
interbreed  may  possibly  prove  to  be 


one  of  the  laws  of  A ature,  by  which 
excessive  variation  of  individual  forms 
is  prevented. 

In  our  reseaches  in  the  nature  of 
species,  we  need  not  attempt  to  go 
back  to  the  origin  of  all  things.  Let 
the  question  of  permanancy  or  muta- 
tion of  species  he  discussed  as  geolog- 
ical phenomena  are  reasoned  upon  by 
modern  Geologists,  beginning  at  the 
known  and  working  backwards  as  far 
as  reason  and  facts  will  safely  carry 
us  leaving  all  anterior  to  that  to  spec- 
ulative icorlcl  builders. 

The  question  of  the  primary  origin 
of  species  has  the  same  relationship 
to  the  question  of  the  mutation  or 
permanency  of  forms,  that  Cosmogony 
has  to  Geology.  One  is  a mere  spec- 
ulation ; the  other  a precise  science. 
We  shall  never  know  more  about  the 
first  forms  of  the  animals  and  plants 
that  occupied  the  earth,  than  we  do 
about  the  origin  of  this  planet  itself, 
but  we  may  surely  entertain  a doubt 
about  the  permanency  of  species 
without  being  ranked  us  dangerous 
Schismatics.  If  however  fair  induc- 
tion lead  to  the  conclusion  that  all 
animal  life  evolved  by  slow  degrees 
from  some  individual  monad  I will 
not  shrink  from  that  conclusion. 
Surely  it  gives  a worthier  notion  of  a 
Creation  to  suppose  that  he  foresaw 
all  contingences  rather  than  that  he 
should  be  ever  remaking  and  re- 
creating by  the  direct  interposition  of 
his  providence. 

In  the  eloquent  language  of  an 
American  writer  the  scheme  of  Crea- 
tion “is  a question  of  will  a id  not  as 
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the  insanity  of  logic  has  assumed  of 
Power.  It  is  not  that  the  Deity 
cannot  modify  his  laws,  but  that  we 
insult  him  in  imagining  a possible 
necessity  for  modification.  In  their 
origin,  these  laws  were  fashioned  to 
embrace  all  contingencies  which  could 
lie  in  the  Future.  With  God  all 
is  now.” 


KXCHAWGE. 


C.  Cur  tula.  Having  eggs  to  spare 
of  C.  Curtula,  I shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  any  gentleman  in  want  of  it. 
War,  Porteus,  Silver  Street,  Groves, 
York. 
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NOTES  FROM  LACORDAIRE. 

No.  IY. 


~^^TE  now  come  to  the  third  tribe 
of  the  Family  G icindeletes, — a 
tribe  which  is  more  familiar  to  our 
English  readers  than  any  which 
have  been  noticed  before,  viz.,  the 
Cicindelides.  As  this  tribe  is  of 
greater  extent  than  any  which  we 
have  already  observed,  our  extracts 
must  be  very  brief  indeed.  In  fact, 
as  far  as  the  descriptions  of  the 
genera  are  concerned,  we  can  do 
little  more  than  extract  a tabulation 
which  occurs  at  the  commencement 
of  the  family.  It  is  as  follows : — 

I.  Third  joint  of  the  labial  palpi 
of  normal  size, — Iresia , Oxygonia , 
JEucallia,  Durymorpha,  Gicindela , 
Odontocheila , Phyllodroma. 

II.  The  same  joint  much  larger 
than  the  others, — as  though  dilated 
in  all  its  length, — Megalomma,  Ap- 
teroessa,  Myrmecoptera,  Dromica, 
Cosmema,  Duprosopus. 

The  genus  Iresia  may  be  known 
from  the  rest  by  “ the  last  joint  of 
the  labial  palpi  being  longer  than 
the  third.” 

Three  genera  M.  Lacordaire  in- 


forms us  are  wingless,  viz.,  Aptero- 
essa , Dromica , Cosmema. 

“ The  genus  Gicindela  is  the  only 
one  of  the  family  which  is  repre- 
sented in  Europe.” 

The  genera  composing  this  tribe 
are  most  of  them  of  small  extent,  for 
if  we  except  Gicindela  and  Odonto- 
cheila, the  two  largest  are  Phylla- 
droma,  and  Dromica,  each  containing 
seven  species.  Many  of  them  also 
appear  to  be  rare,  as  all  the  species 
belonging  to  the  following  genera 
are  so  described, — Iresia,  Oxygonia, 
Apteroessa,  Dromica,  and  in  several 
others  the  same  is  implied.  Gicin- 
dela is  one  of  the  largest  known 
genera  of  Goleoptera,  containing  more 
than  four  hundred  species  mentioned 
by  authors,  but  in  many  cases  the 
same  insect  has  been  twice  de- 
scribed.” The  species  of  the  genus 
Odontocheila  “ are  numerous.” 

The  geographical  distribution  of 
Gicindela  seems  to  be  very  wide.  M. 
Lacordaire  mentions  species  from 
Europe,  Siberia,  Asia  generally, 
India,  China,  Australia,  Oceania, 
Africa,  and  America. 

The  remainder  of  the  tribe,  we 
gather  from  M.  Lacordaire,  is  in 
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general  peculiar  to  tropical  America, 
as  six  of  the  other  genera,  (including 
Odontocheila,')  are  found  there  only. 
The  rest  are  limited  in  their  range 
to  South  Africa,  Madagascar,  and 
Australia. 

Most  of  the  beetles,  comprising 
the  tribe  Oicindeletcs  are  of  gay  co- 
lours, and  many  are  very  metallic — 
as,  for  instance,  the  species  of  Ircsia 
and  Oosmema,  and  part  of  Odonto- 
cheila  and  Gicmdela.  They  appear 
generally  to  inhabit  woods,  though 
theliabits  of  th  eCicindelce  are  various. 
“ Some  are  found  in  sandy  places, 
far  removed  from  water,  others  ex- 
clusively upon  the  shores  of  rivers, 
or  the  sea,  some  inhabit  forests 
solely,  and  a certain  class  are  con- 
fined to  grassy  places,  overgrown 
with  low  plants.*  * * * * 

The  fifth  and  last  tribe  of  tjiis 
family — the  Ctenostomides — consists 
of  only  twenty-six  species,  according 
to  M.  Lacordaire  divided  into  four 
genera  : one  of  which — Pognostoma, 
contains  fourteen  of  them.  The  ge- 
nera ar  e,—Pogonostoma,  Procephalus, 
Ctenostoma,  Myrmecilla.  The  species 
of  the  first  genus  appear  to  be  con- 
fined to  Madagascar,  are  of  a uni- 
form blue  or  blackish  color,  run 
rapidly  upon  the  leaves  of  trees,  and 
fly  with  ease.  The  three  other 
genera  inhabit  tropical  America. 
The  species  of  Proccphalus  “ are 
very  rare  insects  in  collections.”  As 
the  habits  of  the  genera  seem  simi- 
lar, we  extract  M,  Lacordaire’ s re- 


marks on  Ctenostoma.  “ Their  wings 
are  somewhat  imperfectly  developed, 
In  fact,  I have  never  seen  them  fly 
at  Brazil,  where  I have  observed 
them  in  numbers ; they  are  often 
found  running  with  the  greatest  ra* 
pidity  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
upon  the  trunks  of  trees,  and  some- 
times upon  palings  round  planta- 
tions.” 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Lepidopteea. 

Descriptions  of  Lepidoptera  dis- 
covered since  the  publication  of  the 
“ Manual.” — There  is  a prevailing 
tendency  among  entomologists,  as 
among  all  others,  to  cling  to  old 
theories,  old  ideas,  old  institutions. 
Mr.  Thackeray  tells  us  in  the  last  of 
his  clever  novels  of  a gouty,  and  we 
are  compelled  to  admit,  a very  ill- 
mannered  and  disagreeable  peer, 
who  chose  to  hold  to  his  rambling 
post  chaise,  and  declined  to  commit 
his  precious  person  to  the  more 
speedy  modern  train.  Now,  I should 
be  slow  to  suppose  that  entomolo- 
gists resist  the  inculcation  of  new 
theories  with  the  obstinacy  of  Mr. 
Thackeray’s  friend,  but  I believe  I 
am  expressing  an  opinion  widely 
entertained  when  I say  that  but  few  of 
us  can  recognise  the  discoveries  of 
the  past  few  years  with  that  ease 
with  which  we  adopt  the  systematic 
arrangement  and  condensed  in- 
formation of  our  leading  authors. 
However  fully  we  may  be  aware  of 
the  fact,  that  two  or  three  species 
have  been  added  to  a genus  since 
the  publication  of  the  latest  work 
bearing  thereon,  we  cannot  banish 
the  idea  we  first  formed  of  the 
arrangement.  It  is  hard  to  edge 
the  new  comers  into  the  body  of  our 
old  and  first-adopted  plan.  In  all 
such  cases  we  want  a thoroughly 
accurate  compilation  of  the  ad- 


ditional species,  and  it  is  to  the 
desirability  of  such  a work  that  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  readers 
of  the  “ Entomologist.”  I have  re- 
solved jointly  with  my  brother  (Mr. 
T.Blackburn)  and  Mr.  Leigh,  to  com- 
mence a sufficiently  detailed  descrip- 
tion and  history  of  the  Lepidoptera 
discovered  since  the  publication  of 
that  most  admirable  work  the 
“ Manual” ; and  I have  now  to  solicit 
the  support  of  those  fellow-Etomolo- 
gists,  whose  observations  on  species 
coming  directly  under  their  notice, 
would  render  them  assistance  in  such 
an  enterprize  peculiarly  valuable. 
Could  I prevail  upon  all  in  whose 
power  it  lay  to  oblige  me,  by  adding 
their  information  on  any  recently 
discovered  insect  to  that  already  in 
my  possession.  I should  feel  that 
I had  gone  far  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  my  idea. 

I have  to  beg  that  any  entomolo- 
gist who  has  it  within  his  power  to 
send  either  description  of,  localities 
for,  or  information  of  any  description, 
relating  to  those  insects  of  which  I 
speak,  will  assist  me  in  what  I feel 
certain  would  be  a useful  work. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  receive 
too  many  descriptions  even  of  one 
species.  It  may,  I hope,  be  now  and 
then,  difficult  to  choose  out  of  a num- 
ber of  gems,  but  that  will  give  me 
all  the  more  reason  to  thank  my  con- 
tributors. 

These  notes  will  appear  prepared 
and  arranged  by  my  brother,  Mr- 
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Leigh  and  myself,  in  the  pages  of 
the  “Entomologist,”  and  the  same 
paper  will  be  a fitting  medium  for 
returning  the  thanks  of  the  Editors 
to  the  promoters  of  my  scheme. 

J.  B.  Blackburn.  May,  11, 18G3. 

Larentia  Ccesiata. — A t page  1 73  of 
the  “Weekly  Entomologist  ” I gave 
in  a note,  all  which  at  that  time  I 
knew  about  the  larva  of  Larentia 
Ccesiata  and  Ruficinctata,  and  added 
that  further  observation  was  needed 
before  a satisfactory  account  could 
be  given  of  them.  I am  happy 
to  say  that  I can  now  pretty  well 
complete  all  that  need  be  said  about 
Ccesiata. 

Mr.  J.  Batty,  of  Sheffield,  has 
lately  sent  me  some  larvce'  found  by 
him,  feeding  on  bilberry  (vacinium 
myrtillus),  in  his  neighbourhood, 
which  I at  once  recognised  as  that 
species.  Some  of  them  were  red, 
like  the  one  described  by  me  in  my 
former  note ; bnt  others  were  green, 
having  the  dorsal  triangles  tinted 
with  delicate  pink  at  their  base, 
g’oing  off  into  yellow  towards  the 
apex.  They  had  also,  in  addition 
to  the  seven  perfect  triangles,  an 
imperfect  one  both  preceding  and 
following  them,  making  nine  in  all. 
The  head  is  reddish,  there  is  a pur- 
plish spot  on  the  second  segment, 
and  the  ventral  and  anal  legs  in 
some — not  all  of  them — arc  purplish 
red  also.  In  other  respects  this 
variety  resembles  the  red  ono  pre- 


cisely. We  are  now  in  a position  to 
correct  two  statements  in  the 
‘Manual’  as  to  this species-the  food- 
plant  is  bilberry , not  heath , and  the 
time  to  look  for  them  is  IV.,  not 

VII.  ; or,  more  properly,  the  duration 
in  the  larva  state  is  from  VII.  or 

VIII.  to  IV.  or  V.  If  any  one  could, 
in  the  course  of  the  summer,  furnish 
either  Mr.  Buckler  or  myself  with 
larvce  of  Ruficinctata,  we  should 
then  be  able  to  complete  what  we 
wish  to  do  in  this  genus,  and  he 
should  receive  our  hearty  thanks, 
with  the  best  return  in  the  way  of 
larvce  or  specimens  we  could  make 
him. 

The  plan  recommended  by  my 
friend  Mr.  H.  Moore,  for  obtaining 
eggs  from  coy  females  will  not 
always  succeed,  for  I myself  have 
tried  it  on  a female  H.  Croceago, 
which  I knew  to  be  impregnated, 
and  Mr.  D’Orville  tried  it  on  S.  Con - 
voluli,  but  in  neither  case  did  we  get 
any  larvo3.  I think,  however,  it 
would  be  well  to  make  a last  at- 
tempt before  throwing  a female 
moth  away.  Rev.  J.  Hellins,  Chap- 
lain's House,  County  Prison,  Exeter. 

Insects  by  Post. — The  following 
plan  of  mine  has  the  merit  of  novelty, 
and  more  than  one  decided  advan- 
tage, especially  as  to  security.  Pro- 
bably many  persons,  like  myself,  aro 
dissatisfied  with  the  way  in  which 
specimens  they  receive  from  others 
are  set.  I almost  always  re-set  such, 
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as  I am  very  particular  in  the  mode 
of  doing  so,  nothing  contributing 
more  to  their  appearance  in  the  cabi- 
net than  the  uniformity  and  perfec- 
tion of  the  way  the  insects  are  set 
out,  not  only  as  to  fresh  specimens 
just  caught  and  not  set  at  all,  but  also 
as  to  others  which  may  be  improved 
by  being  set  again  more  carefully 
and  with  perhaps  improved  pins.  I 
get  one  of  the  turned  match-boxes, 
everywhere  easily  procurable  with- 
out any  cost ; they  are  very  light,  and 
made  of  the  softest  deal,  and  being 
formed  on  the  “tubular  principle” 
will  defy  the  utmost  malice  of  the 
Post  office  under-authorities.  I then 
stick  the  insects  in  the  top  of  the 
box,  which  will  hold  a number  of  un- 
set fresh  ones,  and  fill,  or  rather  half 
fill  the  other  part  of  the  box  with 
laurel  leaves  cut  up  small.  These 
keep  the  insects  soft  if  fresh,  or  relax 
them  against  the  time  you  receive 
them,  if  dry,  and  will  be  the  death  of 
any  mites,  if  such  have  been  in  the 
latter.  I confine  the  leaves  to  the 
bottom  of  the  box  with  a piece  of 
crape  or  paper  pinned  over  them — ■ 
all  done  in  a minute.  The  sides  of 
the  box  above  them  will  hold  more 
insects  if  required.  I then  paste  a 
piece  of  paper  over  the  “juncture”  of 
the  box,  or  the  whole  of  it,  and  on 
this  write  the  direction.  The  postage 
is,  of  course,  according  to  size,  and 
consequent  weight,  but  only  mode- 
rate in  any  case. — Rev.  F.  0.  Morris. 
B.A.,  Nunburnholme  Rectory,  Yorh. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  near  Glasgow. — Friday 
last  being  a remarkably  fine  and 
warm  day,  I went  out  to  collect  at 
an  old  quarry  hole  near  this  city, 
after  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 
had  the  good  foi’tune  to  take,  after 
two  hours’  search,  fourteen  speci- 
mens of  Trechus  Lapidosus — a com- 
paratively rare  insect — being  one 
more  than  the  whole  number  which 
I took  last  year  after  several  visits. 

Delighted  beyond  measure  at  my 
success,  I again  visited  the  locality 
next  morning,  and  before  twelve 

0 clock  had  taken  thirty-two  speci- 
mens more,  making  in  all  46  indi- 
viduals, the  largest  take  of  Lapidosus 

1 have  ever  heard  of  in  this  nei'di- 

O 

bourhood;  or,  indeed,  any  where  else. 

Intending  to  have  a regular  day’s 
collecting,  I started  for  Bowling  (a 
small  village  about  ten  miles  down 
the  river),  per  Hellensburgh  and 
Glasgow  Railway,  at  half-past  one, 
and  two  o’clock  found  me  on  the 
banks  of  the  Clyde,  attentively  ex- 
amining a defunct  rat,  which  had  a 
suspicious  looking  hole  in  its  side, 
causing  me  to  infer  that  it  had 
met  with  foul  play  from  the  burying 
beetles. 

Catching  it  by  the  tail,  I gave  it  a 
good  shake,  when  out  dropped 
NecropTiorus  Vespillo,  accompanied  by 
a few  minor  satellites,  such  as  Silpha 
rwjosa  and  obscura,  Catops  chrysolite- 
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loid.es , and  a Quedius.  A second 
shake  had  the  effect  of  separating 
the  tail  from  the  body,  without  any 
results  in  the  way  of  Coleoptera ; and, 
after  that,  shaking  was  at  an  end. 

Turning  over  some  stones  which 
lay  on  the  sand,  I captured  a few 
specimens  of  Anchomenus  viduus,  and 
also  another  species,  which  I think 
is  virsutus.  Small  Brachelytra  were 
very  abundant,  and  I caught  a good 
many,  including  some  curious  species 
of  Homalota,  which  I found  under 
moss,  growing  on  the  old  Roman  fort 
on  which  is  built  the  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Henry  Bell,  whose 
name  is  so  well  known  in  connection 
with  our  river  steamboats. 

The  view  from  the  walls  of  the 
fort  is  magnificent,  and  the  beauty 
of  the  scene  was  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  brightness  of  the  summer  day. 
Far  down  the  river  Ben  Lomond 
towered  above  the  adjacent  hills, 
snow-capped  and  clad  in  silver  ; 
while  close  beside  me,  “ Dumbarton’s 
Rock,”  stood  boldly  out  against  the 
clear  blue  sky.  Dumbarton  Castle, 
too,  was  visible,  so  closely  connected 
with  the  name  of  Wallace,  the  hero 
of  Scotland,  whose  ponderous  sword 
is  still  to  be  seen  within  the  walls  of 
the  ancient  fortress. 

The  banks  of  the  river  from 
Bowling  to  Dumbarton,  arc  but  a 
succession  of  flats,  or  marshy  bogs, 
overgrown  with  reeds,  and  these,  I 
rightly  conjectured,  would  yield  no 
small  quantity  of  Bombidiidta.  Pick- 


ing up  here  and  there,  a few  stray 
Per  typhus  littorale,  nitidulum,  and 
affine,  besides  some  others,  whose 
names  I have  not  yet  determined,  I 
turned  over  a stone,  and  was  agree- 
ably surprised  by  seeing  a specimen 
of  Cillenum  laterale  walking  leisurely 
along,  but  he  very  soon  found  him- 
self in  a glass  bottle,  along  with 
some  bruised  laurel  leaves.  Re- 
membering my  experience  in  the 
case  of  Trechus  lapidosus,  I went 
down  on  my  knees ; and  after  passing 
about  an  hour  in  a reclining  position, 
had  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  I 
had  above  fifty  specimens  of  laterale 
in  my  pocket ; when  these  being  as 
many  as  I wanted,  I once  more  arose 
to  my  feet,  with  a peculiar  sensation 
in  my  head,  and  a sort  of  mirage  be- 
fore my  eyes,  in  which  Dumbarton 
Castle,  turned  upside  down,  occupied 
a prominent  place. 

Striking  up  from  the  river  side, 
in  the  dii’ection  of  Dumbrick  Hill,  I 
took,  under  stones,  Clivina  fossor, 
Badister  bipustulatus,  Abax  striola, 
Amara  acuminata,  Calathns  picc.us, 
Patrobus  excavatus,  and  what  I take 
to  be  P.  septentrionis,  Anchomenus 
anyusticolUs , and  llarpalns  pubesccns, 
along  with  two  or  three  others  of  the 
same  family.  Elaphrus  cuprous  and 
Nehria  Gyllenhalii  turned  up  at  the 
side  of  a mountain  stream,  out  of 
which  I also  took  a few  species  of 
llydroporus. 

Looking  up  in  the  direction  of  the 
castle,  1 saw  a flash  of  fire,  followed 
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by  a puff  of  white  smoke,  burst  from 
its  side,  accompanied  by  a loud  re- 
port. It  was  the  evening  gun  and 
warned  me  that  I had  but  an  hour  to 
tarry,  at  the  expiration  of  which  I 
was  comfortably  seated  in  a railway 
carriage,  whirling  away  to  “ Old  St. 
Mungo,”  and  by  ten  o’clock  at  night, 
was  counting  my  spoils  at  home. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  above,  that 
I have  duplicates  of  Treclms  lapidosus 
and  Cillenvm  later  ale ; so  that  if  any 
gentleman  should  want  these  insects, 
I should  be  happy  to  exchange  with 
him ; but  all  must  please  to  write, 
before  sending  boxes. — Thomas  G. 
Bishop,  6,  Dixon  Street , Glasgoiv,  Dili 
May,  1863. 

Spilosoma  Papyratia.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  the  26th  ult.,  while  looking 
for  a few  larvae  of  A.  caja  and  0.  po - 
totoria,  I found  at  rest  on  the  root  of 
an  old  tree,  a beautiful  specimen  of 
Spilosoma,  which  I take  to  be  S.  Pa- 
pyratia, according  to  the  description 
given  in  Stainton’s  “ Manual”  which 
it  exactly  corresponds  with.  William 
Laycock  34,  Path  Street,  Sheffield. 

ITymenoptera. 

Captures  in  and  notes  from  Devon- 
shire.-— This  last  week  has  been 
tolerably  fine  ; at  least,  no  rain,  but 
rather  too  much  wind.  Insects  have 
not  been  in  much  plenty  as  before. 

May  1st,  a bee,  which  I do  not 
know,  very  like  the  honey  bee  ; but 
second  and  third  joints  of  the  abdo- 


men reddish.  Three  picked  up  dead 
near  our  house,  one  was  not  so  stiff 
as  the  other  two,  and  I have  man- 
aged to  set  it  very  well.  Another 
Andrena  I do  not  exactly  say  I can 
name — all  black  ; yet  I think  I have 
one  at  home  from  Old  Blomer,  from 
Teignmouth,  allied  to  thoracica. 

One  day  we  went  over  by  boat  to 
Lardrun  Bay,  near  Sidmouth,  and 
there  found  Dimnobia  Ornata  in 
plenty.  Mr,  Halliday  wrote  me 
word  that  he  had  taken  a new  Orne- 
phila  in  Italy,  and  I fancy,  but  am 
not  certain,  that  I have  also  taken 
one  different  from  our  common  one  ; 
but  as  I have  not  the  other  one  here 
I will  not  be  too  positive.  Found  it 
settled  on  wet  mossy  stones,  where 
the  water  drips  on  the  rocks,  stick- 
ing close  to  the  moss,  and  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  into  the  tube.  The  inter- 
mediate legs  struck  me  as  being 
very  different  from  what  I remember 
in  the  old  species,  which  I took  in 
the  North,  in  Sussex,  and  at  home, 
early  and  late  in  the  season. — J.  C. 
Dale,  Clan,  Wooton,  Dorsetshire,  4<th 
May,  1863. 


Notices  to  Correspondents. 


J.E.F.  Many  thanks  for  your  sug’- 
gestions,  which  are  under  considera- 
tion. On  the  other  matter  we 
refer  you  to  Messrs.  Balshaw  and 
Cash,  Church  Street,  Altrincham, 
Cheshire. 
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PERSONAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


We  have  been  reminded  lately  of  the  fable  of  the  old  man  and  his 
ass — we  cannot  but  fear  that  we  have  been  playing  a conspicuous  part  in 
the  scene  ourselves.  Unfortunately,  as  among  all  other  races  of  men, 
quarrels,  differences,  alienations,  will  spring  up  among  Entomologists. 
We  hardly  know  when  the  first  note  of  war  is  sounded ; we  find  that  our 
pages  are  laid  open  to  a controversy  before  we  know  how  to  check  it.  And, 
now  and  then,  whispers  come  to  our  ears  of  discontent  spreading  among 
our  peaceful  brethren,  who  have  never  had  the  fortune  of  crossing  swords 
with  an  adversary.  They  tell  us,  in  an  appeal  to  our  editorial  considera- 
tion, that  it  is  unjust,  and  almost  dishonest,  to  cumber  the  pages  of  our 
work  with  a dispute  which  cannot  interest  the  body  of  Entomologists  in  the 
smallest  degree.  Our  readers  at  large  look  upon  our  controversy  numbers 
as  so  much  wasted  paper ; some  of  them  go  so  far  as  to  tire  altogether  of 
the  subject.  We  remember  reading  that  when  Pitt  was  a young  statesman 
one  of  his  happiest  sayings  was  called  forth  by  witnessing  a hasty  dispute 
between  Lord  North  and  one  of  his  colleagues.  Welbore  Ellis,  who  had 
been  long  in  receipt  of  a salary  for  his  services  in  a place  which  was  itself 
a sinecure,  leaning  over  the  two  ministers,  attempted  to  decide  the  point 
at  issue — “ I shall  stay,”  said  Pitt,  with  wonderful  effect,  “ until  the  dis- 
pute between  Agamemnon  and  Achilles  is  decided  by  Nestor.” 

Now  the  worst  of  it  is  that  Pitt  returned  to  the  subject  when  the  dispute 
was  brought  to  a close ; while  our  less  enduring  subscribers  leave  Nestor-to 
look  out  for  new  contributions  and  supporters. 

Both  parties  we  cannot  please ; in  future  wo  must  rigidly  adhere  to 
peace.  We  cast  ourselves  on  the  forbearance  of  our  contributors,  to  sustain 
our  effort,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power.  We  cannot  pretend  to  decide 
between  two  antagonists ; no  possible  end  can  be  answered  by  publishing 
private  quarrels.  We  appeal,  therefore,  to  all  who  desire  the  prosperity  of 
the  “ Entomologist,  ” to  exclude  all  personal  matter  from  the  communica- 
tions with  which  they  favor  us.  We  cannot  any  longer  consent  to  be  the 
shillelah  with  which  to  chastise  our  friends. 

It  is  without  the  intention  of  reflecting  doubt  upon  the  claims  of  any  dis- 
putant that  we  make  this  declaration  ; we  make  it,  seriously,  because  the 
matter  is  one  requiring  a speedy,  decided,  and  efficient  remedy.  There  is  no 
evil  which  so  suddenly  spi’eads  discontent  and  disaffection  among  the  ranks 
of  our  contributors  as  this.  Speaking  once,  we  are  desirous  of  never  speak- 
ing again ; let  us  bury  the  subject  for  the  future ; and  meet  on  the  common 
ground  of  scientific  discussion — not  on  the  narrow  ground  that  holds 
but  two. — [Ed.  W.E.] 


Printed  for  the  Altrincham  Entomological  Society,  by  R.  & A.  WOOD,  General  Printers,  Engravers, 
and  Lithographers,  at  their  Printing  Ollicos,  Liverpool  ltoad,  near  the  Agricultural  Hall, 
Liverpool  Road,  Islington,  London,  (N.) 
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NOTES  FROM  LACORDAIRE. 

No.  IV. 


now  come  to  M.  Lacordaire’s 
second  family — the  Curabiques 
— where,  owing  to  the  great  extent 
of  the  g'enera,  and  consequently,  the 
length  of  our  author’s  observations, 
we  must  endeavour  to  compress  our 
notes  even  more  than  we  have  pre- 
viously done. 

The  commencement  of  the  re- 
marks on  this  family  is  a discussion 
of  the  distinctions  which  separate  it 
from  the  preceding  one,  and  as  most 
of  our  readers,  probably,  will  feel  no 
great  interest  in  this,  we  pass  on  to 
a consideration  of  the  more  detailed 
observations  on  the  g'enera,  merely 
extracting  one  short  passage  from 
the  introduction  to  the  family. 

“ The  Gardbiques  are  distributed 
everywhere.  They  are,  with  some 
Curculwnidcs  and  Ghrysomelines,  the 
last  Coleoptera  to  be  met  with  in  the 
frozen  region  of  the  Pole,  or  upon 
the  summits  of  high  mountaius. 
* * * This  great  family  now 
comprises  scarcely  less  than  five  or 
six  thousand  species.” 

M.  Lacordaire  divides  this  family 


[Price  2 d. 


into  two  legions,  the  first  of  which 
he  describes  as  having  “ the  anterior 
legs  entire  ; their  spines,  generally, 
both  apical.” 

Of  the  second  legion  he  says — - 
“ Anterior  legs  more  or  less  notched 
on  the  inner  side.  * * * One  spine 
of  the  anterior  legs  not  apical.”  * * 
The  first  legion  he  divides  into 
five  tribes,  of  which  he  gives  the 
following  tabulation  : — 

I.  Mesosternum  indistinct,  covered 
by  the  prosternum — Omoqdiron- 

ides. 

II.  Mesosternum  indistinct. 

A.  Spines  of  the  anterior  legs,  one 
apical,  the  other  not — Elwphrides, 

AA.  Both  these  spines  apical. 

B.  Prosternum  more  or  less  elon- 
gated behind. 

C.  First  joint  of  the  antennce  very 
lono- — Hiletides. 

O 

CC.  Antenna)  of  normal  form — - 
Gar  abides. 

BB.  Prosternum  not  prologned  be- 
hind— Gy  c hr  ides. 

The  first  of  the  above  tribes — 
Oinophronides — M.  Lacordaire  makes 
consistof  only  one  genus — Omophron . 
This  genus  consists  of  insects  a 
little  below  middle  size,  always 
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testaceous  in  colour,  with  bands  or 
spots  of  metallic  green  above,  and 
living  exclusively  on  the  border  of 
water,  where  they  generally  remain 
hidden  in  the  sand.  * * * The  species 
of  this  genus,  although  not  very 
numerous  (twenty  being  known  as 
yet),  have  a very  wide  distribution  ; 
they  are  scattered  over  Europe,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Madagascar, 
Asia,  and  North  America.” 

The  second  tribe — ElapJirides — 
contains  four  genera  : — Notiophilus, 
Elaplirus,  Bletkisa,  Trachj/pachis. 

In  Notioph ilus  “ all  the  species 
are  small,  and  have  habits  con- 
siderably similar  to  those  of  Ela- 
phrus , yet  being  a little  less  aquatic, 
as  they  are  found  far  enough  away 
from  water.  Their  great  resemblance 
inter  se  renders  it  difficult  to  separate 
the  species.  They  are  distributed 
over  Europe,  Siberia,  Northern 
Africa,  and  North  America.” 

The  genus  Elaplirus,  “ well  known 
to  entomologists,  is  peculiar  to  the 
cold  and  temperate  regions  of  the 
Old  World,  and  of  North  America. 
* * * * The  species  specially  inhabit 
the  borders  of  the  water  in  stagnant 
pools,  and  they  take  refuge  under 
the  grass  in  cracks  of  the  mud, 
whence  it  is  easy  to  eject  them  by 
casting  water  on  or  by  pressing  the 
ground  with  the  foot.” 

The  species  of  the  genus  Blethisa 
“ are,  like  the  Elaphri , of  metallic 
colour,  and  are  found  in  similar 
places.  They  are  confined  to  Europe, 


Siberia,  and  North  America.  The 
typical  species  (./>’.  muttipundata)  is 
spread  over  all  Europe,  and  is  toler- 
ably common. 

The  last  genus  appeal’s  to  consist 
of  but  one  species,  with  which  M. 
Lacordaire  is  unacquainted. 

It  seems  that  there  are  known  of 
Notiophilus  about  twenty  species,  of 
Elaplirus  nearly  thirty,  of  Ble- 
thisa something  considerably  below 
twenty,  and,  as  before  remarked, 
but  one  of  Tracliypachis. 

The  third  tribe — Hiletides — con- 
sists of  a single  genus  (Hildas), 
containing  but  two  anomalous 
species,  of  moderate  size,  and  in- 
habiting- Portuguese  Guiana,  where 
they  seem  to  be  very  rare.  They 
are  found  in  damp  woods  among 
yellow  leaves. 

The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  13. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T,  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  arc 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 
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Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate  with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

A ll  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yeivs,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  talcen  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

COLEOPTERA. 

Saperda  popnlnea. — On  the  7th  of 
March  I remarked  that  the  upper 
stems  of  some  young  aspens  (Popu- 
lus  Tremnla)  had  thrown  out  several 
rounded  excrescences,  that  made  me, 
for  the  moment,  fancy  that  I had 
secured  some  lepidopterous  treasure 
or  other  in  the  family  of  the  Clear- 
wings.  On  opening  one  of  the  knots, 
however,  I found  that  the  larva 
tenant  was  coleopterous.  A pair  of 
strong  jaws  had  enabled  it  to  rasp 
away  the  pith  and  tender  central 
wood  of  the  branch  on  which  it  fed, 
and,  in  doing-  so,  it  had  formed  for 
itself  a longitudinal  bore,  which 
served  it  for  shelter  from  without. 
The  branch,  in  the  meantime,  was 
made  to  assume  unsightly  pro- 
portions, so  much  so  as  to  attract  my 
attention.  I cut  off  several  of  the 
knots,  in  such  a manner  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  miner  within,  and 
brought  them  home  in  mv  botanv 
case,  of  course  regarding  them  as 


the  best  discovery  during  my  walk. 
The  stems  were  put  into  a broad- 
necked glass  bottle,  and  occasionally 
moistened.  Early  in  May  a beetle, 
with  long  antennne  (I  believe  the 
number  of  its  joints  is  eleven)  made 
its  exit  from  one  of  the  stems,  and  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  recognisingone 
of  the  Gerambycidce,  which  proves  to 
be  Saperda  popnlnea.  I need  not 
describe  the  beetle,  as  its  character 
will  be  readily  learned  from 
Stephen’s  “Manual ; ” and  the  grub, 
too,  is  so  like  other  beetle  grubs, 
that  a description  is  superfluous. — • 
Peter  Inchbald,  Storihes  Hall,  near 
Huddersfield,  May,  1863. 

Hymenoptera. 

Cynips  Quercus  Gemmai.- — Early 
during  this  month  I have  succeeded 
in  taking  the  Cynips  that  is  instru- 
mental in  forming  the  artichoke 
galls  on  the  oak.  The  galls  are 
well-known  to  the  entomologist.  It 
would  seem  that  the  Cynips  usually 
selects  the  terminating  bud  of  the 
oak  shoot  as  best  suited  to  its  pur- 
pose. This  bud  being  crippled  in  its 
growth  produces  overlapping  scales, 
which  diminish  gradually  from  the 
base  of  the  bud  to  the  summit,  and 
after  the  appearance  of  an  artichoke 
in  miniature.  In  the  centre  of  the 
scales  is  a small  pear-shaped  nut, 
which  is  tenanted  by  five  or  six  larvce, 
each  in  its  own  honey-comb-like 
cell.  These  subsist  on  the  juices  of 
the  tiny  nut,  and,  when  these  juices 
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are  exhausted,  they  change  into  the 
pupa  state,  finally  to  emerge  with 
wings  and  all  the  conditions  of  a 
perfect  existence.  I have  hatched 
several,  and  have  had  a good  oppor- 
tunity of  noticing  their  movements 
in  the  glass-tipped  box  that  contains 
them.  They  are  not  sluggish,  as 
the  species  that  tenants  the  oak- 
apples  on  the  leaves  of  the  oak,  or 
the  round  woody  galls  on  the  stems 
themselves.  They  differ  again,  as  I 
have  said,  in  leading  a social  rather 
than  a solitary  life,  as  is  the  case 
with  those  to  which  I have  alluded. 
The  characters  of  the  Cynips  are 
these  : — Body  glossy,  black  mouth, 
legs  and  attennge  black,  variegated 
with  amber  brown ; wings  hyaline, 
with  nerves  strongly  marked.  — 
Peter  Inchbald,  Storthes  Hall , near 
Huddersfield. 

Lepidoptera. 

Unknown  Larva. — Can  you,  or 
any  of  your  correspondents,  inform 
me  to  what  species  the  larva , of 
which  the  following  is  a description, 
belong-s  ? — Sixteen-footed ; brown, 
with  faint  orange  longitudinal  lines 
and  dots,  also  an  oblique  orange 
dash  on  the  fourth  segment ; the 
twelfth  segment  elevated,  terminat- 
ing in  two  short  points  ; a few  short, 
scanty,  and  scarcely-noticeable  hairs 
on  the  head  and  sides ; the  belly 
whitish,  with  a chain  of  black 
patches;  feeding  on  hawthorn.  I 
have  taken  upwards  of  twenty 


during  last  month  and  the  first  week 
of  this  month,  by  beating  the  thorn 
hedges  round  our  orchard.  When 
taken  they  were  all  under  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch,  now  one  has 
reached  an  inch  and  a half,  and 
another  one  inch.  They  appear  to 
belong  to  the  genus  Notodonta.  Are 
they  Camelina  ? If  so,  are  they  to 
be  expected  out  this  summer  ? — Rev. 
Percy  Andrews,  Lilleshall,  Newport, 
Salop,  May  1 1 th,  18G3. 

[Our  correspondent's  larva  is  not 
Camelina.  That  species  is  out  from 
August  to  September  or  October. 
We  cannot  tell  from  the  description 
what  it  is,  unless  it  be  Noctna 
Brunnea,  which  we  should  hardly 
expect  to  find,  however,  on  thorn.  — 
Ed.  W.E.] 

A.  Solaris. — I took  a single  speci- 
men of  Acontia  Solaris  in  1859.  It 
was  not,  of  course,  a new  species, 
but  it  is  unnoticed  in  the  “ Manual,” 
as  it  had  been  placed  in  the  list  of 
reputed  British  species,  on  account 
of  the  long  interval  which  had 
elapsed  since  its  last  capture. 
Neither  has  Mr.  Doubleday,  as  yet, 
seen  fit  to  replace  it  in  the  list  of 
British  species.  Still  I cannot  but 
think  it  must  be  a native,  as  it  could 
hardly  have  crossed  the  Channel  on 
the  wing  ; and  I am  not  aware  that, 
at  the  nearest  harbour  (some  four 
miles  from  the  spot  on  which  I took 
it),  there  is  any  direct  communi- 
cation with  France,  where  it  occurs. 
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I may  add,  also,  that,  though  Mr. 
Stainton,  in  the  “ Annual”  for  1863, 
records  it  under  the  name  of  Solaris, 
I sent  the  notice  to  him  of  the  cap- 
ture, as  ATbicollis,  on  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Doubleday,  who  had  seen  the 
insect.  The  thorax  is  certainly 
white,  which  is  not  the  case  with 
Solaris,  and  M.  Guenee’s  remark 
that  “ it  (i.e.,  ATbicollis ) becomes 
commoner  as  we  advance  south- 
ward, whilst  the  contrary  is  the  case 
with  its  congener,”  scarcely  war- 
rants his  previous  supposition  that 
“ no  doubt  it  occurs  in  the  same 
localities  as  Solaris.''  I make  these 
remarks  because  it  occurs  to  me  that 
my  specimen  being  granted  to  be 
Albicollis  (whether  variety  or 
species),  and  Albicollis  being  com- 
moner in  the  south  than  the  north 
of  France,  this  diminishes  veiy  con- 
siderably the  probability  of  its 
having  crossed  the  Channel,  whether 
on  the  wing  or  on  shipboard.  If 
the  specimens  taken,  according  to 
Westwood,  twenty  years  ago,  and 
again,  according  to  Stephens  (as 
quoted  by  Mr.  Stainton),  ten  and  six 
years  ago,  were  really  Solaris , my 
specimen  of  Albicollis  may  be  deemed 
a new  British  species.  I wish  it 
may  turn  up  again,  and  I cannot  but 
think  it  will,  if  diligently  sought  for 
in  the  southern  counties. 

I write  this  in  order  to  learn 
whether  you  would  care  for  a des- 
cription of  the  species  for  your  pro- 
posed work,  or  whether  you  mean  to 


confine  yourself  to  species  hitherto 
quite  undescribed. — Percy  Andrews, 
Lillcshall,  Newport,  Salop,  May  16, 
1863. 

[Such  a description  as  the  one 
which  Mr.  Andrews  kindly  volun- 
teers, with  a notice  of  habits  and 
locality,  is  just  what  we  want.  He 
cannot  be  too  minute  in  his  com- 
munication. Observations  on  a 
specimen  captured  in  England  by 
himself  will  be  very  valuable. — Ed. 
W.E.] 

CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Acrognatlms  Mandibularis. — Hav- 
ing lately  visited  some  localities 
in  the  London  district,  I have  great 
pleasure  in  reporting  the  capture, 
among  other  species  of  Acrognatlms 
Mandibularis,  in  a new  locality.  This 
insect  is  not  new  to  the  London 
district,  but  as  it  is  extremely  rare, 
only  four  or  five  specimens  having 
been  captured,  it  may  interest  the 
readers  of  the  “ Entomologist.” — 
T.  Blackburn,  Woodford,  London,  N. 

LEPIDOPrERA. 

Captures  in  Westmoreland. — Since 
my  last  communication  1 have  taken 
the  following  : — 

La ucophas ia  Sinap is. 

Nola  Cristulalis. 

Lithosia  Complanula — larvae. 

Corycia  Temerata. 

Eupithoscia  Indig  at  a,  and  one  un- 
unknown species. 
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Ysipetes  Ruber  at  a. 

Ant  idea  Dcrivata. 

Cidaria  Psitticata. 

Acronyda  Menyanthidis. 

Phoxopteryx  Encana. 

Evpcecilia  Ruficiliaua. 

Epigraphia  Avellanella. 

Incurvaria  Pedinea. 

Micropteryx  Thunbergella. 

Gelechia — one  unknown. 

Acroiepia  Awtumnitella. 

Gracilaria  Auroguttella. 

Gracilaria  Fat  coni  penned  a. 

Onrix  Betulcevorella. 

Elachista  Kilmunella. 

E.  Cincrcoj) unctella. 

Lithocolletis  Emberizoepenella. 

Nepticula  Salicis. 

J.  B.  Hodgkinson,  Witherslack , 
May  10,  18G3. 

Captures  in  the  London  District. — 
A few  of  the  insects  captured  by 
myself  and  my  friend,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  may  be  interesting  to  the 
readers  of  the  “ Entomologist.”  The 
species  mentioned  have  been  cap- 
tured during  the  present  spring,  and, 
in  those  cases  where  an  insect  has 
been  specially  local,  I have,  gene- 
rally, appended  localities. 

A.  Euphrosyne , West  Wickham, 
very  common. 

E.  Radiella. 

T.  Rubricosa,  Shooter’s  Hill. 

T.  Gracilis  and  Munda , Epping 
Forest. 

X.  IAthoriza,  common. 

If.  Arbuti , Epping  Forest. 


D.  Falcataria,  West  Wickham. 

P.  Lacertinaria,  ditto 

V.  Maculata,  common  at  W est 
W ickham. 

E.  Dolobraria. 

N.  Jfispidaria,  rather  scarce  this 
year.  Bred  the  female  from  last 
year’s  eggs. 

If.  Abruptaria,  at  rest  on  palings. 

T.  Crepuscularia,  very  common — 
West  Wickham,  &c. 

T.  Laricaria,  Shirley,  &c. — a long 
series. 

E.  Pendtdaria,  West  Wickham 
and  Darenth.  The  latter  locality 
appears  a very  fine  one  for  Lepidop- 
tera  and  Coleoptcra. 

A.  Candidata,  common. 

A.  Pidaria. 

C.  Punctata,  Dover. 

E.  Pulsillata,  West  Wickham. 

E.  Indigata,  Shirley. 

E.  Nanata,  ditto. 

E.  Vulgata,  everywhere. 

E.  Assirmlata,  Beckenham. 

E.  Abbreviata,  everywhere. 

E.  Exiguata. 

E.  Curonata,  several. 

E.  Dodoncata,  common. 

L.  Viretata,  on  palings. 

L.  Multistrigaria. 

A.  Dcrivata,  on  palings  and  flying. 
Beckenham,  &c. 

C.  Silaceata,  West  Wickham. 

If.  Rostralis,  flying  at  dusk. 

P.  P urpnraii s,  very  abundant. 

P.  Anguinalis,  common. 

( Oh  rysonucli  ell  us. 

P.  lmmundana,  a scries. 
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A.  Strobilana , West  Wickham. 

8.  Weir  an  a. 

S.  NUidana. 

D.  Simpliciana. 

H.  Fimbriana,  near  Richmond. 

G.  Plumbagana. 

G.  Albersana. 

F.  Maoulosana. 

T).  Salicella. 

8.  Steinlcellneriana,  Hartford  and 
West  Wickham. 

T.  Pnsticella. 

J.  Muscalella,  very  abundant. 

J.  Pedinea,  scarce. 

M.  Calthella. 

M,  T1  umber gella,  Shirley. 

„ Purpurella , common. 

„ Salopiellaf  ditto. 

„ Semipurpurella,  ditto. 

„ Sparmanella.  ditto. 

„ Unimaculella,  Plumstead. 

„ Subpurpurella , abundant. 

A.  Viridella,  very  abundant. 

S.  Griseo-capitdla,  West  Wick- 
ham. 

S.  Pyrella,  abundant  everywhere. 
JJ.  Arenella,  Wimbledon,  &c. 

G.  Nigra. 

jD.  Sulphurella,  abundant. 

2E.  Psucdo-spr della. 

G.  Fusco-viridella. 

T.  Sericiellum,  very  common. 

0.  Pinariella,  Plumstead. 

G.  Siuederella. 

G.  Elongella,  West  Wickham. 

G.  Syringella,  Greenhithe. 

G.  Gucidipennellum,  Greenhithe. 

0.  Anglicdla,  common. 

C.  Viminitella. 


G.  Lutipennella. 

C.  Cheer ophylellus,  Wimbledon. 

C.  Flavicaput. 

C.  Festaliella. 

A.  Pfeifferella,  a beautiful  series. 

F.  Nigrella,  common. 

F.  Obscurella,  ditto. 

F.  Megerlella,  one  at  Croydon.  . 

L.  P omifoliella,  Dartford. 

L.  Quercifoliella,  common. 

„ Mesaniella,  ditto. 

„ Cramerella  ditto. 

„ Tenella,  not  uncommon. 

„ Trifasciella. 

L.  Clerdcella,  Plumstead. 

G.  Laburnella,  abundant. 

N.  Anomalella,  Darenth. 

N.  Betulicola , Beckenham. 

N.  Aurelia,  Snaresbi’ook  — very 
common. 

P.  Pterodadylus , common;  some 
specimens  very  fine. 

Stanley  Leigh,  Woodford. 

F.  Tresignata. — My  friend,  Mr. 
Hind,  has  bred  this  species  from 
larvae,  taken  by  myself  in  this  dis- 
tinct, on  the  10th  of  September  last. 
It  is  very  abundant  in  the  woods 
about  here  on  Angelica  Sylvestris,  and 
I am  glad  to  say  that  I have  a goodly 
number  in  p apa.  I shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  any  g-entleman  who  is  in 
want  of  this  species,  or  of  E.  Indigata. 
The  latter  is  now  out  in  fir  woods 
here,  and  occurs  rather  freely. — • 
W.  Prest,  Gastlegate,  Yorlc. 

Several  Communications  unavoid- 
ably stand  over. 
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CLASSIFICATION. 


OUR  attention  has  lately  been 
attracted  to  a new  genus,  and  to 
one,  moreover,  which  has  been  little 
worked.  We  owe  our  first  ideas  on 
the  subject  to  “ Orthosia.”  He  has 
directed  us  to  a classification,  not  of 
Lepidoptera,  but  of  Lepidopterists  : 
of  insect-hunters,  not  of  insects 
themselves. 

The  genus  is  characterised,  we 
must  confess,  by  many  pleasing 
features ; and  is  not,  upon  the 
whole,  difficult  to  understand.  As 
a rule  the  species  show  in  very 
pleasing  colours,  but  a prevailing 
sluggishness  causes  the  habits  to  be 
very  retired.  'The  perfect  insects 
are  most  frequently  to  be  met  with 
in  the  London  district ; but  single 
specimens  are  to  be  found  in  the 
provinces.  In  some  respects  they 
may  be  compared  to  the  male  of 
Apatura  Iris,  being,  at  times,  very 
pugnacious,  and  returning  obsti- 
nately to  the  conflict. 

Occasionally  we  observe  an  in- 
stance of  extreme  voracity — a skilful 
and  strong-limbed  veteran  pouncing 
upon  a collection  of  his  less  ex- 


perienced brethren,  and  exhibiting 
himself  in  an  unfavourable  and 
cannibal  light. 

Seriously  we  would  ask  our 
readers  to  pay  attention  to  our 
correspondent’s  remarks.  The  sub- 
ject is  one  upon  which  we  have  often 
felt  that  a word  was  wanted.  A re- 
luctance to  bring  a direct  complaint 
has  deterred  us  from  any  previous 
exhortation  ; but  we  are  anxious  to 
elicit  a few  good  lists,  and  a fair 
share  of  assistance  from  those  who 
are  well  qualified  to  give  both. 
Surely  the  dormant  “ swells  ” might 
emerg’e  from  their  seclusion  suf- 
ficiently to  bear  a part  in  the  work. 

After  all  there  is  very  little  to 
daunt  any  brother  Entomologist  in 
what  we  propose.  Almost  all  of  us, 
we  may  perhaps  say  all,  keep  some 
sort  of  diary  or  note  book  of  our 
captures,  observations,  and  dis- 
coveries. One  hour  devoted  to  a 
compilation  of  interesting  extracts 
is  what  we  ask.  If  each  of  our  sub-* 
scribers  would  give  this  one  hour 
every  month,  how  well  our  pages 
would  be  filled  with  excellent  in- 
formation. 

There  are  some  to  whom  we 
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already  owe  our  warm  thanks  as 
earnest  supporters — as  constant  and 
willing  contributors.  Their  efforts 
are  the  more  valuable  to  us  because 
they  are  spontaneous.  Their  spon- 
taneity expresses  a heartiness  of  co- 
operation that  cannot  fail  to  gratify 
us.  In  such  an  undertaking"  as  the 

O 

“ Entomologist  ” the  real  desire  of 
the  subscribers  for  its  success  is 
synonymous  with  that  success,  the 
one  follows  upon  the  other  inevitably, 
unfolded  by  the  creative  energy  of 
its  moving  power. 

As  the  entomologist  gets  older, 
his  curiosity  to  see  his  name  in  print 
wanes  and  expires.  He  is  given  to 
solitary  wanderings  in  choice  locali- 
ties ; to  stealthy  captures  of  incon- 
ceivable Nepticulce ; to  the  smoking 
of  pipes  where  no  eye  can  see ; to 
rapid  accumulation  of  rare  larvae ; to 
hidden  doings  whereof  no  man 
knoweth. 

There  is  a mass  of  information 
now  lying  'perdu,  which  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  success  of  sucli  a 
scheme  as  we  lately  proposed  to  our 
contributors — information  which  lies 
hidden  at  one  fountain-head,  which 
it  is  impossible  to  gain  access  to  but 
by  one  especial  source.  We  hear  of 
a species,  which  is  asserted  to  be  a 
new  one,  and  which  comes  upon  us 
unexpectedly  from  some  hitherto 
unexplored  locality.  It  dies  out, 
however,  with  a brilliant  and 
metcor-like  flash ; and  is  thence- 


forward obscured  in  the  most  pro- 
found mystery. 

With  regard  to  this  undetermined 
class  we  may  say,  in  conclusion,  with 
Mr.  Moore — 

“ Whosoe’er  of  this  lost  treasure  knows. 
Is  begged  to  state  all  facts  about  it. 

As  the  Editor  can’t  well  face  his  foes, 

Nor  even  his  friends,  just  now,  with- 
out it.” 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  0.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooks, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Ymvs,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Lepidoptera. 

Aleucis  Pictaria.  — This  insect 
ought  not  to  be  scarce  in  England.  I 
have  observed  its  habits  carefully, 
and  cannot  see  why  it  should  be 
confined  to  one  locality.  Its  favourite 
position  is  one  of  complete  repose 
on  the  lower  twigs  of  stunted  black- 
thorn. It  is  very  sluggish,  and  is 
hardly  ever  to  be  found  on  nights 
following  a very  wet  day.  Where- 
ever  there  is  any  extent  of  low 
blackthorn  bushes  it  ought  to  occur. 
M.  Guenee,  I believe,  has  found  it 
partial  to  the  flowers  of  blackthorn, 
at  dusk,  over  which  he  has  seen  it 
flying’.  I have  generally  found  it 
far  too  sluggish  to  fly  at  all.  It  is, 
I should  think,  likely  to  occur  some- 
where in  the  north,  if  well  looked 
for. — J.  B.  Blackburn. 

TTnJcnown  Larva.- — The  larva  des- 
cribed by  the  Rev.  Percy  Andrews, 
in  to-day’s  “ Weekly  Entomologist,” 
is  undoubtedly  Miselia  Oxycanthce. — 
William  Buckler,  Lumley  Cottage, 
JEmsworth , Hants,  May  23,  1863. 

Spring  Collecting  at  West  Wick- 
ham. — Although  this  excellent 
locality  is  perfectly  well-known,  from 
its  accessibility  to  the  London  Lepi- 
dopterists,  some  account  of  it  may 
not  be  altogether  uninteresting  to 
those  who  live  in  the  “ provinces.” 
The  village  lies  three  or  four  miles 


south  of  Beckenham,  Kent,  and  as 
one  entrance  to  the  wood  is  not  far 
distant,  when  first  I began  to  visit 
it,  I used  to  take  a long  and  most 
dreary  walk,  by  a dusty  high  road, 
from  that  half  rural,  half  suburban, 
little  town,  occasionally,  perhaps, 
taking  Anticlea  Derivata,  or  Xylo- 
campa  Lithorhiza,  on  the  palings, 
which  skirt  the  road  throughout. 
Eupithecia  Vulgata  was  also  sure  to 
be  well  represented,  and  I once  took 
Assimilata  among  its  “vulgar  ” con- 
geners. In  the  Tineoe,  Cemiostorma 
Ldburnella  was  in  great  plenty,  to- 
gether with  a miscellaneous  assem- 
blage of  Litlio  colletes.  Arrived  in 
the  wood,  we  pass,  on  our  right,  a 
wood  clearing,  where  is,  however,  a 
goodly  array  of  oaks,  but  Acidalia 
Bemutata  is  about,  the  best  thing  I 
ever  took  off  them.  If  we  examine 
the  piled-up  birch  faggots,  we  are 
sure  to  see  some  ^active,  very  small 
moths  ; these  are  Tinagma  Sericiella. 
The  other  side  of  the  path  is  occupied 
by  a dense  thicket  of  birches,  from 
which,  I believe,  I have  taken  all  the 
spring  Mycropteryges  freely,  though 
M.  Suhpurpurella  is  attached  rather 
to  oaks.  Keeping  the  path  to  the 
left  we  arrive  at  an  avenue  of  fir 
trees,  which,  with  the  neighbouring 
oaks,  beeches,  &c.,  will  well  repay  a 
search  ; Cidaria  Silaceata  is  a con- 
spicuous object  at  rest  on  their 
trunks.  The  fine-grown  birches 
also  give  rest  to  the  handsome 
Ephyra  Pendularia,  and  Pliloeodes 
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Demarniana  may  be  beaten  from  the 
boughs ; Platypteryx  Lucertala  may 
also  be  so  obtained.  If  there  are  no 
game  keepers  about  we  will  take  a 
short  raid  on  the  heath,  leaving  the 
gay  Venilia  Maculata  to  enjoy  its 
gambols  in  the  woodland  glades. 
Panagra  Petraria  and  Fidonia  Ato- 
maria  at  once  greet  us ; but  as  we 
have  been  trespassing  rather  rashly, 
we  had,  perhaps,  better  betake  our- 
selves to  the  safe  and  profitable  ex- 
amination of  the  fence.  Platypteryx 
Falcula  is  first  boxed,  then  the  ec- 
centric looking  but  elegant  Grracil- 
laria  Elongella  is  recognised,  and 
shares  the  same  fate.  The  common 
Dodoneata  and  Abbreviata  represent 
the  “ Pugs.”  But  let  us  diverge 
again  into  the  road  for  a few 
minutes,  turning  through  this  gate 
on  our  right,  down  a gloomy  avenue 
of  larch.  Tephrosia  Biundularia  at 
once  rewards  us,  being  a very  strik- 
ing insect  at  rest,  and  the  beating 
stick  dislodges  the  very  local  Eu- 
pithecia  Pusillata  and  Coccyx  Stro- 
bilana.  But  having  taken  as  many 
of  these  as  we  consider  necessary,  to- 
gether with  a few  Sivammerdammia 
Griseo-capitella , we  are  brought  to 
the  end  of  the  fence,  so  we  will  re- 
fresh ourselves  at  the  “ Fox,”  at 
Shirley,  and  make  the  best  of  our 
way  to  Croydon  or  Norwood  station, 
with  the  prospect  of  visiting  the 
Shirley  downs  at  no  distant  day. — 
Todd  Flyshort. 


Diptera. 

Phytomyza  Aquifolii. — I have  this 
morning  succeeded  in  hatching  the 
fly  that  is  instrumental  in  blotching 
the  leaves  of  the  common  holly,  and 
thus  so  seriously  disfiguring  the 
beauty  of  our  native  evergreen.  Its 
history  would  seem  to  be  as  follows  : 
at  the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning 
of  June  the  parent  fly  deposits  one 
egg-  or  more  in  the  young  and  tender 
leaves  at  the  end  of  the  shoot.  The 
larva  is  soon  hatched,  and  begins  its 
mining  operations,  preying  upon  the 
pareuchyma  of  the  leaves,  and  feed- 
ing in  security  below  the  surface. 
The  tunnel  increases  with  its  growth, 
and  in  process  of  time  becomes  con- 
spicuous as  a single  blotch,  whence  a 
shaft  is  driven,  not  unfrequently 
towards  the  edge  of  the  leaf.  In 
this  blotch  the  larva  feeds  through 
the  winter,  not  assuming  its  pupal 
garments  till  the  close  of  March  or 
beginning  of  April,  The  larva  is 
smooth,  oval,  yellowish  white,  with 
brownish  head ; apodous  as  dipterous 
insects  usually  are.  The  pupa  is 
light  brown,  adhering  by  one  end  to 
the  epidermis  of  the  leaf,  which  is 
thinner  here  than  in  the  surround- 
ing parts.  The  imago  is  found  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Its 
characters  are  accurately  given  in 
Mr.  Walker’s"  Diptera  Britannica,” 
Vol.  II.;  and  an  account  of  the 
economy  of  the  fly  appeared  in  the 
“ Revue  et  Magazin  de  Zoolagie,” 
for  1851,  from  the  pen  of  M. 
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Desvoidy. — Peter  Inchbald,  Storthes 
Hall , near  Huddersfield,  May  16, 
1863. 

CAPTURES. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  in  Cheshire.  — During 
February,  March,  and  April  of  this 
year  I captured,  among  others,  the 
following  Coleoptera  in  the  North  of 
Cheshire.  I have  omitted  the  com- 
monest species  from  the  list,  and,  in 
general,  those  which  I mentioned  as 
occurring  commonly  in  the  locality, 
in  my  communication  of  January 
last. 

Cicindela  campestris,  common  at 
Delamere  Forest  on  April  3.  This 
is  very  early  for  the  species. 

Dyschirius  globosus , one  at  Car- 
rington Moss. 

Leistus  fulvibarbis,  abundant  near 
Tabley.  This  seems  a local  species. 

Cardbus  violaceus,  several.  This 
is  generally  considered  a southern 
insect. 

Calathus  piceus,  one  near  Ashley. 

C.  cisteloides,  common.  One 
specimen  of  the  black-legged 
variety. 

Amara  Obsoleta,  one  in  a dunghill 
at  Broadheath. 

A.  trivialis,  one  in  Dunham  Park. 

A.  fcmiliaris,  two  on  Carrington 
Moss. 

A.  consularis,  three  specimens. 

Harpalus  latus,  common. 

Brady  cellus  cognatus , common  on 
Carrington  Moss. 


Bembidium  rufescens,  not  un- 
common in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bowdon. 

Hyphidrus  ovatus.  rather  com- 
mon in  ponds  near  Ashley. 

Falagria  Sulcata,  several  near 
Bowdon. 

Oxypoda  ruficornis , Dunham. 

Homalota  vicina,  in  the  Bollin 
Y alley,  and  at  Delamere  Forest. 

H.  euryptera,  on  Carrington  Moss 
Common. 

Phloepora  corticalis,  Bowdon. 

Leucopa/ryphus  silphoides,  in  a 
dunghill  at  Ashley. 

Tachinus  humeralis,  common  near 
Bowdon. 

Quedius  fulgidus,  rather  common. 

Q.  impressus,  ditto. 

Q.  molochinus,  not  common. 

Q.  boops,  several. 

Leistotroplms  nebulosus,  Delamere 
Forest. 

Staphylinus  erythropterus,  Bollin 
Y alley. 

Bhilonthus  intermedins,  scarce. 

P.  laminatus , extremely  abund- 
ant. 

P.  decorus,  very  common.  Fre- 
quently found  under  logs  of  wood. 

P.  politus,  not  common. 

P.  varius,  two  or  three  specimens. 

P.  varians,  common  on  Carrington 
Moss. 

P.  ventralis.  rather  scarce. 

Ediscoideus,  rather  scarce. 

Othius  fulvipennis,  very  common. 

0.  Melanocephalus,  very  common 
on  Carrington  Moss. 
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Bcvptolinus  alternans,  common  in 
Dunham  Park. 

Lathrobium  geminum,  not  un- 
common. 

Grytobium  fracticorne,  one  in  the 
Bollin  Y alley. 

Stilicus  rufipes,  common  in  Dun- 
ham Park. 

Stenus  bimaculatus.  not  uncom- 
mon in  the  Bollin  V alley,  but  always 
singly. 

S.  providus,  Bowdon. 

S.  nigritulus,  one  in  a dunghill  at 
Bowdon. 

8.  picipes,  by  sweeping  in  the 
Bollin  Valley. 

8.  nitidiusculus,  near  Chat  Moss, 
in  a ditch. 

S.  impressus,  common  at  Dunham. 
S.  tarsalis,  very  abundant  in  the 
Bollin  Valley. 

S.  oculatus,  ditto. 

Platystetlms  morsitans,  in  dung, 
Bollin  Abbey. 

Oxytelus  laqueatus,  ditto,  ditto, 
very  abundant. 

0.  Sculptumtus,  rather  scarce. 
OlopTvrum  piceum , Dunham  Park 
and  Carrington  Moss. 

Deliphrum  teetum,  one  in  the 

Bollin  Valley. 

L!  Mcgarthrus  sinuatocoUls,  common 
on  dung  in  Dunham  Park. 

Seydmcenus  collaris,  a few  in  Dun- 
ham Park. 

Agathidium  nigripenne,  the  Bollin 
Valley. 

Histor  Bimaculatus , one  in  a 

dunghill,  Ashley. 


Parnus  prolifericornis,  in  rotten 
wood,  Agden  valley. 

P.  auriculatus , ditto,  ditto. 

Hyd/robius  fuscipes , Carrington 
Moss. 

Typhosus  vulgaris , two  females  in 
Dunham  Park. 

Apliodius  Merdarius,  one  in  the 
Bollin  Valley. 

Cyphon  padi,  Delamere  Forest! 
beaten  from  fir. 

Ilelops  striatus,  excessively  abun- 
dant in  Delamere  Forest,  particularly 
in  nests  of  Formica  fuliginosa. 

Anthicus  pedicularius , a few  in  a 
dunghill  at  Ashley. 

Salpingus  castoneus , at  Delamere 
Forest.  Beaten  from  fir. 

Ay  ion  JEthiops,  Bollin  Valley,  and 
by  sweeping  the  herbage. 

A.  afer , Bollin  Valley.  Very 
common. 

A.  humile  with  A.  ccthiops. 

Strophosomus  Coryli,  common. 

Sitones  lineatus,  ditto. 

S.  flavescens,  one  near  Rostlicrne. 

S.  suturaUs,  one. 

Liophloeus  nubilus,  one  at  Bow- 
don. 

TTylobms  Abietis,  Carrington  Moss 
and  Delamere  Forest. 

Liosomus  ovatulus , rather  common 
in  the  Bollin  Valley. 

Otiorhyndius  sulcatus,  one  at  Bow- 
don. 

Enrh  inus  maculatus , common  on 
sallows  in  the  Bollin  Valley. 

Ehagium  bifasciatnm,  not  un- 
common in  Delamere  Forest. 
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Timarcha  Lcevigata , common  at 
Northwich. 

Grepidodera  Modeeri , two  speci- 
mens in  the  Bollin  Valley,  by  sweep- 
ing. 

Apteropeda  splendida,  one  in  the 
Bollin  Valley. 

Goccinella  oblong  oguttata,  very 
common  in  Delamere  Borest.  Beaten 
from  fir. 

G.  ocellata,  rather  scarce  on  the 
firs  at  Delamere  Forest. 

Trichop teryx  grandieollis,  on  Car- 
rington Moss. 

Tychus  niger,  one  in  the  Bollin 
Valley. 

Thomas  Blackburn,  The  Yews, 
Woodford,  Essex. 

Lepidoptera. 

Lepidoptera  bred  and  captured. — 
In  October  last  I bred  several 
IT.  Pennaria,  male  and  female,  and 
one  P.  Gassinea. 

In  November  I also  bred  H.  Pen- 
naria, and  beautiful  varieties  of  II. 
TJcfoliaria.  H.  Aurantiaria  I cap- 
tured with  the  net ; it  is  not  common 
here.  In  December  I bred  two  very 
fine  P.  Populi,  male  and  female ; 
male  and  female  Aurantiaria-,  and 
more  Defoliaria.  In  January,  1863? 
the  season  commenced  with  mild 
weather,  and  I bred  several  P.  Pilo- 
saria, fine  and  rich  in  colour.  Febru- 
ary was  a mild  month,  and  I bred 
•several  more  P.  Pilosaria ; and,  upon 
the  10th,  A.  Prodomaria,  and  con- 
tinued emerging  up  to  the  20th  of 


March,  and  I again  obtained  a fine 
series  of  the  insect. 

G.  Flavicornis  appeared  in  my 
breeding  cage  upon  the  15th,  and  a 
fine  series  of  them  emerged,  the  last 
upon  the  4rd  of  March.  T.  Munda 
peeped  out  upon  the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary. Upon  March  4th  another  P. 
Pilosaria  made  his  late  entree ; and, 
on  the  20th,  P.  Palpina  burst  forth, 
and  was  succeeded  by  several  others, 
the  last  upon  the  5th  of  May.  A. 
AEscularia  was  a laggard,  and  did  not 
wake  up  until  the  20th  March ; his 
lady  love  was  equally  tardy,  and 
crept  out  the  same  day.  T.  Populeti 
(a  pair)  emerged  the  31st  March. 
Early  in  April  I procured  a few  con- 
coons  of  8.  Apiformis.  G.  Reclusa 
and  G.  Gurtula  came  out  of  pupa 
upon  the  4th  April,  and  continued 
emerging  up  to  the  8th  of  May.  An 
unusually  fine  V.  Ziczac  (the  pupa  I 
dug  from  under  the  poplar)  emerged 
in  my  breeding  cage  upon  the  15  th 
of  the  present  month.  Its  great 
size  renders  it  extremely  welcome. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  a long 
space  of  time  has  intervened  between 
the  appearance  of  the  first  and  last 
of  some  of  the  species  above  men- 
tioned, and  others  have  been  very 
late  in  presenting  themselves  in  the 
winged  state.  This  irregularity  has, 
I conceive,  been  mainly  owing  to  the 
three  last  cold  and  rainy  seasons. — ■ 
Abraham  Edmunds,  The  Ty thing, 
Worcester,  May  18,  1863. 
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NOTICES  OF  CAPTURES. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Weekly  Entomologist. 

Gentlemen, — A subscriber  and  contributor  to  the  “ Entomologist,” 
and  a devoted  admirer  of  it,  I yet  address  this  letter  in  a tone  of  serious 
reproach,  not  of  the  Editors,  but  of  the  great  mass  of  active  collectors, 
or  scientific  entomologists,  who  read  its  pages.  My  complaint  is  of  their 
lethargy,  not  in  their  work,  but  in  the  due  reporting  thereof.  I know 
that  every  collector  in  active  work  must  have  the  materials  of  a good 
long  list  of  captures  this  season,  but  of  such  lists  we  have  sadly  too 
few.  No  doubt  this  proceeds  from  the  fact  that  few  have  made  captures 
of  extraordinary  rarity ; but  if  I thought  that  the  “ Entomologist  ” was 
reserved  for  such  notices  only,  I,  for  one,  should  soon  cease  to  be  a 
subscriber.  I ew  things,  I think,  are  read  with  such  general  interest  by  an 
entomological  reader  as  lists  of  captures.  They  tell  him  what  is  being  done 
by  others  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  show,  at  least,  who  is 
working  hard.  Such  a list  cannot  be  composed  exclusively  of  rarities — not 
even  of  good  things — therefore  let  us  have  what  we  can,  viz. : lists  of  all 
species  not  occurring  absolutely  everywhere. 

Lists  from  those  whose  collecting  ground  is  little  known  would  be 
peculiary  acceptable ; but  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  hear  some- 
thing of  the  movements  of  those  who  can  only  visit  the  most  hackneyed 
localities  in  the  Metropolitan  district.  Many  entomologists  will,  no  doubt, 
go  “ from  home  " for  Whitsuntide,  and  an  account  of  their  dealings  with 
the  insect  world  in  various  parts  of  Britain  would  be  particularly  readable. 

I hope  to  see  one  or  two  lists  of  Whitsuntide  holiday  captures  soon.  Some 
few  entomologists  there  are  who  are  not  only  free  from  this  wholesale 
complaint,  but  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  as  they  have  done 
almost  more  than  their  share.  All  honour  to  them,  then;  but  it  will  add  to 

rather  than  diminish  their  laurels  if  others  follow  their  bright  example. 

I enclose  my  card,  and  remain  yours,  &c.,  Orthosia 

^AIDAAIEIE^TISIEIIVIIIEIUTT. 


Dedicated  by  Permission  to  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Westminster  K.G. 
President  of  the  Royal  Society  for  tho  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 
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SUGARING. 


The  sugaring  season  has  come 
round  to  us  again.  Be  the  reason 
what  it  may,  there  is  a peculiar 
charm  about  this  method  of  collect- 
ing, which  appears  to  he  felt  by  all 
who  join  in  the  study  of  the  insect 
world.  It  comes  to  us  for  but  a 
short  time  each  year — comes  to  us 
with  the  budding  trees  and  balmy 
air  of  spring ; and  leaves  us  with 
the  ripe  glory  of  autumn,  when 
Nature’s  hand  has  showered  her 
richest  treasures  in  their  full  perfec- 
tion. We  all  welcome  it  with  plea- 
sure, for  it  brings  many  a delight 
with  it  that  we  hardly  known  else- 
where. 

Perhaps  we  owe  this  feeling  in 
some  measure  to  the  close  contact 
into  which  we  come  with  those 
beauties  of  the  creation,  which,  in 
our  narrow-mindedness,  we  are  apt 
to  pass  unheeded.  Who  that  has 
gone  foi’th  alone,  on  one  of  those 
cloudless  evenings,  which  seem  as 
if  they  would  never  change,  and 
fade,  and  darken  into  night,  to  follow 
his  delightful  study,  in  the  deep  re- 
cesses of  the  woods,  has  not  felt 


what  we  describe?  For  there  he 
sees  the  world,  as  it  came  from  the 
moulding  of  the  hand  that  formed  it, 
in  all  the  stillness  of  its  primeval 
beauty.  He  marks  the  ruddy  beams 
that  circle  all  things  with  a veil  of 
golden  loveliness,  and  crown  the 
earth  with  a melting  splendour,  ’ere 
their  source  and  giver  sinks  from 
view.  And,  by  and  bye,  when 
sounds  have  ceased,  and  the  last  note 
of  song  has  died  away,  into  the  utter 
stillness  and  majesty  of  night — when 
no  rustling  leaf  or  whispering  breeze 
can  break  upon  the  hush  that  seems 
as  if  it  must  never  be  broken — when 
the  tender  light  of  the  summer’s  sky 
but  half  reveals  the  wild  and  varied 
beauty  of  forest  glade  or  mountain 
slope ; then,  indeed,  he  sees  the 
world  in  something  of  that  glorious 
g'arb  in  which  man  first  beheld  its 
face. 

We  must  all  love  such  memories 
as  these.  What  we  gather  on  such 
nights  as  these  is  not  of  our  science 
alone.  We  learn,  perhaps,  a higher 
lesson  than  mere  science  can  teach 
us  ; and  yet  we  should  grieve  to 
see  the  science,  whose  advances  we 
chronicle,  neglected.  We  may  well 
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study  the  specific  forms  that  Nature 
unfolds  ; while  the  contemplation  of 
her  abstract  wonders  fills  us  with 
admiration  and  delight. 

And  now  comes  the  moral  of  our 
tale — at  the  tale  end.  We  intend  to 
try  if  we  can  bore  our  readers  into 
showering  lists  upon  us  with  a liberal 
hand.  We  have  no  intention  of  re- 
linquishing the  means  until  we  have 
accomplished  the  object.  The  month 
of  June  ushers  in  a time  of  year 
when  most  entomologists  are  not 
idle;  when  all  ought  not  to  be  so. 
Given,  a fine  season,  a midsummer 
month,  a large  body  of  entomolo- 
gists, possessing  a good  average 
amount  of  intelligence  and  perse- 
verance— given  all  this,  we  cannot 
discover  the  result.  Now  the  sugar- 
ing season  brings  a host  of  insects 
that  we  intend  to  see  represented  in 
our  columns.  We  shall  cease  to 
write  on  this  subject  when  we  find 
that  our  readers  are  ready  to  take 
up  the  pen  and  comply  with  our 
earnest  wish. 

We  do  not  complain  that  ento- 
mologists are  unwilling  to  read 
while  others  write  ; rather  that  they 
will  not  write  while  others  read. 
The  apathy  seems  to  be  spreading. 
If  we  do  not  succeed  in  stirring  the 
lethargic  body  of  sleepers  by  this 
appeal,  we  will  try  again  ’ere  long. 

1 Las  no  one  but  “ Mr.  Todd  Fly- 
short”  been  to  West  Wickham? 
Truly,  we  had  reason  but  a few  days 
ago  to  believe  that  some  person  of 


keen  eye  had  got  upon  the  ground 
before  us.  Like  Mother  Hubbard’s 
dog  we  got  there  to  find  that  the 
fence  was  bare.  Will  the  finder  of 
the  bone  communicate  a note  of  his 
doings  ? 


Notices  to  Correspondents. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Wright  requests  us  to 
state  that  lie  has  still  plenty  of 
larvce  of  B.  Hirtaria  to  give  away. 
Should  correspondents  wish  for  the 
species,  they  are  requested  to  send 
at  once,  as  the  unappropriated  larvce 
will  be  set  at  liberty.  Address — 
Mori  an  cl  House,  Well  Street, 
Ilackney,  N,E. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford,  | 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 

Coll  ingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street,  h 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are  I 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a i 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  I 
.1.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake  I 
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the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with_the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  he  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews , Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
iv  ill  he  talcen  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidoptera. 

Acontia  Solaris  and  Albicollis. — 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  in  my  notice  in  last  week's 
“Entomologist,”  headed  “A.  So- 
laris,”  I am  made  to  refer  to  Mr. 
Stain  ton’s  remarks  in  the  “Annual  ” 
for  1863.  This  is,  of  course,  a mis- 
take : either  a slip  of  mine  or  of  the 
printer’s.  It  should  be  the  “ An- 
nual ” for  1860. 

I also  find,  on  re-perusing  Mr. 
Stainton’s  remarks,  that  he  there 
comments  briefly  on  the  discrepancy 
between  the  fact  of  the  capture  of 
Albicollis  in  England  and  M.  Guenee’s 
experience  as  to  the  habitats  of  the 
two  varieties,  or  species,  in  France. 
But  I observe  that,  in  doing  so,  Mr. 
Stainton  says,  “ the  pale  variety,  and 
that  only,  has  occurred  in  England.” 
Row  I do  not  venture  to  dispute  this 
statement,  but  I should  like  to  have 
it  confirmed.  Would  Mr.  Stainton 
kindly  tell  me  his  authority  for 
saying  so  ? Or  can  you  or  any  of 


your  readers  tell  me  who  now  pos- 
sesses the  specimens  formerly  taken 
near  Dover,  which  have  always 
hitherto  been  called  Solaris.  The 
only  description  I can  find  is  W est- 
wood’s,  in  his  “ British  Moths,”  and 
this  certainly  does  not  tally  exactly 
with  my  specimen,  and  the  figure  is 
so  coarsely  colored  as  to  be  quite 
useless  for  purposes  of  identification. 
Mr.  W estwood  does  not  mention  the 
color  of  the  thorax,  which  is,  I believe, 
the  chief  distinction  between  Albi- 
collis and  Solaris.  — Rev.  Percy 
Andrews,  Lilleshall,  Newport,  Salop. 

Description  of  the  Larva  and 
Pupa  of  Eupitlioecia  Dehiliata. — 
Short,  rather  thick  and  stumpy; 
ground  color,  dull  yellowish  green. 
Whole  body  rather  translucent. 
Central  dorsal  line  darker  green 
than  ground  color  ; sub  dorsal  lines 
wanting  ; spiracular  ditto  dull 
yellow.  Whole  body  tinged  more 
or  less  with  yellow.  Head  blackish 
or  dusky  brown ; belly  destitute  of 
marking's.  Feeds  between  united 
leaves  of  Vaccinium  Myrti  lus.  Full 
fed  first  and  second  weeks  in  May. 
Very  much  resembles  the  larva  of 
Eupitliaecia  Bed  any  t data.  Pupa,  en- 
closed in  a slight  earthen  cocoon, 
pale  yellowish  green.  Central  dorsal 
line  darker  green.  Abdominal  divi- 
sions and  tip  reddish.  Dr.  Breyer,  of 
Brussels,  most  kindly  sent  me  some 
living  larvae  a short  time  since,  from 
which  the  above  description  was 
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taken.  Mr.  Buckler  lias  also  been 
able  to  secure  a drawing. — Rev.  H. 
Harfur  Crewe,  the  Rectory,  Drayton 
Beauchamp,  Tnng,  May  28. 

. The  Shirley  Downs. — In  my  letter 
upon  West  Wickham  I recommended 
the  visitor  to  return  to  Norwood  or 
one  of  the  Croydon  stations.  The 
way  to  either  by  the  road  is  direct 
and  unmistakeable,  but  it  is  not  at- 
tractive either  to  the  simple  pedes- 
trian or  the  entomologist.  If  he 
has  time,  I would  suggest  a return 
by  the  Shirley  Downs — a not  much 
longer  and  a truly  delightful  walk, 
and  one  certain  to  be  profitable.  We 
first  turn  up  a little  path  to  our 
right,  just  on  one  side  of  the  “ Fox,” 
by  some  palings,  which  are,  how- 
ever, rather  intercepted  from  our 
full  gaze  by  low  bushes,  among 
which  the  snowy- white  Elachista 
Cygnipennella  flits  about  in  the  hot 
sunshine.  Having  arrived  at  the 
end  of  this  path,  we  cross  a little 
wood,  and  arrive  on  a dry  and  ele- 
vated plain,  covered  with  heather. 
From  this  we  obtain  a most  exten- 
sive view  of  the  whole  mass  of  the 
Surrey  and  Kent  suburbs  of  the 
great  Metropolis,  having  the  Syden- 
ham palace  as  a grand  centre,  while 
the  Woolwich  heights  are  seen  to 
the  light,  surrounding  one  of  the 
most  richly  wooded  plains  in  Eng- 
land. 

But  we  will  leave  the  landscape 
and  pass  through  the  fir  wood,  and 


enter  a lane  through  a gateway,  sur- 
mounted by  the  notice — “ Private 
road — no  thoroughfare,”  or  some- 
thing of  a like  character,  which  no 
entomologist  is  likely  to  pay  much 
attention  to.  Here  Tephrosia  Cre- 
puscularia  may  be  occasionally  met 
with  in  early  spring,  while  the  com- 
moner T.  Biundularia  occurs  in  a 
small  isolated  wood  not  far  from 
Shirley,  towards  Beckenham.  Its 
time  of  appearance  is  nearly  a 
month  later,  and  it  shows  no  par- 
ticular partiality  for  fir;  so  that  it 
seems  difficult  to  suppose  them  to  be 
the  same  species.  As  far  as  I have 
observed,  moreover,  the  points  of 
difference  are  distinct  and  unvary- 
ing, and  even  the  general  difference 
is  as  great  as  in  almost  any  two 
Tephrosia}.  But  we  will  leave  dis- 
cussing this  subject,  and  take  a 
glance  at  the  palings.  Eupithecia 
Coronata,  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  the  “ pugs,”  rewards  our  search 
at  once,  and  we  may  meet  with 
something  better.  At  all  events  we 
have  an  excellent  chance  of  meeting 
with  E.  Indigata  among  the  fir  trees; 
among  the  commoner  Ahbreviata 
and  Dodoneata.  This  wood  is  also  a 
very  good  one  for  Fidonia  Piniaria, 
while  its  common  congener  Atomaria 
swarms  on  the  bare  heathy  part  of 
the  hill,  with  Eupithecia  Nanata  and 
Pleurota  Bicostella.  In  an  avenue 
of  beeches,  which  crosses  our  line  of 
march,  we  may,  perhaps,  meet  with 
Micnpteryx  Thuubergella,  and  we  are 
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almost  certain  to  see  Venilia  Macu- 
lata,  though  it  is  not  so  common  as 
in  many  other  woods.  We  have 
now  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  downs, 
when  we  take  a chalky  path  through 
the  fields  to  Croydon,  having  the 
wooded  and  heathy  Cvome  Hurst  a 
little  to  our  left,  offering  a tempting 
bait  to  the  lingering  collector ; 
while,'  far  beyond,  stretches  a vast 
and  productive  range  of  breezy  chalk 
downs,  extending  beyond  Kenley, 
and  far  away,  till  they  overlook  the 
fertile  weald  above  Reigate.  But 
they  are  far  too  extensive  a field  to 
be  worked  now ; and,  indeed,  I am 
hardly  able  to  give  any  directions 
which  would  be  likely  to  be  useful. 
He,  however,  who  visits  them  will 
find  them  very  productive,  even  if  he 
goes  in  ignorance  of  their  notabilities. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  altogether 
out  of  place  to  suggest  to  the  entire 
stranger  the  names  of  Purley,  San- 
derstead,  and  Riddlesdown,  as  es- 
pecially good  localities  in  this  dis- 
trict of  chalk  downs. — Todd  Fly- 
short. 


CAPTURES. 


Homoptera. 

Cercopis  Sanguinolenta. — I have 
met  with  this  pretty  Homopteron  to- 
day, near  Bagley  Wood. — E.  M. 
Geldart,  Balliol  College , Oxford,  May 
26,  1863. 

Captures  in  Salop.  — As  this 


county  is  comparatively  little  known 
as  an  entomological  locality,  some 
of  your  readers  (e.g.,  your  corres- 
pondent “ Orthosia  ” ) may  be  glad 
to  read  my  list  of  captures,  such  as 
they  are.  Their  poverty  in  number 
I can  only  account  for  by  the  very 
dry  weather  with  which  this  district 
has  been  visited,  and  the  tenacity 
with  which  the  wind  has  clung1  to 
the  north  quarter ; even  though  we 
have  had  but  little  north-east. 
During  this  usually  prolific  month  I 
have  never  taken  more  than  five 
moths  in  an  evening.  I must,  how- 
ever, confess  that  my  search  has 
been  confined  to  our  garden,  orchard, 
and  croft,  an  extent  of  possibly  two 
acres.  I have  bred  from  pupa,  dug 
early  in  February,  T.  Instabilis,  the 
dark  and  variegated  varieties;  A. 
Putris  and  N.  Plecta.  I have  taken 
on  the  wing  S.  Dubitaria  and  Cer- 
taria,  and  H.  Sujf’umaria  abundantly  ; 
also  some  unusually  smoky  varieties 
of  II.  Immanaria.  On  sugar  I have 
taken  II.  Thallasina,  N.  Bella,  X. 
Burea,  and  L.  Basilinea. 

This,  with  a few  of  those  species 
which  occur  every where,  is  literally 
all  that  I have  taken  in  the  imago 
state.  Of  larvae  I will  say  nothing 
until  I see  the  results,  but  they  seem 
to  be  far  more  numerous  here  than 
the  imagos.  This  list  is,  perhaps, 
scarcely  worth  insertion,  as  only  one 
species  mentioned  is  at  all  decidedly 
local.  But  I thought  I might  as 
well  respond  to  your  appeal  and  that 
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of  “Orthosia.”  If  everyone's  lists 
are  as  poor  as  mine,  it  may  account 
for  their  not  sending  them  in.  I 
hear  things  have  been  equally  bad 
in  my  old  district,  Brighton,  Sussex. 
—Rev.  Percy  Andrews,  Lillesliall, 
Newport , Salop. 

[We  thank  Mr.  Andrews  for  the 
courtesy  with  which  he  has  promptly 
responded  to  our  request.  At  the 
same  time  we  can  assure  him  that 
we  have  always  looked  upon  him  as 
a fellow -worker,  ever  ready  to  assist 
us  by  communicating  anything  of 
interest.  We  shall  hope  to  receive 
a further  list  from  him  soon. — Ed. 
W.  E.] 

Further  Captures. — Since  the  pub- 
lication of  my  last  list,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn  and  myself  have  made 
the  following  additional  captures 
in  the  Lepidoptera. 

Thymele  Alveolus,  West  Wickham, 
&c. 

Lithosia  Aureola. 

Gnophria  Rubricollis,  Ongar  W ood 
Essex. 

P rep  a na  Unguicula. 

Phytometra  JEnea,  heaths  near 
Laughton. 

j Ellopia  Fasdaria,  Shirley. 

Teplirosia  Consonaria. 

T.  Extersaria. 

Iodis  Ladcaria,  woods  near  Wood- 
ford. 

Ephyra  Pundaria,  Epping  Forest. 

E.  Trilinearia,  common  near 
Loughton. 


Asthena  Luteata,  West  Wickham. 

Addalia  Rcmutata,  very  common. 

Cory  da  Punctata,  West  Wickham 

Strenia  Clatlirata,  common  at 
Swanley,  near  Eynesford. 

Fidonia  Atomaria,  very  common. 

F.  Piniaria,  Shirley. 

Minoa  Euphorbiata,  Darenth. 

Emmelesia  Decolorata,  Darenth. 

E up iihoeda  Castujata,  common. 

Eurymene  Eolobraria,  taken  again, 
in  lovely  condition. 

Lobophora  Viretata,  again,  in 
beautiful  condition. 

Coremia  Propugnata,  very  com- 
mon. 

Phibalapteryx  Vitalbata,  Darenth. 

Scotosia  Certata. 

Eubolia  Plumbaria,  near  Lough- 
ton, very  common. 

Serminia  Barbalis,  W ilmington 
Wood,  near  Eynesford. 

Chlcephora  Prasinana,  West  Wick- 
ham, beaten  from  oak. 

Phlceodes  Dewiarniana,  Ongar 
Wood. 

Roxana  Arcuella. 

Tinea  Parasitella. 

T.  Granella. 

T.  Lappdla,  near  Epping. 

T.  Cloacella,  common. 

Lampronia  Quadripundella,  Ep- 
ping Forest. 

L.  Luzella,  Epping  Forest. 

Micropteryx  Scppella , Dartford. 

Adda  Suhella,  Swanley. 

A.  Degeerella. 

Depressaria  Purpurea Wingham, 
in  Kent. 
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Coleopliora  Albicostella,  Dartford. 

Gliphipteryx  Fischeriella,  Hain- 
hault  Forest. 

P.  Bicostella,  Sliirley, 

H.  Geofrella,  West  Wickham. 

Laverna  Atra. 

Elachista  Cyginipenella. 

Tischeria  Margined. 

Lithocolletis  To rminella. 

L.  Carpinicolella. 

L.  Klemannella  (?),  near  Buck- 
hurst. 

Bucculatrix  Boyerella. 

Alucyta  Polydactyla. 

Omitted  Nola  Christulalis,  Da- 
renth. 

I have  met  with  most  of  the  in- 
sects recorded  in  my  last  communi- 
cation again,  but  have  not  considered 
it  worth  while  to  repeat  them. — 
Stanley  Leigh,  Woodford,  May  30, 
1863. 

Supplementary  List  of  Micros. — 
Since  writing  the  above  I have  taken 
the  following  Micros. 

Plutella  Crucifer  arum,  common, 
especially  near  Eynesford. 

P.  Porrectella,  in  my  own  garden. 

Gellechia  Afjinis,  in  the  house. 

Tischeria  Complanella.  Loughton. 

Lithocolletis  Spinicollella. 

L.  Faginella. 

L.  Tristrigella. 

Nepticula  Atricapitella,  Lough- 
ton. 

Stanley  Leigh. 


SOCIETIES’  REPORTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Entomologist 

Sir, — It  was  with  great  pleasure 
that  I read,  some  time  since,  nu- 
merous extracts  in  your  columns 
from  the  reports  of  Entomological 
Societies  ; and  I have  been  sorry  to 
observe  that,  during  the  last  few 
weeks,  there  has  been  a total  ab- 
sence of  what  was,  in  itself,  pe- 
culiarly interesting’  and  instructive 
matter.  I have  no  doubt  that  this  ab- 
sence has  resulted  from  the  fact  that 
the  societies  have  been  behind  hand 
in  furnishing  the  requisite  records. 
I am  anxious,  however,  to  see  these 
very  interesting  series  continued, 
and  now  take  the  liberty  of  request- 
ing that  you  will  see  if  it  be  practi- 
cable to  renew  the  supply. — I re- 
main, &c.,  X.  Y.  Z. 

[We  can  only  say  that  we  share 
the  pleasure  which  our  corres- 
pondent feels  in  the  reports  referred 
to.  The  last  report  of  one  large 
society  is  now  in  our  hands,  and  will, 
we  hope,  appear  in  our  next  number. 
At  the  same  time  we  may  inform 
our  readers  that  when  they  cease  to 
find  any  reports  published,  the 
cause  lies  with  the  societies  and  not 
with  the  editors.  We  never  pass  over 
what  we  consider  very  important 
contributions.  Do  not  any  of  our 
subscribers  know  of  newly-esta- 
blished societies  who  have  their 
maiden  meetings  to  chronicle  ? If 
so,  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
them. — Ed,  W.E.] 
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NOTES  PROM  LACORDAIRE, 

No.  VI. 

next  come  to  the  tribe  Cara- 
bides,  consisting  of  the  follow- 
ing genera  : — Pelophila,  Neboia, 
Metrius,  Leistus , Procerus,  Procrustes, 
Cardbus,  Aplothorax,  Calosoma,  Cal- 
listlienes. 

Pelophila  consists  of  some  insects 
bearing  a superficial  resemblance  to 
Blethisa,  and  closely  allied  to  Nebria. 

They  inhabit  Northern  Europe  and 
Siberia.  Some  live  on  the  borders 
of  streams,  like  Blethisa-,  others 
under  stones,  like  the  majority  of 
the  genus  Nebria.  The  species  being 
closely  allied,  entomologists  differ  as 
to  their  number.” 

Nebria  is  a large  genus,  “ consist- 
ing of  more  than  80  species.”  They 
occur  in  almost  every  variety  of 
situation,  “ some  even  being  found  on 
the  loftiest  cliffs,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  eternal  snow.  They  were 
long  supposed  to  be  confined  to  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  Northern  Africa,  and 
North  America,  but  one  species  has 
lately  been  discovered,  among  the 
Himalayas,  and  another  in  Ota- 
heite.” 

Metrius  consists  of  a single  Cali- 


fornian species,  which  lives  under 
stones  and  fallen  trees,  and  appears 
to  be  rare. 

Leistus  consists  of  nearly  twenty 
species,  “ with  one  exception  (Jerrn - 
gineous,  which  occurs  on  the  north- 
west of  America),  confined  to  Europe 
and  Northern  Asia.”  Their  habits 
are  known  to  most  English  cole- 
opterists. 

Procerus  contains  eleven  species, 
of  a beautiful  blue  or  green  color, 
one  or  two,  however,  being  black. 
Its  metropolis  is  a district  “ extend- 
ing from  Eastern  Europe  to  the  re- 
gions round  the  Caucasus,  and  in- 
cluding Asia  Minor,  Persia,  and 
Egypt.”  The  genus  is  closely  allied 
to  Cardbus. 

Procrustes  consists  of  about  fifteen 
species  allied  to  Cardbus.  Their 
habitat  is  Southern  Europe,  W estern 
Asia,  and  Northern  Africa.  One 
(coryaceous)  is  very  common  in 
Western  Europe. 

Carabus  M.  Lacordaire  calls  “ one 
of  the  most  beautiful  genera  in  the 
family,  and  one  of  the  richest  in 
species.”  There  appear  to  be  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  species 
known.  They  are  spread  over  al- 
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most  the  whole  world,  and  M,  La- 
cordaire  mentions,  as  among  their 
localities,  China,  Himalaya, Northern 
Asia,  W estem  Asia,  Europe,  Algeria, 
the  Canary  Isles,  North  America, 
Porto  Rico,  Chili,  and  Patagonia. 
They  are  much  more  numerous  in 
mountainous  than  flat  countries. 

Aplothorax  is  closely  allied  to  Ca- 
losoma,  and  consists  of  one  large 
species  only,  from  St.  Helena. 

Calosoma  contains  about  sixty 
species.  “ They  fly  well,  and  are 
found  upon  trees  where  they  seek  their 
food — Lepidopterous  larvae.”  They 
are  distributed  over  the  whole  globe. 

Callisthenes  consists  of  twelve 
species,  closely  allied  to  the  preced- 
ing genus.  They  are  found  “ exclu- 
sively in  Asia,  from  the  Caucasus  to 
Siberia,  in  the  W estern  part  of  North 
America,  and  in  the  Californian  por- 
tion of  the  Rocky  Mountains.” 

Thus  we  have  hastily  run  over  the 
tribe,  being  compelled  to  omit  pages 
of  deeply  interesting  matter,  con- 
cerning species,  habits,  descriptions, 
&c.,  and  now  pass  on  as  rapidly  to  the 
next  ti’ibe — Gy  divides — which  con- 
sists of  four  genera,  Damaster,  Gych- 
rus,  Sphceroderus,  and  Scaphinotus, 
and  close  the  first  legion  of  the  Cara- 
biques. 

Damaster  consists  of  a single  very 
rare  species,  “ more  than  twenty 
lines  in  length  from  Japan,  bearing 
a general  resemblance  to  Blaps. 

Cychrus  contains  about  twenty 
species,  “ peculiar  to  the  cold  and 


temperate  regions  of  the  Northern 
Hemisphere.” 

In  Sphceroderus  six  species  are 
known,  “ of  a beautiful  golden  blue 
or  violet  colour.”  They  are  con- 
fined to  North  America. 

Scaphinotus  consists  of  only  two 
or  three  species,  also  confined  to 
North  America ; and,  with  the  last 
genus,  is  closely  allied  to  Cychrus. 

The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  com  munications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yeivs,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  commun  i- 
cations. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidoptera. 

Woods  near  Woolwich.  — The 
woods  of  Kent  constitute,  perhaps, 
the  best  collecting  ground  accessible 
to  the  London  collector ; and  to  two 
of  these,  lying  within  an  easy  walk 
of  Woolwich,  I now  propose  to  direct 
the  steps  of  whomsoever  reads  my 
communications.  On  arriving  at 
Woolwich  we  ascend  the  hill  to  the 
Artillery  barracks  (which  everyone 
who  has  sailed  down  the  Thames,  or 
travelled  by  the  North  Kent  Rail- 
way, must  have  noticed),  cross  the 
Common  behind  these,  and  arrive  at 
the  “ Bull  ” on  Shooter’s  Hill,  leav- 
ing Blackheath,  of  historic  fame,  to 
our  right.  Opposite  to  this  point  a 
road  leads  into  the  Crown  Wood — 
a wood  comparatively  little  worked, 
and  one  to  which  I confess  I have 
myself  not  done  justice,  so  apt  are 
we  to  follow  where  others  lead.  It 
has,  however,  the  reputation  of  being 
an  excellent  locality  for  the  “ Pugs,” 
and  for  sallow  collecting,  while  the 
Blackheath  lamps  are  very  produc- 
tive in  the  Autumn.  I have  heard 
of  several  good  things  being  so 
taken  here,  but  as  my  experience  of 
the  wood  is  confined  to  sallow  col- 
lecting, I propose  to  direct  my  steps 
to  the  Plumstead  Woods. 

A road,  long,  dull,  and  straight, 
leads  down  Shooter’s  Hill  to  East 
Wickham,  having  arrived  at  which 
village  we  turn  to  our  left,  and  follow 


a road  as  winding  and  irregular  as 
the  other  was  straight;  or  we  can 
return  through  Woolwich  and  the 
village  of  Plumstead  by  road  or  by 
train.  In  the  latter  case  Abbey 
W ood  will  be  the  nearest  station  to 
our  collecting  ground,  but  Plumstead 
will  be  found  convenient  to  the 
woods,  which  occupy  a range  of  hills 
extending  to  Belvedere  and  Erith. 
Plumstead  wood,  the  first  of  these 
series,  well  known  to  coleopterists  as 
one  of  the  best  ants’  nest  grounds  in 
England,  is  the  only  one  of  these 
woods  in  which  I have  collected,  and 
that,  unfortunately,  only  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  season.  It  is 
rather  a peculiar  wood,  being  a hill 
crowned  with  Scotch  fir,  with  the 
slopes  clothed  with  a mixed  growth, 
among  which  birch  plays  a con- 
spicuous part.  Here  the  Microp- 
teryxes  swarm,  Subpurpurella,  Semi- 
purpurella,  and  Unimaculella  occur- 
ing  more  freely  than  in  any  other 
wood  with  which  I am  acquainted. 
On  the  trunks  of  the  fir  trees  we 
may  find  Xylocampa  Lithorhiza  at 
rest,  concealed  in  chinks  of  the  bark 
near  the  roots,  and  by  sweeping  the 
boughs  we  may  obtain  Ocnerostoma 
Pinariella.  This  indication  of  what 
may  be  got  in  early  spring  shows,  I 
think,  that  these  Plumstead  Woods, 
with  the  adjacent  heath,  will  be 
found  to  repay  a search  at  a time 
when  but  few  species  are  out,  and' 
when  a good  day’s  work  is  a pe- 
culiarly welcome  but  not  an  easy 
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tiling  to  get — therefore  we  may 
reasonably  conclude  that  they  will,  a 
fortiori,  be  found  first-rate  to  any 
one  who  has  time  and  inclination  to 
give  them  a trial,  now  that  the 
season  is  so  near  its  height ; and  the 
marshes  along  the  Thames  may  also 
yield  their  quota  to  whomsoever  is 
sufficiently  enterprising  and  devoted 
to  forego  a pleasant  for  a disagree- 
able locality,  where  the  supply  of 
species  will  also  be  somewhat  res- 
tricted.— Todd  Flyshoet. 

Abrostola  triplasia. — I have,  for 
the  last  two  years,  had  the  pleasure 
of  supplying  several  Northern  En- 
tomologists with  this  species,  which, 
according  to  the  “ Manual,”  is  toler- 
ably common  in  the  South,  though 
I should  hardly  imagine  it  was 
uniformly  so,  inasmuch  as  I have 
given  many  specimens  to  gentlemen 
living  in  quite  the  southern  counties. 
Those  entomologists  who  have  not 
already  made  its  acquaintance  in  the 
imperfect  stages  of  its  existence 
may  feel  some  interest  in  a slight 
account  of  its  habits. 

The  female  triplasia,  if  confined  in 
a box,  will  occasionally  deposit  the 
ova  on  its  sides.  These  eggs  are 
similar  to  those  of  the  majority  of 
JSfoctuce — i.e.,  nearly  transparent,  of 
a pale  yellow  color,  firmly  fastened 
to  the  sides  of  the  box,  sometimes  in 
little  heaps  and  sometimes  singly. 
When  subjected  to  the  microscope 
they  appear  divided  into  segments 


longitudinally,  while  these  segments 
are  notched  or  wrinkled  from  side 
to  side.  They  are  very  tender,  and, 
rather  than  part  from  the  box,  will 
frequently  break.  The  tirfie  they 
remain  in  the  ovum  state  depends 
materially  on  the  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere, in  moderately  warm  weather 
about  ten  days  being  the  time  they 
take  to  hatch. — F.  Lovell  Keays, 
4,  Harrington  Villas,  Green  Lanes , 
Tottenham. 

(To  be  continued). 

CAPTURES. 

COLEOPTEEA. 

Captures  in  the  South. — On  the 
back  of  No.  16  of  the  “ Entomolo- 
gist ” I see  a complaint  of  the  pau- 
city of  the  lists  of  captures.  I will 
now  give  you  an  account  ot  a few 
more  captures  in  Devon,  and  at 
home  since,  among  the  Coleoptera. 

Cidndela  campestris,  in  April ; not 
quite  so  early  as  you  took  it. 

Cardbus  arvensis. 

C.  hortensis  (olim.  now  nemoralis). 

Stenus  Kirbii  (guttula,  Muller),  at 
Lardrum  Bay,  on  wet  mossy  stones : 
a similar  locality  to  that  where  I for- 
merly took  the  insect  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight. 

S.  pusilVus  (?),  on  the  Quay,  May 
6tli. 

Opatrum  sabulosum. 

Gronops  lunatus,  on  furze  blossom, 
on  very  high  dills,  May  8th.  For- 
merly near  Weymouth,  on  a salt 
marsh. 
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Ghrysomela  sanguinolenta  (olim.), 
now  called  distinguenda. 

Haltica  semi-oenea. 

Meloe  brevis , &c. 

J.  C.  Dale,  Gian  Wooton,  Sher- 
borne, Dorset. 

Trichius  zonatus. — I have  taken 
(but  once  only)  a fine  and  perfect 
specimen  of  Trichius  zonatus , the 
only  one  I ever  saw  at  large,  in  my 
garden  here  in  August. — T.  Parry, 
Bank,  Merthyr  Tydvil. 

Hymenoptera. 

Grabro  Lindensis. — I take  in  my 
garden  here,  every  summer,  the  fe- 
males of  Grabro  Lindensis,  which  is, 
I believe,  not  common.  They  do 
not  appear  until  June,  and  then 
only  when  the  sun  shines  very 
brightly. — J.  C.  Dale. 

Captures  in  the  South. — I have 
taken  Andrena  pilipes  on  flowers  in 
the  garden  in  Devon,  and  a few  on 

the  cliffs ; and  Apis  (?),  the 

Italian  bee,  found  dead  and  without 
heads.  I take  mostly  females  this 
year.  The  female  Anthopliora  retusa 
was  in  plenty— only  one  male  ; and 
57.  longicornis — two  females,  but  no 
males  seen.  — J.  C.  Dale,  Gian 
Wooton,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  in  the  South. — I have 
met  with  very  few  Lepidoptera  of 
note. 


P.  Phlceas  and  Alexis,  in  April. 

A.  Gitraria,  end  of  April. 

Tortrix  (Leras')  obscurana  ( con - 
taminana). 

Tortrix  ( sericoris ) littorana. 

Agrotis  radiola  (puta). 

Depressaria  purpurea. 

J.  C.  Dale,  Gian  Wooton , Sher- 
borne, Dorset. 

Captures  in  Westmoreland. — Since 
my  last  communication  I have  taken 
the  following  Lepidoptera. 

Nola  Gristulalis.  These  have  all 
been  at  rest,  with  their  heads  down- 
wards. 

Lasioccumpa  Rubi. 

Venilia  Maculata. 

Hemerophila  Abruptaria,  this  is 
far  north  for  this  species. 

Nemoria  Viridata. 

Astliena  Candidata. 

Eupithcecia  Pulchellata.  I tried  a 
female  to  lay,  but  to  no  purpose. 

57.  Satyrata,  flying  in  sunshine 
freely,  and  at  dusk  also. 

Eupithcecia (?)  As  large 

as  Expallidata,  similar  in  colour,  but 
wanting  black  spots.  Pound  one,  a 
fine  specimen,  on  a rock  at  the  be- 
ginning of  May. 

Lobophora  Viretata. 

Cidaria  Miata. 

C.  Psitticata. 

G.  Gorylata. 

Platypteryx  Lacertula. 

Wadena  Thalassina. 

Ennychia  Octomaculalis. 

Penthina  Prcelongana. 
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Mixodia  Schulziana. 

E.  Fractifasciana. 

Clef  sis  Busticana. 

Anchylopera  Uncana. 

A.  Biarcuana. 

Coccyx  Vacciniana. 

D.  Saturnalia. 

Catoptria  Scopoliana. 

Lobesia  Religuana. 

Eupcecilia  Atricapitana. 

Psyche  Boboricella. 

Lampronia  Prcelatella. 

Incurvaria - Tenmcornis. 

I.  AEhlmanniella. 

Micropteryx  Allionella. 
Swammerdammia  Comptella. 

S.  Grisco-capitella. 

Depressaria  Assimilella , from  larvce 
off  broom. 

Ornix  Loganella. 

Tinea  B istrigella. 

Coleopliora  Alcyonipennella,  cases. 
C.  Pyrhulipennella , ditto. 

C.  Laricella,  ditto. 

C. (f)  A light  one  off  birch, 

as  large  as  Fuscedinella. 

Elachista  Kilmunella. 

Eithocolletis  Lautella. 

L.  Salicicolella. 

L.  Frolichiella. 

Bucculatrix  Bema/ryella. 

B.  AurimaculeUa. 

Nepticula  Argentipedella. 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  out  of 
place  here  to  make  some  remarks 
upon  a few  of  the  species  I see 
noticed  in  the  report  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Northern  Entomo- 
logical Society — by  the  way,  some- 


thing like  a report  worth  reading. 
I see  a memorandum  about  Solenobia 
Triquetrella.  I unfortunately  was 
too  late  in  finding  it  here,  else  it  -was 
in  abundance.  I could  find  some 
dozens  in  a day,  and  they  are  not 
easily  seen. 

Mr.  Greening’s  exhibition  of  the 
alder  stump,  with  Sphegiformis  in, 
gave  me  information  that  I had  been 
all  my  entomological  life  seeking  fox- 
in  vain.  I at  once  went  among  the 
felled  timber  hex-e,  and  found  that 
both  birch  and  alder  had  been 
tenanted  by  the  clearwings. — J.  B. 
Hodgkkson,  W itherslack. 

Further  Captures  in  Salop. — I can 
add  to  my  list  of  sjiecies  reared  from 
the  pupa,  X.  Hepatica-,  and  to  that 
of  species  captured,  A.  Derivaria. — 
Rev.  Percy  Andrews,  Lilleshall, 
Newport,  Salop. 

Spring  Lepidoptera. — Daring  the 
fix-st  four  months  of  this  year  I cap- 
tured, among  othei-s,  the  following 
species : — • 

Hybernia  Bupicapraria,  January 
21,  on  hedges  at  night,  by  means 
of  a lantern. 

H.  Progemmaria,  ditto. 

Pliigalia  Pilosria,  two  on  oak  trees 
in  Higligate  Wood. 

Anisopteryx  JEscularia,  common  on 
palings  and  gas  lamps. 

11.  Leucopluvaria,  common  on 
palings. 

Heliodes  Arbuli,  May,  very  com- 
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mon  on  heaths,  flying’  in  the  sun- 
shine. 

Procris  Statices,  very  common  in 
flowery  places  during  the  last  fort- 
night, flying  in  the  sunshine. 

Euchelia  Jacoboece,  ditto. 

Liparis  dispar.  On  the  28th  ult. 
I captured  a fine  pair  of  this  insect 
in  Highgate  Wood. 

Acidalia  Remutata,  very  common 
in  the  woods  about  here. 

I have  also  taken  a great  quantity 
of  common  insects  at  the  sallows ; 
among  them  I may  mention,  T. 
Munda,  Gracilis , and  Cruda. 

In  March  I bred  a great  number  • 
of  Smerinthus  Populi ; Ocellahis  and 
Ligustri  have  not  yet  made  their  ap- 
pearance. Two  females  of  IT.  Pro- 
gemmaria  and  one  of  P.  Pilosaria  I 
also  bred — Samuel  Davis,  Holloway. 

Hemipteka. 

Captures  in  the  South.  — Penta- 
tonia  punctata.  I had  one  before 
from  Devonshire,  Captain  Blomer. 

I took  mine  by  sweeping  heath. 

Henestaris  lineola , Curtis.  One  on 
May  6,  and  two  on  May  8,  by  sweep- 
ing heath. 

Saida  Saltatoria,  in  plenty  on  high 
and  dry  land ; I always  previously 
took  it  on  wet  ground. — J.  C.  Dale. 

Diptera. 

Captures  in  the  South. — I have 
done  most  in  diptera,  having  taken 

Ephydra  Spilota  (figured  by  Cur- 
tis), new  to  me. 


Bibio  leucopterus,  three  males  and 
one  female.  Had  frosts  and  cold 
winds  not  prevailed,  no  doubt  we 
should  have  taken  plenty. — J.  C. 
Dale,  Gian  Wooton,  Sherborne,  Dor- 
set. 


MEETING’S  OF  SOCIETIES. 

Northern  Entomological  Society. 

The  last  meeting  was  held  on 
Saturday,  the  28th  March,  1863,  at 
the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  Kenderdine, 
2,  Abercrombie  Place,  Stretford 
New  Road,  Manchester, 

Mr.  N.  Greening,  President,  in  the 
Chair. 

MEMBERS  ELECTED. 

Mr.  Amos  Beardsley,  P.L.S., 
P.G.S.,  Grange. 

Mr.  Henry  Evans,  Darley  Abbey, 
near  Derby. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Webb,  Claughton,  near 
Birkenhead. 

Mr.  T,  Blackburn,  Bowdon, 
Cheshire. 

Mr.  W.  Houghton,  Warrington. 

The  President  read  his  inaugural 
address. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

Mr.  Stephenson — C.  fraxini,  C. 
Celerio-,  hybrids  between  S.  populi 
and  S.  ocellatus.  Specimens  of  a 
brood  of  A.  betularia,  reared  on  oak. 
The  eggs  were  obtained  from  a cap- 
tured female.  About  forty  speci- 
mens emerged  nearly  white,  and 
about  an  equal  number  quite  black. 
An  unnamed  moth,  probably  a new 
species. 
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the  weekly  entomologist. 

Mr.  Linton — T.  Subsegua , from  being  that  the  produce  of  larva  from 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  the  coast  was  rather  yellower  than 

of  those  taken  inland. 


Mr.  T.  Blackburn— A box  of  in- 
teresting Goleoptera,  comprising 
various  Calathides,  X.  atratus , T). 
crenata,  I.  quadri-punctata,  P.  Ed- 
wardsii , dec.,  &c. 

Mr.  Birchall — Madopa  salicalis,  C. 
Nerii,  observing  that  he  was  informed 
this  specimen  had  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Parsons  near  Aylesbury,  in  Septem- 
ber, I860  ; a new  butterfly  from  South 
America ; a series  of  leaves  of  plants 
mined  by  dipterous  and  lepidopterous 
larvae , arranged  on  cardboard  so  as 
to  show  the  difference  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  mines ; prepared  by  Mr. 
Stowe,  of  Brighthampton.  One  was 
mounted  on  glass,  showing  the  larva 
inside  the  mine. 

Mr.  Harrison — E.  Gassiope,  a pe- 
culiar form  of  P.  arjestis,  and  varieties 
of  S.  populi  and  A.  coja. 

Mr.  Sidebotham — Cr  ambus  cassen- 
tiniellus,  taken  by  himself  three 
years  ago  near  Folkestone.  Also 
varieties  of  Arctia  caja.  He  had 
collected  during  the  previous  season 
a large  number  of  the  larva  in  dif- 
ferent localities,  and  had  reared  them 
on  different  plants,  but  did  not  per- 
ceive that  this  caused  any  varia- 
tion. The  only  difference  to  his  mind 


Mr.  Kenderdine — C.  taniata  and 
T.  plagiodactylus  (?),  from  Dovedale. 
Mr.  Gregson  agreed  with  the  Presi- 
dent that  this  was  a plume  they  did 
not  know.  A box  of  preserved  larva, 
blown  with  a straw,  and  dried  over 
a gas  stove,  comprising  S.  tilicR,  L. 
guercus,  A.  Psi,  &c.  They  were  per- 
fect. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hind  sent  for  exhibition 

A.  Euphorbia. 

A.  Euphrasia. 

0.  Lavis. 

X.  Supllmrago. 

X.  Ocellaris. 

L.  Eumerilii. 

C.  Ambigua,  var.  Planing  in  is  (?) 

V.  Magnolii. 

N.  Elymi. 

C.  Exulis. 

L.  Loreyi. 

T.  Gracca. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Gregson — A case  of 
British  timber,  injured  or  destroyed 
by  insects.  It  contained  oak,  ash, 
willow,  sallow,  poplar,  hazle,  elm, 
birch,  holly,  jargonelle  pear,  apple, 
plum,  blackthorn,  whitethorn,  and 
alder. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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THANKS. 


liave  lately  appealed  strongly 
to  our  contributors  on  the  sub- 
ject of  furnishing  us  with  reports  of 
their  doings.  Our  appeal  has  met 
with  a courteous  and  ready  response 
from  many  of  our  entomological 
friends.  We  recur  to  the  subject  for 
two  reasons : that  we  may  thank 
those  who  have  so  willingly  con- 
tributed, and  that  we  may  incite 
others  to  follow  the  excellent  ex- 
ample already  set. 

There  is  nothing  so  desirable,  per- 
haps, as  to  see  every  district 
throughout  the  English  counties  re- 
presented in  our  columns.  Would 
that  we  could  say  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  counties  too.  This,  we  fear, 
is  beyond  our  reach  at  present ; but 
none  can  doubt  that  the  taste  for  in- 
sects and  the  study  of  insect  life  is 
fast  spreading.  The  pages  of  the 
“ Zoologist  ” have  given  us  a peep 
at  the  long- hidden  Irish  coast.  W e 
have  learnt  there,  from  a hard  work- 
ing and  observant  naturalist,  that 
this  terra  incognita  teems  with  insect 
life — that  it  has  its  own  peculiar 
forms  of  development.  The  High- 


lands of  Scotland,  again,  have  re- 
ceived, during  the  last  few  years,  a 
fair  share  of  attention,  and  the  result 
has  exceeded  our  most  extravagant 
expectations.  Nothing  could  be 
more  welcome  to  us  than  a long  list 
or  paper  of  observations  on  the  ento- 
mology of  Scotland  or  Ireland. 

It  is  a very  great  advantage  to 
have  all  the  orders  represented.  We 
believe  there  is  very  little  selfishness 
among  entomologists  on  this  subject - 
that  no  one  desires  to  see  his  own 
order  of  insects  represented  to  the 
exclusion  of  those  of  others.  We 
feel  that  we  cannot  speak  too 
strongly  upon  this  point  : our  desire 
is  to  show  the  high  value  that  we 
place  upon  the  contributions  of  those 
who  work  upon  the  obscurer 
branches  of  our  science. 

And  now,  at  the  risk  of  being 
thought  importunate,  and  feeling 
that  the  means  ai’e  fully  justified  by 
the  end,  we  return  to  the  subject  of 
our  former  remarks.  We  urge 
those  who  have  so  liberally  contri- 
buted to  our  columns  to  continue 
their  assistance  from  time  to  time, 
as  opportunity  offers ; and  we  would 
impress  upon  those  who  have  not  yet 
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been  roused  by  our  repeated  requests, 
that  they  owe  a certain  amount  of 
labour  to  that  science  in  whose  study 
they  delight. 

The  field  of  labour  is  too  vast  for 
any  to  be  idle.  We  may  all  learn 
the  same  lesson,  and  as  we  learn 
we  may  see  some  subtle  wonder  of 
which  none  had  dreamed  before. 

The  same  great  hand  that  shaped 
the  formless  void  into  a wondrous 
model,  has  fashioned  each  tiny  insect 
among  the  grander  marvels  of  its 
creation.  We  may  trace  its  matchless 
skill  in  rich  summer,  when  all  the 
world  seems  to  be  swelling  into  an 
excess  of  vigorous  life;  and  again  we 
mark  its  fostering  care  when  the 
months  pass  away  and  the  year  wanes 
to  its  close.  We  find  it  working  si- 
lently its  wondrous  tasks  in  spots 
where  the  voice  of  man  is  seldom 
heard.  In  quiet  woods,  where  rippling 
rivers  beat  a measured  tread  amid  Na- 
ture’s eternal  beauty ; — in  the  silent 
glades  and  bowers  of  the  forest,  that 
have  stood  in  their  strength  while 
time  beat  its  ravages  on  the  world 
around ; — and  amid  the  fastnesses 
of  the  mountains,  whose  crests  sleep- 
ing on,  in  their  crown  of  cloud  and 
snow,  hide  themselves  from  the  gaze 
of  the  world  beneath  them — we  may 
still  see  the  minutest  marvels  of  the 
omnipotent  power.  We  need  no 
sage’s  tongue  to  tell  us  where  to 
search  ; all  the  earth  is  covered  with 
the  same  unnumbered  beauties. 

We  cannot  believe  that  there  is 


any  spot  which  does  not  furnish  forth 
some  wonders  of  its  own.  W e ask 
for  records. 

Tiie  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  *per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York;  J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  io  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews , Woodford,  N.  Ko  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
ations. 

Notices  to  Correspondents. 

Errata. — For  “ last  week’s  ‘ En- 
tomologist,’ ” read,  “ last  week’s 
‘Entomologist’  but  one.”  Page 
131,  Vol.  2.  This  mistako  aroso, 
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we  are  bound  in  justice  to  tbe  Rev. 
Mr.  Andrews  to  state,  through  our 
own  error  in  copying1.  The  notice 
was  intended  for  No.  16.  If  it  had 
been  inserted  there  “ last  week  ” 
would  have  been  quite  correct.  But 
we  had  to  postpone  it  through  press 
of  matter  ; and  thus  “ last  week,”  in- 
serted in  No.  17,  appeared  to  be  a 
mistake.  We  regret  that  the  error 
should  have  occurred. 

For  “ J.  C.  Dale,”  read,  “ T. 
Parry,  Hank,  Merthyr  Tydvil ,”  at 
the  foot  of  the  notice  headed  “ Crabro 
Lindensis.”  Page  141,  No.  1 8? 
Vol.  2. 

We  have  many  valuable  com- 
munications awaiting  insertion. 
These  are  not  postponed  through 
any  preference  for  the  records  al- 
ready printed,  but  simply  because  it 
is  impossible  to  insert  all  in  one 
number.  Thanks  to  the  senders. 

Mr.  Francis  Owen,  of  Leatherheacl, 
Surrey,  requests  us  to  inform  our 
readers  that  he  has  ova  of  S.  Ocella- 
tus,  which  he  will  be  happy  to  send 
to  entomologists  in  want  of  them,  on 
receqxt  of  postage. 

Will  our  correspondents  be  kind 
enough,  in  writing-  observations  for 
our  pages,  to  range  as  widely  as 
possible  over  a subject.  Let  us  have 
the  history,  when  it  is  possible,  of 
the  egg,  larva,  and  pupa,  as  well  as 
imago.  All  detailed  information  res- 
pecting habits  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Diptera. 

Syrphidce. — Woods,  in  summer, 
teem  with  the  merry  hoverer  flies. 
We  see  them  at  every  turn  hovering 
motionless  in  the  air,  and,  whether 
on  the  wing  or  at  rest,  keeping  up  all 
the  while  a shrill  continuous  hum- 
ming. They  tell  us  ever  of  wooded 
glades  and  long  afternoons  of  sun- 
shine. Bright  creatures  are  they — • 
the  metallic  lustre  of  their  forms 
being  often  varied  by  spots  and 
bands  of  pale  and  golden  yellow. 
We  are  told  by  those  who  have  made 
them  their  study,  that  they  have 
their  strong  partialities  like  other 
created  beings,  and  evince  strong- 
preferences  for  certain  flowers ; in- 
deed, they  tell  us  that  each  flower 
has  its  own  peculiar  admirer  from 
among  this  vastly  numerous  tribe, 
and  that  the  beauty  of  its  corolla  is 
heightened  by  the  exquisite  form 
that  seeks  its  sustenance  among  its 
juices.  Be  this  as  it  may,  few  but 
those  who  have  studied  their  life 
history  can  possibly  be  aware  of 
their  early  stages  of  being,  or  the 
many  lives  that  have  been  sacx-ificed 
before  they  assume  their  winged 
state  of  existence.  The  eggs  of  not 
a few  are  laid  by  the  parent  insect  in 
the  leaves  of  such  plants  as  are  in- 
fested with  Aphides,  here  in  the 
summer  and  autumn ; and  the  grubs 
prove  most  formidable  enemies  to 
the  unfortunate  plant  lice.  Their 
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form  is  leech-like,  and,  after  the 
manner  of  other  dipterous  larva’ , 
they  are  not  furnished  with  feet  or 
eyes.  These,  indeed,  they  do  not 
seem  to  need,  as  they  have  only  to 
stretch  their  lithe  form  to  get  at 
their  lithe  prey.  Reaumur  has  des- 
cribed with  minuteness  their  organ  of 
suction.  It  consists  exteriorly,  he 
says,  of  a three-pointed  barb,  open 
at  the  end,  and  furnished  with  a 
sucker.  The  barb  serves  to  pierce 
the  skin,  and  the  sucker  to  pump  up 
the  juices  of  the  body  of  the  aphis- 
This  piston-like  movement  is  con- 
tinued till  nothing  of  the  victim  re- 
mains but  the  dry  and  shrivelled 
skin.  I have  often  seen  the  larva 
so  engaged.  The  barb  pierces  the 
aphis  and  holds  it  erect  till  the 
juices  arc  extracted,  when  the  skin 
is  rejected,  and  other  unfortunates 
are  treated  in  the  same  manner,  till 
the  creature  is  repleted.  When  the 
larva  is  full  grown,  it  attaches  itself 
by  means  of  a viscous  fluid  to  various 
stems  and  twigs  ; the  body  becomes 
curtailed,  though  it  retains  some- 
thing of  its  former  shape.  Th e pupa- 
case  would  have  to  be  adapted  to  the 
color  of  the  vegetation,  to  which  it 
is  made  to  adhere. 

I have  recently  found  some  on 
beech  boles  of  a dark  colour,  like  to 
the  dark  lichen-covered  bole  of  the 

t 

tree  itself.  Others,  again,  of  a 
dappled  character,  on  ferns;  and 
bright  green  semi-transparent  cases, 
on  one  of  our  thread  mosses  (llri/ain 


Ligulatum).  I have  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  hatching  the  tenants  of 
these  several  cases,  which  vaiy,  of 
course,  considerably  in  their  mark- 
ms's  and  characters. — Petek  Inch- 
BALD*,  Storthes  Hall , near  Hudders- 
field, June  8, 1863. 

Lepidoptera. 

Abrostola  Triplasia.- — As  soon  as 
the  young  larva  of  Triplasia  leaves 
the  egg,  it  attacks  the  leaves  of  the 
common  stinging  nettle  with  great 
energy,  eating  small  round  holes 
from  the  under  surface  of  the  leaf. 
This  habit  leads,  not  unfrequently, 
to  the  detection  of  the  young  larvce. 
Though  they  hatch  all  at  once,  yet, 
as  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  with 
other  species,  some  soon  outgrow 
the  others,  and  the  process  of  moult- 
ing is  therefore  very  irregularly 
timed.  I once  found  many  die  on 
changing  the  third  skin,  which  I. 
attributed  to  my  having  given  them 
nettles  which  had  been  attacked  by 
the  Aphis.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable 
to  choose  plants  free  from  that  in- 
sect. The  larva  appears  quite  im- 
pervious to  the  stings — I have  often 
seen  them,  when  they  come  to  one 
take  it  in  the  pro-legs  and  make 
about  three  nips  of  it,  as  though  it 
was  a dainty  morsel.  Before  chang- 
ing the  skin,  the  larva  gets  a degree 
of  transparency  ; or,  perhaps,  a bet- 
ter description  is  that  it  looks  as 
though  filled  with  water. 

I have  taken  a careful  and  minute 
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description  of  the  larva;  but  the 
note-book  containing  it  has  become 
mislaid,  in  moving  from  Kentish 
Town  last  spring.  The  description 
in  the  “ Manual  ” is,  however,  very 
excellent ; and  as  every  entomologist 
has  that  book,  I need  not  extract  it. 
I have  taken  the  liberty  of  transcrib- 
ing the  description  from  Westwood, 
as,  perhaps,  that  work  is  hardly  so 
generally  distributed. 

He  says,  “ Olive-green,  with  white 
streaks  on  the  pedigerous  segments ; 
the  two  following  with  large  black 
spots  on  the  back,  and,  in  all  the 
following  with  lateral  oblique  white 
streaks  edged  with  black.” 

When  full-fed,  the  larva  prefers 
(at  least  in  confinement)  making  its 
cocoon  in  the  flowers  and  seeds  at 
the  top  of  the  nettle,  wearing  a light 
brown  lustreless  cocoon,  drawing  to- 
gether the  seeds  in  a clever  manner, 
and  effectually  secreting  itself.  In 
this  cocoon,  it  changes  to  a pupa  of 
a dull  brown  color,  the  anal  tip  of 
which  is  considerably  hooked,  and 
having  a slight  protuberance  where 
the  wings  meet. 

Some  of  the  imagos  emerge  in  a 
week  or  two  after  the  larval  have 
changed  to  pupa , and  continue  com- 
inp-  out  all  the  autumn,  while  the 
rest  stand  over  till  the  following 
spring.  I have  never  succeeded  in 
obtaining  ova  from  the  autumn  ima- 
gos, and  I,  therefore,  presume  that 
they  arc  barren.  If  I am  mistaken, 
I should  be  glad  to  be  corrected  by 


some  gentleman  who  has  got  eggs 
from  both  spring  and  autumn  in- 
sects. The  former  are  generally 
pretty  full  of  ova ; and  I have  had 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  eggs  from 
them.  I have  never  seen  an  imago 
at  sugar — light  is  a very  excellent 
plan  for  obtaining  them ; and  I have 
frequently  taken  them  at  the  bloom 
of  the  raspberry. 

The  moths  were  very  common 
about  the  hedgerows  at  the  hack  of 
Gloucester  Place,  Kentish  Town ; 
but,  as  the  meadows  are  rajDidly 
being  built  over,  before  long,  Tripla- 
sia  will,  doubtless,  be  a thing  of  the 
past  in  that  locality.  I have  taken 
a few  here;  but  they  are  compara- 
tively rare,  to  what  they  were  at 
Kentish  Town. — P.  Lovell  Keats, 
4,  Haringay  Villas,  Green  Lanes, 
Tottenham. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOFTERA. 

Captures  near  Bristol. — On  May 
26th,  at  Brockley  Comb,  I took  a 
fine  specimen  of  Asclera  sanguini- 
collis.  I have  also  taken,  during 
the  last  month,  the  following  Cole- 
optera : — 

Diphyllus  lunatus. 

Mycetopliagus  4-pustulatus. 

M.  atomarius. 

M.  multipunctatus. 

Triplax  russioa. 

Bit  yzophagus  ferruginous. 
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Jx  . bipustulatus. 

Aphodius  4<-maculatus. 

Clems  formicarius. 

Ptilinus  pectinicornis. 

Ciorms  scrophularioi. 

C.  verbasci. 

C.  thapsus. 

C.  blattarice. 

B rachy tarsus  scabrosus. 

Flat  yrkinus  latirostris. 

Edwyn  C.  Reed,  37,  Love  Street , 
Bristol. 

Captures  near  Monmouth. — As  I 
believe  that  Monmoutli  is  a locality 
but  little  known  to  the  Entomo- 
logical world,  and  many  “ good 
things”  of  various  orders  may  be 
found  within  a radius  of  three  or  four 
miles  thereabout,  I trouble  you  with 
the  following  list  of  Coleoptera  which 
may  be,  and  have  been,  taken  there. 

Cicindela  campestris. 

Vromius  linearis. 

Bleckrus  glabratus. 

Lebia  cklorocepkala. 

Clivina  fossor,  red  and  black. 

Notiophilus  aquations. 

Cyclirus  rostratus. 

Carabus  catenulatus. 

C.  monilis,  green  and  copper. 

C.  violaceus,  and  var. 

C.  nemoralis. 

Nebria  brevicollis. 

]Sr.  complanata,  Swansea. 

Leistus  spinib  arb  is. 

L.  fulvibarbis. 

Loricera  pilicornis. 

Badister  bipustulatus. 


Choenius  nigricornis. 

C.  vestitus. 

Spkodrus  leucophthalmus. 

Calatlms  cisteloides. 

C.  melanocepkalus. 

Anohomenus  angusticollis. 

A.  prasinus. 

A.  albipes. 

A.  oblongus. 

A.  marginatus. 

A.  parumpundatus. 

A.  atratus. 

Thos.  Parry,  Bank,  Merthyr  Tydiril. 

(To  be  continued). 

Captures  on  the  Essex  Coast. — I 
have  taken  the  following  : — 

Clerus  formicarius. 

Bhynchites  pubescens. 

Liopus  nebulosus. 

Saperda  populnca. 

Clythra  4<-punctata. 

Howard  Vaughan,  14,  Oanford 
Street,  Kentish  Town. 

Captures  near  Bowdon. — The  fol- 
lowing species  were  omitted  from 
my  last  list  of  Coleoptera  captured. 
They  were  taken  at  the  same  time  as 
those  mentioned  in  it. 

Oxypoda  opaca,  not  uncommon. 

Homalota  clongatula,  cow  dung, 
Bollin  Valley. 

II.  luridipennis,  in  dung,  Hale 
Moss. 

II.  amicula , Dclamcre  Forest. 

II.  longicornis , with  II.  clongatula ; 
scarce. 

Staph ylinus  cevsarius,  Bollin  \ al- 
ley. 

Thos.  Blackburn,  The  Yews , 

Woodford,  N.,  June  12,  18G3. 
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liEPiDOPTEEA. 

%. 

Captures  at  Wychwood  Forest , etc. 
- — On  tlie  4th  of  June  I met,  by  ap- 
pointment, the  Rev.  H.  A.  Pickard, 
at  Wychwood  Forest,  a fine  locality 
for  Steropes  Paniscus , and  where,  a 
few  years  ago,  we  took  it  in  plenty. 
The  day  was  fine,  but  very  windy, 
which  will,  perhaps,  account  for  a 
rather  meagre  list  of  captures ; yet 
nothing  could  be  more  enjoyable 
than  the  ramble  through  the  fine  un- 
dulating  glades  and  avenues  of  the 
forest.  Excepting  the  commoner 
species,  'our  list  included  8.  panis- 
cus., P.  cenea,  A.  candidata,  A.  syl- 
vata,  I.  lactearia,  C.  taminata , M. 
biriviata,  M.  euphorbiata,  A.  plagiata, 
Crcmbus  perlellus,  and  Adela  fibu- 
iellct ; while  the  butterflies  were  re- 
presented by  T.  rubi , N.  lucina , A. 
eupb/rosyne,  P.  agestis,  T.  alveolus, 
T.  tages , and  P.  sylvanus. 

Amongst  many  common  things  I 
have  lately  got,  C.  spinula,  N.  cris- 
tulalis , F.  glyphica  and  Mi,  F.  punc- 
taria,  T.  punctularia,  F.  Jieparata,  8. 
clatlirata,  F.  atomaria,  A.  remutata, 
F.  albulata  and  decolorata,  C.  pro- 
pugnata,  ferrUgata,  and  nnidxntaria, 
T.  vdriata,  G.  corylata , P.  silaceata, 
some  Fupithecice,  C.  prasinana,  A. 
baumanniana. 

Though  there  is  nothing  very 
wonderful  in  this  list,  it  may  prove 
interesting  to  some  of  your  readers ; 
and  I quite  endorse  your  corres- 
pondent “Orthosia’s”  wish  to  see 
more  such  lists  in  your  pages.  I 


have  been  moving  about  a good  deal 
lately,  or  I would  have  sent  you  a 
list  previously  to  this.  I find 
moving  interferes  with  working  a 
locality  well. — John  T.  D.  Llew- 
elyn, Ynisygerwn , Neath,  June  10, 
1863. 

Captures  on  the  Essex  Coast. — • 
During  the  present  season  I have 
met  with  the  following,  besides 
many  commoner  species  : — 

T.  rubi. 

P.  argiolus. 

T.  alveolus. 

A.  villica. 

E.  lanestris  (larvce). 

S.  pavonia-minor. 

A.  megacephala. 

0.  upsilon, 

F.  advenaria. 

N.  pidveraria. 

C.  corylata. 

V.  maculata. 

E.  affinitata. 

F.  castigata. 

E.  Fxiguata. 

L.  petraria. 

A.  Gentianana. 

Howard  Vaughan,  14,  Ganford 
Street,  Kentish  Town. 

MEETINGS  OP  SOCIETIES. 

Northern  Entomological  Society. 

Continued  from  page  144. 

Mr,  Greening  exhibited  E.  abbre- 
viata  bred  from  larvce  found  in 
Wales,  feeding  in  oak,  The  larva 
of  this  species  is  very  distinct  and 
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well  marked ; full  fed  about  tlie 
middle  of  June.  Fine-bred  N,  Ghao- 
nia,  also  two  large  boxes  of  conti- 
nental butterflies,  presented  to  him 
by  his  esteemed  friend  Mr.  Henry 
Doubleday,  and  collected  by  Dr. 
Staudinger,  Herrick  Schaffer,  Bel- 
lier  and  Guenee.  The  specimens  of 
S inetpis  in  one  of  the  boxes  are  the 
two  varieties  which  Mr.  Gregson 
figured  and  laid  before  the  meeting 
a short-time  since,  as  distinct  species, 
and  were  captured  in  Corsica  last 
season  by  M.  Bellier,  who  unhesitat- 
ingly stated  to  Mr.  Doubleday  that 
they  are  the  same  species,  being 
spring  and  summer  broods.  Dr. 
Staudinger,  who  has  seen  thousands 
in  Andalusia,  states  that  they  are  the 
same  species:  and  Mr.  Doubleday 
says  that  he  has  received  both  the 
varieties  from  M.  Tamier,  of  Dijon, 
as  spring  and  summer  broods.  Mr. 
Doubleday  also  states  that  he  him- 
self has  taken  both  broods  at  Epping, 
the  spring  brood  in  May,  and  the 
summer  brood  in  August,  but  that 
the  two  broods  differ  very  little. 

Dr.  Staudinger  says  this  is  the 
case  in  the  Northern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, but  in  the  South  the  two  broods 


are  always  different.  Mr.  Doubleday 
believes  the  white  specimens  which 
have  been  taken  in  England  have 
occurred  on  the  hot  dry  soil  of  the 
South.  This  is  not  much  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Gregson’s  two  species,  except 
Mr.  Doubleday’s  statement  that  the 
two  broods  differ  very  little  at  Ep- 
ping, and,  until  this  species  has  been 
bred,  Mr.  Gregson  may  be  quite 
right  in  stating  that  we  have  two 
species  under  one  name,  as  S inapis. 
The  spring  and  summer  broods  of  V. 
Lcpvana  are  quite  as  likely  to  be 
good  species  as  the  varieties  of  Sina- 
2ns.  The  beautiful  varieties  of  P. 
JEdinis,  in  the  boxes,  have  only  been 
found  near  Bordeaux. 

A paper  received  from  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Newman,  was  then  read  by  the 
Secretary,  entitled 

“Characters  of  Lepismodcs  inquil- 
inus ,”  by  Edward  Newman. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  then  read  the 
first  part  of  a series  of  papers  on 
“ The  Entomology  of  the  Ancients.” 

A cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
unanimously  accorded  to  Mr.  New- 
man and  to  Mr.  Geldart,  for  their  in- 
structive and  interesting  papers ; also 
to  the  exhibitors,  and  the  President 
for  his  address  and  able  conduct  in 
the  chair. 


Printed  by  R.  & A.  WOOD,  Oonernl  Printers,  Engravers,  and  Lithographers,  at,  their  Oflioes, 
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NEW  LOCALITIES. 


JT  Is  the  reigning  ambition  of 
most  enterprizing  beginners  to 
make  discoveries  in  their  science, 
which  will  stamp  them  as  something 
more  than  mere  tyros.  To  the  dis- 
covery of  new  species  they  especially 
soar,  and  a most  praiseworthy  ambi- 
tion this  is,  but  one  too  often  doomed 
to  years  of  disappointment,  partly 
owing  to  the  “ beaten  track ” method 
pursued  by  so  many  of  them,  and 
still  more  to  the  want  of  method  at 
all.  If  they  live  in  a remote  and 
little  worked  district,  they  look  with 
envy  upon  their  more  favoured  (?) 
“ brethren  of  the  net  and  pin,”  who 
are  enabled  to  collect  constantly  in 
woods  known  to  be  full  of  good  and 
local  species,  never  dreaming  that 
these  in  their  turn  are  longing  for 
the  unexplored  solitude  of  a heathy 
and  wild  mountain  side,  a desolate 
moor,  or  lonely  fen,  a quiet  nook  by 
the  sea,  or  any  place  where  there 
will  be  somewhat  of  the  interest  of 
uncertainty  in  their  explorations. 
Instead  of  wishing  to  be  at  work 
in  localities  whose  produce  is  known, 
let  them  set  to  work  diligently  upon 
whatever  spot  seems  likely  to  be 
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good  in  their  neighbourhood,  (ento- 
mological instinct  will  be  a sufficient 
guide)  and  they,  we  feel  assured, 
will  find  it  will  yield  as  much  to 
them  as  the  best  worked  wood  in 
the  “ home  counties  ” would  to  any 
one  collector,  with  the  additional 
and  pleasant  advantage,  that  they 
have  the  wood  to  themselves,  and 
that  they  are  not  taking  the  same 
set  of  insects  that  a score  other 
entomologists  are  taking,  and  have 
taken  regularly  for  years,  that  if 
they  choose  to  publish  a list,  it  will 
be  of  far  more  interest  than  a dozen 
lists  from  a dozen  hackneyed  loca- 
lities, that  they  are  introducing  a 
locality  to  the  world  of  entomolo- 
gists, establishing  facts  in  the  distri- 
bution and  localization  of  species, 
and  that  they  have  far  more  chance 
of  taking  what  they  desire — a new 
species.  And  might  not  the  London 
entomologists,  and  others  whose 
collecting  ground  is  well  known  and 
generally  worked,  also  take  a hint ; 
they  will  probably  soon  be  off  on 
their  summer  tour,  why  should  not 
they,  when  they  have  so  good  a 
chance,  try  a new  field  for  their 
delightful  labours,  and  see  what  the 
wilds  of  Connemara  will  produce, 
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or,  if  they  cannot  conveniently  go 
so  far,  suppose  they  experiment 
upon  the  picturesque  and  little 
known  coast  of  Dorsetshire,  between 
the  New  Forest  and  the  Isle  of 
Portland.  These  two  places  have, 
indeed,  been  worked  to  a certain 
extent,  but  we  think  there  is  still 
much  to  be  turned  up  there,  of 
which  we  have  no  definite  idea,  but 
we  never  heard  of  anyone  trying 
his  luck  at  Pnrbeck  Island,  midway 
between  the  two.  Then  there  are 
the  attractions  of  a grand  coast,  a 
fine  sea,  and  the  venerable  ruins  of 
Corfe  Castle  to  those  who  do  not 
choose  to  make  entomology  their 
sole  consideration  in  their  summer 
holiday  trip.  The  Isle  of  Angle- 
sea,  also,  has  been  so  far  totally 
neglected : we  think  its  wild  and 
varied  country  must  contain  enough 
good,  perhaps  new,  insects,  to  em- 
ploy an  entomologist  for  a month 
at  Midsummer.  We  point  to  the 
coast  more  because  we  think  it 
useless  to  combat  the  universal 
tendency  to  go  to  the  sea-side  in  the 
heat  of  summer,  than  from  any 
other  reason,  and  undoubtedly, 
the  sea-coast  is  excessively  pro- 
ductive of  insect  life,  and  likely 
to  produce  novelties,  but  we  still 
think  that  some  one  or  two  devoted 
entomologists  might  sacrifice  this 
tendency  to  their  entomological 
tastes,  and  enjoying  the  charms  of 
rural  lanes  and  woodland  paths, 
might  devote  themselves  to  one  of 


our  grand  old  midland  forests,  such 
as  Dean  Forest,  Gloucestershire ; 
Whittlebury,  Bucks  ; Sherwood, 
Notts.  ; Delamere,  Cheshire  ; or  to 
the  fens  of  the  Eastern  counties,  or 
bogs  of  Ireland.  Surely  some  of 
these  suggestions  will  be  taken  up  ; 
we  shall  be  very  much  disappointed 
if  we  do  not  receive  a communica- 
tion from  some  one  of  these  in- 
dicated localities,  or  similar  ones, 
either  from  visitors  specially  to 
them  from  a distance,  or  from  ento- 
mologists living  near,  who  might 
pay  them  an  occasional  visit. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 
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Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Tews,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Neuroptera. 

The  Lacewing  Fly.  — ( Chrysopa 
reticulata.) — I have  just  now  been 
interested  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  Lacewing  Ply  enters  on  its 
winged  life.  I have  pleasure  in 
sending  you  a few  notes  that  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  your  readers. 
The  eggs  of  the  Lacewing  Ply  are 
deposited,  as  is  generally  known,  on 
such  plants  as  are  infested  with 
aphides.  They  are  placed,  for  the 
sake  of  security,  on  gummy  pedicals 
often  an  inch  high,  and  so  smooth 
and  slender  as  perfectly  to  protect 
them  from  attacks  of  creeping  pre- 
dacious insects.  In  due  time  the 
egg  is  hatched,  and  the  larva  begins 
its  work  of  destruction  among  the 
plant-lice.  It  does  not  differ  very 
materially  in  structure  from  other 
neuropterous  larvae;  it  is,  for  many 
weeks,  a very  tyrant  among  the 
aphides,  and  when  it  is  fed  to  the 
full,  it  creeps  to  some  place  of  safety, 
to  undergo  its  coming  change,  affix- 
•na:  itself  to  some  twig  or  blade  of 
grass,  and  gradually  assuming  the 
semblance  of  a more  perfect  state 


of  existence.  I have  this  morning 
seen  one  put  off  its  pupa-clothes. 
Its  exit  reminded  me  strongly  of 
that  of  the  dragon  fly.  There  was 
a cracking  above  the  eyes,  and  the 
bright  lustrous  eyes  appeared ; next, 
the  thorax  was  evolved  ; but  lest 
the  helpless  creature  should  over- 
balance itself,  and  thus  interfere 
with  the  delicate  evolution  of  the 
legs  and  antennae  from  their  prettily 
ringed  sheaths,  nature  has  provided 
it  with  extremely  elastic  belts, 
which  serve  as  suspensary  bands  to 
support  it  whilst  disengaging  itself. 
It  then  seemed  exhausted  with  its 
efforts,  and  rested  to  allow  the  parts 
already  evolved  to  dry.  This  done, 
and  the  legs  having  assumed  firm- 
ness, it  clung  to  the  stem,  and 
gradually  drew  forth  the  body, 
arching  itself  so  as  not  to  touch 
the  wings,  which  were  limp  and 
tenderly  pliable.  The  wings  slowly 
and  gradually  assumed  their  full 
dimensions,  becoming-  more  and 
more  guaze-like  as  they  were  de- 
veloped, the  body  became  longer, 
and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  so, 
the  Lacewing  Ply  attained  its  perfect 
beauty. — Peter  Inchbald,  Storthes 
Hall,  near  Huddersfield. 

CAPTURES. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  near  Monmouth. 

Continued  from  'page  150. 

Pterostichus  cupreus. 

P.  versicolor.  Some  very  brilliant. 
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P.  striola. 

P.  niger. 

P.  oblong opunctatus. 

P.  madidus. 

P.  melanarius. 

P.  min&r. 

P.  vernalis. 

P.  diligens. 

Stomis  pumicatus. 

Amara.  Several  species,  varying’ 
much  in  size  and  color. 

Harp  alas  (sec.  Ophonus ) (?) 

II.  ruficornis  and  var.  griseus. 

H.  cenens.  and  vars. 

H.  latus. 

StenolopTius. 

S.  rneridianus. 

Trechus  discus. 

Bembidium  littorale. 

B.  decorum. 

B.  nstulatum. 

B.  lampros. 

B.  guadrimacnlatum. 

B.  punctulatum  and  some  others. 

T achy  pus  fiavipes. 

Dijtiscus  marginalis. 

V.  punctulatus. 

Acilius  sulcatus. 

Hydroporus  1 2 -punctatus. 

Gyrinus  natator. 

Atemeles  emarginatus.  In  an 
Ants’  nest. 

Leucoparyphus  silphoides. 

Qtiedius (?) 

Creophilus  maxillosus. 

Leistotroplms  nmrinus. 

S tap  hylinus  cry throp  terus. 

S.  ccesarius. 

Ocypus  olens. 


0.  morio. 

0.  compressus. 

Philontlms (?) 

Lathrobium (?) 

Pcederus  riparius. 

Stenus  biguttatus. 

8.  bipunctatus. 

S.  speculator. 

Oxytelus  rugosus. 

Thos,  Parrt,  Bank , Merthyr  Tydvil. 

(To  be  continued). 

Captures  recently  made.  — The 
following  list  of  Coleoptera  con- 
tains the  best  among  my  recent 
captures : — 

Byschirius  nitidus,  Deal. 

IK  jejunus,  Dawson.  I had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  a specimen  of 
this  insect  at  the  beginning  of 
April  on  the  South  Coast.  I did 
not  know  what  it  was  at  the  time, 
or  possibly  I might  have  obtained 
others,  Mr.  E.  A.  Smith  visited 
the  locality  some  weeks  after  and 
fonnd  another  specimen  dead. 

Badister  hu/meralis , Croydon  and 
near  Brighton. 

Pogonus  littoralis.  In  company 
with  P.  chalceus  at  Brighton. 

Anchomenus  Thoreyi,  Brighton. 
Quite  a new  locality  for  it. 

Amara  acuminata , Brighton. 

A.  sprela,  Deal. 

Anisodactylus pceciloides , Deal. 

Harpalus  punctatulus,  Brighton. 

H,  cribellum , Southend. 

H.  discoideus,  Woburn,  Bods. 
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IT.  rubripes,  Brighton. 

Stenolophus  teutonus,  near  Totten- 
ham. 

D.  Sharp,  13,  Loudoun  Hoad, 
St.  John's  Wood.,  London. 

(To  be  continued). 

Neuroptera. 

Ephemera  glaucops.  I have  met 
with  this  species  twice,  but  only  the 
female  sub-imago  ; two  individuals 
at  Wharmton  several  years  ago, 
and  one  only  this  year,  in  the  Bollin 
valley. 

Most  of  the  British  Ephemeridce 
may  he  set  on  card  with  advantage 
every  way  ; and  if  the  setce  are 
curved,  the  outer  ones  in  the  direct- 
ion of  the  wings,  and  the  middle 
one,  when  present,  curved  over  one 
of- the  outer,  they  need  not  take  up 
so  much  room.  I have  Potaman- 
thus  fuscus,  male,  with  perfect  wings 
and  setce  on  a card  measuring  very 
little  over  half  an  inch  square. — • 
Benjn.  Cooke,  49,  Ardwick  Place, 
Manchester. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  in  1863. — Tour  request 
that  entomologists  will  furnish  some 
report  of  their  doings,  induces  me 
to  send  the  following  list — it  is  a 
very  meagre  one,  but  I really  have 
scarcely  made  any  attempt  at  collect- 
ing this  season,  and  I hope  some  of 
my  more  industrious  neighbours  may 
send  you  a supplementary  list. 

Saturnia  Carpini.  Several  bred 
during  May  from  larvae  taken  at 


Killarney  last  June,  feeding  on 
Myrica  Gale.  The  moths  are,  (con- 
trary to  what  I have  observed  of 
Irish  insects  generally)  lighter  in 
color  than  ordinary  English  speci- 
mens, and  the  central  patch  consider- 
ably larger. 

Cerura  Vinula,  A cocoon,  found 
at  Crosby,  produced  this  moth, 
June  1st.  The  cocoon  was  the  size 
and  shape  of  Lasiocampa  Quercus ; 
and  it  was  attached  to  a branch  of 
the  dwarf  sallow,  not  an  eighth  of 
an  inch  in  diameter,  and  mainly 
composed  of  agglutinated  particles 
of  sand.  I mention  it  as  showing 
how  insects  are  able  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  varying  circumstances, 
making  sand  answer  when  bark 
cannot  be  had — there  are  no  trees  of 
any  sort  near  the  spot. 

Chcerocampa  Porcellus.  Imago  at 
rest  on  the  sand.  June  1st. 

Lasiocampa  Trifolii.  The  larva  is 
common  here.  It  feeds  well  on 
raspberry  in  confinement — the  hint 
may  prove  useful,  as  it  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  provide  for  and  rear  on 
the  clover,  and  other  small  plants 
on  which  it  feeds  when  at  large. 
During  the  day-time,  the  larva  is 
difficult  to  find,  concealing  itself  at 
the  roots  of  the  herbage  ; but, 
towards  dusk,  it  has  the  curious 
habit  of  crawling  up  the  wiry  stems 
of  star-grass,  and  is  readily  seen 
and  captured.  What  its  object  is 
I am  unable  to  say,  as  it  does  not 
appear  to  eat  the  star-grass. 
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Orgyia  Fascelina.  Larvce  ex- 
tremely abundant  throughout  May 
on  the  dwarf  sallow  bushes. 

Clostera  Anachoreta.  A fine  series, 
bred  April  1st  to  June  7th.  They 
are  much  easier  to  rear  than  the 
allied  species  Curhila.  It  is  a rare 
sight  to  see  a dead  Auachoreta  larva 
in  the  cage.  If  put  on  short  com- 
mons they  will  make  up  and  emerge 
only  half  the  proper  size.  The 
only  way  to  prevent  their  producing 
moths  is  to  give  them  noth  ing  to  eat. 
It  is  very  strange  how  this  hardy 
insect  came  to  be  so  nearly  exter- 
minated in  England  as  to  be  struck 
out  of  the  list  of  native  species, 
whilst  the  much  more  delicate 
Curtula  maintained  its  ground. 
Some  deadlier  foe  than  the  collector 
must  have  been  at  work. — Edwin 
Bikchall,  Birkenhead,  June  6,  1863. 

(To  be  continued). 

Colchester  Captures.  — Amongst 
my  captures  lately  are : — 

L.  aureola. 

D.  coryli. 

L.  sybilla-larva , May  22. 

D.  olivierella,  June  6. 

B.  testudo,  June  17. 

Bred  Sybilla  from  above  larva, 
June  15.  — H.  Laver,  Colchester, 
June  17. 

Noctuoe  in  Shropshire.  — I have 
great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  record 
the  capture  on  sugar  of  a fine  speci- 
men of  IT,  suasa.  I see  Mr.  Stainton 
gives  Shrewsbury  as  a locality  for 


it;  so  I may  hope  to  get  more 
specimens.  I shall  certainly  keep 
my  eyes  open.  The  rain,  which  we 
have  now  got  in  abundance,  has 
vastly  improved  the  sport  ; since 
my  last  list  I have  taken  plenty  of 
the  usual  frequenters  of  sugar,  and 
among  them  : — 

X.  rurea  var.  Combasta,  1 . 

N.  f estiva,  2. 

A.  putris,  1. 

11.  oleracea,  4. 

E.  Eucipara,  6. 

I have  also  taken  II.  a bruptaria 
at  rest  on  the  bole  of  a tree. — Rev. 
P.  Andrews,  Lilleshall,  Newport, 
Salop. — June  10,  1863. 

Captures  during  the  Spring. — I 
took  the  following  species  during 
April  and  May  of  this  year,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  Harrow. 

Drepana  hamula,  3,  beating 

Platypteryx  lacertula. 

Cilix  spinula,  beating. 

lleliodes  arbuti , not  common  this 
year. 

Sclenia  illustraria,  at  light. 

Hemerophila  abruptaria,  on  palings 
and  at  light ; common. 

Acidalia  remutata,  woods. 

Emmelesia  dccolorata. 

Anticlea  derivata. 

Bar  cut  ia  olivata. 

Eupithcecia  safyrata,  at  light. 

E.  abbreviata,  beating. 

E.  vulgata  ditto ; common. 

E.  coronata. 
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0.  propugnata  aud  IJnidentaria ; 
common  of  course. 

Herminia  barbalis.  Most  of  these 
appeared  rather  earlier  than  usual ; 
and  Ccenonpmplia  pcmwplvilus  was 
fully  out  the  first  week  in  May. 

I shall  be  happy  to  send  Tanagna 
Chcerophyllata  when  it  appears, 
(which  it  always  does  on  the  rail- 
way banks  here  in  abundance)  to 
any  one  who  does  not  mind  the 
trouble  of  “ relaxing,”  on  receipt  of 
box  with  stamps  for  return  post- 
age.— W.  A.  Lewis,  Ilarroiv,  London, 
N.W.,  June  15,  1863. 

Captures  near  Yorlc. — Having  to 
spend  two  or  three  days  at  Sutton 
on  Derwent,  near  York,  upon  busi- 
ness, and  having  a fine  old  wood  at 
hand,  I thought  I would  try  sugar- 
ing. Having  had  very  bad  health 
the  last  few  months,  I have  been 
able  to  do  very  little,  and  it  was  a 
real  pleasure  to  me  on  the  1st 
instant  to  commence  my  summer 
campaign.  My  first  capture  in  the 
wood  was  a fine  female  Pudibunda ; 
then  came  Bemutata,  Subtristata, 
Montanata,  Immanata,  (very  fine 
varieties)  Barbalis,  Ministrana,  Va- 
riata.  Towards  dusk  I found  some 
Silene  flower — and  finding  Becolorata 
flying  very  freely,  I soon  had  the 
- satisfaction  to  find  most  of  my 
boxes  full.  Returning  home  about 
ten  o’clock,  1 took  on  the  road 
'Spinula,  and  a very  fine  series  of 
Exiguata. 


On  the  2nd  instant  I tried  sug:ar, 
but  only  found  one  Bumicis,  one  Bu- 
rea,  and  Batis  ;the  latter  was  very 
common.  Becolorata  was  again  abun- 
dant,  and  on  the  road  back  to  the 
village,  I took  more  Exiguata,  Vul- 
gata,  Immanata,  and  one  “ pug  ” I am 
uncertain  about ; but  I think  it  will 
turn  out  to  be  E.  Fraxinata  Crewe, 

On  Wednesday,  the  3rd,  I came 
home  by  Langwith,  I took  at  rest 
Punchtlata ; on  the  wing  Corylata, 
Impluviata , JEnea,  Immanata , Ato- 
maria,  and  one  specimen  of  Hexap- 
terata — the  latter  puzzled  me  very 
much  at  first,  never  having  seen  the 
insect  alive  before.  It  is  I believe, 
the  first  time  this  species  has  occured 
here.  I also  took  many  larvae.  Be- 
foliaria  was  in  great  abundance ; 
and  I took  two  larvce  at  sugar  on 
the  2nd,  which  were  new  to  me.  I 
shall  not  be  surprised  if  they  turn 
out  to  be  Connexa.  They  went  down 
as  soon  as  I gave  them  earth. — W. 
Prest,  Castlegate,  Yorlc. 

Acherontia  atropos.  I had  the 
pleasure  of  setting  a very  fine  speci- 
men of  Acherontia  atropos,  which  I 
took  at  rest  on  some  palings  on  the 
11th  instant.  It  certainly  must  be 
early  for  this  insect.  I cannot  believe 
it  can  be  a hybernated  specimen  as 
it  is  in  such  good  condition.  R. 
Merryweather,  Town  Wall,  Hartle- 
pool, June  lWi,  1863. 

Various  captures. — During  a few 
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days  spent  at  Sutton,  in  Surrey,  this 
month  I captured  several  insects. 

In  a -wood  near  here  I took  Lim- 
nobia  dumetorum,  and  a few  other 
insects.  In  the  same,  place  at  night, 
I took  a fine  female  Sphaeromias 
albomarginatus.  I took  a lad  female 
(and  a male  which  is  all  black)  two 
years  ago  at  home.  On  Banstead 
Downs  I took  Bombus  sulterraneus 
or  Harrisellus. 

I forgot  to  tell  you  that  my  son 
took  a rare  Pug,  E.  irriguata,  soon 
after  our  return  from  Devon.  I took 
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OUR  CIRCULATION. 


T ATELY  we  have  made  some 
vigorous  appeals  to  our  readers 
for  lists  of  their  captures  and  ob- 
servations, and  it  was  our  pleasant 
task  soon  after  to  return  thanks  for 
the  liberal  and  cordial  way  in  which 
our  request  was  met.  A special  call 
for  lists  of  captures  seems  to  have 
aroused  a real  effort.  We  may  just 
say  here,  in  passing,  that  we  hope 
the  effort  was  not  a merely  spas- 
modic one.  Do  not,  we  entreat 
our  readers,  think  that  one  list  is 
enough.  As  long  as  captures  are 
made  they  may  be  reported.  We 
earnestly  hope  the  number  of  lists 
sent  us  will  not  flag.  One  gentle- 
man has  kindly  volunteered  a 
monthly  report  of  his  proceedings. 
We  here  return  him  our  thanks. 
Will  not  all  follow  his  example  ? 
We  hope  our  subscribers  will  not 
think  we  are  troubling  them  too 
much  if  we  say  that  the  success  of 
one  appeal  leads  us  to  make  another. 


W e all  know  that  “ much  will  have 
moi’e,”  and  in  the  present  instance 
we  are  led  to  think  that  as  our 
readers  care  sufficiently  for  the 
“ Entomologist  ” to  write  for  it,  they 
may  not  be  unwilling  to  make  an 
effort  to  increase  its  sale.  Surely 
every  subscriber  must  know  some 
entomologists  who  do  not  take  this 
paper.  If  he  would  use  his  influence 
with  them  he  would  do  us  a great 
service. 

Nor  need  he  think  that  any  ad- 
ditional subscribers  he  might  gain 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
£ s.  d.  relations  of  the  “ Ento- 
mologist ” alone  (though  we  can 
assure  him  that  this  needs  a little 
such  help),  but  it  would  infinitely 
benefit  the  quality  of  the  paper  it- 
self. It  is  not  likely  that  anyone 
will  be  at  the  trouble  of  reporting 
his  captures  in  the  pages  of  a 
periodical  which  he  never  sees. 
Thus  we  lose  much  information  that 
is  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  once 
interested  in  this  paper  would 
gladly  give  the  benefit  of  it  for  the 
public  good. 
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The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J . B. 
Blackburn,  tbe  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T . Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York  j J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 

to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

T.  Bondii. — Your  readers  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  larva  of 
Tapinostola  (?)  Bondii  has  been 
discovered  by  Mr.  H.  Nicholls,  to 
whom  great  credit  is  due  for  follow- 
ing up  its  history.  As  1 had  anti- 
cipated, it  feeds  on  the  flower  stems 
of  the  Fcstucu  ant udinaceu,  a local 


coast  grass  which,  in  this  country 
I believe  is  only  found  near  Folk- 
stone  and  on  the  Coast  of  Devon. 

I feel  confident  that  Mr.  Nicholls 
has  secured  the  right  larva,  because 
it  is  evidently  such  an  one  as  would 
pertain  to  a species  allied  to  the 
Leucanidce,  or  to  the  species  Miami 
(?)  Arcnosa,  because  also  the  imago 
is  never  found,  but  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  grass,  and  moreover 
because  I had,  in  1861,  collected 
“ the  workings  ” of  what  I felt  sure 
was  the  larva  of  Bondii  although 
I failed  to  secure  the  larva  itself. 

From  full  fed  larva;  which  Mr. 
Nicholls  has  kindly  given  to  me,  I 
draw  the  following  description. 

Seven  or  eight  lines  in  length, 
smooth,  nearly  cylindrical,  the 
largest  segments  being  the  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth,  the  smallest  the 
head,  second  and  anal  segments, 
claspers,  four  abdominal  pairs  and 
one  anal  pair,  the  general  color  is 
dirty  white  with  a faint  whiter 
median  line  along  the  dorsal  region, 

i 

the  second  and  anal  segments  are 
darker,  inclining  to  pale  dirty 
brown,  and  the  head  is  brown,  the 
spiracles  appear  as  minute  dark 
punctules,  each  planter  surface  of  a 
clasper  has  a minute  dark  dot,  the 
lew's  are  pale  dirtv  brown. 

I here  add  a few  remarks  respect- 
mg  (he  earlier  stages  ol  the  insect, 
italicising  so  much  of  its  history  as 
I have  observed.  1 conceive  that 
the  eggs,  which  arc  uj  a pale  yellow 
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color,  are  laid  upon  the  steins  and 
leaves  of  the  food  plant,*  that  on 
hatch  lug,  a whitish  larva  with  longish 
pubescent  hairs  and  a davit  head  is 
produced,  which  mines  its  way  down 
between  a leaf  and  the  stem  for  a short 
distance,  when,  piercing  the  next  inner 
layer,  it  again  mines  down,  piercing 
another  layer,  and  so  on  until  it 
gains  the  pith,  where  I conclude  it 
undergoes  the  remainder  of  its 
larval  and  pupal  life.  The  egg 
hatches  about  the  end  of  August, 
the  larva  is  full  fed  about  the  middle 
of  June,  and  the  moth  appears  to- 
wards the  end  of  June,  and  continues 
to  emerge  through  July.- — H.  G. 
Knaggs,  Kentish  Town  Road,  N.  W. 

B.  rhomboidaria. — Can  you,  or 
any  of  your  correspondents,  give 
me  from  experience  an  account  of 
the  larva  of  Rhomboidaria  and  its 
habits,  as  one  or  two  facts  I have 
observed  do  not  seem  quite  to  tally 
with  Mr.  Stainton’s  description  in 
the  “ Manual.”  My  facts  are  as 
follows  : — In  the  middle  of  February 
last,  I took  on  our  quick  hedge  a 
small,  smooth  dark  brown  Geometric 
larva,  without  any  markings  or  pro- 
tuberances. When  taken  it  was 
about  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
long’  ; it  eat  hawthorn,  and  con- 

* The  pubescent  state  of  the  newly 
hatched  larva  shows,  in  my  estimation, 
that  it  is  at  first  not  naturally  an  internal 
feeder,  although  after  piercing  a layer  of 
the  grass,  it  becomes  smooth  and  more 
adapted  for  its  subsequent  mode  of  life. 


tinned  to  grow  until  the  10th  of 
May,  when  having  reached  a 
length  of  nearly  two  inches,  it  went 
to  chrysalis  in  the  mould,  and  on 
June  14th  produced  a hue  female 
Rhomboidaria.  In  color  the  larva 
exactly  resembled  a twig  of  the  old 
wood  of  the  hawthorn,  being  dark 
ashy  brown,  dusted  with  whitish. 
Again  as  late  as  May  4th,  I found 
on  the  glass  pane  of  our  front  door, 
a pale  drab  Geometric  larva  with 
faint  grey  longitudinal  lines,  and  a 
row  of  greyish  lozenges  on  the  back  ; 
this  also  had  no  protuberances. 
Not  knowing  what  it  was,  and  being 
puzzled  as  to  its  food  plant,  I gave 
it  some  of  the  nearest  leaves,  which 
were  ivy,  growing  on  the  house 
porch.  This  it  eat  with  gusto,  and 
continued  to  live  and  thrive  on  it 
until  May  20th,  when  it  also  went 
to  chrysalis  in  the  mould,  and  on 
June  20th  produced  B.  rhomboidaria 
■ — this  time  a male.  These  facts 
suggest  several  questions.  1st. — 

Had  the  one  I took  in  February 
hybernated  ? Mr.  Stainton  gives 
IX  and  X for  its  appearance.  2nd — - 
Is  there  ever  a constant  difference 
between  the  larvae  which  produce 
males  and  those  which  produce 
females  ? or  was  the  difference  owing- 
to  the  food  plant  ? Certainly  each 
closely  resembled  the  stems  of  the 
plant  on  which  it  fed  ; the  last 
mentioned  larva  being’  hardly  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  young  ivy 
stems ; particularly  the  leaf  stalks. 
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The  only  resemblance  between  the 
two  larvae  was  their  smoothness, 
and  sluggish  habits,  generally  re- 
maining perfectly  motionless  all  day, 
and  not  easily  disturbed  even  when 
touched.  I had  certainly  no  notion, 
whilst  they  were  feeding,  that  they 
belonged  to  the  same  or  even 
to  kindred  species. — Rev.  Percy 
Andrews,  Lilleshall,  Newport,  Salop. 
June  22,  1863. 

P.S. — I can  add  M.  anceps  and 
Miana  Fasiuncula  to  my  list  of 
captures  at  sugar. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  in  1863. — Of  Coleoptera 
I have  taken  : — 

Clcindela  libyrida,  extremely 

abundant  on  sand  hills. 

Cared)  us  nitens,  tolerably  common. 
Anomala  frischii,  „ „ 

Cleonus  sulcirostris  „ „ 

Edwin  Birchall,  Birkenhead, 
June  6,  1863. 

Captures  near  Monmouth  : — • 
(Continued  from  page  155). 
Necrophorus  vestigator. 

N.  humator. 

N.  vespillo. 

Silpha  thoracica. 

S.  dispar. 

S.  tristis. 

S.  obscura. 

S.  laevigata. 


S.  atrata. 

Scaphidiuvi  4<-maculatwn. 

Hister  1 2 -striatus,  and  others. 
Pediacus  dermestoides. 

At  tag  anus  pellio. 

Pyrrhus  pilula. 

Cytilus  varius. 

Sphceridium  scarabceoides. 

Trichius  zonatus,  Neath  and  Swan- 
sea. 

Cetonia  aurata. 

Phyllopertha  horticola. 

Melolontha  vulgaris. 

S erica  brunnea. 

Hoplia  philanthus. 

Oeotrupes  stercorarius. 

G.  vernalis. 

Typhceus  vulgaris. 

Onthophagus  ovatus, 

Aphodius  er rations. 

A.  subterraneus. 

A.  fossor. 

A.  fimetarius. 

A.  ater. 

Bucanus  eervus. 

Dorcus  parallelopipedus. 
Sinodendron  cylindricum. 
Cratonychus  rufipes, 

Cardi op  hones  tho  racicus. 

Corymb  ites  pectinicornis. 

C.  cuprous. 

C.  tesselatns 

C.  castan&us.  At  Trelleck,  near 
Monmouth. 

Agriotes  lineatus. 

A.  obscunes. 

Adrastns  pollens. 

Thos.  Parry,  Bank,  Medley  r Tydvil. 
(To  be  continued). 
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Captures  recently  made : — 
{Continued  from  page  156P 

Haploglossa  nidicola,  near  Reigate, 

Callicerus  obscurus,  Brighton. 

Calodera,  No.  1,  Wat.  Cat.,  Ham- 
mersmith. 

Tachyusa  leucopa,  near  Tottenham. 

T.  atra,  Hammersmith. 

T.  uvula,  Deal. 

T.  sulcata,  Brighton  and  Southend. 

Ocyusa  maura,  Hammersmith. 

Homalota  vestita,  Brighton  and 
Southend. 

II.  gregaria,  Brighton. 

II.  puncticeps,  (Wat.  Cat.) 
Brighton. 

II.  exilis,  Hammersmith. 

H.  brunnea,  Croydon. 

Myllcena  dubia,  Brighton. 

Quedius  maurorufus,  Hampstead. 

Q.  boops,  Hanrpstead. 

Philonthus  lepidus,  Deal. 

P.  ceplialotes,  Hampstead. 

P.  micans,  Hammersmith. 

Leptacinusparuvipunctatus,  Hamp- 
stead. 

L.  batyclirus,  Southend. 

Lathrobium  multipunctum,  Hamp- 
stead. 

L.  quadrature,  Hammersmith. 

L.  terminatum,  Wimbledon. 

L.  longulum,  Brighton  and  South- 
end. 

Cryptobium  fracticorne,  Wimble- 
don. 

Pcederus  riparius,  Brighton. 

P.  caligatus.  I took  one  of  this 
species  in  the  London  district  at  the 
beginning  of  May.  T have  visited 


the  spot  since,  but  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  another  specimen. 

Stenus  biguttatus,  Hammersmith 
and  Tottenham. 

S.  bipunetatus,  with  the  preced- 
ing, but  much  commoner. 

S.  guttula,  Tottenham. 

D.  Sharp,  13,  Loudoun  Poad,  St. 

John's  Wood. 

(To  be  continued ). 

Captures  near  Glasgotv. — I as- 
cended Ben  Lomond  on  the  6th  of 
June  last  in  search  of  Miscodera 
arctica  and  Pairobus  septentrionis, 
but  did  not  meet  with  either,  to  my 
g’reat  disappointment. 

I fancy  that  I must  have  been  too 
early  ha  the  season  for  Coleoptera,  as 
the  Ben  is  noted  for  pi’oducing  this 
order  of  insects,  and  I saw  but  very 
few.  I subjoin  a list  of  my  more 
important  captures  during  last 
month,  with  notes  thereon : — 

Carabus  nitens.  The  remains  of 
a specimen  under  a stone  on  the 
top  of  Ben  Lomond. 

Patrobus  excavatus,  several  on  Ben 
Lomond. 

Olisthopus  rotundatus,  Ben  Lomond 
and  Garelochead. 

Proscus  ceplialotes,  under  decaying 
seaweed  on  the  coast  of  Ayrshire. 

Anchomenus  marginatus,  common 
on  the  banks  of  ponds,  under  stones. 

Anchomenus  mcestus,  near  Paisley. 

Pterostichus  orinomus,  five  on  the 
top  of  Ben  Lomond. 

Pterostichus  nigrita,  common 
everywhere. 


165 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


P.  mdanarius,  common  every- 
where. 

P.  niger,  common  everywhere. 

P.  madidus,  common  everywhere. 

P.  striola,  common  everywhere. 
Amara  aulica,  in  sandpits. 

Nebna  G y llenlbolii , on  Pen  Lo- 
mond. 

Anisodadytns  binotatus,  on  the 
shores  of  Loch  Lomond  at  Bullock. 

Aepys  marinus,  nine  at  Dunbar- 
ton, and  thirty-five  at  Gai'elochead. 

I  find  this  species  only  under  stones 
which  lie  rather  deeply  buried  in  the 
sand,  under  high  water  mark.  It 
prefers  sand  which  does  not  retain 
much  moisture,  and  when  once 
found  you  may  be  sure  of  getting 
a large  quantity. — Tnos.  G.  Bishop 

G,  Nixon  Street,  Glasgow. 

(To  be  continued). 

Lrpidoptera. 

Noduce  in  Shropshire. — Since  my 
last  communication  I have  taken, 
amongst  other  commoner  species,  the 
following,  all  at  sugar  : — 

2 H.  suasa. 

1 II.  dentina. 

4 A.  gemina. 

3 N.  f estiva. 

1 X.  hepatica. 

2 II.  adusta. 

1 P.  tenebrosa. 

1 G.  bilinea. 

1 N.-Cnigrmn. 

Besides  II.  thalassina  and  E.  lucipara 
in  abundance.  — Rev.  Percy  An- 
drews, Lilleshall,  Newport,  Salop, 
June  20,  18G3. 


Captures  in  18G3  ( continued ). — 
Dianthcecia  capsophila — several  bred 
April  24  to  June  4,  from  larval 
found  August  last,  feeding  on  the 
unripe  seeds  of  Silene  maritime,.  In 
none  of  these  specimens  is  there  a 
trace  of  the  brown  or  yellow  of  D. 
carpopliaga.  In  the  shape  of  the 
wings,  the  pure  black  and  white 
colouring1,  and  the  absence  of  a bar 
on  the  hind-wings,  which  are  uni- 
formly dark,  and  on  which  the  spot 
so  distinctive  of  Dianthcecia  forms 
a white  point,  they  approach  more 
closely  to  Conspersa  than  to  Carpo- 
phaga,  and  the  proper  position  of  the 
new  species  appears  to  be  between 
these  two  insects.  The  pointed 
body  and  the  protruding  ovipositor 
of  the  females  of  Capsincola  and 
Cucubali  seem  to  require  a sub- 
section of  the  genus.  I had  no  op- 
portunity of  comparing  the  larva 
of  Capsophila  with  that  of  Carpo- 
phaga,  but  hope  to  do  so  this  season. 
They  are  certainly  very  like  Carpo- 
phaga  larva;,  but  this  is  only  what 
might  be  expected.  Mr.  Doubleday 
informs  me  that  the  larva ; of  Con- 
spersa and  Capsincola  are  so  similar 
that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  separate 
some  of  them. 

Eubolia  Lineolaria , May  10  to 
3 imp  7,  on  the  wing. 

Melanippe  galiata,  abundant  on 
sand-hills,  June  2. 

Pyrausta  Ostrinalis,  ditto. 

Eupitlioecia  tenuiata,  bred  June 
1 to  4. 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


166 


E.  Tr  isignaria,  ditto. 

E.  Venosata,  May  10  to  June  4, 
from  Irish  larva1-.  The  moths  are 
dark  slate  coloured. 

E.  vulgata,  abundant  everywhere. 

E.  Pulchellata , several,  May  30. 

I have  only  sugared  once  this 
season — on  the  4th  of  June.  G 
trilinea,  M.  brassicce  and  albicolon, 
Caradrina  morpheus,  R.  tenebrosa ■ 
Hadenct,  dentina,  Oleracca  and  Sucisa , 
were  the  visitors  who  favoured  me 
with  their  company. — Edwin  Birch- 
all,  Birkenhead , June  6,  1863. 

Captures  in  Westmoreland. — I have 
but  a meagre  report,  owing  to  wet 
and  stormy  weather,  and  being  laid 
up  with  rheumatism.  Sometimes  I 
have  one  leg  to  walk  with  and  the 
other  to  drag,  and  at  other  times 
both  legs  refuse  to  go.  Then  I have 
to  set  my  captures  in  bed.  However 
I have  picked  up  the  following 
species. 

Polyommatus  agestis. 

P.  alsus. 

Ino  statices. 

Ellopia  fasciaria,  (bred.) 

Asthena  luteata. 

Acidalia  fumata. 

E upithecia  constridata. 

E.  plumbeolaria. 

Thera  conifer  at  a. 

Melanippe  hastata. 

Tanagm  a chce  rop  hi  licit  a. 

Acronyda  salicis  (var.) 

Botys  pandalis. 

Penthinci  cctpreana. 


Mixodia  ratzburgh  iana. 
Phoxopteryx  siculana.  ■ 

Epmpp  ip  hora  signatema,  (bred 
from  sloe). 

E.  trigemincma. 

S.  conifercma. 

Catoptria  hypericana. 

S m ncethis  sci ntillulana. 
Diplodomama.rginepunctella(hve&') 
Xymatoda  melaneUa. 

Tinea  albipunctella. 

T.  ruricolella. 

Lampronia  luzella. 

Gelechia  Anthylidella  (?)  (bred). 
Butalis  fusco-cenella. 

Argyresthia  conjugella. 

A.  retinellcc. 

A.  farinatella,  (bred). 

Zelleria  hepariella. 

Ornix  avellanella. 

Asydina  fuscociliella. 

S tap  hensia  brunnichella. 

Eladnsta  rhyncosporella. 

P ter  op  horus  p lag  iodcocty  lus. 

P.  tetradactylus. 

J.  B.  Hodgkinson,  Withersladc, 
June  23,  1863. 


EXCHANGE. 

Free  Offer. — Having  a quantity  of 
pupa  of  zygence  lonicerce  to  spare,  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  supply  anyone 
wanting  it  on  receipt  of  box  and 
return  postage.  Parties  wanting  it 
must  be  quick  in  their  application, 
for  I expect  them  out  in  the  course 
of  another  week. — B.  Gibson,  Wake- 
fie-ld,  June  23,  1863. 
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THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 

^ Y\UT  of  sight,  out  of  mind,”  is  a 
very  old  but  a very  truthful 
saying.  Two  years  ago  the  learned 
author  of  the  book  whose  title  heads 
this  article,  as  editor  of  the  “ Intelli- 
gencer,” frequently  brought  before 
his  readers  statements  of  the  ad- 
vance which  he  was  making  in  his 
work,  and  then  everybody  seemed  to 
have  an  eye  to  the  progress  of  the 
“ Natural  History,”  in  his  labours 
among  the  Tineina.  During  the 
last  two  years,  the  author  of  the 
book  alluded  to  having  ceased  to  be 
editor  of  the  “Intelligencer,”  the 
notices  which  formerly  kept  the 
public  mind  alive  to  the  fact  that  dis- 
coveries in  the  Tineina  were  particu- 
larly wanted,  have  ceased  to  appear, 
consequently  we  fear  the  public 
mind  has  ceased  to  remember  the 
fact.  This  week  a short  announce- 
ment appears  in  our  pages  from  Mr. 
Stainton,  which  will,  we  hope,  give 
a fresh  impulse  to  observation  and 
discovery.  We  have  been  much 
gratified  by  a perusal  of  the  cata- 
logue referred  to,  as,  indeed,  every 
entomologist  must  be.  Who  can 


[Price  2d. 


fail  to  rejoice  in  knowing  that 
materials  are  now  in  the  proper 
hands  for  descriptions  and  figures  of 
so  larg’e  a proportion  of  the  entire 
group  of  Tineina,  which  will,  we 
doubt  not,  be  published  in  the  same 
truly  admirable  manner  that  those 
already  completed  have  been. 

On  looking  over  Mr.  Stainton’s 
catalogue  referred  to  in  his  notice, 
we  find  nearly  five  hundred  species 
enumerated,  of  all  of  whose  larvce  he 
possesses  figures  and  descriptions. 
This  is  indeed  a wonderful  announce- 
ment, and  speaks  most  unmistake- 
ably  of  the  untiring  energy  of  the  en- 
tomologist, to  whose  exertions  this 
marvellous  advance  in  science  is 
mainly  owing.  But  a few  years 
since  the  Tineina  were  almost  un- 
known, for  a species  can  scarcely  be 
called  “known”  unless  we  have  its 
life  history.  Now  these  atoms  of 
creation  are,  perhaps,  as  well  known 
as  any  group  of  insects,  and  cer- 
tainly on  no  group  is  there  so 
minutely  accurate  a work  as  Mr. 
Stainton  is  publishing  on  the 
Tineina. 

The  catalogue  to  which  we  have 
been  refering,  however,  is  not 
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brought  forward  merely  to  souud 
the  note  of  triumph  over  the  con- 
quered difficulties  of  this  branch  of 
science,  still  less  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  the  entomological  world. 
Its  object  is  rather  to  set  before  the 
public  mind  the  species  omitted  than 
those  inserted.  Its  author  aims  high. 
Five  hundred  larvce  figured  and  des- 
cribed fail  to  satisfy  him  while  there 
remain  a thousand  to  be  yet  investi- 
gated. Can  the  readers  of  the  “ En- 
tomologist do  anything  to  lessen 
this  number  ? We  are  persuaded 
that  they  can.  The  only  question  is 
whether  they  will.  We  by  no  means 
wish  to  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  individual  collector  to  work 
with  a special  view  to  this  object, 
nor  would  Mr.  Stainton.  Some 
study  other  groups  ; — some,  literally, 
have  not  time  for  the  close  observa- 
tion necessary — but  too  many  study 
no  group,  and  have  the  time  without 
using  it.  To  such  we  appeal  most 
earnestly  for  aid.  To  all  we  say, 

“ Be  on  the  look  out,  and  remember 
the  ‘Natural  History  of  the 
Toneina .’  ” 


Tue  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Coll  ingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 


Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discoveiy, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  commun  i- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Coleoptera. 

Setting  of  Coleoptera.  — In  the 
“Weekly  Entomologist,”  Yol.  I., 
pp.  4,  21,  and  29,  are  three  notes 
upon  this  subject,  which,  whether 
taken  separately  or  collectively,  aie, 
in  my  mind,  very  far  from  exhaust- 
ing it,  or  even  from  conveying  the 
information  required  by  incipients 
in  the  art — for  art  it  surely  is,  when 
tho  objects  arc  of  the  length,  from 
“snout  to  tail,”  of  one-eighth  of  an 
inch  or  less. 

In  the  “ Entomologists’  Annual  ” 
for  1856,  p.  105,  Mr.  Frederick 
Smith,  says,  in  his  “ Instructions  in 
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collecting  the  Aculeate  Hymenop- 
tera " — “ A well-set  bee  is  a beauti- 
ful object and  again,  at  p.  106 — 
“ A collection  well-set,  in  the  man- 
ner pointed  out,  is  worth  a pilgrim- 
age to  look  at.”  To  these  remarks 
I heartily  subscribe,  and  what  I feel 
so  true  as  regards  Hymenoptera,  is 
no  less  so  with  respect  to  Coleoptera 
— in  fact,  they  apply  with  equal 
force  to  all  insects,  of  whatever 
order.  Where  grace  and  elegance 
are,  there  beauty  must  be,  especially 
when  the  charm  of  color  is  likewise 
present.  All  these  attributes  are 
fully  manifested  in  the  insect  world, 
which  affords  so  many  instances  of 
Creative  Wisdom. 

The  desire  is  to  preserve  and  ex- 
hibit their  forms  as  beheld  in  nature, 
and  in  the  following  observations  it 
is  proposed  to  point  out  “ in  full  ” — 
as  asked  by  one  of  your  corres- 
pondents— what  seem  to  me  the  best 
modes  of  accomplishing  it. 

I  shall  in  this  paper  confine  my- 
self to  such  insects  of  the  order 
Coleoptera  as,  from  their  minuteness, 
render  it  advisable  to  set  them  on 
card  or  paper,  and  hope  to  draw  the 
attention  of  others  to  this  matter,  as 
I am  far  from  thinking  my  own 
modus  operandi  is  the  best  in  vogue, 
but  it  may  induce  others  to  com- 
municate better  plans  through  the 
medium  of  your  pages ; thus,  in  the 
end,  we  may  attain  the  object 
sought— viz.,  the  best  mode  of  setting 
Micro-  Coleoptera. 


The  chief  object  of  setting  the 
specimens  is  to  display  their 
scientific  characters  as  fully  as  pos- 
sible for  the  purpose  of  study,  and 
the  investigation  of  genera  and 
species.  No  plan  has  hitherto  an- 
swered so  well  as  setting  the  speci- 
mens on  card  or  paper,  as,  when 
once  dry,  the  legs,  antennas,  &c.,  are 
securely  fixed  in  the  positions  re- 
quired. How  to  do  this  it  is  my  pur- 
pose now  to  explain. 

Supposing’  myself  with  my  setting 
case  before  me,  my  captures  suffi- 
ciently relaxed  for  the  operation, 
and  that  I am  about  to  practice  on  a 
Curculio — say  Clonus  pulchelius — 
the  implements  required  are — 

1 A simple  microscope,  fitted  with 
a g’ood  doublet. 

2 Two  fine  cork  bungs,  each  of 
about  l|-inch  diameter. 

3 A join  brace. 

4 A setting1  needle. 

5 A pair  of  tongs,  such  as  are 
used  by  watchmakers. 

6 A small  camel’s  hair  brush. 

7 A hook. 

Also  these  accessories,  viz. — 

8 A relaxing  bottle,  containing 
shredded  laurel  leaves. 

9 Card — the  finest,  whitest,  and 
thinest  to  be  procured — cut  into 
pieces  3-inches  square. 

10  Gum  Tragacanth,  diluted  with 
boiling  water  to  the  consistency  of 
treacle. — S.  J.  Wilkinson,  7,  Jef- 
frey's Square,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C. 

(To  le  continued.) 
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Lepidoptera. 

Information  wanted. — I should  be 
much  obliged  for  information  respect- 
ing the  food  plant  of  Procris  Geryon, 
as  I have  a few  eggs  either  of  this 
species  or  Statices,  and  have  no 
knowledge  on  the  subject  except 
what  I have  gained  from  the 
“Manual.” — J.  E*  Robson,  Olive 
Street  Hartlepool. 

Unknown  Larvce. — I have  just  pre- 
prepared a list  of  the  Tineina  larvce, 
which  have  been  described  and 
figured  for  the  “ Natural  History  of 
the  Tineina,”  and  shall  be  happy  to 
forward  a copy  to  any  fellow  labourer, 
in  that  group  of  insects. — H.  T. 
Stainton,  Mountsfield,  Lewisham, 
S.E.,  June  30,  1863. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  near  Monmouth  : — 

( Continued  from  page  163.) 

Elodes  pallida. 

Lampyris  noctiluca,  male  and  fe- 
male. 

Telephones  fuse  us. 

T.  lividus. 

T.  melanurus. 

Podabrus  lateralis. 

Malachius  bipustulatus. 

Clems  formicarius. 

Corynetes  cceruleus. 

Ptinus  crenatus. 

Lyctus  canaliculatus. 

Plaps  mucronata. 


Lagria  hirta. 

Mclandria  earaboides. 

Pyrocliroa  rubens. 

Anthicus (?)  Swansea. 

Bliipiphorus paradoxus,  in  a wasp's 
nest. 

Sitaris  humeralis,  ditto. 

Qddemera  ccerulea. 

Bhinosimus  plan  irostris. 

B ruch/us  rufimanus. 

Anthribus  albinus. 

Attelab  us  ourculionides. 

Bhynchites  betuleti. 

Apion  miniatum, 

Cneorhinus  exaratus. 

Strophosomus  coryli. 

Tanymeeus  palliatus. 

Sitones  lineatus. 

Alophus  triguttatus. 

Barynotus  obscurus. 

B.  moerens. 

Hylobius  abietis. 

Phytonomus  rumicis. 

P.  nigrirostris. 

Ph yllobius  argentatus. 

P. (0  ‘ 

Otiorhynchus  picipes. 

O.  scabrosus. 

E nrh  inus  b imaoul at  ns. 

E.  vorax. 

Grypidius  equiseti. 

Balaninus  nucum. 

P.  ’ (?) 

Tachyerges  salicis. 

Cionus  scrophularice. 

C.  thapsus. 

Seolyfus  destructor. 

Tiios.  Parry,  Bank,  Merthyr  Tydwil 
(To  be  continued). 
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Captures  recently  made  : — 
(Continued  from  page  104.) 
Bledius  tricornis,  in  great  profu- 
sion at  Deal. 

B.  fracticornis,  Hammersmith. 

B.  opacus,  ditto. 

Platysthetus  cornutus,  ditto. 

P.  capito,  Brighton. 

Coprophilus  striatulus , single  speci- 
mens occur  on  the  pavements  about 
this  neighbourhood  in  the  spring. 
Lesteva  punctata,  Brighton. 
Megarthrus  liemipterus,  Croydon. 

I have  also  taken  the  following  from 
ants’  nests : — 

Dinar  da  Markellii. 

Oxypoda  fonniceticola. 

0.  hcemorrhoa. 

Quedius  brevis. 

Leptacinus  formicetonm . 
Xantholinus  atratus  (P.  rufa). 
Den'd/ropliilus  pygmceus. 

Saprinus  piceus. 

Monotoma  augusticollis. 

M.  conicicollis. 

Uoeterius  sesquicorn  is. 

Atemeles  emarginatus. 

Homceusa  acuminata,  with  F.  nigra 
at  Croydon. 

Claviger  foveolatus. 

D.  Sharp,  14,  Loudoitn  Load,  St. 
John’s  Wood. 

Captures  near  Glasgow  : — ■ 

(Continued  from  page  165.) 

. Bembidium  obtusvm , Lochgoil. 
Ulster  unicolor,  Tollcross  sandpit. 
II.  bimaculatus , ditto  ditto, 


Quedius  molochinus,  common  under 
stones. 

Q.  brevis , Lochgoil. 

Plrilonthus  laminatus,  in  rotten 
stumps  of  trees. 

P carbonarius,  under  stones. 

P.  scutatus,  under  stones. 

Bembidium  biguttatum,  Tollcross 
sandpit. 

Oxytelus  rugosus,  under  stones  at 
Hogganfiekl.  — Thos.  G.  Bishop, 
6,  Nixon  Street,  Glasgow. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  in  South  Wales. — During 
the  past  fortnight  I have  been  at 
home,  and  have  taken  a goodly 
number  of  Lepidoptera,  amongst 
which,  perhaps,  a specimen  of 
Hadena  contigua  may  be  the  best.  I 
have  also  taken  one  H.  velleda, 
variety  “ carmis,”  though  I have 
never  seen  the  normal  type  of  the 
insect. 

L.  camelina,  beaten  from  oak. 

T.  batis,  abundant  at  sugar. 

C.  duplaris,  common. 

A.  rumicis,  ditto. 

L.  pudorina,  several  at  sugar. 

L.  comma. 

L.  impura. 

X.  rurea,  var.  combusta. 

M.  fasciuncula. 

G.  trilinea,  var.  bilinea. 

B.  tenebrosa. 

A,  tritici. 

A.  /estiva,  varieties. 

N.  bruunea. 

N.  G. -nigrum. 
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E.  lucipara. 

A.  heriida , three  or  four,  one  of 
which  is  a fine  glaucous  variety. 

H.  adust  a. 

H.  pisi. 

H.  oleracea. 

H.  thalassina. 

II.  contigm,  one  at  sugar. 

Erastria  fuscula,  at  sugar. 

A.  luteata. 

A.  sylvata,  very  abundant. 

E.  heparata , common. 

M.  albicillata,  ditto. 

I have  never  seen  Nodua  C.- 
nigrum  common,  and  was  glad  this 
year  to  secure  a single  good  speci- 
men, which  is  about  the  third  or 
fourth  I have  taken.  I do  not  think 
it  is  at  all  a common  insect  in  this 
neighbourhood.  I have  also  taken 
two  or  three  of  the  banded  variety 
“ oonsortaria  ” of  Boannia  rhomboid- 
aria,  which  I take  every  year, 
though  not  often  in  good  condition. 
— J.  T.  D.  Llewelyn,  Ynisygerwn, 
Neath,  Glamorganshire. 

Captures  near  Newport.  — I con- 
tinue to  forward  you  a list  of  my 
doings,  for  the  benefit  of  residents  in 
or  visitors  to  Salop,  so  beg  to  add 
the  following,  taken  since  my  last 
list,  all  at  sugar,  and  hence  all 
Noduce. 

M.  anceps. 

M.  fasciuncula. 

N.  augur. 

G.  trilinea. 

L.  comma. 


L.  pollens. 

N.  triangulum. 

N.  typica. 

Rev.  Percy  Andrews,  Lilleshall, 
Newport,  Salop. 

Captures  near  Oxford. — As  lists  of 
captures  seem  to  be  in  request,  I 
send  you  the  following  account  of 
my  doings  in  the  Lepidoptera  during 
the  past  term,  or  rather  two  terms, 
if  I must  be  exact.  I should  have 
been  able  to  show  a longer  list,  if  I 
had  not  been  totally  unfurnished 
both  as  regards  setting  boards  and 
implements  of  the  chase  during  the 
first  few  weeks.  I have  omitted 
the  very  abundant  species. 

Anthocharis  cardamines,  Bagley 
Wood,  common. 

Argynnis  euphrosyne,  ditto  ditto. 

Nemeobius  lucina — I have  seen 
but  not  taken  this  insect,  near  the 
above  locality. 

Thymelc  'alveolus,  Bagley  Wood. 

Thanaos  tages,  ditto. 

Lophopteryx  camelina,  a pair  be- 
tween Oxford  and  Iffley. 

Diloba  coeruleocephala,  in  the  larva 
state,  ditto. 

Dasychira  pudibwida,  near  Cas- 
sington. 

Nemeophila  plantaginis,  Bagley 
Wood. 

Callimorpha jacobanv,  near  llead- 
ington. 

Cilix  spinula,  as  early  as  the  20th 
of  April. 

Bryophila  perla,  very  abundant  in 
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the  larva  state.  It  comes  out  from 
the  chinks  in  the  wall, 'in  which  it 
hides,  after  a shower  of  rain. 

Busina  tenebrosa , at  sugar  in 
Bagley  Wood. 

Heliodes  arbuti,  near  Cassington. 

Phytometra  2Enea,  Bagley  Wood. 

Venilia  maculata,  ditto,  abundant. 

Amphidasys  betularia. 

Tephrosia  crepuscularia , ditto,  not 
common. 

Iodis  lactearia,  ditto. 

Ephyra  triUnearia,  ditto. 

Asthma  candidata,  ditto. 

A.  Sylvata,  ditto. 

Cabera  pusaria , ditto. 

Corycia  taminata,  ditto. 

Macaria  liturata,  ditto. 

Lozograma  petraria ,*  ditto,  abun- 
dant. 

Lomaspilis  marginata,  common  in 
hedges. 

Eupithecia  satyrata , everywhere. 

E.  exiguata,  near  Whiteham 
Wood. 

Phibalapteryx  lignata,  abundant 
near  Iffley. 

Gidaria  silaceata,  Bagley  Wood. 

Anait  is  plagearia,  Whiteham  Wood 

Herminia  barbalis,  Bagley  Wood. 

Nola  cristulisy  ditto,  and  Balliol 
Quad. 

Eulia  ministroma. 

Pardia  tripunctana. 

Lithographia  campoliliana,  Horse- 
path. 

Anchylopera  lundana,  ditto. 

Argyrotoza  cormayana. 


Grapholita  Ulicetana,  abundant 
everywhere. 

Sericoris  lacunana,  ditto,  ditto. 

Swammerdammia  Apicella. 

Glyphiteryx  fuscoviridella. 

Argyresthia  Epliippella,  Whiteham 
Wood. 

Zelleria  Hepariella  (? ) Bagley 
Wood. 

Tischeria  Marginea,  ditto. 

Litliocolletis  Cramerella. 

L.  spinolella, 

L.  emberyzipennella. 

E.  M.  Geldart,  Bose  Hill,  Bowdon, 
June  30,  1863. 

Diptera. 

Captures  near  Glanville’s  Wootton. 
— I have  lately  met  with  the  follow- 
ing species : — 

Oxycera  pygmcea,  one,  for  the  first 
time  here. 

0.  anatis,  two  or  three. 

O.formosa,  one. 

0.  pa/rdalina. 

Stratiomys  cliamceleon,  one. 

Selandria  ovata. 

Bhamphidia  flava. 

My  sons  have  taken — 

Osmylvs  chrysyps , two  or  three. 

Chrysopa  capitata,  twenty-two.  I 
have  only  taken  one  before,  and  that 
many  years  ago,  in  August. — J.  C. 
Dale,  Gian  Wootton,  Sherborne, 
Dorset. 
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Captures  near  Manchester : — ■ 

Palloptera  pulchella,  one  on  win- 
dow, June  27. 

Tipula  longicornis.  This  species, 
thouo-h  scarce,  occurs  in  various 
localities  around  Manchester,  and  is 
not  confined  to  moor  or  heath.  Took 
one  June  25,  in  a field ; I have  not 
met  with  the  female. 

Ceratopogon  fasciatus,  one  on  trunk 
of  poplar,  by  the  side  of  a brook, 


June  25.  — Benjamin  Cooke,  49, 
Ardwiclc  Place , Manchester , July  3, 
18G3. 

EXCHANGE 

Free  Offer. — I shall  be  glad  to 
send  eggs  of  Asp'dates  strigdlaria  to 
any  one  who  would  like  to  have 
them.  They  are  from  the  Irish 
variety,  which  is  larger  and  more 
suffused  in  the  colouring  than 
English  specimens. — Edwin  Birch- 
all,  Birkenhead,  June  30,  1863. 
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TI1E  SEASON. 

npHB  speculative  nature  of  the 
-L  mind  of  man  may  be  seen  in 
every  pursuit  that  he  follows, 
aud  in  entomology,  as  in  every 
other  science.  Who  does  not, 
at  the  commencement  of  every 
season,  almost  before  the  first  day’s 
sun  has  given  notice  that  it  has 
commenced,  form  an  opinion,  or 
rather  endeavour  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  what,  in  an  entomological 
point  of  view,  is  to  be  the  g'eneral 
character  of  the  year?  And  it  is 
marvellous  how  often  we  are  mis- 
taken— how  very  rarely  the  expecta- 
tions formed  are  realised. 

Early  in  the  present  year  the 
view  generally  taken  with  regard 
to  the  season  was  a favourable 
one.  The  mild  winter,  and  the  con- 
sequent captures  in  December  and 
January  of  hybernating  insects  that 
had  found  it  unnecessary  to  hyber- 
nate,  and  others  that  had  been 
cheated  into  the  belief  that  it  was 
March,  and  when  March  and  April 
did  come,  the  brilliant  weather  with 
which  they  were  welcomed  and  bid 
adieu — these  causes  no  doubt  served 
to  give  too  sanguine  a hue  to  our 


dreams.  We  must  confess  to  having 
been  ourselves  among  the  prophets 
of  good— we  fear  we  must  say  mis- 
taken prophets. 

Correspondents  pretty  generally 
complain  of  the  present  scarcity  of 
insects,  and  some  seem  to  wonder 
that  such  complaints  should  be 
called  forth  in  a season  so  unusually 
fine  and  favourable  for  entomological 
work  as  it  has  been  hitherto.  Has  the 
promise  of  the  spring  been  proved 
false  by  the  summer  ? On  the 
whole  we  think  not.  While  we  are 
quite  ready  to  admit  that  the  season 
is  singularly  unproductive,  especially 
for  Lepidopterci , we  are  prepared  to 
maintain  that  the  early  part  of  the 
year  gave  no  particularly  bright 
prospect.  It  cannot  be  denied,  cer- 
tainly, that  many  species  put  in  an 
appearance  at  an  earlier  date  than 
in  other  years  of  late,  but  as  a rule 
they  were  by  no  means  common. 

As  instances  of  this  we  may  cite 
the  facts  that  we  ourselves  captured 
two  insects  which  are  generally 
taken  at  the  end  of  March  and  in 
April,  N.  liispiWana  and  A.  prodro- 
uicma,  in  February,  but  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year  (1801)  in  no 
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former  season  have  we  found  them 
so  scarce  : that  we  took  C.  fiavicornis 
fully  a fortnight  before  its  usual 
time  of  appearance,  but  by  no  means 
so  commonly  as  in  the  former  years  ; 
and,  were  they  required,  numerous 
other  cases.  No  doubt  similar  ones 
will  rise  to  the  mind  of  many  of  our 
readers. 

Tt  would  be  absurd,  after  the  suc- 
cession of  wet  years  which  have  pre- 
ceded 1863,  to  expect  that  a single 
season  of  fine,  hot  weather,  would 
bring  insects  out  in  their  wonted 
number.  We  cannot  suppose  that 
the  wonted  number  of  eggs,  larvce, 
and  pupae  remained,  after  the  des- 
tructive nature  of  the  weather  in 
1862,  to  pi’oduce  as  many  imagines 
as  we  are  accustomed  to  expect. 
This  is,  indeed,  impossible.  Next 
year,  provided  the  sun  continues  to 
shine  with  his  present  good  nature, 
an  improvement  may  reasonably  be 
anticipated ; but  for  this  year  we 
must  be  content,  we  fear,  to  work 
with  but  little  result. 


Tiie  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J . B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Coll  ingate,  York;  J.  E.  Hobson, 


Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  talcenof  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


COLEOPTERA. 

{Continued  from  page  169.) 

Setting  of  Coleoptera. — Being  thus 
prepared  I commence  by  abstracting 
from  the  relaxing  bottle  the  said  C. 
pulchellus,  and  lay  it  on  its  back  on 
one  of  the  bungs.  I hold  it  in  that 
position  by  the  pin  brace,  and  then 
place  it  on  the  stage  of  the  micros- 
cope. With  the  setting  needle  I 
raise  and  press  forward  the  rostrum, 
and  partially  unfold  the  legs.  Now 
take  the  second  bung,  and  pin  upon 
it  one  of  the  square  pieces  of  card, 
gum  it,  remove  the  brace  from 
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the  first  bung,  and  turn  the  beetle 
with  the  setting  needle  on  to  its 
belly,  then  with  the  tongs  seize 
the  rostrum  of  the  insect  and 
place  it  on  the  gummed  card, 
properly  relaxed,  the  legs  and  an- 
tenna? can  be  easily  placed  in  their 
natural  positions  by  means  of  the 
tongs  and  the  hook ; this  latter,  with 
the  setting  needle,  will  according  to 
circumstances,  be  required  to  place 
the  antennae  in  position. 

In  order  to  give  the  insect  a neat 
appearance,  care  should  be  taken  to 
balance  it  on  an  imaginary  line  run- 
ning through  the  centre  of  the  ros- 
trum, scutellum,  along  the  suture  of 
the  elytra,  and  terminating  at  the 
anal  extremity,  in  the  same  manner 
as  engravers  and  printers  “justify” 
their  title  pages,  by  placing  as  many 
letters  on  one  side  of  a central  line 
as  on  the  other.  In  other  words, 
let  the  operator  fancy  he  is  setting 
his  beetle  on  a razor  edge ; it  will  be 
obvious  that  if  the  body  be  not 
equipoised,  and  the  limbs  placed  both 
sides  alike,  there  will  be  some  devia- 
tion from  the  centre  of  suspension, 
and  the  insect  would  topple  and  look 
uneven,  which  will  be  precisely  the 
case  on  the  card,  if  this  rule  be  not 
observed. 

Should  it  happen  that  the  joints 
be  stiff,  and  not  yield  without  “ drag- 
ing ” the  insect,  then  press  it  down 
to  the  card  by  placing  the  brace 
across  the  elytra,  when  the  stiffness 
can  be  overcome  and  the  legs  un- 


folded by  using  the  tongs.  The 
operator  should  be  delicate  in  the 
use  of  force,  and  be  careful  that  the 
femoral  as  well  as  the  tibial  joints 
be  made  to  move  easily,  the  former 
backwards  and  forwards,  the  latter 
up  and  down. 

With  a little  practice  this  mode 
will  be  found  not  only  as  effective 
but  more  speedy  than  brushing,  as 
the  brush  finds  better  office  whilst 
dealing  with  the  tarsi  antenna?,  &c. 

What  is  instanced  above  in  the 
case  of  G.  pulchellus  will  hold  good 
with  most  of  the  Curculiorddoe , and 
apply  to  micro-coleoptera  generally 
Different  families  will  require  modi- 
fied treatment,  but  perseverance  in 
this  system  will  enable  any  one  to 
perform  the  operation  with  neatness. 
I shall  be  happy  to  answer  special 
inquiries  bearing  upon  this  subject. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  given 
reasons  for  adopting  certain  things 
recommended  above,  remarks  on  uni- 
formity in  mounting  micro  coleoptera, 
management  of  accessories,  arrange- 
ment in  the  cabinet,  &c.,  &c.,  but  as 
I have  already  drawled  out  to  a con- 
siderable length,  I must  reserve 
those  points  for  another  opportunity, 
— S.  J.  Wilkinson,  7,  Jeffrey's  Square, 
St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.,  London. 

Lepidoptera. 

Darenth  Wood. — This  is,  perhaps, 
the  best  locality  in  the  London  dis- 
trict. It  lies  a little  north  of 
Darenth  Village,  almost  midway  be- 
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tween  the  Farningham,  Dartford, 

and  Greenhithe  stations,  but  it  is 

certainly  most  accessible  to  the  last 
•/ 

to  the  London  entomologists  gene- 
rally. My  plan  of  going  is,  however, 
rather  an  eccentric  one,  but  if  you 
can  start  very  early  in  the  day,  I can 
confidently  recommend  it.  Get  off 
for  Dartford,  make  for  the  town,  and 
turn  to  the  right  on  arriving  at  what 
appears  to  be  the  main  street ; this 
will  take  you  up  a hill  till  you  come 
to  a toll  bar,  when  turn  down  a 
chalky  lane  to  the  left,  which  leads 
von  on  to  Dartford  Heath,  at  the  end 
of  which  is  the  “ Black  fence  at 
Baldwyn’s,”  its  position  being  indi- 
cated before  it  is  seen  across  the 
extensive  gorse'eovered  “ heath,”  by 
a row  of  fir  trees.  On  the  heath 
itself  I have  never  taken  much,  and 
the  fence  I have  never  found  worthy 
of  the  praise  lavished  on  it,  but  it 
will  always  repay  a search,  as  indeed 
will  almost  any  extensive  fence.  In 
the  early  spring  I have  several  times 
taken  Epigraplvia  Steinkellneriella, 
and  later  on  Microptcryz  Calthclla, 
and  Thunbergella,  IAihocolletis  Tor- 
vninella,  and  numerous  other  Tinece, 
but  I do  not  remember  to  have  taken 
any  macros  there.  Having  searched 
the  fence,  we  turn  down  a lane  to  the 
left,  and  then  cross  some  fields  to  the 
right,  to  a fine  wood,  which  will  be 
a sufficient  guide  in  itself,  (he  village 
of  Wilmington  lying  a little  to  the 
left.  In  this  wood  I have  taken 
many  micros,  and  among  the  macros, 


Herminia  barhalis,  while  the  be- 
ginner will  find  profitable  employ- 
ment with  the  beautiful  Argynnis 
Euplirosyne , the  gay  Venilia  macu- 
lata,  the  delicate  Asthena  candidata, 
and  its  larger  and  coarser  ally,  Aci- 
dalia  remutata.  But  our  path  has 
now  brought  us  to  an  open  space,  on 
the  top  of  an  eminence.  Here,  under, 
a clump  of  oaks,  we  shall  find  a seat, 
and  a pleasant  thing  it  is  to  sit  down 
in  this  cool  and  shady  spot,  refreshed 
by  the  breeze,  after  being  scorched 
in  the  exposed  but  confined  paths 
which  we  have  left.  If  a smoker, 
a quiet  pipe  will  no  doubt  enhance 
the  pleasure,  as  you  calmly  survey 
the  glorious  expanse  of  downs  and 
clover  fields,  quaint  farmsteads,  and 
other  concomitants  of  a Kentish 
landscape,  with  the  village  of  Swan- 
ley,  a model  of  a picturesque  and 
“ truly  rural  ” Kentish  village  as  our 
next  land  mark.  But  we  cannot 
S2iare  much  time  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  scenic  beauties  of  nature, 
insect  beauties  rather  claim  our  at- 
tention, so  we  will  proceed.  In  one 
clover  field  through  which  we  pass, 
Strenia  clathrata  occurs  in  pro- 
fusion, while  Plutella  Eylostcl  I a 
Hits  about  the  corn  fields,  (.  lose  to 
the  village  of  Swanley  1 have  taken 
the  beautiful  Adda  Sulzella.  Here 
there  is  another  wood,  which  would 
no  doubt  repay  working,  but  1 have 
never  had  time  to  give  it  a fair  trial, 
so  will  make  no  further  mention  ol 
i(.  From  here  to  Dnrcuth  village  is 
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the  least  pleasant  part  of  our  whole 
walk,  and  I was  myself  not  a little 
disconcerted  to  find  that,  on  arriving 
at  Darenth,  I had  to  cross  a steep 
and  long’  rise  before  I could  get  to 
the  wood,  which  had  been  a con- 
spicuous and  anxiously  looked  for 
object  throughout  my  walk.  Judge, 
then,  my  horror,  when  I had  com- 
pleted this  laborious  ascent,  to  find 
that  I had  another  hill  as  long-  and 
steep,  to  mount  a second  time.  A 
glass  of  cyder  at  the  “Fox,”  a very 
common  sign  in  Kentish  village  inns, 
braced  me  up  to  the  work,  and  at 
last  I had  arrived  at  Darenth  Wood. 
But  I have  spun  this  article  to  such 
a length  that  I dare  not  say  much 
more  ; enough  that  the  collector  can 
wander  about  this  glorious  wood 
without  much  fear  of  going  wrong, 
having  the  “ eligible  villa  resi- 
dences ” of  Greenhithe,  and  the 
Thames  and  fertile  meads  of  Essex 
beyond,  to  the  north,  as  a guide. 
Although  part  of  the  way  is  by  a 
field  path,  there  can  be  no  difficulty 
in  finding  it.  Here  I have  taken 
Phtheochroa  Rugosana,  and  found 
Argyresthiu  syringella  and  Coripcium 
cuculipennella  in  plenty.  Among  the 
things  that  I remember  at  the 
moment  to  have  taken  in  the  wood 
itself,  Phibalapteryx  vitcdbata,  Pphy  m 
pen  d tdaria,  ■ and  Antisp  ila  Pfeifferdla, 
may  serve  as  an  example. 

Todd  Flysi-iort. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  near  Monmouth— 

( Continued  frorn  page  171 ) . 
Aromia  moschata. 

Callidium  alni. 

Clytus  arietis. 

C.  mysticus. 

Pogonocherus  hispidus. 

Mesosa  nubila. 

Saperda  carcharias,  Forest  of  Dean. 
S.  Populnea. 

Phytoecia  cylindrica. 

Rhagium  inquisitor. 

R.  bifasciatum. 

Toxotus  meridianus. 

Pachyta  octomaculata. 

Strangalia  armata. 

8.  melanura. 

Grammoptera  la1  vis. 

Vonacia  simplex. 

D.  (?) 

D. (?) 

Lema  Cyanella. 

Clythra  4- punctata . 

Cryptoceph  aim  aureolus. 

Timarclia  Icevigata. 

Chrysomela  staphylea. 

C.  varians 
C.  gottingensis. 

C.  polita. 

C fucata. 

L.  Tremultje. 

G astrophysa  polygon,  i. 

G.  Raphani. 

Pheedon  armor ari< > ■ . 

Prasocuris  aucta. 

P.  Marginella. 
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P.  Phellandrii. 

Adimonia  tanaceti. 

Agelastica  halensis. 

Grepidodera. 

G.  nitidula.  Thorax  ruby  color. 

Phyllotreta  nemorum. 

Cassida  murrcea.  Red. 

C.  equestris. 

Coccinella  obliterata. 

G.  bipunctata. 

C.  variabilis. 

C.  14 -guttata. 

C. (?)  Small,  many  black 

dots. 

C hilocorus  renipustulatus. 

Endomychus  coccineus. 

Thos.  Parry,  Bank,  Merthyr  Tydvil. 

Captures  in  the  London  District. — 

During  the  last  two  months  I have 
been  able  to  give  but  little  time  to 
collecting,  and  consequently  I have 
but  a meagre  list  of  captures.  Such 
as  it  is,  however,  I have  great  plea- 
sure in  recording  it,  and  the  fact 
that  it  contains  some  interesting 
species,  may  perhaps  atone  for  its 
brevity.  I have  not  taken  quite  all 
the  species  myself,  but  where  no 
name  is  mentioned  iu  connection 
with  a species,  my  own  may  be  un- 
derstood. In  this  number  I only 
enumerate  the  Geodephaga , and  omit 
the  most  abundant  species. 

Metabletus  foveola,  taken  by  my 
brother  (Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn)  and 
Mr.  S.  heigh,  in  the  winter. 

N.  palustris , near  London,  not 
common. 


Galosonia  inquisitor,  not  uncommon 
near  Epping  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

Patrobus  excavatus , one  specimen. 

Calathus  piceus,  one  specimen 
near  Wanstead. 

Anchomenus  angusticollis , exces- 
sively abundant  in  Epping  Forest. 
I am  told  that  this  species  is  not 
common  throughout  the  London 
district. 

A.  oblongus,  one  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Loughton. 

A.  marginatus,  common  under 
stones  in  Epping  Forest  in  May. 

A.  viduus,  one  near  Epping. 

A.  versutus,  not  uncommon  on  a 
small  piece  of  damp  ground  near 
Epping,  very  local. 

Pterostichus  picimanus , one  speci- 
men in  Epping  Forest.  I believe 
this  species  is  usually  confined  to 
clayey  districts. 

P.  incequalis,  taken  in  winter  by 
my  brother,  (Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn) 
and  Mr.  S.  Leigh,  I believe,  South 
of  London. 

P.  diligens,  near  Wanstead. 

P.  rufiollis,  as  incequalis. 

Amara  trivialis,  several  in  various 
localities. 

A.  lunicollis,  one  specimen,  I re- 
gret to  say  that  I have  lost  the 
locality. 

Stenoloplius  consputus,  rather  com- 
mon with  A.  versutus. 

S.  luridus,  very  common  on  damp 
ground. 

Bembidvum  bignttatum,  not  un- 
common in  several  localities. 
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B.  nitidulum,  A few,  I never  found 
this  a common  insect. 

B.  flammulatum,  on  damp  ground 
various  localities. 

B.  articulahom,  one  or  two  speci- 
mens in  Epping  Forest,  apparently 
very  scarce  there. 

B.  4- guttatum , one  in  Epping- 
Forest. 

B . punctulatum,  Onestaken  by  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn. 

T.  Blackburn,  The  Yeivs,  Wood- 
ford, N.,  July  14,  1863. 

(To  be  continued.) 

Lepidoptera. 

Eupithecia  Centaureata. — On  the 
24th  ultimo  I bred  one  Eupithecia 
centaureata  from  a larva  taken  last 
September  on  Angelica  sylvestris.  I 
believe  it  is  the  first  either  bred  or 
taken  in  this  neighbourhood.  I have 
also  bred  a number  of  E.  trisignata, 
taken  from  the  same  plant,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  supply  any  one  in  want  of 
them.  They  must  write  first. — Rev. 
Geo.  Rudston  Read,  Sutton  on  Der- 
i went,  York. 

Diptera. 

Captures  near  Oxford. — I have  met 
with  the  following  Diptera  in  the 
aabove  district. 

Bibio  marci. 

Erioptera  Crassipes  Ochracea'Wedk 

Limnobia  nubeculosa,  Bagley 
Wood 

Tipula  ochracea,  do. 

T.  cornicina,  do. 


Beris  chalybeaia,  do. 

Chrysomyia  polita,  do. 

Sargus  indatus,  do. 

S.  cuprarius,  Summertown. 

Leptis  scolopacea,  everywhere. 

Chrysopila  holosericeata,  do. 

Bombylius  major,  Bagley  Wood. 

Einpis  tessellata,  common. 

E.  livida. 

E.  opaca. 

E.  lutea,  Whiteham  Wood. 

Syritta  pipiens,  abundant. 

Xylota  sylvarum,  Bagley  Wood. 

X.  segnis,  do. 

Volucella  bombylans,  do. 

V.  mystacea,  do. 

Chrysogaster  fumipennis. 

Bhingia  rostrata,  abundant. 

Cheilosia  variabilis. 

Calobata  cibaria. 

Platy stoma  seminationis,  White- 
ham  Wood. 

Bsila  fimetaria. 

Tachina  fera,  Bagley  Wood. 

Musca  Ccesar,  very  common. 

E.  M.  Geldart,  Bose  Hill,  Bow- 
don,  June  30,  1863. 

EXCHANGE. 

Clostera  curtula. — I shall  shortly 
have  some  good  series  of  curtula, 
and,  probably,  eggs  also,  to  part  with, 
which  I shall  be  happy  to  send  to 
any  one  who  can  help  me  to  any  of 
the  following  in  good  condition : — ■ 
Those  numbered  in  the  “Manual,” 
115,  117,  120,  122,  124,  132,143, 
156,  192,  202,  203,  292,  314,  404, 
408,  482,  493,  510,  534.  I should 
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also  be  glad  of  eggs,  larvae,  or  pupce 
of  any  good  or  local  species.  I have 
many  wants  besides  those  specified, 
but  cannot  trouble  you  with  a longer 


list.  Those  wanting  curtain  must 
make  offers. — Rev.  Percy  Andrews, 
Lilleshall,  Newport,  Salop,  1 3th  July, 
1863. 
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HOMOLOGY. 


Y\NE  of  the  most  important  re- 
^ suits  of  the  study  of  science, 
is  that  we  are  enabled  to  see  things 
as  they  are,  and  not  as  they  seem 
to  be.  Entomology  affords  some 
most  interesting-  examples  of  this 
truth.  At  first  sight  every  order  of 
insects  appears  to  be  formed  in 
agreement  with  a separate  class  of 
type.  On  closer  examination,  how- 
ever, it  is  found  that  there  are  four 
great  types  in  zoology — ver!  ebrafa, 
articulata,  radiata,  and  mollusea, 
and  between  any  of  the  various 
forms  which  make  up  any  one  of 
these  grand  div'sions,  homologies 
may  be  traced  Ear  otherwise  is  it 
if  we  attempt  to  ti-ace  any  homology 
between  one  of  these  main  types 
and  another.  This  is  emphatically 
“ no  go.”  The  mouth  of  an  insect 
is  not  homologous  with  the  mouth 
of  a mammal,  though  it  is  with  the 
mouth  of  a spider.  It  is  quite  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  identity  of 
functions  is  sufficient  to  establish  an 
homology  between  the  organs  of 
two  different  creatures.  There  must 
be  similarity  of  structure.  For 
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even  in  the  same  sub-kingdom  an 
homology  cannot  always  be  traced 
between  parts  appropriated  to  similar 
uses.  For  example,  the  gill  of  a 
fish  is  not  homologous  with  the 
lung  of  a mammal.  The  proper 
term  for  the  sort  of  agreement 
which  exists  between  parts  appro- 
priated to  the  same  uses,  but  differ- 
ing radically  in  structure,  is  analogy 
and  not  homology.  Confining  our- 
selves within  the  limits  of  entomo- 
logy, we  shall  observe,  that,  as 
homologies  may  be  traced  between 
insects  and  other  articulata,  so  may 
they  be  found  between  different 
orders.  Let  us  look  at  the  mouth 
of  a mandibulate  insect,  beside  that 
of  a flea.  At  first  there  is  no  point 
of  agreement  between  the  two.  In 
the  mouth  of  a beetle  we  recognize 
the  mandibles  as  a strong  pair  of 
upper  jaws,  varying  in  form  and 
size  according  to  the  habits  of  the 
insect.  Beneath  are  the  less  for- 
midable  maxilla).  The  labrum  and 
labium  naturally  suggest  the  ideas 
of  an  upper  and  under  lip.  If  we 
now  look  at  the  mouth  of  a flea,  our 
first  impression  will  be  that  none  of 
the  above  mentioned  parts  are  there 
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to  be  found.  When,  however,  the 
parts  are  separated,  we  find  that  the 
mandibles  are  represented  by  two 
sharp  spines,  by  which  the  skin  of 
the  victim  is  pierced.  They  are 
ribbed  and  serrated  at  their  edges, 
one  of  which  is  thick  and  horny, 
while  the  other  is  of  a more  delicate 
texture.  The  maxillae,  maxillary 
palpi,  labium,  and  labial  palpi,  are  all 
present  in  an  elongated  form.  We 
might  multiply  cases  of  homology 
without  end,  did  space  permit,  but 
we  will  now  conclude  by  enquiring 
what  is  the  significance  of  homo- 
logy ? Not,  we  should  reply,  what 
the  Darwinian  would  tell  us,  that 
these  various  forms  of  structure  had 
a common  origin,  but  rather  that 
there  is  design  in  creation,  which 
delights  in  combining  the  richest 
variety  of  form  with  the  utmost 
unity  of  conception. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  maybe 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 


observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  JV.  1 Vo  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anony  mous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidoptera. 

Larva  of  C.  curtula. — The  follow- 
ing is  a description  of  this  larva, 
which  I have  been  rearing  from 
eggs  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Porteous 
of  York  : — 

Length,  when  full  fed,  about  H 
inch,  yellowish  white,  powdered  and 
spotted  with  black.  On  each  side 
of  each  segment  above  the  feet  are 
two  bright  yellow  spots,  one  above 
another,  which  are  almost  confluent 
from  segment  to  segment,  and  give 
the  appearance  of  two  yellow  lines 
on  each  side.  In  the  centre  of  each 
spot  is  an  orango  wart,  from  which 
proceed  small  groups  of  thin  whitish 
hairs.  T hese  warts  are  most  visible 
on  the  first  six  segments ; and  on 
the  first  t wo  or  three  segments  the 
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two  orange  spots  are  separated  by 
a black  dot.  On  tbe  back  of  each 
segment  are  two  oblong  yellow  or 
orange  patches,  separated  by  a 
narrow  dorsal  black  line,  which 
varies  in  distinctness.  The  5tli  and 
11th  segments  have  each  circular 
black  protuberances  on  the  back ; 
head  black  with  a yellow  mark  like 
the  Greek  letter  A on  the  face.  The 
three  first  pairs  of  legs,  black ; belly 
and  legs,  pinkish  grey.  In  some 
specimens  the  black  specks  and 
dorsal  lines  are  scarcely  visible,  and 
the  spots  pale  yellow.  I am  rearing 
mine  on  English  poplar,  but  of 
about  seventy  larvae  about  a dozen 
have  died.  They  began  to  come  out 
from  the  egg  on  May  25th,  and 
many  of  them  have  already  finally 
enclosed  themselves  in  their  leaf 
cocoons.  Can  any  one  tell  me 
whether  I may  expect  them  out  this 
year?  I see  Stainton  and  West- 
wood  both  imply  that  it  has  been 
considered  double  brooded.  — Rev. 
Percy  Andrews,  Lilleshall,  Newport, 
Salop,  June  29th,  1863. 

Larva  of  B.  cmctaria. — Having 
reared  the  larvae  of  B.  cmctaria,  and 
finding  them  to  differ  from  the 
description  given  in  the  “ Manual  ” 
of  Mr.  Stainton,  allow  me  to  trouble 
you  with  an  extract  from  my  memo- 
randum book. 

“ Ova  hatched  May  31st.  Food 
plants  supplied  for  choice — Poly- 
gonum aviculare,  Salix  caprea,  and 


Erica  cinerea.  The  plants  stand  in 
the  order  of  preference,  and  the 
first  was  continued  for  facility  of 
supply.  The  first  larva  entered 
mould  July  2nd,  and  the  last  (there 
being  twelve),  July  7th.  Pull  fed 
larva  — head  rather  compressed ; 
head,  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  segments, 
increasing  in  size,  smooth ; skin 
along-  the  spiracles  a little  folded; 
color,  light  green ; dorsal  line,  fine 
and  rather  darker ; sub-dorsal  lines, 
three,  inclining  to  white.  The  larvae 
fed  at  night  and  in  the  daytime  and 
reposed  full  length  along  the  stem 
of  the  food  plant. — G.  Gibson,  5, 
Caroline  Place,  Hampstead  Bead. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  at  Silverdale.  — My 
brother  has  been  staying  for  some 
time  at  the  above  locality,  and  has 
brought  back,  among  others,  the 
following  Coleoptera,  which  he  lias 
captured  : — 

Cychrus  rostratus. 

Calathus  cisteloides. 

Harpalus  latus. 

Necrophonis  vespillo. 

Dascillus  cervinus. 

Lampyris  noctiluca. 

Telepliorus  lividus. 

Phyllobius  alneti. 

Merionus  obscurus. 

Hypera  punctata 

Sciaphilus  rrmricatus. 
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Phyltopertha  horiicola. 

S Ira ngali a elonjalu. 

C.  J.  Worthington,  7,  Hyde 
Road,  Ardwiek,  Manchester. 

Hymenoptera. 

Captures  near  Merthyr  Tydfil. — 
Birex  gig  as.  Several  fine  examples, 
cliiefly  females,  have  been  taken  here 
during'  the  last  two  or  three  sum- 
mers. It  has  been  found  that  some 
extensive  fir  plantations  have  been 
seriously  damaged,  probably  by  the 
larvae  of  this  species  and  by  those  of 
Hylobius  abietis. 

Croesus  septentrionalis.  In  June  of 
last  year  I took  a beautiful  specimen 
of  this  insect  (figured  in  pi.  17  of 
“ Curtis’s  British  Entomology  ”)  on 
a shrub  in  my  garden. 

C inibex  annulata,  Leach.  I have  a 
fine  example  of  this  saw-fly,  bred 
from  a larva  taken  near  Monmouth. 
Tuos.  Parry,  Ranh,  Merthyr Tydv'tl. 

Lepidoptera. 

Sherwood.  Forest. — On  the  10th  of 
June  last  the  Rev.  Sir  C.  It.  Lighten, 
Bart.,  and  myself,  revisited  this 
o-rand  old  Forest,  our  chief  aim 
being  to  procure  larvae.  W e hoped, 
in  especial,  to  find  the  larva  ot  Eu- 
peria  Fulvago.  We  commenced 
operations  as  soon  as  we  entered 
the  Forest,  sending  on  the  cab  to  our 
old  quarters  at  Edwinstowc.  The 
road  was  speedily  covered  with  pill 
boxes,  umbrellas,  nets  of  various 
descriptions,  &c.  Unfortunately  ii 
was  a steady  downpour.  My  friend 


having  made  his  toilet  by  the  road 
side,  presented  an  unusual  appear- 
ance. Enveloped  from  top  to  toe  in 
a macintosh,  a wide  awake,  leg- 
gings (if  I mistake  not),  an  umbrella’ 
and  a walking  stick,  something  like 
a crowbar  in  bulk  and  weight,  he 
gave  me  the  idea  of  an  entomologi- 
cal Robinson  Crusoe.  Modesty  for- 
bids my  drawing  my  own  portrait. 
We  could  not  do  much  that  after- 
noon, as  every  blow  of  the  beating- 
stick  produced  a natural  shower 
bath,  and  the  umbrellas  became 
saturated  with  wet.  Our  evening 
was  a dull  one,  for  the  weather 
looked  settled  for  rain.  The  next 
morning,  however,  the  sun  shone, 
and  we  were  in  the  forest  a little 
after  9 a.m.  We  spent  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  there,  and  returned 
on  Friday.  I append  a list  of  some 
of  the  insects  we  captured  in  one 
stage  or  another. 

Theda  quercUs,  several  larva.  This 
buttterfly,  as  is  well  known,  tre- 
qnents  the  higher  branches  of  oaks, 
when  in  the  perfect  state,  and  I have 
little  doubt  that  the  female  lays  her 
eggs  high  up,  as  very  lew  larva  are 
to  be  obtained  on  the  lower  branches. 

Orgyia  pudibunda,  at  rest  and 
beating. 

Trichium  crataegif  a few  larva', 
but  we  were  late  for  it. 

Fu'cilocamqa  populi,  larvx  on 
various  trees. 

Platypieryx  laceriula  and  falenla, 
single  specimen  of  each. 
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Notodonta  cliaonia,  larvce. 

Ceropacha  flavicornis,  larvce. 

Ceropacha  ridens,  larvce. 

G.  dilnta , larvce. 

Amphipijra  pyraviidea,  larva \ 

Ennomos  erosaria , larvae. 

Biston  prodromaria,  larvae. 

Ephyra punctaria.  Having  found 
a wasted  female,  I put  her  in  a pill 
box,  in  the  hope  that  she  might  lay 
some  eggs.  I was  not  disappointed, 
and  have  now  a batch  of  larvoe  feed- 
ing. I was  very  g’lad  to  obtain  this, 
as  I had  never  seen  the  insect  alive. 
If  any  of  your  readers  could  favour 
me,  at  any  time,  with  a few  eggs  of 
p or  aria,  I should  feel  very  much 
obliged. 

Exipithecia  doclonceata,  several 
larvae.,  but  all  stung.  We  obtained 
other  larvce , but  they  have  all  since 
died.  This  leads  me  to  remark  on 
the  almost  incredible  number  of  ich- 
neumons at  Sherwood.  Scarcely 
one  larva  in  fifty  seemed  to  have 
escaped.  I beat  fully  twenty  larvce 
of  N.  Cliaonia.  All  died  except  three? 
which,  I am  happy  to  say,  are  safely 
spun  up. 

I also  beat  from  birch  a consider- 
able number  of  what  I believe  to  be 
the  larvce  of  Brephos  parthenias,  but 
all  have  died.  Another  circumstance, 
which  struck  us  both  forcibly,  was 
the  almost  total  absence  of  insects 
on  the  wing  : I mean  that  we  did 
not  beat  anything  in  the  imago  state. 
The  only  species  I met  with  were 
Bilineata  one,  Punctaria  one. 


We  tried  sugar  both  nights.  On 
the  first  occasion  we  did  not  see  a 
single  insect.  The  next  night  I 
stayed  at  home,  but  my  companion 
filled  a good-sized  box.  They  were 
mostly  common  species.  Among 
them,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
were  Batis,  Rumicis,  Gonigera,  Bbepa- 
t ica,  Oemina,  Augur,  Festivcc,  Herbida, 
Gontigua , Lucipa/ra,  &c.,  &c.  Among 
the  commoner  larvce,  which  I beat 
out  of  birch,  was  one,  with  a buff 
head,  transparent  greyish  white — so 
transparent  indeed,  that  you_  could 
easily  see  the  food  passing  through 
the  body.  I put  this  down  to  a 
Ceropacha.  One  specimen  put  into 
a pill  box  spun  up  at  once,  and  I 
thought  no  more  about  it.  On  look- 
ing, however,  into  my  breeding  box 
this  morning  (July  15th),  my  amaze- 
ment was  only  equalled  by  my  de- 
light at  finding  a fine  male  Euperia 
fulvago  ! 

I doubt  whether  this  insect  has 
hitherto  been  bred  in  this  country. 
1 made  many  enquiries  as  to  the 
larva,  when  at  Sherwood,  but  no 
one  appeared  to  know  anything 
about  it.  I had  expected  it  to  re- 
semble the  Xanihice,  but  it  differs 
from  them  in  every  way,  and  is  much 
more  like  a ceropacha. — Rev.  Joseph 
Green,  G alley  Rectory,  Doveridge, 
Derby. 

Captures  near  Ringwoodin  1863. — 
Indisposition  and  absence  from  home 
prevent  my  giving  a long  or  good 
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list ; but  meagre  as  it  is,  it  may, 
perhaps,  interest  some  of  the 
readers  of  the  “ Entomologist,” 
besides  being  a response  to  your 
call  for  such  lists  from  “ every  dis- 
trict.” The  following  are  the  best 
I have  taken  : — • 

$ 

A.  Paphia. 

A.  Adippe. 

A.  Auphrosyne. 

A.  selene. 

S.  Egeria. 

S.  hyperanthus. 

L.  Qdgon. 

H.  Sylvanus. 

S.  populi. 

S.  Mice. 

S.  tipulce-formis. 

C.  ligniperda. 

II.  hectus. 

P.  statices. 

Z.  trifoUi. 

Z.  lonicerce. 

Z.  filipendulce. 

L.  mesomelia. 

L.  rubricollis. 

E.  cribrum.  I took  a specimen  of 
this  very  local  species  on  May  2Gth, 
and  between  that  date  and  June  9th 
took  several  others.  After  that  they 
became  more  and  more  injured,  and 
by  June  20  were  over. 

C.  dominula. 

E.  russula. 

A.  mendica,  1 female. 

O.  pudibunda,  bred. 

P,  rubi. 

S.‘  carpini,  bred. 

0.  sambucaria. 


E.  fasiaria. 

E.  dolobraria,  1 bred. 

P . pilosaria,  2 females  bred. 

II.  abruptaria. 

P.  cytisaria. 

II.  thymiaria. 

A.  scutidata. 

A.  bisetata.  Although  this  insect 
is  generally  accounted  common,  yet 
I never  met  with  it  till  a few  even- 
ings ago,  when  I took  three  speci- 
mens at  Bisterne. 

A.  aversata.  I took  several  speci* 
mens  of  the  banded  variety  at  the 
above  locality. 

M.  liturata,  one. 

P.  petraria. 

S.  belgiaria. 

E.  piniaria. 

A.  strigillaria. 

P,  hippocastanaria.  I took  a spe- 
cimen of  this  local  moth  as  early  as 
March  23. 

II.  rupicapraria. 

II.  leucophearia. 

II.  progemmaria. 

E.  albulata. 

E.  castigata. 

E.  nanata. 

E.  vulgata. 

E.  dbsynthiata,  bred 
E.  exiguala,  one. 

E.  pumilata. 

E.  rectangulata. 

Y.  imphwiata. 

A.  rubi  data. 

A.  badiata. 

A.  derivcUa,  one. 

T.  clwropliyllata. 
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T.  derasa. 

A.  megacephala. 

A.  putris. 

C.  Morpheus. 

C.  cubiaularis. 

T.  munda. 

C.  verbasci,  bred. 

A.  myrtilli,  one. 

E.  fuscula , one. 

P.  cenea 

G.  B.  Corbin,  Ringwood,  Hants. 

Further  Captures  in  1863. — Since 
my  last  communication  I have  made 
the  following  captures,  chiefly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London. 

H.  hectus,  flying  at  dusk  in  woods. 
Z.  cesculi,  on  the  trunks  of  various 

trees. 

C.  ligniperda , common  at  rest  on 
vwillows,  &c. 

D.  chaonia,  larva  on  oak. 

S.  salicis,  larva  common  on  wil- 
llows,  &c. 

L.  complanula. 

G.  quercifolia,  larva  on  sloe. 

S.  pavonia-minor,  larvae  on  oak; 
p 'strawberry,  &c. 

T.  batis,  sugar. 

A.  megacephala , common  at  rest 
I >n  willows,  &c. 

A,  rumicis,  ditto  at  sugar. 

M.  lithargyria. 

L.  comma,  sugar. 

L.  pattens,  ditto. 

L.  impura,  ditto. 

M.  anceps,  sugar. 

M.  persicarice,  bred. 

M.  fasciuncula. 


C.  Morpheus,  sugar. 

0.  blanda. 

R.  tenebrosa,  sugar. 

A.  corticea. 

N.  augur,  sugar. 

O.  upsilon,  bred  from  larvae  on 
willow. 

H.  serena,  at  rest. 

E.  luoipara,  sugar. 

H.  thalassina,  ditto. 

G.  libatrix,  ditto. 

A.  prunaria,  beating. 

A.  virgularia,  common  on  fences. 

A.  imit  curia. 

A.  emarginata. 

B.  amataria. 

G.  linneella,  abundant  on  trunks  of 
lime  trees. — Howard  Vaughan,  14, 
Garsford  Street,  Kentish  Town , July 

17,  1863. 

MEETINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 

Plumstead  Entomological  Society. 

The  first  half  yearly  meeting  of 
the  above  society  was  held  on 
Monday,  6 th  July.  Mr.  G.  Purnell 
in  the  chair.  After  the  usual  pre- 
liminaries were  gone  through,  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  six  months 
were  duly  elected.  Mr.  G.  Purnell, 
the  founder  of  the  society,  was  re- 
elected president  ; Mr.  Watson, 
secretary;  Mr.  Southby,  treasure]1. 
The  chairman  in  briefly  alluding  to 
the  progress  the  society  had  made 
during  its  short  existence  of  six 
months,  said,  if  the  members  would 
all  put  their  shoulders  well  to  the 
wheel,  he  thought  instead  of  doubling 
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their  numbers,  as  had  been  the  case 
up  to  the  present  time,  they  might 
treble  them  in  the  next  half  year. 
He  also  advised  the  members  to 
search  well  our  own  neighbouring 
woods ; for  Plumstead  Abbey,  and 
Shooter’s  Hill  woods  afford  as  fine 
a field  for  the  entomologist  as  any 
within  twenty  miles,  and  why  go 
from  home  at  an  expense  and  loss 
of  valuable  time,  that  might  be 
better  spent  in  endeavouring  to  turn 
up  some  new  or  local  species,  that 
would  be  a desideratum  to  our 
brothers  of  the  net  in  other  parts  of 
the  country?  He  also  thought  if 
publicity  was  given  to  our  meetings 
and  doings,  we  might  get  great 
assistance  from  collectors  at  a dis- 
tance, who  had  duplicate  insects 
to  spare,  for  he  was  quite  aware 
that  men  who  had  to  foil  for  their 
daily  bread,  as  the  members  of  this 
society  had,  could  ill  afford  the  time 
and  expense  of  travelling  any  great 
distance  in  search  of  local  species. 
He  hoped  in  the  course  of  a few 
weeks  to  furnish  them,  himself,  with 
a few  specimens  of  species  not  found 
in  our  neighbourhood,  as  he  was 
going  for  a short  time  to  Budleigli, 
Salterton,  Devon,  and  intended 
collecting  exclusively  on  his  own 
lands  for  one  week  of  his  stay.  He 
also  exhibited  a box  of  Scotch 
Lepidoptera,  presented  to  him  by  his 
friend,  Mr.  Harding,  of  Deal. 

Printed  by  R.  and  A.  WOOD,  Printers,  Engraven 
Ho  ld,  near  tho  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  I, 


Mr.  Hanson  exhibited  a live  specimen 
of  Zeuzera  cesculi,  taken  at  rest  on 
leaves  of  the  sycamore.  — H. 
Watson,  Secretary , 69,  Villa  Road, 
Plumstead,  S.E. 


EXCHANGE. 

Offer  to  Exchange  and  Give. — 
Having  some  young  larvae  of  0.  gon- 
ostigma  to  spare,  if  there  is  any  one 
that  has  any  eggs  or  larvae  of  any 
other  species  to  spare,  I shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  them.  G.  linneella  is 
out  now  in  great  abundance.  If 
any  of  your  readers  are  in  want  of 
it,  I will  collect  a few  for  them,  if 
they  will  send  a few  pill  boxes 
and  pay  the  postage.  They  can  set 
them  themselves,  as  I have  not  time 
to  to  set  them. — T.  Eedt.tc,  9,  Maid, 
stone  Place , Goldsmith  Row,  Hachmaj 
Road. 


ESEATA. 


No.  22,  Vol.  2,  p.  174,  column  2, 
lines  20  and  21. — Dele,  “for  the 
first  time  here.” 

Line  23.  — For  “ one  ” read 
“ several.” 

Line  24. — IrTsert  after  “ parda- 
lina”  the  word  “ one.” 

Line  29. — For  uchrysips  two  or 
three,”  read  “ chrysops  twenty  two. 

Line  33.  — For  “ twenty-two,” 
read  “ two.” 

i.  and  Lit,lmjrrn]>b<’i-f<,  at  tlicir  Ollloos,  Uvurjiool 
oudou,  N.  Saturday,  July  as,  lats.i. 
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PERSEVERANCE. 

ANOTHER  number  will  bring-  to 
a close  tbe  second  volume  of 
the  “Weekly  Entomologist,”  being 
the  last  of  the  present  quarter.  W e 
think  it  well  to  remind  our  readers 
of  this  in  good  time. 

Our  journal  has  now  all  but  com- 
pleted its  first  year,  and  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  editors  come  to  is,  to 
persevere  as  they  have  begun.  Per- 
severence  is  our  watchword,  may  it 
be  that  of  every  reader  of  our  pages. 
We  will  address  ourselves  particu- 
larly to  beginners,  who,  perhaps, 
may  stand  in  greatest  need  of 
encouragement.  Your  efforts,  we 
will  suppose,  have  known  no  respite 
since  you  fii-st  became  champions  of 
the  science.  Day  after  day  has  seen 
your  net  waving  like  a banner  in  the 
field ; night  after  night  has  wit- 
nessed your  stealthy  and  expectant 
tread  through  shady  lanes,  or  along 
rows  of  trees,  where  alluring  dainties 
wooed  the  winged  hordes,  while  the 
flash  of  your  bull’s  eye  danced  like  a 
meteor  on  the  road,  and  bank,  and 
hedge.  Or,  again,  some  grey  au- 
tumnal sky  may  behold  you  prostrate 
beside  some  lofty  poplar  or  spread- 
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ing  oak,  searching,  with  aching  back 
and  desperate  resolution,  for  pupa 
or  for  beetles.  Insects  form  the 
staple  theme  of  your  thoughts  and 
conversation  by  day,  and  the  subject 
of  your  nightly  dreams.  A neat  and 
carefully-kept  diary  chronicles  the 
results  of  your  exertions.  But  what 
are  those  results  ? Long  series  of 
common  insects,  discoveries  of  stale 
facts,  and  a weight  of  disappoint- 
ment, such  as  only  unrewarded 
merit  can  feel.  “Why,”  you  ask, 
“ when  collectors  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  scarcely  care  to  do  a week’s 
honest  collecting  the  whole  year, 
are  constantly  stumbling  on  rarities, 
and  parading  their  odious  names  in 
the  ‘ Annual,”  am  I,  a really  hard 
worker,  condemned  to  an  eternal 
repetition  of  ‘ common  ’ captures  ? 
Do  I,  by  some  lucky  chance,  get  a 
moth  that  is  new  to  me,  the 
1 Manual  ’ stigmatises  my  ‘ rarity  ’ as 
abundant  everywhere,  and  so  far 
from  congratulating  me  on  my  cap- 
ture, iufoi-ras  me  that  I was  ‘ very 
stupid  ’ not  to  have  taken  it  long 
ago.”  The  present  season,  we  should 
imagine,  is  very  likely  to  throw  :» 
beginner  into  a state  of  despondency. 
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If  this  be  the  case  with  any  of  our 
readers,  let  us  entreat  them,  in  the 
name  of  entomology,  to  get  rid  of 
this  feeling  with  all  haste.  The 
desponding  state  boi’ders  closely  on 
the  apathetic,  and  woe  to  the  collec- 
tion whose  owner  has  fallen  into  a 
chronic  state  of  indifference.  We 
have  the  same  exhortation  for  you 
as  for  the  most  successful  entomo- 
logist in  the  world — “Persevere!  ” 
“ But  how  long,”  you  may  ask,  “ am 
I to  persevere  before  I am  re- 
warded?” We  cannot  tell.  It 
may  be  for  years,  it  will  not  be  for 
ever.  Perhaps,  when  least  looked 
for,  the  stroke  of  luck  may  come  : 
sooner  or  later  it  comes  to  all  hard- 
workers,  and  when  it  comes,  it  sel- 
dom comes  alone.  When  the  har- 
vest is  slack  you  will  begin  to  reap. 
Persevere,  then,  through  fair  and 
stormy  weather,  through  disappoint- 
ments and  successes,  through  hopes 
and  fears — Persevere  ! for  the  gaol 
is  always  before  you,  and  if  you  gain 
it  you  have  yet  a further  end  to  at- 
tain. Persevere  ! — for  whatever 
your  present  fortune  or  your  past, 
there  awaits  you,  on  the  far  horizon 
of  the  future,  an  ample  reward  for  all 
your  trouble,  a name  among  your 
fellow  labourers,  and — chief  of  all — 
acquaintance  with  the  wonder  of 
Creation’s  hidden  treasures,  a secret 
well-spring  of  delight,  that  time 
can  neither  dry  nor  circumstances 
pollute. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidoptera. 

Are  the  Smerinthi  Double-brooded  ? 
— Under  this  heading  an  account  is 
given  in  the  “Intelligencer,”  of 
August  22,  1857,  of  some  ova  of  S- 
occltatus,  that  were  hatched  during 
the  first  week  in  June,  the  larvct. 
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going  to  ground  the  second  and 
third  week  in  July,  and  the  perfect 
insect  appearing  on  the  first  week  in 
August.  To  this  is  appended  an 
editorial  note  stating  that  “this  is 
an  accident,  not  a rule.”  I have 
now  a few  pupae  of  8.  populi  bred 
from  ova  produced  by  a female 
caught  in  May,  I have  also  one  pupa 
and  one  full-fed  larva  of  S.  pavonia 
minor.  In  the  “ Manual  ” the  time 
for  finding’  the  larvae  of  S.  populi  and 
S.  pavonia  minor  is  said  to  be  Au- 
gust and  September. — C.  Holford, 
W ire. 

Habits  of  Gracillaria  Imperialella. 
— Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Ross- 
ler,  of  Wiesbaden,  I have  received 
some  larvae  of  the  much-wanted 
Gracillaria  imperialella.  The  fol- 
lowing observations  by  Dr.  Rdssler 
may,  perhaps,  tend  to  the  more  ex- 
tensive discovery,  in  this  country,  of 
the  insect : — 

“ The  larva  at  first  forms  a small 
mine  in  the  leaves  of  Orobus  niger, 
but  soon,  whilst  still  very  young, 
extends  its  mine  so  much  as  to 
loosen  the  entire  underskin  of  the 
leaf,  and  forms  a large  air  bladder. 
As  the  leaf  would  thereby  soon  dry 
up  and  come  together,  the  eggs  are 
only  laid  on  those  plants  which  ai’e 
not  exposed  to  the  sun ; at  least,  I 
find  imago  and  larva  only  in  shady 
and  rather  moist  places,  on  the 
borders  of  woods  facing  north,  where 
the  plant  grows  under  overhanging' 


bows.  The  larva , which  at  first  is 
almost  colorless,  becomes  green  when 
only  half  grown;  and,  sometimes, 
before  its  final  transformation,  it  is 
tinged  with  brick  red.” 

In  this  country  it  probably  feeds 
on  Orobus  tuberosus. — H.  T.  Stainton, 
Mountsfield,  Lewisham,  July  20,  1863. 

Heath  Feeders.  — The  following 
remarks  may  be  useful  to  such  of 
your  readers  as  contemplate  rearing 
heath-feeding  larvae  : — 

I have  long  had  the  idea  that 
the  difficulty  experienced  by  those 
who  endeavour  to  breed  Agrotis 
agalhina  was  due  to  the  larva  having 
a preference— at-any-rate,  after  a 
certain  period  of  its  existence — for 
some  other  food  than  heather.  Some 
time  ago  Mr.  Piffard  brought  to  me, 
from  the  New  Forest,  two  live 
females  of  B.  cinctaria , a sup- 
posed “ heath-feeder,”  from  which, 
by  sustaining  them  with  honey  and 
water,  I obtained  a g'ood  many  egefs  ; 
on  these  hatching,  I gave  the  young* 
larvae  the  choice  of  heather,  sallow, 
and  Polygonum  persicaria.  Scarcely 
any  took  to  the  former,  very  few  to 
Polygonum,  nearly  all  to  the  sallow, 
upon  which  they  continued  to  feed 
freely  until  they  went  down  to  pupa. 
Eggs  of  another  “heath-feeder” 

( Eulepia  cribrum ) were  lately  sent 
to  me  by  Captain  Russell  and  Mr. 
Raker,  of  Brockenhurst.  In  this 
instance  the  young  larvce  chose  be- 
tween heather,  sallow, and  Polygonum 
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(aviculare  and persicaria),  and  almost 
unanimously  selected  the  sallow, 
upon  which  they  are  now  feeding 
very  freely. 

A few  days  since  I received  from 
Mr.  Baker  a most  interesting  batch 
of  the  young  Tarvce  of  Psyche  nigri- 
cans (generally  considered  a u heath- 
feeder  ”).  In  their  case,  also,  the 
most  decided  attachment  to  sallow, 
in  preference  to  heather,  polygonum, 
and  epilobium,  has  been  shown. — 
H,  G.  Knaggs,  Kentish  Town,  N.W., 
July  17,  1863. 

CAPTUE2S. 


Neuroptera. 

Perla  marginata. — Last  Saturday 
a fine  specimen  of  Perla  marginata, 
(Leach)  two  inches  in  expanse,  was 
taken  on  a [stone,  near  water  (see 
Westwood’s  “ Intrduction,”  vol.  2,  p. 
20). — Thomas  Parry,  Bank,  Merthyr 
TydvU,  June  16,  1863. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  iu  Westmoreland. — Since 
my  last  note  the  weather  has  been 
fine  and  hot,  which  has  both  im- 
proved my  rheumatism  and  ma- 
terially filled  up  my  stock  by  over 
one  thousand  fine  specimens  of  Le- 
pidoptera,  All  my  captures  the  last 
two  months  have  been  during  the 
day.  1 cannot  at  all  say  what  night- 
work  would  produce.  Amongst 
others  1 have  met  with  the  following 
species ; — 


Pnlyommatus  agestis,  just  begin- 
ning to  be  A iiaxerxes. 

NucCaria  mundana,  plenty. 
Hemithea  thymiana. 

Hyria  auroraria. 

Acidalia  inornata. 

Emmelesia  alchemiXlata,  laid  eggs. 
E,  tceniata. 

Eupithecia  pulchellcda,  laid  eggs. 
E.  Subfulvata , 

E.  viminata. 

E.  temuitata. 

E.  sobrinaia. 

E pumilata.  second  brood, 
Melanippe  galiata. 

Scotosia  undulata. 

Cidaria  prunata. 

C.  populata. 

Hadena  contigua. 

Mi  ana  expolit'a.  in  plenty, 

Enny chia  cingulalis. 

Btoys  terrealis. 

Ebulea  crocealis. 

Piv  id  a sericealis. 

Eudorea (/) 

n&moeusovia  cluviella. 

RhodopUcea  ■marmorellce, 
Hypychalcea  ahenella. 

Dichelia  grotiana. 

Euchromia  flammeana. 

Orthotamia  penziana. 

PTioxopteryx  diminatuna - 
Bat  odes  angustiorana. 

Ephipp ipliora  tetragonana - 
Olindia  bilunana. 

Stigma/nota  redimitana. 

Catoptria  civci maculana.. 
Lampronia  luzclla. 

Depressor  ia (/) 
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Parasia  neuropterella. 

(Ecophora  juscentella. 

Glyphipteryx  equitella. 

Argyresthia  sorbiella. 

A.  aurulentella. 

Elachista  adscitella. 

Pterophorus  parvidactylus. 

P,  f uscus. 

P.  teph/radactylus. 

A.  osteodactylus. 

J.  B.  Hodgkinson,  WitherslacTc, 
July  18,  1863. 

The  Black  Fence. — Your  corres- 
pondent, “ Todd  Flyshort,”  seems  to 
think  the  Black  Fence  much  over- 
rated, and  says  he  does  not  re- 
member ever  taking-  any  Macros 
there.  Lest  your  readers  should 
think  that  none  are  to  be  found, 
I send  you  a list  of  some  I have 
taken  of  it  during  the  last  three 
years : — 

H.  lupulinus. 

N.  cucullatella. 

L.  complana. 

L.  complanula. 

L.  auriflua. 

O.  antigua. 

C.  lichenaria. 

B.  repandata. 

E,  pendularia. 

A.  scutulata. 

A.  bisetafa. 

A.  incanata. 

A.  remutata. 

A.  aversata. 

C.  pusaria. 

Mitrafa, 


L.  adustata. 

H.  rupicapraria. 

U.  leucoplicearia. 

H.  aurantiaria. 

H.  progemmaria. 

H.  defoliaria. 

A.  cescularia. 

G.  brumata. 

O.  dilidata. 

G.  didymata. 

B.  midtistrigaria. 

N.  pectinitaria. 

E.  subfulvata. 

E.  nanata. 

E.  vulgata. 

E.  abbreviata. 

E.  pumilata. 

E.  coronata. 

E.  rectangulata, 

T.  variata. 

T.  firmata. 

A.  derivata. 

C.  ferrugata. 

N.  camelina. 

A . psi. 

A.  oculea. 

M.  strigilis. 

M.  furuncula. 

T.  cuda. 

G.  vaccinii. 

X.  rhizolitha, 

A.  urticce. 

To  these  I may  add  amongst  the 
Micros — 

P.  cristana. 

P.  tristana. 

E.  ministmna. 

B.  Pinicolana. 

T.  hycmana. 
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C.  fag  ell  a. 

S.  avellanella. 

S.  steintse  Uneriella. 

P.  carduella. 

P.  pterodactylus. 

Herbert  Jenner,  Jun.,  Sidcup , 
Footscray,  Kent,  July  21st,  1863. 


EALCQMBE  DOWNS- 

On  tlie  3rd  of  July,  I visited  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Three  Bridges 
Station,  on  the  London,  Brighton 
and  South  Coast  Railway,  to  explore 
its  entomological  beauties,  with  my 
friend,  Mr.  Leigh.  Rushing  through 
the  Horley  Station,  at  regular  break- 
neck speed,  our  attention  was  at- 
tracted by  the  dense  woods,  which 
stretch  from  there  to  Three  Bridges, 
and  the  appearance  of  which  augured 
well  for  our  success,  On  arriving  at 
our  destination,  we  decided  on  com- 
mencing with  the  woods  on  the  right- 
Passing  down  the  little  incline,  we 
struck  off  to  the  left  under  the  rail- 
way bridge,  and  proceeded  along  a 
flat,  chalky  road,  bordered  on  either 
side  by  flowery  fields,  which  were 
without  railings  on  the  side  next  the 
road.  As  Hyperanthus  and  Urtiooe 
were  the  only  insects  visible,  how- 
ever, we  hurried  on  towards  the 
forest ; the  sun,  to  whose  treatment 
we  were  abundantly  exposed,  baking 
us  in  a most  unmerciful  manner. 
Passing  by  the  outbuildings  of  an 
old  farm-house,  we  belaboured  the 


thatch,  in  the  hope  that  a few  stray 
Depressarice  might  turn  up  ; but  the 
appearance  of  a surly  labourer,  who 
evidently  failed  to  appreciate  our 
object  in  knocking  the  roof  of  his 
cow-house  to  pieces,  put  a hasty 
check  upon  our  endeavours.  Had 
this  suspicious  individual  watched 
us  a little  more  closely,  he  would 
have  seen  nets  and  all  else  disappear, 
with  the  caution  of  a disconcerted 
poacher,  into  the  sacred  thickets  of 
Balcombe  Forest.  Here  the  work 
began  in  good  earnest.  P.  JEgon 
was  flitting  busily  over  the  heath  > 
F.  Plumbaria  dashed  about  in  all 
directions,  with  an  activity  worthy 
of  its  congener;  Bipimctaria , Lima 
and  Sylvanus  skipped  about  in  full 
enjoyment  of  the  sunshine ; while 
Piniaria  was  to  be  seen  in  the  vici. 
nity  of  the  fir-words  ; and  Argynnis 
Paphia  displayed  its  glorious  wings, 
sailing  over  the  tall  ferns.  Truly 
more  work  in  netting  and  letting  out 
out  again  than  in  boxing ; so  we 
push  on,  sometimes  breast  high  in 
ferns,  sometimes  up  to  the  knees  in 
purple  heather,  till  we  reach  the 
scattered  thickets  of  birch  that  scud 
the  hill  side.  On  the  way  a viper 
almost  hath  our  blood ; but  lie  re- 
tires at  last  into  his  hole  with  a 
broken  back  ; a victory  which  we 
only  lack  the  opportunity  to  render 
complete,  and  thereby  do  possible 
service  to  Coleopterists. 

Something  worth  boxing  at  last 
The  pretty  little  Lacerlinaria  come 
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forth  at  the  summons  of  the  beating- 
stick  ; and  after  leading  us  a chase 
among  the  heath  which  might  sug- 
gest the  fiounderings  of  a hippopo- 
tamus in  deep  water,  is  safely  bagg-ed. 
Aciclalici  Inornata,  which  is  certainly 
twice  as  well  worth  a run,  goes  the 
same  way,  without  much  trouble. ; 
this,  also,  out  of  birch.  Fidonia 
Atomaria  comes  temptingly  near  to 
the  net ; but  we  do  not  take  advan- 
tage of  his  generosity.  If  Glyphip- 
teryx  Tlirasonella  and  Fischeriella 
however,  expect  to  be  met  with  a 
like  courtesy,  they  ex-r  somewhat; 
and  a few  of  each,  being  captured^ 
serve  as  a fair  warning  to  pre- 
suming Micros. 

Now,  we  dive  into  the  little  valley, 
and  derive  some  amusement  from 
watching-  the  mad  gambols  of  Paphia 
and  Selene.  We  cannot  resist  bagging 
a few  Adippe,  as  they  fan  their  lovely 
wings  in  the  sun,  poised  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  thistle  flowers.  Here,  in 
the  glades,  Sericealis  keeps  darting- 
out,  disturbed  by  our  steps,  as  we 
push  our  way  through  the  tangled 
ferns  and  bushes  that  abound  on 
every  side ; and  the  easily-startled 
Impluvi'ata  we'  find  in  some  numbers 
on  the  banks  of  a little  rivulet- 
Pausing-  under  the  thick  roof  of 

O 

trees,  the  rippling  water,  as  clear  as 
water  can  be,  reminds  us  that  we  are 
thirsty;  and  we  satisfy  our  cravings 
by  taking  up  a slightly  uncomfor- 
table position,  to  remain  in  which  a 


couple  of  minutes  longer,  would  have 
broken  our  backs. 

By  the  wooden  bridge,  a little 
further  on,  we  cross  the  railway  line, 
disturbing  countless  Miarias,  and 
other  worthies  of  equal  note,  in  our 
progress  through  the  bushes.  Then; 
truly,  we  come  upon  a burst  of  open 
heath  land  that  gladdens  the  eye, 
Studded  with  little  clumps  of  birch, 
it  stretches  away — a wide  extent  of 
glorious  purple.  And  here  the«Pri- 
tillaries  are  in  their  glory — Paphia } 
Adippe,  Selene — we  can  hardly  count 
them.  Buzzing  over  the  heath  comes 
Gamma,  an  old  friend  of  yore,  seen 
many  a time  on  the  flat  moss  at 
Carrington. 

And  here  is  Fuscula,  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, too  ; but  one  that  we  are 
glad  to  see;  and  we  tramp  among 
them,  our  feet  making  an  agreeable 
sound,  that  suggests  wet  stockings 
And  here,  as  we  expected,  is  Argy" 
rolepia  Baumanniana — too  good  to 
be  passed  by.  Then  the  ferns  again 
and  helter-skelter  comes  a wild 
Bomhyx,  tearing  along-  as  though  he 
were  were  fresh  from  Bedlam.  Bang 
goes  the  net  among  the  ferns,  and 
he  is  caught;  but  dashing  up  the 
sides,  he  finds  a little  hole,  made  by 
some  brambles  in  the  morning,  and 
rushes  off,  leaving  us  to  ruminate  on 
a glance  of  what  was  most  likely 
Euthemonia  Russula. 

Here,  too,  is  the  little  Tlirasonella 
again,  flying  over  the  damp  grass; 
and  here  are  the  strong  - winged 
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skippers,  Linea  and  Sylvanm,  in 
numbers — one  cannot  count  them. 

Now  to  tbe  station,  which  a plough- 
boy,  whom  we  question,  tells  us  is 
“nigh  on  a mile.”  “Nigh  on  a 
mile  ” ! Nigher  on  two.  However, 
we  pause  to  have  an  interview  with 
Ghcerophyllata,  who  is  showing  his 
dusky  wings  among  the  hay. 

As  we  go,  the  country — a rich, 
fair  land,  a fertile  plain  of  Sussex — 
is  all  glowing  under  a burning  sum- 
mer’s sun.  The  trees  stand  motion- 
less ; for  there  is  not  a breath  of  air 
stirring.  As  we  look  on  the  rich 
orchards  and  quiet  old  farmsteads, 
on  the  still,  dark  woods,  hung  with 
heavy  foliage,  and  stretching  to 
where  the  sloping  hills  are  crowned 
by  the  blue  sky,  we  could  tell  it  for 
an  English  scene. 

Then  the  rushing  train,  whirling 
past  platforms  where  a few  curious 
passengers  stand  to  gaze  at  the  noisy 
apparition ; and  a pleasant  day  is 
gone. 

J.  B.  Blackburn. 


EXCHANGE. 


Clostera  Anachoreta.  — Having’  a 
quantity  of  eggs  of  C.  A nachoreta  to 
spare,  I shall  be  glad  to  give  a sup- 
ply to  any  gentleman  in  want  of 
them,  who  will  send  six  postage 


stamps  for  small  postage- box  and 
return  postage. — W.  Porteous,  Silver 
Street , Groves'  York. 


KORiE  HAWORTHIANJE- 

Part  IX. 


Papilio  (Vanessa)  Polychloros. 

Habitat  Larva  in  Ulmo  Cam- 
pestri.  Pupa  in  rimo  corticis. 
Imago  M.  Jul.  “ Ulmosis  rarius.’’ 
As  Haworth  calls  Polychloros  “ ra- 
rius,” while  Galathea  and  C.  album 
are  only  satis  infrequens,  it  appears 
that  Qolychloris  was  in  his  time  a 
much  scarcer  insect  than  it  is  con- 
sidered at  present. 

Papilio  (Vanessa)  Antiopa. 

Habitat  Larva  in  Salice,  Betulo  i 
Jul.  Imago  i Aug.  et  per  hyemem 
Femina  ova  ponit  verno  tempoi'e. 
Certis  sed  indeterm inatis  annis  non 
infrequens  in  Loci  Sylvatieis. 

Obs.  There  is  something  very  ex- 
traordinary about  the  periodical,  but 
irregular,  appearances  of  this  spe- 
cies, and  Mdusa  and  Gardui.  They 
are  plentiful  all  over  the  kingdom ; 
after  which  Antiopa  especially  will 
not  be  seen  by  any  one  for  eight  or 
ten  or  more  years,  and  then  appear 
again  as  plentiful  as  before. 

(To  be  continued). 


Printed  by  R and  A.  WOOD,  Printers,  Engravers,  and  Lithographers,  at  tbeir  Offices,  Liverpool 
Road,  near  the  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  London,  N,—  Saturday,  August  1,  1863. 


THE 

WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 

“entoma  quidquid  agunt  nostri  est  farrago  libelli.” 


No.  26.  Yol.  2.]  SATURDAY,  AUGUST  8,  1863. 


NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

A YEAR  lias  elapsed  since  the 
first  number  of  the  “Weekly 
Entomologist”  sped  on  its  way  to 
some  of  our  subscribers.  It  is  an 
anniversary  with  us.  We  look  back 
on  the  doubts  and  fears  of  twelve 
months  ago  with  feelings  of  satisfac- 
tion. Fifty-two  numbers  have  been 
sent  to  distant  parts  of  the  country — 
many  contributors  have,  from  time 
to  time,  forwarded  to  us  the  results 
of  their  investigations.  Some  of 
these  fellow  workers  we  have  never 
seen;  some  we,  probably,  never  may 
see ; but  we  feel  that  the  writings 
create  a link  that  draws  us  together^ 
and  we  gain  a mutual  aid  in  our 
workings  for  a common  end. 

And  now  we  feel  that  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  on  this  day 
of  retrospection.  We  may  do  so 
because  we  have  not  found  our  labour 
fruitless.  We  have  had  some  able 
minds  working  and  some  ready  pens 
writing,  that  have  been  a long  day 
silent.  We  have  found  no  selfish 
spirit  striving  for  a monopoly  of 
scientific  record,  or  seeking  to  jostle 
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world  around  them.  We  have  had 
hearty  voices  to  answer  appeals  for 
manuscripts  and  notes. 

But  one  thing’  we  have  yet  to  aslc» 
and  we  hope  not  to  have  to  support 
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they  ought  to  incur  a distinct  an- 
nual loss,  and  it  would  be  a credit  to 
all  lovers  of  our  science  to  lend  a 
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to  each  one  of  them,  and  asking  one 
mite  of  labour  from  them  in  our 
cause,  we  might  have  a far  different 
state  of  affairs. 

Oh,  fat  and  jocund  Mr.  A.,  who 
read  our  words  in  all  the  glory  of 


202 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


breakfast-table  haziness,  pause  and 
believe  that  we  are  not  forgetting1 
your  existence.  We  know  that  you 
could  find  among  your  entomological 
friends  and  correspondents  some 
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knows  of  our  existence. 
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working pratical  man  of  science  as 
you  are — will  you  turn  your  in- 
dustrious brain  into  a new  channel, 
and  oblige  us  by  bullying  your  ac- 
quaintance till  they  “ put  them- 
selves into  communication  with  the 
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What  we  would  say  individually  to 
each  of  our  present  subscribers  is — • 
‘‘  Will  you  oblige  us,  sir,  by  adding 
as  many  as  you  can  possibly  obtain 
to  both  contributors  and  sub- 
scribers.” 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. „ 


NOTICE.— NEW  QUARTER. 


On  Saturday,  August  15,  1863,  will  be  published  No.  27,  the  First 
Number  of  a New  Volume  of  THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 

Those  who  wish  the  “Entomologist”  forwarded  by  post  during  the 
ensuing  quarter  are  requested  to  transmit  3s.  3d.  in  postage  stamps  or 
post  office  order  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford,  N. 

Notice. — Subscribers  are  respectfully  informed  that  the  “ Entomologist,” 
cannot  be  posted  unless  their  Subscriptions  be  prepaid. 

N.B.— The  “Entomologist”  may  now  be  obtained  in  London  from  Mr. 
T.  Cooke,  513,  New  Oxford  Street. 
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